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"Molara advanced until he had
descended half way; then he paused. 'Here I am,'

he said. The crowd stared. His dark blue uniform-coat,
on which the Star of Laurania and many orders and decorations of foreign countries

glittered, was open, showing his white shirt beneath it. He was bare-headed and
drew himself up in his full height. For a moment there was silence." — Savrola
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THOUGHTS AND ADVENTURES

In this issue Finest Hour addresses two areas of importance to Churchill studies:
a scholarly paper and the ICS/USA program, "Teaching the Next Generation."

Patrick Powers' incisive new look at Savrola suggests that all the reviews of
WSC's only novel have been superficial — that Savrola is actually Churchill's
"premier literary effort." His academic article is worthy of a "Journal of Churchill
Studies," but we urge you to stick with it, because by the end, you will see Savrola
in a new light. Also on Savrola, Ronald I. Cohen offers a bibliographic summary.

In "Teaching the Next Generation," we finally make public our plans for a Center
for Churchill Studies in the United States, and name the University with which we
will work. Merry Alberigi next describes our successful first "Teaching" initiative,
while Cyril Mazansky defines the reasoning behind it — and why we have only a few
years to put it over. Please let us have your thoughts on all this.

WANSEE CONFERENCE COMMEMORATION, BERLIN, 19 JANUARY
The editor was invited to send this message to a remembrance of the fatal Wansee
Conference, where Heydrich proposed the "final solution to the Jewish problem," by
Stanley Wmfield of the Sir Winston S. Churchill Society of British Columbia.

Zu Die Reigierende Biirgermeister von Berlin und Der Tragerverein des Hauses der
Wannsee-Konferenz:

Winston Churchill said, "A nation that forgets its past has no future." By this he
meant everything, the good and bad, for only by studying history, he maintained,
could nations prevent the bad from occurring again. Your commemoration today
represents the kind of remembrance which Churchill would approve.

Mr. Stanley Winfield does me the honor of asking me for greetings on behalf of the
Churchill Societies in Canada, America, Britain and Australia on this most auspicious
occasion. May I recommend to your consideration Churchill's remarks to the Staats-
General of the Netherlands at The Hague in 1948 :

"Europe has only to arise and stand in her own majesty, faithfulness and virtue, to
confront all forms of tyranny, ancient or modern, Nazi or Communist, wi th forces
which, if asserted in good time may never be challenged again.

"A high and solemn responsibility rests upon us here of a Europe striving to be
reborn. If we allow ourselves to be rent by pettiness and small disputes, if we fail in
clarity of view or courage in action, a priceless occasion may be cast away forever.
But if we all pull together and firmly grasp the larger hopes of humanity, then it may
be that we shall move into a happier sunlit age, when all the little children who are
now growing up in this tormented world may find themselves not the victors nor the
vanquished in the fleeting triumphs of one country over another, but the heirs of all
the treasures of the past and the masters of all the science, the abundance and the
glories of the future." RESPECTFULLY, RICHARD M. LANGWORTH, EDITOR

SIC TRANSIT GORBY
Much has changed since Mikhail Gorbachev, hero and leader of the Soviet Union,

visited San Francisco two years ago. The image frozen in memory is of Gorbachev at
the top of his game, basking in the afternoon sun. The glow of Gorbymania shone
outside the Soviet Consulate on Green Street as the world hung on his every word.

Our perfect guest charmed us, saying if he were our president he would levy a tax
on us for living in such a beautiful city.

In early May, Gorbachev returns. He is private citizen Gorbachev now, raising
money for his political institute back in Moscow. The crowds will be smaller, his
schedule more relaxed (maybe this time he can squeeze in the Golden Gate Bridge).

His world has changed. He survived a coup attempt, but he could not survive Boris
Yeltsin. His country no longer exists, and he and his wife Raisa live on a small pension
in a cramped Moscow apartment.

Other stops on Gorbachev's American trip include swapping Cold War stories with
former President Reagan and making a speech at Westminster College in Fulton,
Mo., the site of Winston Churchill's famous Iron Curtain speech 46 years ago: From
Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an Iron Curtain has descended across
the continent,

Gorbachev can bury the Iron Curtain at Westminster. That Cold War symbol is as
dead as Stalin. But peace and prosperity have not descended on his land. Private
citizen Gorbachev warns of a "new authoritarianism" in the former Soviet Union.

Time will tell. It has not treated Gorbachev too kindly in the last two years. But
history has a way of taking unpredictable twists and turns.

— William R. Hearst III in the San Francisco Examiner 29 March 1992
Reprinted by permission of the San Francisco Examiner Inc. © 1992
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INTERNA TIONAL DA TELINES
Quote of the Season
"No one has ever suggested that pro-
longed electioneering is capable of set-
tling OUT problems . . . One can hardly
imagine anything more unfortunate
than that we should find ourselves split
in half on domestic politics, with both
parties gathering and arranging their
forces for another trial of strength. That
this should continue fox many months
without remedy can only be disastrous
to our prosperity, and may well en-
danger both our life and even our sur-
vival as a great power."

— WSC, PLYMOUTH, 15 [ULY 1950

Errata: ICS Scarves Are 36x36"!
The handsome silk scarf with ICS

logos and rampant lion, advertised in
the ICS Stores folder sent with issue
#73, are a full yard square — definitely
not 12x12" as stated! This has resulted
in very few sales. Please make a note of
this, and order one of these beautiful
items at US$45 or the equivalent. (ICS
all-silk ties remain available in either
red or blue at $37.50 each, postpaid.) —
Alan Fitch, ICS Stores, 9807 Willow
Brook Circle, Louisville, KY 40223.

Errata, Finest Hour #73
Friend of ICS Coach Bill Curry,

whom we mentioned as being at the
University of Alabama (page 5), has
been at the University of Kentucky for
three years. "When you get the feeling
that one person cannot make a differ-
ence," he told Dean Robert Clay, "one
has but to think of Sir Winston."

In "Churchill on Stamps" (page 32),
album pages 151 and 152 were inadver-
tently transposed.

Twice (on pages 21 and 24), I used
the verb "to pour" when I should have
used "to pore." When I replied to the
first reader who pointed this out, say-
ing it was frustrating to find such idiot
mistakes after 27 years as an editor, he
kindly replied that he has been an
editor 40 years and still makes them.
When another reader, objecting to the
same mistake, misspelled the names of
David Merritt, Dave Marcus, the word
"compassion," and called issue #73 of
Finest Hour issue #83, I felt a little
better, but not much. - RML

ICS Cover #39 Issued
SILVER SPRING, MD., USA, DEC. 26TH — D a v i d
Marcus produced our thirty-ninth com-
memorative cover out of Washington
today, using the Roosevelt-Churchill
29c US stamp from the World War II
sheetlet. The cachet and insert mark
Sir Winston's first speech to Congress
fifty years before. Friends of ICS on the

automatic covers list received this
cover free. Others who wish a copy
should send US$3, £2 or $4 Aus/Can to
ICS Stores, 9807 Willow Brook Cir.,
Louisville, KY 40223 USA. Anyone
wishing future covers .should send a
current address label from any ICS
mailing to David Marcus, 221 Pewter
Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20904 USA.

Other Covers Available
The following cover variations are

available from ICS Stores in limited
supply at the same prices as above:

#39a: Phoenix A7, first day 3Sep91
postmark on ICS all purpose cover.

#39b: As above, Lend Lease cachet.
#39c: As above, Atl. Charter cachet.
#39d: As above, US-UK flag cachet.
#38a: ICS Cover marking Atlantic

Charter 12Aug91 anniversary. Cana-
dian stamps, Argentia FPO postmark.

#38b: As above postmarked
Washington with US WSC stamps.

More Philatelic Art from UK
SILVERSTONE, NORTHANTS., UK, JAN. 1ST -

Friend of ICS/UK Gerald Lovell sends
us a special version of Cover #39, a
unique Churchill-related cancellation,
and the latest British C-R (Churchill-
related) stamp. "The cover was sent
plain from Dave Marcus; I put a 1991
Christmas and 1974 WSC stamp and
had it franked at Windsor Castle (where
the Royals spend Christmas) on the
25th. The 50th Anniversary of the Ark

Royal sinking is, of course, Churchill-
related. As for the 22p dog issue, it
depicts a King Charles spaniel. These
dogs have for a long time been
associated with the Marlboroughs and
this particular colouring is called
Blenheim." Thanks very much, Gerald
for all these interesting items.

John Galbraith Edison, R.I.P.
TORONTO, CANADA, JAN. 15TH — T h e C h u T -
chill Societies have lost a stalwart
friend in John Edison, who was last
mentioned in these pages as having
donated his Churchill library, one of
the finest in the world, to the Thomas
Fisher Rare Book Library at York Uni-
versity. John was one of the first Cana-
dian members of the old International
Society, and one of three people attend-
ing the revived ICS' ' 'first international
conference" at Fulton, Missouri in
1982.

Following D-Day, John was among
the first air force personnel to land in
occupied territory, as senior flying con-
trol officer attached to the Spitfire wing
of the Second Tactical Air Force, and
was mentioned in despatches. John
Edison will be missed by his many
friends in Canada, England and the
United States for his fellowship and
bibliographic enthusiasm. - RML

Edmonton Society
EDMONTON, ALBERTA, NOV. 26TH - T h e R t .

Hon. Sir Winston S. Churchill Society
of Edmonton has elected its new 1992-
93 Board of Directors, with A.F. (Chip)
Collins succeeding W.J. Sterling
Sunley as President. Maj. Brian
Hodgson is Vice President, Lt. Col.
Wally Ross Secretary-Treasurer, and
Michael Gallagher Executive Secretary.
The Churchillian, newsletter of the
Society, reports that more than 400
members and guests attended the An-
nual Banquet last May, which was ad-
dressed by historian and MP Sir Robert
Rhodes James. Audio tapes of Sir
Robert's speech are available at $10 per
tape. Please telephone Arthur at (403)
433-4720 to verify if any tapes are left
at this late date.

Prince Charles Billed 13 Rupees
BANGALORE, INDIA, FEB. 14TH - H R H P r i n c e

Charles was presented today with
Winston Churchill's 92-year-old un-
paid bar bill by the Bangalore Club, run
up by Lt. Churchill during his tour of
duty and written off as "irrecoverable"
in 1899. "You have preserved your
records well," HRH told Club presi-
dent V.V.K. Mani. But he didn't offer
to square the account, which is just as
well, considering the interest that had
accrued over 92 years! HRH was in
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Bangalore to
businessmen.

address Indian

BBC's Churchill Airs in April
A&E CABLE NETWORK, APRIL 7-14-21-28TH — T h e
Arts and Entertainment cable channel
has aired the BBC Churchill Documen-
tary, built around interviews with
Churchill's associates and others who
knew him, under the editorship of
Martin Gilbert. The documentary was
run in four parts at 8PM each night;
watch for repeats.

Gorbachev at Fulton
FULTON, MO, MAY 6TH - Former President
Gorbachev of the former Soviet Union
will speak at 3PM, outdoors, at West-
minster College, Fulton, Missouri. Pre-
sumably Gorbachev will announce the
disappearance of the Iron Curtain,
which Winston Churchill rang down
on this site in March, 1946. ICS Chair-
man Paul H. Robinson, Jr., participat-
ing in arrangements as a member of the
sponsoring Mid-America Committee,
will represent the Society. During the
6th and 7th, Gorbachev will speak at
the University of Illinois.

Piping Good Time in Alaska
ANCHORAGE, AK., USA, NOV. 3OTH — The Far-

thest North/Farthest West Chapter of
ICS held its third annual birthday
dinner in memory of Sir Winston at the
Hotel Captain Cook. Because WSC was
born on St. Andrew's Day, the guests
were serenaded by Mark Ryan, member
of the Crow Creek Pipers. Loyal Toasts
to the President and Queen were of-
fered by Craig Goodrich and Mrs. Mark
Wohlgemuth, the toast to the ' 'Heroic
Memory" by chapter president Jim
Muller. Prof. William Jacobs of the
Univ. of Alaska spoke on "1941: Turn-
ing Point of the Twentieth Century."
Craig Carlson moved the vote of thanks
to Professor Jacobs, while Michael Pad-
den presented Churchill's address to
Congress on Boxing Day 1941, just
short of a half-century from the day it
was delivered. A Scottish ginger cake
completed the Caledonian theme, -JWM

The Real Last Cavalry Charge
LONDON, NOV. IOTH - Omdurman, in

which young Winston participated, has
so long been called the "last British
cavalry charge" that we've taken to
believing it. Now Mark Weber of
ICS/UK sends us a page from the
Obseivei Sunday, excerpting Colin
Smith's description of the charge at
Huj, Palestine, on 8 November 1917 —
mentioned in his novel The Last
Crusade (Sinclair-Stevens, £14.95).
One hundred ninety men and horses
made the charge; 36 were killed, 57
wounded, and 110 horses killed or
maimed. Nonetheless, British Cavalry

carried the day, and a month later the
Turks abandoned Jerusalem.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
1992
E. GRINSTEAD, W. SUSSEX, MARCH 18TH — I C S /
UK, host of the 1992 International
Conference, has issued a schedule of
events and registration information to
all Friends of the Society in UK, and all
from overseas who have inquired about
attending. The schedule in brief is as
follows. For detailed information con-
tact David Merritt (Directory, page 3).

Friday 12 June: Meet at Chartwell for
lunch and a lecture by Merry Alberigi
on Sir Winston's paintings in the
Studio. Mr. and Mrs. Winston S. Chur-
chill will join us during the afternoon.
Evening: welcome reception at the
headquarters hotel, the Copthorne Eff-
ingham Park.

Saturday 13 June: Exhibitions of
Churchilliana in the Trojan Suite will
be open all day; the North American
tour party will join the group in the
morning. Alter lunch: addresses by
Chairman David Porter; former Chur-
chill bodyguard Eddie Murray; and a
historian or author yet to be an-
nounced. After tea, Jeremy Bennett,
producer of the recent BBC series on Sir
Winston, will address the meeting. A
black tie dinner will be held in the Ball-
room, with guest of honour Nicholas
Soames, MP the chief speaker. Mr.
Soames, the son of Society Patron
Lady Soames and our late hon. member
Lord Soames, thus grandson of Sir
Winston, will have many memories of
Chartwell and WSC.

Sunday 14 June: Martin Gilbert will
conduct a combination riding/walking
tour of "Churchill's London": houses,
flats, offices, hotels and other sites
which played key roles in the Churchill
story. After a pub lunch, a visit to the
Imperial War Museum is planned
before return to the Effingham Park
Hotel to prepare for a nostalgic dinner-
dance at the nearby Copthorne Hotel
(coach provided). Music will be in the
style of Glenn Miller. Dress: lounge
suits.

Monday 15 June: An optional event
for local conference-goers, "standard"
for the tour party, will be a black tie
dinner at Leeds Castle, Maidstone,
Kent, for Jonathan Aitken, MP, great
nephew of Lord Beaverbrook, and Mrs.
Aitken. Our speaker will relate his ex-
periences as a young man during the
late years of the Churchill-Beaverbrook
friendship in the Fifties and Early Six-
ties.

ICS Australia Financial Report
As of 31 December 1991. Balance

brought forward Ijan91: $2011.93.

Pull-Out Center Section ^
In the center of this issue you will

find the second four-page section of the
' 'Amplified Woods List,'' which consti-
tutes Part One of "Churchill Biblio-
graphic Data." Remove it carefully and
file it with the first section, from the
center of the previous issue.

When complete, this list of Chur-
chill's Works will be incorporated into
"Churchill Bibliographic Data" along
with the Redburn bibliography of
works about Churchill. Until comple-
tion, the "Data" will be shipped with
the old "Amplified Woods List,"
which owners should replace with
these sections as they appear.

Errata & Corrigenda to
Previous Section

In the Amplified Woods List pub-
lished last issue, please note:

• Al(ac| The First Edition, Colonial
Issue, Canada should be added to the
Malakand entries. This work was pub-
lished in wrappers by Copp Clark,
Toronto. (Page 1.03.)

• A12(b) The Hodder Si Stoughton
Paper Edition of My African Journey
was issued in 1908, not 1919 (or
"c. 1909-10" per Woods). Woods does
mention a 1919 wrapper work with a
cover adapted from the hardback first
edition; we are, however, not sure
whether this is a new edition or a
wrapper version of A12(a).

Renewals: 27 at $30 and two at $60, net
$930.00. New Friends seven at $30, net
$210. Balance transferred from
ICS/New Zealand (now inactive):
$159.83. ICS Stores Sales $158.75.
Dinner bookings $1088. Donations
$40. Interest $76.25. Total assets
$4674.76.

Expenses: ICS/Australia's share of
publication expenses $1354.84. Dinner
expenses $1056. Public relations ex-
penses $50. Dinner refund $32. Govern-
ment fees $4.45. Postage and telephone
$353.14. Net expenses $2850.43.
Balance brought forward Ijan92:
$1824.33.
— Peter M. Jenkins, Director,
ICS/Australia

ICS Canada 1990 Balance Sheet
For the year ended 31 December

1990. Assets: Cash in bank $318.23. In-
vestment certificates $5612.21. Total
assets $5930.44. Liabilities: nil.

Surplus: Investment certificates as of
lJanl990: $10,000. Cash on same date
$2091.46. Total on same date
$12,091.46. Less expenditure over in-
come: $6161.44. Surplus carried to
1991. $5930.44.
— Celwyn P. Ball, Sec.-Treas.,
ICS/Canada
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"Savrola" and
the Nobility
of Politics

Winston S. Churchill's
Premier Literary Work

BY DR. PATRICK J.C. POWERS

CIVILIZATION, Churchill said before World War II,
derives from civilians. It replaces the rule of war-

fare with that of law, nurtures freedom, comfort and
culture, affords the mass of people a wider and less
harassed life, and preserves the inheritance of former
wise and valiant men. But principles of civilization
are not automatically guaranteed. They must be sup-
ported, not only by instruments and agencies of force,
but by "qualities of civic virtue and manly
courage."1 Thus it is that in England's finest hour,
Churchill pointed to the exercise of statesmanship,
with its character and principles, as civilization's
front line of defense against barbarism. When did
Churchill formulate this principled understanding of
statesmanship? His earliest effort at articulating the
moral and political principles informing civilization
was presented clearly and forcefully in his novel,
Savrola.

Savrola is the great Democrat who leads a revolu-
tion to restore and extend the ancient liberties in the
Republic of Laurania, after the despotic President An-
tonio Molara manipulated the franchise to the disad-
vantage of the people. As the revolt gets under way,
Savrola falls in love with Lucille, the President's
wife. After the death of Molara at the hands of com-
munist extremists, and the takeover of the revolt by
the same communists, Savrola goes into exile with
Lucille, only to return in the end to lead the people of
Laurania.

Saviola has always been considered to be Chur-
chill's third book, as if its composition as well as the
development of its reflections and ideas were subse-
quent to those of the other two books. As Ronald
Cohen shows in this issue, the bulk of the composi-
tion occurred prior to Churchill's other works. At
minimum, Saviola ought to be recognized as Chur-
chill's first substantial literary composition. The
more important possibility, however, is that Saviola
ought also to be appreciated as Churchill's premier

Di. Powers teaches Politics at Assumption College,
Worcester, Mass., and Liberal Studies as a visiting
professor at the University of Notre Dame. His par-
ticular interest in Churchill is WSC's defense of
civilization through his major writings.

"The shower
had not dispersed

' the crowds [nor] altered their
anxious and angry looks." - Chapter I

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ANDRE COLLOT

literary effort. For it gives dramatic voice to Chur-
chill's mature philosophical reflections about his fun-
damental political and ethical principles at the very
moment when he settled on them for the rest of his
life.

The period of Savrola's composition, which Chur-
chill recounts thirty years later in My Early Life, was
his most intellectually formative period. During the
ten months he worked on it, Churchill claimed that
the novel alone ' 'filled and still fills my mind."2 Yet,
in fact, he also found time to carry on a thoughtful
and regular correspondence with his mother, brother
and the Headmaster at Harrow; to undertake an ex-
tensive reading program in history, philosophy and
religion; to read and annotate the Annual Register of
Parliamentary debates for 1874-75; to visit Naples
and Rome,- to deliver his first political speech; to
compose a brief but suggestive work on political
oratory entitled the Scaffolding of Rhetoiic, and to
write the Malakand in five weeks, not to mention
his military duties in the Frontier wars.3

All of these extraordinary events are either incor-
porated into or influence the shape and direction of
the story, dialogue and philosophy of Saviola.4 For
these biographical reasons, as well as for its intrinsic
merit, it is possible that Savrola ought to be read as
the polestar of all Churchill's future literary efforts,
rather than as a temporary poetic deviation from his
public prose writing that would hereafter characterize
the greater part of his literary effort.

Such an elevated view of Savrola might seem to
overlook Churchill's original trepidation about
publishing the novel and his reaffirmation of that
opinion in 1956.5 Yet, A.L. Rowse, in reviewing its
reissue, cautions against taking Sir Winston's ap-
parent modesty too literally, since in fact the story
"holds one's attention for its own sake."6 Even Chur-
chill's seemingly self-deprecating claim that the book
had no other purpose than to amuse must be assessed
carefully.7 For, in the next breath, he will say that
Savrola was the occasion for him to find faith in his
pen — that he put all of his philosophy into the
mouth of Savrola the hero of the novel, and that he
has unbounded faith in himself.8 On Churchill's own
terms, Savrola should not be as neglected as it has
been by Churchillians.
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" 'Your
Excellency/ he said, " __

'must acquit me of all
intention.' 'I do,' she answered laughing,

'and release you from all further punishment.'
She signed to the coachman and, bowing, drove off." -Ch.IV

The claim that Saviola is an important work for
understanding and appreciating Churchill flies in the
face of conventional wisdom about the worth of the
novel. In different ways, all reviewers tend to dismiss
it as an insignificant mimic of better novels by Hag-
gard, Hope, Disraeli, Bulwer Lytton and even Con-
rad.9 At best, a few do proffer some small if largely
left-handed compliment by identifying the distinc-
tive quality of Saviola as either its autobiographical
revelation and prophecy of Churchill's political life to
come, or its dialogues in which the author talks
philosophy by proxy.10 Only a few reviewers come
close to connecting the two dimensions by consider-
ing that the most significant autobiographical dimen-
sion of Saviola might be precisely the philosophical
dialogues in which the author presents his self-
understanding of the most important moral and
political principles.

The most effective attempt at correlating Saviola
with Churchill's career as a statesman is Winston
Chuichill, published in 1927 and revised in 1936 by
Bechhofer Roberts, known pseudonymously as
"Ephesian."11 Each of its ten chapters is headed by
lines from Saviola, beginning with a quotation on
Savrola's ambition for Chapter 1 (which covers Chur-
chill's early rise to public promise) and ending with a
reference to Saviola's self-knowledge about his status
as "a factor to be reckoned with" for Chapter 10
(which evaluates Churchill's talents for statesman-
ship in the future). Reading the Saviola quotations
separately from the story suggests that the novel is
autobiographical — not for historical or psychological
reasons, but because the main character and the
author accepted and lived by the same philosophical
principles of politics and morals. As A.L. Rowse
argued, in Saviola Churchill articulated " . . . the
spirit and beliefs with which he would confront . . .
challenges and tests."12 Unfortunately, neither
Roberts nor Rowse develop the philosophical auto-
biography that they point to in Saviola.

Brian Magee is the sole reviewer who, in a 1965 ar-
ticle for Encountei, has thus far recognized that the
philosophy of the novel — not its seemingly pro-
phetic autobiography — is the original strength of
Saviola1.3 However, by interpreting the story as a non-

political, psychological account of the various abstract
realities to which the different characters cling in
times of adversity, Magee gives a misleadingly exis-
tentialist reading of Churchill's philosophy. He also
reduces Savrola's statesmanship to the status of just
another way of facing the threat of death.13

During the period of Saviola's composition, Chur-
chill is more exposed to and directly influenced by
philosophy than at any other time in his life. Though
Churchill possessed a natural predilection for ex-
amining life in terms of first principles, he readily
credits the education he gained from his reading of
the "great works" during his stay in Bangalore as the
source of his firm attachment to conducting his
public life by principles.14 In a January 1897 letter to
his brother bound for Oxford, Churchill admits his
own desire for the "enjoyment of a liberal education
and of the power to appreciate the classical works."15

Churchill divides education between one kind of
learning whose worth is measured by what one
knows, and another by what one is.16 In politics,
Churchill says, ' 'a man, I take it, gets on not so much
by what he does, as by what he is. It is not so much a
question of brains as of character and originality."17

While learning what you are is more important, it is
useless in the absence of learning what you ought to
know — which for Churchill includes philosophy and
history.18

Though Churchill always intended to be a man of
politics and not a man of learning, he nonetheless
recognized that the politician or statesman needs to
be philosophically and historically well-educated
about moral and political principles. Writing to his
mother, he acknowledges his preference for educating
himself in history, philosophy and economics.19 For
as he says, after all, ' 'food and philosophic tempera-
ment are man's only necessities."20 By way of substi-
tuting for a formal philosophical education, Chur-
chill set about reading over a nine month period the
historians Gibbon and Macaulay, the philosophers
Plato, Aristotle, Schopenhauer and Malthus, as well
as certain religious thinkers.21

Though Churchill does not consider himself to be a
philosopher, he partakes of philosophic courage and
composure.22 He has a rigorous understanding of
philosophy as the examination of principles from the
standpoint of reason, tending to the creation of a
logical and consistent mind.23 Churchill uses this
conception of reasoning to determine whether or not
authors "rise to the level of a philosopher."24 thus
revealing a decided preference for approaching life
from the perspective of reason rather than that of
faith.25 In letters to his mother and his old head-
master, J.E.C. Welldon, Churchill articulates his
understanding of the difference between explaining
life by reason or faith.26 Forty years later, he would
resort to the same distinction in an examination of
the principles governing the conduct of foreign affairs
during the Munich crisis.

The Sermon on the Mount is the last word in
Christian ethics. Everyone respects the
Quakers. Still, it is not in these terms that
ministers assume their responsibilities of
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guiding their States . . . There is however one
helpful guide, namely, for a nation to keep its
word and to act in accordance with its treaty
obligations to allies. This guide is called
honour. It is baffling to reflect that what men
call honour does not correspond always to
Christian ethics.27

Churchill's philosophic readings, drawn from
classical and modern sources, are metaphysical/reli-
gious as well as political/moral. At first glance, Chur-
chill seems to be more heavily influenced by the late
modern evolutionary metaphysical philosophy of a
thinker such as Schopenhauer, of whom he speaks ap-
provingly in his correspondence.28 Nonetheless, the
influence of such a philosophy on his religious views
was neither profound nor lasting. Even at the time, he
asserted that the sad modern metaphysical philosophy
of the novel's hero, which he formulated earlier in a
letter to his mother, claimed only a good deal of his
sympathy.29

Later in My Early Life, Churchill characterized his
religious views during the Saviola period as "a
violent and aggressive anti-religious rationalistic
phase," which did not last because such an extreme
reasoning process was frequently contradicted by the
comfort he derived from religious practice during
times of danger and need.30 As Churchill grew older,
his respect for classical rather than modern thinkers
increased steadily until, in 1947 in Oslo, on receiving
an honorary doctorate, he would say:

But I must admit that I have altered my views
about the study of classical literature as I have
grown older. At school I never liked it . . . But it
seems to me that should the classic studies die
out in Europe and in the modern world, a unify-
ing influence of importance would disappear.31

The seeds of this enhanced appreciation for classical
thought were already apparent at the time of
Saviola's composition.

As Churchill indicates in My Eaily Life, even in
Bangalore, his reading of ancient philosophers, about
moral and political principles had a decisive effect on
him. In fact, hero Savrola's moral educators are an-
cients: "Zeno had shown him how to face adversity,
and Epicurus how to enjoy pleasure."32 But it was
Socrates, the ancient moral and political philosopher,
who was particularly attractive to Churchill, since
evidently he "had called something into being long
ago which was very explosive. Intellectual dyna-
mite."33 Apparently, it was Socrates who taught
Churchill that a ' 'man's life must be nailed to a cross
of either thought or action."34

Much of what Churchill read in Plato's Republic
found its way into Saviola. In literary form, Saviola
imitates Plato's dramatic dialogue as a vehicle for
philosophical ideas. In content, Churchill borrows
Plato's emphasis on the leadership of a wise or philo-
sophic man, the distinction between a public life of
ambition and a private life of eros. Likewise we find
in Saviola the preference for a republic within a city,
the aspiration to found or refound a perfectly just
city, and the need to distinguish between what can and

cannot be spoken publicly.35 Churchill says explicitly
that the Republic left him sympathetic to the Socratic
idea that political order should legislate a specific
moral education for the youth. However, he recog-
nized that "this would upset a lot of things; it would
cause commotion and bring perhaps in the end a hem-
lock draught."36

Churchill's awareness of the conflict between the
philosopher Socrates and his city-state helps account
for why he turned to reading Aristotle, who provides
in the Politics more practical possibilities for philo-
sophically influencing the moral character of political
order.37 Churchill's greater kinship with Aristotle's
more moderate conception of political reform and the
stress on the civic and moral virtues of statesmanship,
is reflected in the fact that upon finishing the
Nicomachean Ethics, Churchill is said to have ex-
claimed, "It is extraordinary how much of it I had
already thought out for myself."38

Churchill's preference for the Aristotelian notion
of the public-minded and thoughtful gentleman-
statesman, rather than the extreme Platonic notion of
the philosopher-king, is revealed by his appreciation
for rhetoric, articulated in his Scaffolding of Rhetoiic.
Churchill associates Aristotle with rhetoric in this
work, thus suggesting that he may have read the
translation of Aristotle's Rhetoiic published by J.E.C.
Welldon, his teacher at Harrow.39 In Saviola, Chur-
chill's preoccupation with political moderation is
reflected in the favorable picture given of Savrola's
own restrained rhetoric, his high-minded ambition,
and his respect for the rule of constitutional law.

" 'Through
a woman? I

don't believe he has ever
been in love.' . . . The Secretary's

eyes wandered round the room artlessly and
paused for a moment on a photograph of Lucille." -Ch.V

II

S AVROLA is not primarily an imaginative novel
that entertains the emotions. As Churchill

acknowledged, the book was "destitute of two
elements which are rather popular in modern fiction-
squalor &. animal emotions. But for all that I have
hopes it may be attended with some success."40

First and foremost, Saviola is a dramatic account of
Churchill's philosophical understanding of the most
important principles of reason governing democratic
political life and statesmanship. In letters to his
mother written at the time, Churchill makes clear
that in Saviola, "all my philosophy is put into the
mouth of the hero."41 In fact, the hero Savrola is in
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some sense a philosophic type whose living quarters
are described as "the chamber of a philosopher."42

Moreover, at least fifty percent of the most note-
worthy volumes in Savrola's library are by philoso-
phers such as Schopenhauer, Kant, Hegel, as well as
Plato. In his description of Savrola's character, Chur-
chill repeats the distinction he made in his own
education between metaphysical/religious and moral/
political philosophy — and his preference for the
latter. He distinguishes between the philosopher
understood either as a "frigid, academic recluse" or
as "a man, a human man, who appreciated all earthly
pleasures, appraised them at their proper worth, en-
joyed, and despised them."43

Savrola is presented as the more human philoso-
pher whose reflections include both the public ac-
tions of the people's affairs, as well as the private ac-
tivity of watching the stars, to come under the ' 'power
of the spell that star-gazing exercises on the curious,
inquiring humanity."44 But the two realms of philo-
sophical inquiry are not of equal worth to Savrola.
His metaphysical investigations into nature and the
afterlife occur only intermittently — usually at night,
apart from the public world, in a private conversation
with Lucille Molara when the rest of Laurania is
alseep.45 Savrola concedes that "to live in dreamy
quiet and philosophic calm in some beautiful garden,
far from the noise of men and with every diversion
that art and intellect could suggest, was a more
agreeable picture." But this is not his preferred view
of the philosophic life.46 The metaphysical/religious
dimension of philosophy is a secondary affair in
which Savrola tries to settle "all the problems of the
universe."47 By preference, and temperament, how-
ever, Savrola is much more a man of political action.

As the draft title "Affairs of State" and the Mac-
millan sub-title of "A Political and Military Ro-
mance" suggest,48 Savrola is more inclined to nurture
a "wise and philosophic character" in a life of public
action for which "ambition was the motive force."49

Thus, the effect of philosophic reflection on Savrola's
"vehement, high and daring" temperament is more
readily reflected in his public deportment which is
"calm and serene as ever." His words "were studi-
ously moderate," and expressed a distaste for "blind
enthusiasm and devotion."50 Savrola says, "I contain
myself, when nothing is to be gained by giving way,''
thereby demonstrating the moral and political benefit
of self-discipline to be derived from acting moderately
based on philosophical self-knowledge.51

Savrola's political moderation is best expressed in
his preference to see the ancient civic liberty of the
franchise restored and extended by democratic con-
stitutional means. Savrola agrees to use force against
the tyrannical Molara only as a last resort. Even then
he tries to restrain its use, and avoid the extreme of
killing the President. His attachment to the demo-
cratic constitutional perspective distinguishes
Savrola's politically moderate position from the
radical extremes of the despotic President Molara and
the communist Kreutze.

The moderation of a politically ambitious yet
morally restrained Savrola derives from his sober and

' 'It is impossible to miss the
striking similarity between Savrola
and the Renaissance Florentine
democrat Savonarola . . . Moreover,
the name 'Laurania' recalls not only
the laurel Romans used to honor
triumphs, but the Laurentian library
of the Medici family, whose
patronage nurtured the same life of
learning in Florence that Savrola
found in his own library. "

balanced education in what Churchill describes as
the Pantheon of Literature.52 The volumes of Savrola's
reading are arranged on his library shelves in a
deliberate sequence of five pairings that reflect
Savrola's and Churchill's understanding of the
human condition.53

In the first pairing, the philosophers Kant and Hegel,
armed with their metaphysical systems of moral and
political progress for humanity, are separated (thus
divided and weakened) by the pessimistic and individ-
ualistic will-to-power perspective of Schopenhauer.
Then, as if to indicate that an even more extreme op-
timism is possible, Hegel's work is said to jostle the
memoirs of Saint-Simon, the radical secular architect
of perfect social order, and "the latest French novel."

Next come two modern fictional works supporting
Schopenhauer's pessimism about any improvement
of the human species: namely, Rasselas with its cri-
tique of unwarranted optimism about happiness and
perfection, and La Cuiee with its realist expose of
human corruption.

The third and middle pairing combines Gibbon's
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire with Boccac-
cio's Decameron, providing a continuous account of
the decline of morality from the Roman Empire
through the Renaissance.

In the fourth set of works, Charles Darwin's op-
timistic but tough secular account of the origins of
human species and the survival of the fittest offsets
the pessimism of the ancient Biblical account of crea-
tion, man's fall and the need for divine salvation.

The catalogue of books ends with Plato's Republic,
and its teaching that the just life brings happiness —
counterbalanced by Thackery's tale in Vanity Fair of
Becky Sharp's corrupt but happy life and Lecky's
equally pessimistic History of European Morals.

Taken together, the volumes in Savrola's library
encompass the range of perspectives about the human
condition and its possibilities for improvement or
decline that have been entertained throughout the
history of our civilization. Essentially, the books
move from the most modern philosophical and
literary works back to the most ancient Christian
theological and Greek philosophical perspectives. The
theme unifying the pairings seems to be the question
of whether or not humanity can and will improve —
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about which there have always existed diverse opin-
ions. The central, and thus perhaps the most impor-
tant work for Savrola, is Gibbon's History of Rome's
decline which, like the history of Rome itself, medi-
ates between the modern and ancient sources of our
civilization. As well, Gibbon's work separates the
metaphysical works of the first two pairings from the
moral and political works of the last two pairings. In
metaphysical matters, Savrola-Churchill seems to
prefer the most pessimistic modern perspective; on
moral and political matters, he takes very seriously
the pagan and Biblical views of human nature, though
tempered by the more realistic modern perspectives
of Darwin and Thackery. Overall, the library conveys
the impression of Savrola's civilization as a dialogue
of counterbalancing perspectives about the human
conditions; of an educated man whose reading of such
balanced pairs of works has tempered his expecta-
tions about the possibilities for moral and political
perfection, metaphysical and religious harmony.

Churchill states that he was impressed with Gib-
bon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, less so
with Macaulay's History of England, both of which
he read while composing Savrola.54 It is not im-
mediately clear how these works on ancient and
modern empires influenced his novel's composition.
Laurania is presented as a city more comparable to an
ancient Greek polis than to the large Roman or
British empires, as a republic rather than a monarchy.
Yet, Savrola's efforts at restoring Laurania's ancient
civic liberties do come to mind in Gibbon, writing
about the decent Antonine emperors, in a passage
referred to in the last line of Savrola: "such princes
deserved the honor of restoring the republic, had the
Romans of their days been capable of enjoying a ra-
tional freedom."55 Likewise, Savrola's leadership
resulted in the democratization of Laurania, just as
Macaulay's England gave birth to what Churchill
calls in the Malakand "the Imperial Democracy of
England.56 But, the real connection of Savrola with
these historians concerns the problem of political
decline, and the possibility of its reversal.

In a letter to his mother about his intention to
spend a few days in Italy on his way back to England
from Bangalore, Churchill refers to Rome as "the Im-
perial City around which my reading for so many
months has centered."57 Churchill understood Gib-
bon's claims at the beginning of his History, that the
fall of Rome was "a revolution which will ever be
remembered, and is still felt by the nations of the
earth."58 Likewise, Churchill saw Macaulay's Eng-
land as parent of the Empire to which he dedicated his
life, and which he believed might succeed Rome as
the greatest world order ever known.

The challenge for England is to avoid repeating
Rome's decline and fall. In his first political speech at
Bath, Churchill seems to dismiss those who view
Victoria's Jubilee year as the zenith of England's glory
and power.59 In the novel, Lucille tells Savrola that
the presumption of modern nations about the perma-
nent triumph of their moral superiority over bar-
barism is no more enlightened than that of "the
Romans [who] in the summit of their power thought

"It is to Churchill's eternal credit
that he devoted himself during the
Savrola period to learning precisely
that high and noble task to which
he should direct his ambition . . .
'Ephesian' concludes that the day
may come when the Pitt in
Churchill will be called to restore
the Empire's affairs after a disaster
or in a supreme crisis like that of
1914."

that, too."60 Savrola agrees, but suggests that the
Romans were mistaken because they had only their
swords to fall back on. For Savrola-Churchill, modern
civilization can be more enduringly triumphant.

Churchill's political antidote to civilizational
decline seems clear. It is the message of a democracy
— which Rome never was — organized and unified by
the rhetoric of the exceptional leader, exemplified in
the character of Savrola and his leadership of
Laurania's democratic movement. It is impossible to
miss the striking similarity between Savrola and the
Renaissance Florentine democrat Savonarola.61 Both
restore the original republic and its ancient civic
liberties in a small city as opposed to an empire, by
overthrowing a dictator, be it A. Molara or P. Medici.
Both rely on the power of rhetoric to unify their
forces, effect the overthrow of a tyrant, restore the
republic, and establish a more democratic political
order. Moreover, the name "Laurania" recalls not
only the laurel Romans used to honor triumphs, but
the Laurentian library of the Medici family, whose
patronage nurtured the same life of learning in
Florence that Savrola found in his own library. Fi-
nally, both Savonarola and Savrola enjoy, in addition
to their public political vocations, an intensely
private life of eros, be it through religious contempla-
tion and prayer, philosophical reading, contempla-
tion of the stars or love of a woman.

Though Churchill is never specific about his
sources for the location and characters of his novel62,
one cannot rule out the possibility that Churchill in-
tended to associate the Florentine and Lauranian
situations. The presence in Savrola's library of Boc-
caccio's Decameron, which takes place near Florence,
reflects Churchill's interest in the political life of
Italy after the collapse of Rome. Also, Churchill an-
nounced to his mother in April 1898 that among his
next writing projects would be a biography of
Garibaldi, the popular nineteenth century democratic
revolutionary.63 Clearly Churchill is preoccupied at
this time with the challenge confronted by the
popular leaders Savonarola or Garibaldi who, in post-
Roman Italy, headed democratic efforts to restore and
extend the ancient Roman liberties, and who en-
countered resistance from the democratic population
they would benefit and elevate.
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Consider its size; think of the latent poten-
tialities it contains, and then look at this small room.' "

-CH.VI

III

FOR CHURCHILL, the secret of balanced and
moderate statesmanship is the popular leader's

capacity for disinterested and noble concern for the
common good that shapes and directs his own self-
interested ambition. It is commonplace to say that
the distinctive mark of Churchill's life at this time
was his overweening ambition for recognition and
that Savrola is the autobiography of that ambition. To
be sure, Churchill did tell his mother that "Fame,
sneered at, melodramatized, degraded, is still the
finest thing on earth."64 And Savrola's personal
motive for his public activity is also ambition. But
Churchill also knew that fame was accorded only to
those whose ambition was directed to some high pur-
pose beyond mere self-aggrandizement.

As Churchill says in the Malakand, "Everyone
clings to some thought he thinks is high and noble, or
that raises him above the rest of the world in the hour
of need."65 Likewise, Savrola tells Lucille that honor
has no true foundation, no trans-human unchanging
sanction; one must look beyond honor for an ultra-
human foundation, an eternal ideal of beauty and vir-
tue.66 It is to Churchill's eternal credit that he
devoted himself in an exceptionally disciplined way
during the Savrola period and, by means of a character
of his own invention, to learning precisely that high
and noble task to which he should direct his ambi-
tion, and for which he would later deserve fame.

What is most important to Savrola is not the chang-
ing fortunes of personal ambition and honor, but the
discovery of an eternal ideal: "the superiority of
fitness over relative unfitness [in which] I include all
kinds of fitness — moral, physical, mathematical."67

The morally fitting task worthy of the highest ambi-
tion is to contribute to the ascendancy of civilization,
understood as "a state of society where moral force
begins to escape from the tyranny of physical forces
. . ."68 Thus Savrola devoted his life to applying this
standard of the morally fitting, eventually resorting
to force, to the public affairs of Laurania. His aim in

doing so was, as he says, to "discharge a duty to the
human species."69

Churchill's own efforts at this time — to formulate
a morally superior civic horizon for a democratic
people, consistent with Savrola's eternal ideal of civi-
lization defined as moral human fitness — are re-
flected in his speech at Bath and the last paragraph of
the Malakand. In the Bath speech, he states boldly
what he believes to be England's particular destiny:
"to pursue that cause marked out for us by an all-
wise hand, and carry out our mission of bearing
peace, civilization and good government to the utter-
most ends of the earth."70 Advancing civilization to
the ends of the earth requires, for Churchill, over-
coming by frontier wars the lawless, barbaric forces
such as those threatening the English in India beyond
the Himalayas. In the Malakand, where the frontier
wars are ' 'but the surf that marks the edge and the ad-
vance of the wave of civilization,'' Churchill repeats
nearly verbatim the last line of his Bath speech, with
the important substitution of happiness, learning and
liberty for peace, civilization and good government.71

For Churchill, happiness, learning and liberty are, re-
spectively, the noble fruits of peace, civilization and
good government. They should constitute "our mis-
sion' ' as Englishmen in general and as England's demo-
cratic leaders in particular. Churchill's personal am-
bition is never mentioned; seemingly, it has been ab-
sorbed by the common mission of the whole country.

Savrola teaches why the deference of personal am-
bition to one's political duty is the mark of a civilized
man, and how civilized rule or statesmanship en-
nobles one's personal ambition for honour. These
lessons are conveyed in the explanation for Savrola's
preoccupation with Macaulay's Essays. One should
recall that a volume of the Essays in Savrola's library
is opened to lines immortalizing an unnamed genius.
In fact, they are the concluding lines of the
historian's elegy for William Pitt the Elder, Earl of
Chatham. Macaulay asserts that none other buried in
Westminster have "left a more stainless and none a
more splendid name."72 In searching the essay for
Macaulay's explanation as to why Pitt deserved such
a reputation, one comes upon lines which could be
said as well of Savrola:

It was everywhere said with delight and admira-
tion that the great Commoner, without any ad-
vantages of birth and fortune, had, in spite of the
dislike of the Court and of the aristocracy, made
himself the first man in England, and made
England the first country in the world . . ,73

Pitt's ambition to be the first man in England was for
the sake of making England the first country in the
world. One cannot distinguish the individual good of
Pitt from the common good of England.

His blood boiled at the degradation of his coun-
try. Whatever lowered her among the nations of
the earth, he felt as a personal outrage to
himself. And the feeling was natural. He had
made her so great. He had been so proud of her;
and she had been so proud of him.74

In choosing Pitt as the model for Savrola's life, and
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acknowledging that his own philosophy is bound up
with Savrola's, Churchill implies that Pitt would also
be the model for his own life. Henceforth, Churchill
will make the ambition of his own ' 'vehement, high,
and daring nature" serve the greater good: supporting
England's mission to advance civilization, under-
stood as involving the activities of a high-minded
civic life.

"Ephesian" concludes his life of Churchill by
gathering the statesmen Savrola, Churchill and Pitt
under the same civilized standard of citizenly service
to the aims of the country. The last chapter of
Winston Churchill opens with the observation that
Savrola knew himself as a factor to be reckoned with;
Churchill's future is then compared favorably with
the accomplishments of Pitt. "Ephesian" concludes
that the day may come when the Pitt in Churchill
will be called to restore the Empire's affairs after a
disaster or in another supreme crisis like that of
1914.7S

Churchill's life-long attachment to his conception
of statesmanship, as citizenly service exercised in
self-subordination to the common civic concern of
advancing civilization, was established at the time of
writing Savrola. In a letter to his mother wherein he
seems to take an oath, Churchill asserts that,

I shall devote my life to the preservation of this
great Empire and to trying to maintain the prog-
ress of the English People. Nor shall any one be
able to say that vulgar considerations of per-
sonal safety ever influenced me.76

Likewise, in an earlier letter to his brother Jack,
Churchill said similarly that he would devote his life
to the maintenance of "this great Empire of ours."77

In this letter, however, he acknowledges that ' 'many
problems and difficulties are coming near in India and
they will need courage and wisdom to meet them.
These qualities are rarely possessed by a bureau-
cracy."78 Thus Churchill acknowledges that a states-
man's performance of his civic duty is not an auto-
matically successful task, but one demanding un-
common qualities of moral and mental strength, with
no guarantee of success in advancing civilization.

llib uiJ'j-Je-cump ull ill'-1 M(_r̂  ol ihi- palace.
Attended by a small escort they rode to the railway station." -Ch. XIV

IV
HURCHILL'S concern in Savrola with the politi-
cal effectiveness of democratic statesmanship is

evidenced by the double ending of the novel. As
Savrola leaves Laurania for exile, after the apparent
failure of the revolution he triggered by his rhetoric
and tried to restrain by the example of his own
moderate conduct, he pauses to reflect that the city,
now in ruins, "is my life's work."79 Only Lucille's
beautiful presence reassures him that he has not lived
in vain. Thus it seems that the private life of eros, and
not the civic life of politics, endows one's existence
with meaning. If the novel were to end at this point,
then Churchill would have to agree with the view of
his own character, who has earlier predicted to
Lucille: "decay will involve all, victors and van-
quished, life will die out, and the spirit of vitality
become extinct."80 But, there is an Epilogue, in
which one learns that Laurania "turned again to the
illustrious exile who had won their freedom."81 In
the final analysis, there seems to be some hope that
Laurania's civic life is redeemable.

In both the Macmillan 's Magazine and final Long-
mans book versions of Savrola, the last paragraph of
the Epilogue opens with the remark that one finds few
great events in the life of Laurania under Savrola's
rule, other than the opening of colleges, railways and
canals.82 The author implies that no deeds during the
peace following the revolution match the greatness of
the democratic revolution that restored Laurania's
ancient liberties. Then, as if to avoid falling into
criticism of the absence of exciting events during
peacetime, Churchill quotes Gibbon, who reminds us
to be thankful for such a morally quiet and useful
peace.

In his discussion of the decent Antonine emperors,
Gibbon singles out Titus Antoninus Pius for his
"love of religion, justice and peace."83 In fact, be-
cause the reign of Titus was orderly, tranquil and
peaceful, his rule furnished few materials for the
reports of history. For, according to Gibbon in a line
quoted at the end of the Epilogue in both versions of
Savrola, history is "little more than the register of
crimes, follies and misfortunes of mankind. "84 Chur-
chill concludes that the chronicler should "rejoice"
at the absence of great events to report, since this
means that under Savrola, Laurania was free of
crimes and follies.

The absence of crimes in Laurania under Savrola's
rule is not, however, greeted with unqualified joy by
the author. There is a significant difference between
the Macmillan's and book versions of the Epilogue's
concluding line, regarding the civic goods over which
one should rejoice. The difference reflects Churchill's
early understanding of the permanent tension be-
tween the civic aims of democrats and the people
they lead, as well as the civic virtue needed by
statesmen in order to endure that tension.

In the earlier Macmillan's Epilogue, Churchill ' 're-
joices" that despite the absence of great events, "after
many troubles, the Lauranian people had learned to
conduct their affairs with dignity and justice under
the presidency of Savrola."85 In this first version,
Churchill suggests that an exceptionally thoughtful
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