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THOUGHTS AND ADVENTURES

CHURCHILL'S KIND OF PRESIDENT
David McCullough's brilliant new biography, Truman (NY: Simon & Schuster,

$30), is mandatory reading for anyone who admires statesmen of the Churchill
school. Writing as beautifully as he spoke to our Richmond, Virginia conference a
year ago, Mr. McCullough captures the uniqueness of the most human of recent
Presidents, to whom Churchill, probably because he was so genuinely human
himself, warmed instantly. ("I'm fearfully fond of him," WSC told Lord Moran.)

Though only a child then, I remember how unpopular President Truman once was.
Mrs. Robert Taft said, "I'm just mild about Harry"; other Republicans called for his
impeachment. When my parents took me to Washington in 1952, a cab driver
described a local brew: "Truman Beer, the beer with no head." I wept when Truman
fired MacArthur (the President called him "God's righthand man"). In fact that act
was one of constitutional necessity and, given the storm it raised, enormous political
courage — qualities which, I came later to realize, Truman possessed in spades. Like
Churchill, he did what he thought right, and stood the heat.

McCullough refracts the facets of affection one feels for Truman by focusing on
episodes great and small. There is no lack of criticism: Truman's faults like Churchill's
were sometimes on a grand scale; but their virtues were grander. Though sometimes
suicidally loyal to subordinates, Truman like Churchill forbade them to make policy
decisions, a practice long abandoned in the White House. (I was surprised to learn
that Truman's famous desk plaque, "The Buck Stops Here," was only around a few
weeks.) He reviewed their recommendations and decided; and, as Churchill de-
scribed with a little jump, planted his feet firmly. And what decisions: Potsdam,
Hiroshima, the Berlin Airlift, NATO, the H-bomb, the Truman Doctrine, Point Four,
Korea, MacArthur. Probably more than anyone after the war, Harry Truman made
the world what it is today — generating, in 1952, this Churchillian accolade: "You
more than any man have saved Western Civilisation."

Above all it is Truman's humanity, like Churchill's, that attracts the reader. He
hated phonies, "stuffed shirts," "striped pants boys" — and the media that en-
couraged them: "I don't like counterfeits and the radio and television make
counterfeits out of these politicians." In my opinion more than any other President
in recent memory, he genuinely liked people. Some of his best friends, I was in-
terested to read, were Republicans, who as a party he routinely excoriated with ob-
vious relish.

One of the many vignettes David McCullough offers us in this rich biography is one
that simultaneously thrills with the genuinity of Truman, and saddens because one
knows the many reasons why it could not happen today. Taking his evening stroll in
Washington, Mr. Truman decides to examine the mechanism of the lift bridge across
the Potomac. So he opens a gate, descends some iron steps, and comes upon the
bridge tender eating his dinner from a tin pail. "Why hello there, Mr. President," says
the bridge tender. "I was just thinking of you."

CHURCHILLIAN GENEROSfTY
A few weeks ago Neil Kinnock rose in Parliament to say farewell as Leader of the

Opposition, speaking in low and dejected tones. "Did the Prime Minister recall his
election promise that a Tory victory would spark economic recovery? Will he now ad-
mit that no such ignition has taken place?" Mr. Major's response was a valedictory
of the kind Churchill would have uttered: "This is the last occasion when we shall be
able to exchange views over the Despatch Box. We've agreed, we've disagreed. But
I would like to thank [Mr. Kinnock] for his strong support throughout the Gulf War
and also on Yugoslavia. I am very pleased to have the opportunity to thank you for
that and to do so publicly — and with warmth." Mr. Kinnock replied with dignity: "I
am very grateful to him for his kind remarks. I have considered it a great honour to be
able to serve my country . . . I know that this is a vocation which you share and I
hope that the country generally and the people in it can achieve greater success in
the future." It didn't make sense, wrote Godfrey Barker in the Telegraph, "but you
know what it means." Yes indeed: it means that someone in politics still expresses
the courtliness — today almost vanished — which Churchill demonstrated toward
opponents after the tumult of political discourse had died away. All credit to Mr. Ma-
jor for maintaining a rare and noble Churchill standard.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH, EDITOR

The Editor's opinions are his own and not necessarily those of the International Churchill Societies.
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Quote of the Season
"If ever theie was a moment,

when, after all our victories and
service to the cause of human free-
dom, every patriotic man and
woman ought to be thinking about
the country and taking a long view,
that moment is NOW."
-WSC, LEEDS TOWN HALL, 4 FEBRUARY 1953

Eitata
In "Glimpses/1 Finest Hour

#75, p28, we picture WSC on V-E
Day and mention his riding through
London in a convertible on his way
to Buckingham Palace. We are re-
minded that one does not approach
the Palace perched on the top back
seat of a convertible! The event
mentioned was actually one of
several triumphal motorized ap-
pearances WSC put in at that time.
Refer to the Official Biography,
Volume 7, for details.

In Finest Hour #74, we failed to
catch a typo in which a Marshal
was proclaimed "Marshall." This
is a common mistake, probably
stemming from Gen. George C.
Marshall's name; in any case,
Stalin, Tito, etc. were Marshals,
Montgomery a Field Marshal.

Over the Top!
WESTHELD, NJ, USA, AUGUST 15TH — I C S
United States proudly announces
the success of its 1992 fund appeal,
aimed at generating enough oper-
ating capital to sustain its com-
mitments to special publications
and the proposed Center for Chur-
chill Studies over the next year.
The generous support of hundreds
of Friends of the Society, led by
major donations from Mrs. Wendy
Reves and Ambassador Paul H.
Robinson, Jr., has again made it
possible for us to do far more than
we could do otherwise. Particularly,
it has enabled us to afford the in-
itial expenses of professional help
with the fund raising campaign for
the Churchill Center, which will
take effect next year.

Although this was only the third
time in history that ICS United
States has felt it necessary to hold a
fund appeal, our Friends have never
let us down, and 1992 was no ex-
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ception. Thanks to you, we have
more than met our goal, and
though we will acknowledge every-
one's help individually, we wish to
express our deep gratitude publicly.

— GEORGE A. LEWIS, TREASURER

By Spring: Companion Vol. 6, Part 1
NEW YORK, AUGUST 20TH — W . W . N o r -
ton, publishers of numerous classic
Churchill titles and Jock Colville's
"Fringes of Power," announced to-
day an agreement with Wm. Heine-
mann, London, for Norton to be
the American publisher of the
new Companion or Document vol-
umes of the Official Biography.
"The Churchill Papers 1939-
1965," edited by Martin Gilbert,
are underwritten by ICS and Wendy
Reves. Volume I, "At the Admi-
ralty," covers September 1939 to
May 1940, and comprises approxi-
mately 1200 pages. Subsequent
volumes, one for each year of the
war, the Opposition period, the
second Premiership and the 1955-
65 period, will be about 800 pages.
The final volume will contain
about 100 pages of documents from
earlier periods, not included in the
previous Companions. With Vol-
ume 10, scheduled to be handed to
the publisher at the end of 1996,
the Official Biography will be com-
pleted, and will comprise eight
Biographic and twenty-one Com-
panion volumes.

In the interest of keeping the
price as low as possible, the pub-
lishers have decided to manufac-
ture both the American and En-
glish editions in the United States.
Since Norton cannot schedule this
until the new year, publication of
Volume I has been delayed until
Spring 1993. Because Part 2 has
also now been completed, it will
likely follow closely behind Part 1.
The ICS New Book Service will an-
nounce availability at the usual
discounts in these pages. Copies
will be sent free to major sup-
porters of the $250,000 fund appeal
that made the project possible in
1987.

UK Committee Appointments
LONDON, JUNE - Upon re-election,

ICS/UK Chairman David Porter
has announced new appointments
to the Society Committee: L.W.
Pilgrim of Camberley, Surrey
becomes treasurer, relieving Mark
Weber; Jill Kay of Beckenham,
Kent becomes membership secre-
tary, relieving David Merritt. Mrs.
Kay maintains the UK mailing list
and since issue #75 she has re-
ceived and distributed Finest Hour
to Friends of the UK Society. (The
magazine is sent in bulk by air ex-
press to Mrs. Kay, who posts it in-
dividually.) Our thanks to Mr.
Pilgrim and Mrs. Kay for taking on
these important tasks.

Send It & We'll Print It
REMINDER TO ALL CHURCHILL SOCIETIES —

We print every word you send us
on events or developments in your
Society. If you have not seen
enough of such news lately, please
contact your Society officers, who
can probably use your help. We can
only print what we get!

Election Reflection
LONDON, 16 AUGUST 1945 - ' 'A friend of
mine was in Zagreb when the re-
sults of the late General Election
came in. An old lady said to him,
'Poor Mr. Churchill! I suppose now
he will be shot.' My friend was able
to reassure her. He said the
sentence might be mitigated to one
of the various forms of hard labour
which are always open to His Ma-
jesty's subjects." — WSC

Easton Does It Again
NORWALK, CT., USA, AUGUST 30TH — T h e
Easton Press, recent publishers of a
fine new leatherbound edition of
The World Crisis [FH #71 p28) and
before that The Second World War,
have announced a forthcoming new
edition of A History of the English-
Speaking Peoples. Again ICS/USA
assisted, by recommending Easton
reproduce the English illustrated
Chartwell Edition (ICS A138d), the
finest example of the work to date,
and providing them with a copy.

The English-Speaking Peoples is
already in good supply, both in
paperback (London: Cassell) and
hardback (NY: Dorset House). The
US publisher is a remainder house
owned by Barnes &. Noble, which
bought the rights to the work after
Dodd Mead expired. Although
Barnes & Noble also offer a leather-



bound version, the Easton limited
edition will be much finer and, of
course, illustrated. While this
Easton set will not have the collec-
tor value of their World Crisis
(which, by the way, they plan to
reprint at some future date), it will
cost only about $175, roughly half
the price of a "full-fine" Chartwell
Edition. Readers interested should
contact Easton Press, PO Box 5706,
Norwalk CT 06856 USA or tele-
phone (800) 367-4534.

The Easton Press also produced a
leatherbound edition of My African
Journey, using sheets from the
Cooper-Norton edition (with fewer
illustrations than the 1908 origi-
nal). Unfortunately, this is part of a
large travel series and not available
separately. We are trying to inter-
est Easton in reprinting the original
two-volume River War, which
would be a great service: this work
has not been in print since the
early 1900s and all subsequent edi-
tions are abridgements. If you wish
to see this happen, drop a line to
Eric Stones at the above address.

International Conferences 1993-1994
WASHINGTON &. TORONTO, AUGUST 18TH —
The 1993 Churchill Society Con-
ference will be hosted by ICS/USA
at the Mayflower Hotel, Washing-
ton, DC in early November, an-
nounced Vice-President Merry
Alberigi, who is in charge of the
event. The tentative dates are
November 5th through 8th. This
will be an "International Con-
ference on Leadership," hosting
major world figures and a delega-
tion of high school and college
students.

Just six months later, ICS/
Canada and the Churchill Society
of Calgary will host the 1994 Inter-

national Conference in Banff and
Lake Louise, Alberta, amidst some
of the most spectacular scenery in
North America. This event will
be part of the 1994 annual Chur-
chill dinner of the three Western
Canada Societies, with the chief
speaker also appearing in Edmon-
ton and Vancouver. Anyone wish-
ing to comment or help should
contact Merry Alberigi, PO Box
5037, Novato CA 94948, tel. (415)
883-9076; or ICS/Canada Chair-
man John Plumpton, 130 Coll-
ingsbrook Blvd., Agincourt ON
M1W 1M7, tel. (416) 497-5349.

Lord Warden
of the Cinque Mouseholes
CHARTWELL, JULY 3IST - After audi-
tioning scores of ginger tomcats,
Chartwell Administrator Jean
Broome has proudly announced the
arrival of Jock IE, successor to Jock
n, who died aged 16 in December
last year. (The original Jock, who
lived until 1974, was given to WSC
by his PPS and friend Jock Colville
in 1962.)

When Chartwell came to the Na-
tional Trust, one of the conditions
was that a cat like Jock should
always be in residence. "We inter-
viewed so many suitable succes-
sors, '' says Jean, but "trying to find
another look-alike has proved a
very difficult task . . . By chance, I
saw an advertisement in a pet shop
window and he turned out to be
just right." Jock lived in a flat on
the top of the house until his injec-
tions were completed, when he
was allowed into the garden to
greet guests.

CHARTWEU

'.. .we shall fight
you in the fields..."

Left: Jock HI growls defiance (Clare Arron
photo). Above: Meeting the Enemy.

USA Executive Committee Meets
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 9TH - V i c e -
President Merry Alberigi traveled
here today to meet with principals
of the Mayflower Hotel and the
new Washington Chapter on plans
for the 1993 International Chur-
chill Conference in November. She
was joined later by directors Nor-
man Shaifer and Richard Lang-
worth, and the new Washington
Chapter's John Holtzman, for the
second meeting of the USA ex-
ecutive committee, charged with
reviewing all plans for the
Society's development and the
Center for Churchill Studies
[Finest Hour #74). The committee
invited Mr. Stephen Poss of Boston
to its September 11th meeting; Mr.
&. Mrs. Poss have kindly offered
their valuable services to the New
England Chapter at its Spring din-
ner (see following). Conferences
were also held at George Wash-
ington University, with Richard
Ralph of the British Embassy, and
Caspar Weinberger. The Executive
Committee, which also includes
ICS attorney Win. C. Ives and
treasurer George Lewis, last met in
New York in March. The Presi-
dent's half year report will be
issued to directors shortly, and is
available to any interested party.

On Admiral Darlan
LONDON, 10 DECEMBER 1942 — ' 'I h o l d no

brief for Admiral Darlan. Like
myself he is the object of the
animosities of Herr Hitler and of
Monsieur Laval. Otherwise I have
nothing in common with him . . .
When the Marshal [Petain] bleats
over the telephone and deprives
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International Datelines

Darlan of his nationality, it does
not much matter which, that the
Marshal is acting under the duress
of the invading Hun, and that he,
Darlan, is still carrying out his true
wishes. In fact, if Admiral Darlan
had to shoot Marshal Pdtain, he
would no doubt do it in Marshal
Petain's name." — wsc

Savoy at Ritz-Carlton Match 6th
BOSTON, JULY 30TH — I C S N e w
England director Dr. Cyril Mazan-
sky announces the first ' 'Teaching
the Next Generation" event in the
northeast: a dinner at Boston's
noted Ritz-Carlton Hotel, prepared
by chefs from London's Savoy
Hotel, a favorite of Sir Winston's.
The English chefs are being hosted
for the Ritz-Carlton's International
Cultural Festival's "English
Week," March lst-7th. For ICS,
they will be preparing a menu of
WSC's preferred dishes from "The
Other Club," which still meets at
the Savoy.

Notable cuisine is only part of
the programme. ICS will host a
famous speaker, and a large delega-
tion of Boston Area high school and
college students sponsored by local
businesses and individuals as part
of our theme for the 1990s:
"Teaching the Next Generation."
More details will be announced as
they are available; Friends of the
Society in New England and New
York will receive a special invita-
tion by mail. Help needed! Contact
ICS/New England, see Directory,
page 3.

Vancouvet Hosts the Hunts
VANCOUVER, B.C., MAY 30TH — F o l l o W -
ing their attendance as guests of
honour at the annual banquets of
the Edmonton and Calgary
branches, Sir Winston S. Churchill
Society, Sir David W.S. Hunt,
KCMG, OBE, FSA and Lady Hunt
spent three days in Vancouver as
honoured guests of the BC branch.
Members and guests were treated
tonight with an inspiring evening
of recollections by Sir David of his
time as one of Churchill's private
secretaries (1951-52). He gave the
audience an appreciation of Chur-
chill's methods of work, and a rare
perspective of the Great Man's life

at Chequers and Chartwell in the
postwar years, a time much less
agitated than the stirring war years
he had known.

This was not Sir David's first
visit to Canada. In 1946-47 he was
on the staff of Field Marshal Alex-
ander, then Governor-General of
Canada. During World War II, Sir
David served in the Middle East,
Greece, Crete, Sicily and Italy, was
Britain's ambassador to Brazil from
1 9 6 9 tO 1 9 7 3 . - STANLEY WINFIELD

Montague Browne Memoirs
LONDON, JULY 12TH - Newspaper col-
umnist "Peterborough" reports
that hon. member Anthony Monta-
gue Browne is writing his mem-
oirs, bearing the tentative title,
"Blessed are the Forgetful."
Private secretary to WSC from
1952-65, Mr. Montague Browne in-
tends to attack exaggerated sugges-
tions about WSC's drinking habits:
"Churchill was often stimulated,
but I never saw him drunk."

Montague Browne, 69, arrived at
Number Ten in 1952 as a young
diplomat and stayed with Chur-
chill to the end, effectively wreck-
ing his own Foreign Service career.
He had ample opportunity to ob-
serve WSC — in 1955, for example,
he dined with him in the South of
France for thirteen nights in a row.
"I've had more lunches and din-
ners with him than I can count,"
he says. "I have been irritated by
all this talk." The book will also
take swipes at the controversial
description of Churchill's final
years by his doctor, Lord Moran:
"Churchill kept his faculties a
good deal longer than many
people," AMB states. "Moran
generally saw him only when he
was unwell."

There's One Born
Every Minute . . .
LONDON, JULY IOTH — ' 'Peterborough"
announces that the airplane ticket
on which Neville Chamberlain
flew to Munich for his peace mis-
sion to Adolf Hitler in 1938 will be
offered this autumn by Christie's.
(The Prime Minister had to have a
ticket!) The item is alleged to have
come from the rubble of Heston
Airport, near Heathrow, which was
demolished and turned into a motor-

way service station. "The ticket is
slightly damaged, but it is still a
fascinating document," says a
source. "It carries Chamberlain's
name and the flight details. It's a
British Airways [BOAC? Ed.] ticket
and is inscribed 'special flight.' "
Christie's, "Peterborough" con-
tinues, expect to get £6,000 for this
object, and recently obtained "an
attractive price for a telegram sent
from the Titanic as she went down.
A cheerful lot."

p H E Morris-Commercial light tonner ij the only
J^ ton truck; on the market coming within the £16

tafc—all others are subject to £26. Thus the pur-
chaser saves £10 on every vehicle annually—virtually
a gift'of.£ib. from,the Chancellor of the1 Exchequer!

Thousands .of. these robust commercial, vehicles are
in daily use by leaders of British industry, and par-
ticularly by tradespeople, in all parts, of the kingdom.
It is .impossible to get such .value, in any other
commercial,par. And special bodies are available for
each Individual trade. Ask -for 'particulars.

There is a speeinj
body for\ every
individual trade.

CSC's Morris On Market
MANCHESTER, UK, 29 APRIL - Lady Chur-
chill's black 1961 Morris Oxford
was on the market today (whether
it has since sold we haven't heard),
offered by Gillian Jackson of
Beverley, Yorks., who won it last
year in a £l-a-ticket raffle. "It's
quite heavy and I can only just see
over the steering wheel," Jackson
says. ' 'I haven't driven it very often
but it starts first time." She had
put the car up for auction but bids
stopped at £1750. Paul Wood,
chairman of the Churchill Club of
Manchester, was said to be in-
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terested. Winston Churchill, MP
was not, saying:' "One can't afford
to run old cars, you know."

Two observations from a long-
time car-junkie (or junk-caree):
£1750 is already three times the
value of a 1961 Morris Oxford, and
WSC, MP is right, one can't afford
to run old cars,-1 knew that twenty-
five years ago, have gone through
thirty "classics," and could afford
none of them. —Ed.

The National Debt
LONDON, 11 APRIL 1927 - "There are
two ways in which a gigantic debt
may be spread over new decades
and future generations. There is
the right and healthy way; and
there is the wrong and morbid way.
The wrong way is to fail to make
the utmost provision of ammorti-
zation which prudence allows, to
aggravate the burden of the debt by
fresh borrowing, to live from hand
to mouth, and from year to year,
and to exclaim with Louis XVI:
'After me, the deluge!' " — wsc

WSC to Speak on PBS
ALEXANDRIA, VA., DECEMBER 1ST 1992 -
Public Television's Adult Learning
Satellite Service (cable TV) will

broadcast from 2PM to 3:30PM
Eastern Time "The Language of
Leadership: The Churchill Meth-
od," produced by the Blackwell
Corporation. We have little infor-
mation, but the video apparently
demonstrates Churchill's oratori-
cal skills and instructs on how they
can be applied by today's speakers.
PBS offers one-time taping rights to
individuals for $75. ICS has applied
for a tape for its archives. For more
details contact PBS Adult Learning
Satellite Service, 1320 Braddock
Place, Alexandria VA 22314, or fax
to (703) 739-8495.

ICS North Texas
DALLAS, APRIL 26TH — Well, we did it
— the Emery Reves Chapter had a
meeting and it was a huge success.
We already have volunteers for
September (Charlotte & Earl
Nicholson — invitations will be
sent locally) and the November
30th birthday celebration (Ann &
Richard Hazlett). Today's event,
an English Tea at the home of Miss
Cynthia Reid, hosted Mrs. Gail
Sachson, whose topic was "The
Soldier at Rest: Life at La Pausa
with Wendy and Emery Reves."
The Hazletts have taken on the
chapter directorship. I'm feeling
better and we are encouraged so for
now I can continue my duties with
help from lots of fine people in
I C S . — JEAN SMALLING

Editor's Note: Dated 16 May,
this was oui good friend Jean's last
despatch, and I regret having to
publish the following from Selma
Hughes of Richardson, Texas.

JEAN RINKLIN SMALLING
DALLAS, TEXAS, AUGUST 14TH — I am
sure you would wish to know of
Jean Smalling's death today. Ac-
tually it was a blessed relief for her
as in the last few months she suf-
fered greatly. I saw her Thursday
evening for the last time and she
looked very peaceful, knew me,
and smiled. It is such a sad loss. I
do not purport to write on behalf of
the Chapter, but as a close friend of
Elmer and Jean. — DR. SELMA HUGHES

Before moving to Dallas in 1980
to found Jenel Consulting Corp.
with her husband Elmer, Jean
Smalling was manager of Sports
and News Unit at ABC TV,

creative director of Keating
Christenson Public Relations and
producer for Time-Life Films, all of
New York City. She was a member
of the Dallas Prayer Ministry and
Canyon Creek Presbyter ian
Church, Eagle Forum, the Dallas
Cable Access Board, and chapter
chairman of ICS North Texas. She
is survived by her husband Elmer,
her parents Russell and Virginia
Rinklin, and her brother, Col.
Russell Rinklin, Jr., USAF. The
family suggests that donations in
Jean's name be made to the Star of
Hope Baptist Church, 820 Peggs,
DeSoto, Texas 75115.

HARVEY HUMPHREYS
BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA, MAY 6TH — F r i e n d s
of ICS/Australia and his many
friends overseas were saddened by
the sudden passing of our esteemed
publicity officer Harvey Hum-
phreys after a brief illness. I have
lost a good friend and the Society a
champion of its cause, as Harvey,
through his many and varied con-
tacts with the print media in
Australia, was able to generate a
great deal of publicity for ICS and
its objectives. We will sadly miss
his zeal and diligence in support of
the Society.

Harvey was a keen Churchillo-
philatelist and on several occasions
publicised ICS and the Churchill
heritage through his stamp inter-
ests. As a member of the Queens-
land philatelic body he influenced
and staged several notable displays
at philatelic exhibitions. We are
fortunate in that his grandson,
Friend of the Society Andrew Har-
ward, is keen to keep his grand-
father's extensive Churchill collec-
tion going.

To Mary, his daughter and family
on behalf of the Churchill Societies
worldwide, I extend our sincere
sympathy at this sad time in their
lives. I would like to feel that
Harvey will live on through the ef-
forts of Andrew in preserving his
collection and also through the
many members who have come to
know ICS because of Harvey's in-
fluence. In his own way Harvey
was like the "few" whom Sir
Winston so rightly praised in his
immortal tribute to the RAF. He
was, undoubtedly, one of our
'' F e w . ' ' —PETER JENKINS, DIRECTOR •
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Reporting Churchill:
A Journalist Remembers
' 'They're an Awful Bunch of Wolves . .
I'm Going to Throw You to Them." -

BY RON CYNEWULF ROBBINS

, 1941, REPORTED BY A. MINIFIE

CHURCHILL'S second home was the House of
Commons. It was there that he used his oratori-
cal genius to challenge prewar appeasers of

Nazi Germany. In his favourite forum, he pleaded the
cause of liberty with memorable eloquence and stead-
fast conviction. At crucial moments during the rise of
Hitler, influential politicians loudly derided him and
spurned his warnings. They lived to regret their folly:
their reputations lie wrecked on the wide shore of
history.

Long before the daily broadcast of parliamentary
proceedings, Press Gallery members were vital com-
municators of his message to the world beyond West-
minster. Churchill, a journalist early in his career,
had an instinctive understanding of their role. His
easy rapport with them never faltered. He sometimes
reminded them that he, too, knew what it was like to
meet unrelenting deadlines.

I joined the Gallery shortly after completing my
war service and saw Churchill for the first time. He
was sitting hunched and somehow menacing as he
listened to the Labour Prime Minister, Clement Att-
lee, whose party had replaced Churchill's administra-
tion in the 1945 election.

Many unfledged Labour members of Parliament
crowded the benches. Because of their inexperience
they interrupted Churchill's speeches and quickly
found themselves impaled on his sharp wit.

His devastating sallies were duly reported. Attlee
hastened to control the damage. He passed word to
the new MPs to be more discriminating with their in-
terjections. Only one member came close to being a
worthy opponent for Churchill in repartee: Aneurin
Bevan. A veteran MP, he was born in a Welsh mining
valley and had been appointed Minister of Health by
Attlee.

Churchill would never have moved to rescue Bevan
in a debate, but I did see him help another Welshman,
Tom Lucy, a colleague of mine on Britain's domestic
news agency, the Press Association, which reported
the Commons speeches at considerable length.
Lucy's eyesight had kept him from serving in the war
so he worked as a parliamentary reporter. He was
mild-mannered, immensely conscientious and wore
thick-lensed spectacles. Churchill often acknow-
ledged him with a nod and a smile in the corridors.

I saw Lucy fall foul of the only Communist mem-

Winston S. Churchill speaking to a huge audience at
the Albert Hall in London, at a reunion on the an-
niversary of the Battle of El Alamein, c. 1950.
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ber of Parliament. The Communist was devoid of
both charm and courtesy; his name is best left buried
in the obscurity it deserves. Suffice to say that he had
earned a reputation as an amateur boxer. By compari-
son, Lucy was clearly more designed by nature for
chess-playing than fisticuffs. MPs and reporters
shared the same tea-room, a cafeteria where we lined
up carrying trays. Lucy was in the queue when the
Communist churlishly elbowed him out of the way
before pushing on to grab tea and cakes. Lucy stag-
gered and fell almost to his knees. The Communist
looked back, but did not pause or apologize. At that
time, Lucy said and did nothing to retaliate. A little

WSC speaking to "a very numerous and select au-
dience" at the Ambassador Hotel, Paris, 24
September 1936. (Newfield Collection)

later, however, he accosted the Communist in a
lobby and said: ' 'I want a word with you.'' The Com-
munist adopted a combative stance. Lucy removed
his spectacles, made a jumping movement from one
foot to the other and floored him with a lightning
hook to the jaw.

I thought Lucy had chosen a somewhat spectacular
way of ending his Gallery career. But I overlooked the
fact that Churchill was his ally. Formidable indeed!

The Communist' s complaint of assault was promptly
raised in the Commons chamber. The Deputy Prime
Minister, Herbert Morrison, unusually stern-faced,
dwelt on the seriousness of the situation. I had a vi-
sion of Lucy being escorted by the Sergeant-at-Arms
to a room under the tower of Big Ben to undergo
detention in accordance with tradition while the
House decided his fate.

Churchill rose and caught the Speaker's eye. Smiling
broadly, he said: "Mister Speaker, we need not make
heavy weather of this." He continued to downplay
the incident and told the House: "Mr. Lucy has been
a loyal servant of Parliament." This was a reference
to Lucy's tireless devotion to his Commons task
when the Blitz raged and reportorial staff had been
diminished by war service.

The House warmed to Churchill's mood. With a
minimum of fuss and apology, the knockdown blow
was tacitly dismissed as a response to a provocative
act. Lucy's career was saved and he retained his posi-
tion in the Gallery. Shortly afterwards I joined the
editorial staff of the British Broadcasting Corporation
and next encountered him in the Law Courts in the
Strand. He had qualified as a barrister. He was doing
law reports for The Times but frequently moved from
the Press table to represent a client before a judge.

Churchill in full flood during a Commons debate,
or on a public occasion, could be difficult to report.
His dazzling vocabulary tested the skill of even the
most adept shorthand writer. I had learned my short-
hand in a hurry: without such expertise I would not
have been considered for a Press Association post.
Fortunately for me, when Churchill spoke no reporter
had to take notes for more than five minutes or so.
There was an open phone line to the newsroom and a
team of five of us worked in relay race style. The
same team would be called upon to cover a Churchill
speech outside the Commons at an important lun-
cheon or dinner. It took a team to keep pace with
him. He did not speak rapidly, but the richness of his
phrases proved demanding and, in any event, his
fame meant that we had to get his words away ahead
of competing agencies.

The reportorial ranks had been swelled by the re-
turn of servicemen and we were always exuberant,
almost festive, whenever Churchill was our assign-
ment. It heightened the exhilaration of victory to be
near the man who was its chief architect.

I cherish my recollection of the tumultuous recep-
tion given Churchill at a Press Gallery dinner which
honoured him. "I am among my pals tonight," he
said and raised a glass. That was his entire speech!
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A vivid description of what it was like reporting
Churchill has been given by James M. Minifie,
Canada's most courageous and illustrious radio and
television journalist, who died in 1974. He was raised
in humble circumstances in Vanguard, Saskatchewan.
At sixteen he fooled the recruiting sergeant about his
age and served with the Canadians overseas in the
First World War. After demobilization, he won a
Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford. He became Paris cor-
respondent for The New York Herald Tribune. In the
Second World War he lost an eye reporting the Lon-
don Blitz. He was transferred to Washington but
eventually joined the U.S. Office of Strategic Ser-
vices. He received the American Medal of Freedom
and the Order of the British Empire for his contribu-
tions to the Allied cause. Later he began a lengthy
association with the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion as their Washington correspondent.

Here is vignette he broadcast in his old age to give a
glimpse of what he called his best assignment:

"Just before Christmas 1941, I was sitting with a
friend in a little hotel room in Washington waiting for
Wendell Wilkie, leader of the Republican Party, to
come in from the White House. President Roosevelt
had sent for him secretly. It was a grim time for the
democracies. The American Pacific fleet was sitting
at the bottom of Pearl Harbour. The Japanese were on
the march. Great pressure was building up in Wash-
ington to concentrate on the Pacific and let Europe
ride. It would have been a popular but fatal decision
and I wondered if Wilkie was getting that pitch. He
stumbled into the room. 'I just can't tell you, fellas,'
he said. 'He swore me to secrecy.'

"We waited. Wilkie could never keep a secret long.
He took a deep breath then whispered: 'Churchill is
coming!'

' 'With a flash of conviction I felt at that moment
the tide was turning. Many disasters were ahead but
that Christmas the Grand Alliance would be founded,
the European struggle given priority and Congress
and the people reconciled to it. FDR and Churchill
had a rendezvous with destiny.

"The two leaders gave a press conference jointly in
the little Oval Room at the White House where the
President worked. Roosevelt sat at his cluttered desk.
He had a cigarette in a long holder. Churchill sat
beside him with his inevitable cigar. Both were prima
donnas and I hoped they were not getting in each
other's hair. But, obviously, they were getting along
famously. FDR leaned over to Churchill and said softly,
nodding towards us, 'They're an awful bunch of
wolves, you know, and I am going to throw you to
them.' Churchill chuckled. He answered the first
question sitting down. Someone at the back shouted:
'Can't hear you.' Someone else shouted: 'Or see you.'
Then the amazing man stood up, climbed laboriously
on his chair, beamed at reporters and waved his big
cigar, gave the V sign and said simply: 'Here I am.'
Reporters forgot the tough questions they had come
to ask.

"The next day he brought Congress into camp.
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JAMES M. MINIFIE

' 'Churchill was always a good
assignment. But [Dec. 1941]
was the best of them."

they shouted with laughter when he commented to
the joint session of the House and Senate: 'If my
father had been American and my mother British —
instead of the other way around — I might have got
here on my own.'

' 'The nation bought him when he helped light the
White House Christmas tree.

"Churchill was always a good assignment. But that
was the best of them."

Minifie was a superb broadcaster and author.
A final recollection: In my Parliamentary reporting

days, my wife and I had seats for a performance of
Richard III starring Laurence Olivier. We were sitting
in the orchestra stalls fifth row centre. The curtain
was several minutes late going up. I anticipated a
slow handclap. Suddenly Churchill, accompanied by
his wife and an aide, entered and occupied seats im-
mediately in front of us. The second he was spotted,
everyone stood up and cheered. With Churchill in the
audience, it is hardly necessary to add that Olivier
gave a performance that seemed to rise above even his
glorious range.

At supper at the Savoy (anything less would have
been too anti-climatic) I said to my wife: "Well, what
did you think of the great man close up?" She replied:
' 'Very pink and cuddly." •
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The First Revisionist (Part VI)
Francis Neilson on Churchill's "Triumph and Tragedy" \
BY STANLEY E. SMITH

Churchill greets the ailing Roosevelt at Yalta; Molotov to WSC's tight. Photo supplied by a reader.

In Triumph and Tmgedy, the sixth and concluding
volume of his war memoirs, Winston Churchill nar-
rates the course of the war from D-Day in 1944
through the surrender of Germany, and to the point of
his departure from office in the midst of the Potsdam
conference in 1945. The theme of the work is "How
the Great Democracies Triumphed, and so Were able
to Resume the Follies Which Had so Nearly Cost
Them Their Life." As the title and theme imply, the
volume, as it progresses toward the close of the world
war, is increasingly dominated by the gloomy laying,
despite Churchill's best efforts, of the foundations of
the ensuing Cold War, destined to last almost fifty
years.

Francis Neilson, prince of revisionism in Chur-
chill's day, once more throws virtually every
criticism he can think of at Churchill in his review,
published in The Chuichill Legend (Appleton, Wis.,
1954, Redburn 122) and elsewhere. As in his reviews
of the earlier Second World War volumes, Neilson

Stanley Smith of ICS/New England herewith con-
cludes his analysis of "the first revisionist" and the
final volume of The Second World War. The earlier
volumes were covered respectively in Finest Hour
numbers 51, 53, 55, 59 and 64.
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uses his familiar technique of producing snippets
from the works of Churchill and others, taking them
out of context, and offering them in support of con-
clusions that often are as well concealed as his logic
in reaching them. In the course of doing so, he ac-
cuses Churchill of the familiar litany of vices:
megalomaniacal blindness, lust for power, incon-
sistency, opportunism. In a refreshing change from
most of his earlier reviews, however, Neilson does on
this occasion succeed in confining his discussion
more or less to some of the issues raised in the book.

The grand theme of Neilson's review has often
been repeated since: Churchill was so intent on
destroying Hitler at any cost that he blinded himself
to the growth of the Soviet menace, only to be rudely
awakened to it near the close of the German war. To
sustain his theme, Neilson reaches back to the third
volume of Churchill's memoirs [The Grand Alliance)
and extracts Churchill's remark to Jock Colville that
' 'I have only one purpose, the destruction of Hitler,
and my life is much simplified thereby."

That remark, it will be remembered, was made on
the eve of the German invasion of Russia in 1941. It
was made in the context of a discussion of what
Britain's policy would be in such an event, and ex-
pressed Churchill's determination that, despite his
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repugnance toward communism, he would support
Russia.

Neilson refers to this passage again and again in his
review, accusing Churchill of blunders and then ex-
plaining them by saying that Churchill's life "had to
be simplified" above all else. Had this been true,
Churchill could have simplified his life enormously
by turning the Government over to Eden or Attlee
and retiring to Chartwell to write and paint. None-
theless, Neilson carries the passage like a tattered
banner through the review and waves it at every op-
portunity.

Neilson goes on to combine a wholesale condemna-
tion of "aggression" with a wholly indiscriminate
grouping of many major acts of the war on both sides
under this rubric. The worst example is his excoria-
tion of the liberation of North Africa as "aggression"
with "no justification whatever."

Once Germany invaded Poland, "aggression took
its ordinary course," according to Neilson. "Russia
invaded Poland and Bucovina; Great Britain went in-
to Norway; America took Iceland and Greenland; and
all during the war, aggression spread like an epi-
demic." This passage, with its casual disregard of the
vital distinctions between acts of aggression, consen-
sual occupation and genuine liberation, surely il-
lustrates the revisionist approach at its worst.

In the later portions of the review, Neilson returns
to the great issue of postwar Soviet power. Neilson
discusses this issue in some of his earlier reviews, and
it is apparently the source of much of his cynicism
about the war.

In the summer of 1944, Neilson argues, Churchill
' 'began to realize that he had unwittingly raised and
supported a Frankenstein more terrible than Hitler
ever was." This revealing passage implies that Chur-
chill was unaware of the nature of Soviet rule, and
that the world would have been a better place had
Hitler triumphed in the East (if not the West).

Through his historical research and his contacts
with Russian emigres, Churchill understood the
nature of Soviet rule from the time of the Bolshevik
Revolution. He was under no illusions on that point.
On the second point, no one at all acquainted with
the genocidally oppressive tenets of Hitler's New
Order in Europe can doubt that the defeat of Hitler
and the salvation of Western Europe was worth the
risk of allowing Soviet control of Eastern Europe,
which would hardly have fared better under Hitler in
any event.

Having gained so much by the defeat of Hitler,
might not Churchill and the Western Allies have
done more to restrict the concurrent Soviet con-
quests? Neilson accuses Churchill of making ' 'several
attempts to shirk responsibility for Russia's position
on the Elbe." In Triumph and Tragedy, a good deal of
attention is devoted to this question, and the book
reveals a long and ultimately unsuccessful effort by
Churchill to persuade Roosevelt to deal with it when
doing so was still practicable, or at any rate possible.

In the course of his reviews, Neilson exhibits the
puzzling but agreeable habit of citing a Churchillian
passage that refutes the conclusion he is trying to
draw. Here again he obliges us with a passage from
Triumph and Tragedy:

" . . . The real time to deal with these issues was
. . . when the fronts of the mighty Allies faced each
other in the field, and before the Americans, and to a
lesser extent the British, made their vast retirement
. . . At that time I desired to have the matter settled
before we had made this tremendous retirement and
while the Allied armies were still in being . . . How-
ever, it was impossible to gather American support
for this . . . " (pp. 672-4)

Thus the Churchill memoirs wonderfully with-
stand the revisionist assault. They present a story
well worth telling and leave open the questions that
only the future can answer. In chronicling the in-
fluence of one man's wisdom, skill, and determina-
tion on so mighty a sequence of events, they con-
stitute a contribution to history that will live as long
as the history of freedom is told. •
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ACTION THIS DAY EDITED BY JOHN G. PLUMPTON

THIRD QUARTER 1892 • Age 17
In July Winston was unsuccess-

ful in writing an entrance examina-
tion for Sandhurst. He stood 390th
out of 693 candidates. However,
out of 415 candidates who wrote
English History he stood eigh-
teenth. Harrow's Headmaster, the
Rev. Welldon, advised him that
"in coming back to school you
should be resolved to work not in
fits and starts but with persistent
industry" and that the "grammati-
cal foundation of your languages is
so uncertain that you lose marks
which other boys gain." Lord Ran-
dolph wrote the Duchess of Marl-
borough that if the boy failed
another examination which he
would write in November "I shall
think of putting him in business."
When Winston returned to Harrow
he was joined by his brother, Jack,
who shared a room with him.

The Churchill family was in diffi-
cult financial straits and this forced
them to give up 2 Connaught Place
and move in with the Duchess of
Marlborough at 50 Grosvenor
Square. The Unionist Government
was defeated that summer by the
Gladstone Liberals and the Irish
Nationalists. Lord Randolph sat in
the Opposition backbenches. He
commented that he preferred the
Liberals and would have become
one were it not for Home Rule.

Although Lord Randolph' s friends
noted a new irritability in his
character, he provided a rare and
therefore special moment in his
son's life. In My Eaily Life, Chur-
chill recalled this event: "Only
once do I remember my father hav-
ing breathed a word of complaint
about his fortunes to me . . . He
had reproved me for startling him
by firing off a double-barrelled gun
at a rabbit which had appeared on
the lawn beneath his windows. He
had been very angry and disturbed.
Understanding at once that I was
distressed, he took occasion to
reassure me. I then had one of the
three or four long intimate conver-
sations with him which are all I
can boast. He explained how old
people were not always very con-
siderate towards young people,
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that they were absorbed in their
own affairs and might well speak
roughly in sudden annoyance. He
said he was glad I liked shooting,
and that he had arranged for me to
shoot on September 1 such par-
tridges as our small property con-
tained. Then he proceeded to talk
to me in the most wonderful and
captivating manner about school
and going into the Army and the
grown-up life which lay beyond. I
listened spellbound to this sudden
complete departure from his usual
reserve, amazed at his intimate
comprehension of all my affairs."

THIRD QUARTER 1917 • Age 42
The Prime Minister, Lloyd

George, wanted to bring his old
friend Winston Churchill back into
the Cabinet. Following the advice
of Lord Beaverbrook that the anti-
Churchill sentiment could be over-
come, he appointed Churchill as
Minister of Munitions on 17 July.

The response was as expected
and was as intense in the Govern-
ment coalition as anywhere. The
Morning Post warned that' 'neither
the War Office nor the Board of Ad-
miralty is likely to be safe from his
attention" and both the First Lord
of the Admiralty and the Secretary
for War threatened to resign. A
delegation of Tory MPs demanded
the intervention of Andrew Bonar
Law but the Tory leader did not
think it was worth risking the
dissolution of the coalition. Chur-
chill expressed surprise at the
vehemence of the concerns, parti-
cularly because it came from
more than his political opponents.

The Morning Post was the most
outraged of the press. The appoint-
ment, it stated, "proves that al-
though we have not yet invented
the unsinkable ship, we have dis-
covered the unsinkable politician.''
It still blamed the Dardanelles on
Churchill, "whose overwhelming
conceit led him to imagine he was
Nelson at sea and a Napoleon on
land."

At this time the Churchills
changed residences. In London they
moved back to 33 Eccleston Square
and purchased an Elizabethan

house called "Lullenden," near
East Grinstead in Kent. Churchill
left his country home that summer
only to campaign in Dundee in a
by-election, required because of his
ministerial appointment. He was
re-elected by a margin of over 5,000
votes.

Clementine noted that the depres-
sion which had afflicted Winston
since the Dardanelles quickly dis-
appeared with the challenges of his
new office. But the 12,000 officials
of the Ministry of Munitions were
not a sufficient challenge.
Although he had promised that he
would make weapons, not plans,
he quickly threw himself into
every aspect of the war, much to
the expectations and consternation
of his Cabinet colleagues.

He used his position to influence
military strategy and tactics in a
number of ways. When invited to
the War Cabinet as an observer, he
was never reticent in expressing
unsolicited opinions and he directed
the distribution of materials in a
fashion to influence policy.

He visited the Front and toured
the devastation of the Somme.
While his relations with General
Haig were cordial, the British
Commander had "no doubt that
Winston means to do his utmost to
provide the army with all it re-
quires, but at the same time he can
hardly stop meddling in the larger
questions of strategy and tactics;
for the solution of the latter he has
no real training, and his agile mind
only makes him a danger because
he can persuade Lloyd George to
adopt and carry out the most
idiotic policy."

Churchill's encouragement of
the production and use of tanks
was later noted by a Royal Commis-
sion: "It was due to a receptivity,
courage and driving force of the Rt.
Hon. Winston Spencer Churchill
that the general idea of the use of
such an instrument of war as the
tank was converted into practical
shape."

In April the United States had
declared war on Germany and all of
Europe awaited the arrival of Amer-
ican troops — forty-eight divisions



were heading for Europe. It was
Churchill's challenge to produce
many of the weapons they would
require. In doing so he met the
Chairman of the United States War
Industries Board, Bernard Baruch,
who would become his lifelong
friend.

THIRD QUARTER 1942 • Age 67
As Churchill's Government

defeated a No Confidence motion
in the House of Commons, the
Eighth Army finally stopped Rom-
mel's advance in Egypt. Chur-
chill's fear that the fate of
Singapore would befall Cairo was
not to be realized.

On 19 July a high level American
delegation including General Mar-
shall, Admiral King and Harry
Hopkins arrived at Chequers to
discuss "Operation Sledgeham-
mer," the invasion of the Cher-
bourg Peninsula. Although Chur-
chill also favoured "Operation
Jupiter," the invasion of Norway,
the British proposed "Operation
Gymnast,'' the invasion of French
North Africa.

The British view prevailed and
the Americans agreed to an attack
against North Africa, renamed
"Operation Torch." Roosevelt ex-
pressed the view that "the past
week represented a turning point
in the whole war and that now we
are on our way shoulder to
shoulder."

They would also require the
shoulder of the Russian bear and
Churchill determined to visit
Stalin in his own den to gain sup-
port for his invasion sequence of
Africa, then Italy, then France. On
the way to Moscow, he visited
Egypt to investigate personally the
need for a command change in the
Middle East. Because WSC would
have to fly in an unpressurized
airplane he practised using an
oxygen mask, which he asked to be
adapted to allow him to smoke
while wearing it.

In Egypt Churchill met with all
the commanders including Wavell,
who came in from India. Smuts
also joined them from South
Africa. Determined to make
changes after visiting the Eighth
Army at El Alamein, Churchill
telegraphed Attlee that he proposed
the following appointments: Alex-

ander as C-in-C, Near East Com-
mand with Gott to command the
Eighth Army. The next day Gott
was killed and Churchill wanted to
replace him with Maitland Wilson,
but under pressure from Smuts and
Brooke, he appointed the little-
known Bernard Montgomery.
Auchinleck was offered the Middle
East Command, Iraq and Persia.
Churchill also visited the Fourth
Hussars, in which he had served in
1895.

Arriving in Moscow by way of
Teheran, the Churchill entourage
included Averell Harriman, the
personal representative of Presi-
dent Roosevelt. After a "bleak and
sombre" beginning, Churchill and
Stalin had a frank and productive
few days. While Stalin still argued
for an attack on France, Churchill
explained why North Africa was
the appropriate target. "If we
could end the year in possession of
North Africa, we could threaten
the belly of Hitler's Europe."
Stalin replied: "May God help this
enterprise to succeed." Churchill
also assured the Russian leader that
"Operation Bolero," the assem-
blage of American and Common-

wealth forces in Britain for an
eventual invasion across the Chan-
nel, would proceed.

Although German troops were at
the time only fifty miles from Stal-
ingrad, Churchill sent the follow-
ing message to Attlee: "Stalin gave
me a full account of the Russian
position which seemed very en-
couraging. He certainly speaks
with great confidence of being able
to hold out to the winter."

When Churchill was back in
Egypt on his return home, the raid
on Dieppe, predominantly by
Canadian forces, occurred. Chur-
chill conducted his own investiga-
tion of the fiasco, particularly on
the roles of General Montgomery
and of Combined Operations under
Admiral Louis Mountbatten. Many
years later Churchill commented
that the Dieppe raid "served to
make the Germans more conscious
of danger along the whole of Oc-
cupied France. This helped to hold
troops and resources in the west,
which did something to take the
weight off Russia."

While it appeared that Stalingrad
would be lost, convoys were get-
ting through and Russia would
survive. Berlin was being bombed
and the Germans were having dif-
ficulty supplying Rommel. Chur-
chill was meeting every Tuesday
with Eisenhower to discuss
"Torch." By the end of September
Churchill said: "The tide of
destiny is moving steadily in our
favour, though our voyage will be
long and hard."

THIRD QUARTER 1967
Randolph and his son Winston

published The Six Day War, an ac-
count of the Middle East conflict.
It was first serialized by The Sun-
day Telegraph and promoted as
"The Churchills Go to War
Again."

The reviews were generally fa-
vourable. The noted military histo-
rian Sir Basil Liddell Hart com-
mented: ' 'It is very well written on
the whole, and in parts brilliantly,
with a turn of phrase as superbly
apt as that of Sir Winston Chur-
chill himself, while free from any
rhetorical note. It is a fine piece of
journalism and some of the chap-
ters can be termed fine contribu-
tions to historical literature . . ." •
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