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THOUGHTS AND ADVENTURES

FINEST HOUR IS BILINGUAL

From time to time we are prompted to remind readers that Finest Hour \s published in
two languages. When an article, letter or even a caption originates in the Com-
monwealth, it is spelled (should | say "spelt?") accordingly: "colour," e.g., instead of
"color." When it originates in the USA, it follows American practice: (As Professor
Higgins said in "My Fair Lady," in America they haven't used English for years.) This
will explain the dichotomy in our editorial style that is the mark of the world's only
publication using both English-English and Americanese; and our international group-
ing of Churchill organisations . . . uh, organizations.

THANK-YOU, MR. COOKE

In November Alistair Cooke retired after twenty-one years as host of "Masterpiece
Theatre," American Public Television's fine series of British-produced drama that is
often the only thing standing between us and the mindless prattle that occupies so
much of "prime time." Mr. Cooke, who honored ICS by keynoting the 1988 Chur-
chill Conference in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, received our Emery Reves
Award for his services in interpreting Britain to America and America to Britain, not
the least through "Masterpiece." We are grateful for his service, and pleased that his
"Letter From America," delivered without respite since 1946, continues every
weekend on the BBC. Recently, the "Letter" concluded with a lovely Churchill story
we hadn't heard before . . .

Mr. Cooke was comparing the lengthy "transition" between U.S. Presidents to
the lightning shift of power between British Prime Ministers,- which usually takes
about eight or ten hours. An exception, he said, occurred when Churchill took over
from Attlee in 1951. WSC arrived at Number Ten for his first Cabinet meeting, only
to find the house still full of Attlee's belongings. Attlee, it seems, suffered from
chronic Athlete's Foot. He was being treated for it at the time, and had not been able
to clear his things before Churchill arrived. Departing after his meeting, Churchill eyed
the masses of Attlee boxes with obvious disapproval. Alistair Cooke is a passably
good Churchill imitator, and delivered WSC's remark with perfection: "Clement's
feet have placed the entire Parliamentary system in abeyance."

SHORTWAVE: THE BEEB'S BLUNDER

One of the common complaints one hears about Britain, from citizens and visitors
alike, is the way dispensers of everything from secondhand books to Bentleys jack
up prices, shifting up-market with blithe disregard for competition or the needs of
customers. This often invokes the law of diminishing returns, contributing to the
decline of British enterprise — cars, for example — in areas where it once led. No
sooner did | recommend the BBC's monthly London Calling (issue #75, p3) as an
essential guide to the world's best shortwave radio programming, that reader Scott
Balthasar reminded me that it's been merged into BBC Worldwide, a slick magazine
highlighting BBC-TV, mainly superfluous for shortwave listeners and costing a cool
£24 per year — double the price of London Calling. | predict that this move will
ultimately cost the BBC money, and require a return of the £12 London Calling for
listeners already top-heavy with glossy magazines — if BBC Worldwide itself doesn't
go the way of the Austin, Morris, MG and Triumph.

A CLASS ACT BY THE U.S. MARINES

Anyone who believes in what Churchill called "the Fraternity of the English-Speaking
Peoples" was gratified by the performance of the Marine Corps after their blunder in
the baseball World Series between Atlanta and Toronto. In Atlanta, a Marine color
guard had shocked Canadians by carrying the Maple Leaf upside down. When the
Series moved to Toronto, irate Canadians were prepared to give the visiting Yanks a
piece of their minds — but wise heads rescued the situation. A Marine Corps officer
addressed the Toronto crowd, apologizing for the Atlanta affront and "requesting
permission” to bear the Canadian colors during the National Anthems. The crowd
roared approval, which was redoubled when the Stars and Stripes appeared, carried
by a delegation of Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Canadian fans sang the "Star-
Spangled Banner" with all the fervor of "0 Canada." The Marines performed a class
act, underscoring an international friendship that has honored both nations in peace
and war. Sir Winston would have approved.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

The Editor's opinions are his own and not necessarily those of the International Churchill Societies.
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INTERN ATIONAL DATELINES

Quote of the Season

"The re-entry into the European circle of a Germany at peace within
itself, with a heart devoid of hate, would be the most precious benefit for
which we could strive, and a supreme advantage which alone would
liberate Europe from its peril and its fear, and | believe the British and
French democracies would go a long way in extending the hand of friend-

ship to realize such a hope."

Errata: Finest Hour #76

In "Reporting Churchill/* page
10, we misspelled Wendell Willkie's
name three times (though in
"Churchill in Stamps," page 16,
we spelled it correctly three times.
Even?) We also muffed the names
of Jon Holtzman (page 5 right col-
umn), Gordon Ness, J. (caption,
page 24) and Aida Reid Schoenfeld
(page 22). Apologies to all.

On page 10, third from last line,
the correct word is "anti-
climactic."

In "Churchill in Stamps," page
17, plate 173 incorrectly gives
Commons as the venue for WSC's
remark that he would refer favour-
ably to the Devil if Hitler invaded
Hell. In fact, this was a conversa-
tional aside to his private secre-
tary, Jock Colville.

In our report of Edmund
Murray's San Francisco visit, page
24, we noted he served WSC as
bodyguard for "fifteen years . . .
1955 to 1965." The first part is
right: it was 1950-1965.

Somalia

LONDON, 3 MARCH 1910 — ''It is a COUn-
try valueless to all except the wild
inhabitants who live in it, and to
them it is dearer than life." —w

1943-1993 Churchill Calendar
TORONTO,  DECEMBER  1ST -
ICS/Canada has again produced a
fine historical calendar, with Chur-
chill's activities and quotes from
50 years ago sprinkled throughout,
illustrated by photos from the pe-
riod, including some lovely ones
from WSC's Quebec visit. Friends
of ICS/Canada received theirs di-
rect; Friends of ICS/USA will find
their copy with thisissue. To order
from elsewhere send £5, A$10 or
C$10 to ICS/Canada, 130Collings-
brook Blvd., Agincourt, Ont. M1W
IM7.
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WSC Paintings at Reagan Library
SIMIVALLEY, CALIFORNIA, DECEMBER 18TH —
ICS honorary member Winston S.
Churchill MP was the guest of
President and Mrs. Ronald Reagan
at the opening of "Painting as a
Pastime: The Art and Treasures of
Sr Winston Churchill," a two-
month exhibition of WSC at the
Ronald Reagan Presidential Li-
brary. Library Director Ralph Bled-
soe obtained the paintings after
display at the Roosevelt Library in
Hyde Park, New York [Finest Hour
#76). In addition to the paintings,
Bledsoe said the exhibit will in-
clude personal Churchill artifacts.
At least one ICS member has d-
fered a paintbrush and tubes of
paint, and Bledsoe says, "We've
got a line on one of his cigars."
Nearby friends of ICS should plan
on taking in this marvelous exhibi-
tion, on through mid-February.
The Library's telephone number is
(310) 284-8940.

Churchillian Achievement
HAWKINS, TEXAS, OCTOBER 15TH —
Eighteen-year-old Christina Jones,
challenged by her high school
speech teacher to delve into Chur-
chill, remembers being surprised at
how a famous WSC quote, "We
shall never surrender,” applied to
her. "I had a lot of problems in
school," she said, "But thanksto a
few of my teachers, | never gave
up, never surrendered." Her perse-

-

verance paid off. A speech based on
Churchill's philosophy won fast -
place in the Winston Churchill Pre-
pared Oratory Contest sponsored
by the Dallas Independent School
District and the Texas Scholastic
Foundation. She won aweek's trip
to England and a $1500 college
scholarship.

Her speech, "Against All Odds,"”
paralleled Sr Winston's personal
struggles with her own: "This
amazing world leader . . . was even
labeled retarded by his teachers and
his own father after his failures in
school ... | have made Winston
Churchill's philosophy of never
surrendering, even in the face of
defeat, my personal philosophy."

Pointing to world hunger, infant
mortality and teen pregnancy,
Christina contends that despite dif-
ficult conditions, youth today "must
rely on individual strength.”

Now a freshman at Jarvis Chris-
tian College in Hawkins, Texas,
Christina credits her speech classes
with her turnaround. "I suddenly
had something that mattered in
school, and speech gave me a
reason to do well in school," she
said.

ICS United States has awarded
Christina Jones a complimentary
membership and plans to learn
how it can participate in this ex-
cellent Texas oratory contest.

World Crisis Reprinted

NEW YORK, OCTOBER IST - Scribner-
Macmillan have republished the
excellent one-volume edition of
Churchill's classic World War |
memoir, The World Crisis, in hard-
back at $35 ($28 to Friends from
the ICS New Book Service, see list-
ing on page 31). This is the first
hardbound reprint of the one-
volume edition since 1949 and is
designated A31(bg) in Churchill
Bibliographic Data. Not merely an
abridgement, this edition contains
much material not in the original
five-volume work concerning the
initial war in France and Chur-
chill's role in the Dardanelles/
Galhpoh fiasco. A review appears
on page 30 of this issue.

Coping With Your Critics
LONDON, 12 NOVEMBER 1941 - "There
was a custom in ancient Chinathat



anyone who wished to criticise the
Government had the right to me-
morialise the Emperor and pro-
vide that he followed that up by
commiting suicide, very great
respect was paid to his words, and
no ulterior motive was assigned.
That seems to me to have been
from many points of view, a wise
custom. But | certainly would be
the last to suggest that it should be
made retrospective." -wsc

WSC at Little Rock

LITTLE ROCK, ARK., USA, OCTOBER 1ST —
Winston S. Churchill, MP took as
his subject "Reminiscences of My
Grandfather," before an audience
of 600 at the annual supper of the
Old State House Museum Asso-
ciates. His remarks were well re-
ceived and greatly enjoyed. It was
obvious that many had no prior in-
terest in Sr Winston, but came
away with that special spark that
may turn some into Churchillo-
philes. You couldn't cometo Little
Rock in October without talking
about the local candidate, but Mr.
Churchill was, without commit-
ting himself, able to shed some
worldly, seasoned light on what
the U.S. presidential election
meansto theworld. —CHRIS KRINGER

Further Adventures of the Murrays
NEW YORK, AUGUST 8TH - Following
their successful speaking tour in
California [Finest Hour #76, page
24), Edmund and Beryl Murray ar-
rived here, scheduled to board the
Queen Elizabeth 2, where he had
been invited to lecture on their
return voyage to England. Despite
being temporarily separated from
their luggage, this phase of their
journey began well. Thanks to ad-
vancewarning by Merry Alberigi of

ICS/Cdlifornia, Al and Ledie Lurie
of ICS/New York hosted the Mur-
rays at dinner in Manhattan; Dick
Edelman and his friend Anne
treated them to lunch next day at
the Harvard Club, and Fred Lee
Barbour drove down from Massa
chusetts to take them to breskfast
the following morning; these ICS
hosts also assisted with their
sightseeing. On the 8th, the Mur-
rays arrived at Pier 90 to board the
QE2 — only to find no ship await-
ing. (She had run aground off Cape
Cod.) Eventuadly, stranded passen-
gers were put up at hotels and as-
signed flights home. Hearing that
Eddie was missing the chance to
celebrate his birthday in mid-
ocean, the flight crew of his British
Airways 747 presented him with a
card signed by al personnel and a
bottle of Pol Roger. (Did they
know it wasWSC' sfavourite Cham-
pagne, or was somebody up there
watching?) As a fina souvenir of
their visit, the Murrays were
photographed, waiting in vain at
Pier 90, as representative of the
stranded QE2 passengers. "l think
every friend in Bath saw us in the
Daily Telegraph,” writes Edmund.
(The photo also made the Ameri-
can papers, but not a word about
who the representative strandees

were! You can't win '‘em al . . )
See also Eddie's letter in
"Despatch Box."

Books on Tape

NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA, USA, NO-
VEMBER 2ND — Friend of ICS Duvall
Hecht writes to notify us that
numerous Churchill books are now
available in full-length readings
from his firm, Books on Tape Inc.
PO Box 7900, Newport Beach CA
92658. Included are the Malakand,
Rivel Wai, Lady smith, Hamilton's
March, African Journey, World
Crisis, Early Life, Marlborough,
Great Contemporaries, Second
World War and English-Speaking
Peoples. Readings of Gilbert's
biography, Manchester's Last Lion
and the Alanbrooke memoirs are
aso available. Duvall offers the
abovenamed books or parts (if
recorded in multi-part format) for a
$5 introductory rental fee, which
includes a 250-page catalogue plus
round trip postage on the book re-

quested. We applaud Duvall's
work in making Churchill's
writing available to those for
whom reading is difficult or im-

possible — and high-mileage
motorists! RML
Wrong-Doing
LONDON, 22 FEBURARY 1911 — "It is al-

ways very difficult to know, when
you embark on the path of wrong-
doing, exactly whereto stop." -wsc

"The Music of Words'

Kathleen Hill, 1900-1992

LONDON, NovevBER I7TH — Kathleen
Hill was Churchill's personal pri-
vate secretary throughout World
War LI and later curator of Cheg-
uers, the Prime Minister's coun-
try residence, for 23 years. Quiet
and sdf-effacing, with formidable
skills, her tasks were beyond those
of normal secretaries. She was an
indispensable link between Chur-
chill and his literary assistants and
publishers; and when Churchill
was bricklaying at Chartwell she
would climb the ladder to take dic-
tation on the nearest roof.

Mrs. Hill knew exactly what |let-
ters had to be shown to WSC. In
October 1938, immediately after
Munich, she aerted him to the per-
sistence of a BBC producer wishing
for aninterview; so it was that Guy
Burgess spent an important after-
noon at Chartwell. In September
1939, Churchill asked Mrs. Hill to
go with him to the Admiralty,
where she impressed everyone by
her ability to decipher not only
mumbled words but aso grunts
and even pauses. When WSC was
there, she later recalled, the Ad-
miralty "was buzzing with atmos-
phere, with electricity. When he
was away on tour it was dead,
dead, dead."

Shoftly after the Fall of France, a
member of the private office daff
recorded how he found the PM "'ly-
ing in bed in ared dressing gown
smoking a cigar and dictating to
Mrs. Hill, who sat with a type-
writer at the foot of the bed." She
was aways cam amid disaster,
ready to take dictation and to pro-
duce atypescript requiring only the
PM's signature. Churchill knew
that he could rely on her speed, ac-
curacy — and discretion.

Afulle tributewill appear next issue.
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On 12 June 1990, ICSparticipated in a luncheon for
the Governor of Arkansas sponsored by the Churchill
Club, which for seven years has hosted prominent
speakers for its audiences of California business-
people. This is the first time the speech has been
published in entirety, for which we thank the Chur-
chill Club. Although far ranging, we believe it helps
demonstrate how Sr Winston Churchill continuesto

inspire and lead in the closing years of this century.
For further information please contact the Chur chill
Club, PO Box 60535, Palo Alto, California 94306.

A Nation of Churchills

Blueprint for American Leadership in the 1990s

BY BILL CLINTON

BELIEVE THAT Churchill's greatest contributions

may have come at times when he was not
recognized. In the 1930s when Stanley Baldwin was
the "Don't worry, be happy" poI|t|C|an of his age,
Churchill kept saying, in effect, "This Hitler's no
good. | don't care what you say." Churchill was a
pariah.

Then again during the war, when the Allies findly
began to win — as soon as America came into the war
— Churchill began to plan for the post-World War |1
world, to think about what the shape of that world
should be. Some of the idess that he had led to very
good changes in the world that we have seen in the
last year or so.

Fifty-two years ago Winston Churchill gave one of
his most remarkable speeches. As the German
bombers headed toward London, he said on 18 June
1940, "Let us therefore brace ourselves to our duties,
and so bear ourselves that if the British Empire and its
Commonweadlth last for a thousand years men will
still say, 'This was their finest hour.” "

In the last year and a haf we've seen the most
remarkable changes. The Berlin Wdl came down.
I've been giving alot of high school commencement
addresses, telling students that the Berlin Wal came
down when they were in high school, and went up
when | was in hi?h school. In the years in between,
our whole view of the world was shaped by that wall.
It divided light from darkness, freedom from oppres-
sion, free enterprise from state Communism. It forced
us to define our national security in terms of the

On 20 January 1993, Bill Clintonwill beinaugurated
as the forty-second President of the United Sates.
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number of soldiers under arms and wegpons that we
had. It led us into mind-boggling computations
arms-control treaties, and attempts to figure out just
how many times we could destroy one another,

Now all of that has changed, in part because the
people behind that wall redized their system wasn't
working, but also because in our country and in Bri-
tain duri ng World Wer 1l and the years immedi ately
after, we "braced ourselves to our duties.”

The things we have lived through in the past few
Kears have nearly nothing to do with what most of us

ave done in the last few years, in government or as
private citizens. We basicaly have seen the triumph
of the three great ideas that we began to push im-
mediately after World Wer I1; national independence
market economies, political democracy. It is ext
hilarating, and every person who had anything to do
with that war, or the shaping of the post-war World
should be proud of it.

Did you ever think you'd live to see Gorbachev
elected, do as well as he did, and have his biggest
problems from people who thought that he was™ot
changing fast enough?

The Vote in St. Petersburg

In 1989 they had an election in St. Petersburg for
mayor. The mayor had no opponent but he ‘was
defeated anyway. When | was in school, we'd have d)
these anti-Communist lectures about how 97 percent
of the Russians voted, and 99 percent of therh voted
for the guys who were in, and that showed what
frauds they were. Well, they voted this guy out and
nobody was running against him. (As an incumbent

| rying democracy



We are ceebrating the fruits of a former
generation's vision and our faithful adherence to that
vision. The arms build-up accelerated under Ronad
Reagan had problems but, by forcing the Russians to
match it, it did accelerate the undoing of their system
and expose the inherent weaknesses of it. | don't
want to minimize the contributions of anybody aong

the way, but | do want to daify this: all those con-
tributions flowed out of a set of ideas and principles
that were forged during and immediately after World
Wa Il.

Managing People

Now that we have made this new world, the central
question of this last decade of the 20th century is
whether Americans are prepared to lead the world
they have made. If you look at thefacts, you'd haveto
sy that that isin doubt. If Churchill were here today,
hed say that there is a gathering storm. Why?
Because of al the advanced countries in the world,
the USA does the worst job of managing that most
important issue, our people.

We do a poor job of bringing babies into the world.
Our infant mortality rate Is the 19th highest in the
world. At the bottom of the worst of Daniel Ortega's
oppression, a child in Nicaragua had a better chance
of living to be ayear old than a child in Washington,
D.C. Our low birthweight rate is far higher than any
other country with which we compete. That in the
end may be the more significant thing because chil-
dren born with low birthweight are far more likely to
have mental and physica limitations which they
cary with them throughout life, leading to failure in
school, fallure in society. It would be interesting to
have someone at Stanford review the records of the
thousands in the California prison system to see what
percentage of them were low-birthweight babies, and
whether that percentage is higher than the national
average. We have more children who are drug
abusers, and more teen pregnancy and more people
who are functionally illiterate — including people
with high school diplomas — as a percentage of our
workforce than any other country in the world.

We have alot of good things going too. We generate
jobs more quickly. We have avibrant entrepreneurial
economy. We have the best system of higher educa-
tion in the world. Things are not dl bad. But if you
look at where our futureis, whichisin our people, we
don't measure up very well.

Environment, Investment, Taxes

Therecord on the environment ismore mixed. It is
clear that the USA ought to be leading a globa en-
vironmental charge that reconciles economic growth
with environmental preservation. Weve got a long
way to go there. We don't have any sort of investment
strategy related to our long-term economic growth
and high levels of productivity. Because we say,
"read my lips," because we don't raise the fud tax in
Cdiforniauntil people literaly can't drive or breathe,
because we don't raise the school tax in Arkansas un-

til disaster threatens or the teachers threaten to
strike, because the politics of the 1980s were so
charged with evasion of responsibility and asking
people not to make painful decisions before they were
absolutely forced to, we have invested insufficiently
in our physical aswell asour human capital. We have
faled redly to face the tough questions about our
long-term position, especidly in technology-related
sectors of our economy.

The question is, what is the United States going to
do about it? Can we lead the world we have made? |
gelievewe can. | think there are severa thingswe can

o.

Government's Role

Time does not permit the detailed discussion that |
wish we could have. But let me just offer you a few
thoughts. First of al, we have to get over the notion
— S0 prominent in the 1980s — that the government
is the source of our problems. We have to see govern-
ment as any other institution in society, as the in-
strument of solving the problems that it I1s best-suited
to solve, problems that require public investment,
problems in which there is plainly a community in-
terest, problems in which at least there has to be a
partnership between the public and the private sector.
By the same token, we can't see government as the
solution to al of our problems.

| met the other day in Northern Cdifornia with a
business roundtable. Executive after executive, most
of whom were Republicans, told me that they were
absolutely adarmed by the condition of their work
forces, that they would give entry-level job examina-
tions— at the tel ephone company for example — and
70 percent of the people taking the test would fail,
even though they only had to read at about the ninth
level and understand very basic math to pass, and
even though most of the people taking the test had a
high-school -diploma. It is obvious that there has to be
a common approach to some of our public problems.

We need to search for approaches that promote
more involvement by people, more individual respon-
sbility, more concern for personal security, and ap-
proaches that empower people to make decisions that
are good for them and their communities and by ex-
tension good for therest of us. Let mejust giveyou a
few examples of that in the area of education.

Examples In Education

When President Bush and the governors worked
together to write the national education goas, we
sad thefirst god was to make available everywhere
in the country, especidly to children at risk, a quali-
ty parent-rooted preschool program. We have a pro-
gram in our state that we borrowed from Isradl caled
the Home-Instruction Program for Pre-School
Youngsters (HIPPYS), an interesting acronym for
Cdifornia. Like al pre-school programs, it helps kids
get df to agood start. But al the data shows that they
lose the gains of pre-school unless there is some sus-
tained efort to maintain them. What the HIPPY pro-
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gram redlly does is to change the family learning
culture, and to empower the parents as their
childrens first teacher, to make people who cannot
even read a book understand that they can still create
a learning environment for their children. That it is
not just a government program. It is the expenditure
of public funds to generate a very desirable result.

Let me give you one or two other examples. Pres-
dent Reagan sgned near the end of his term awedfare
reform law which is both liberal and conservative.
The conservative part of it — conservative at least in
American jargon, athough the Scandinavians would
take it for granted — is that if you sign up for welfare
and your child is ayear old or older, you must sgn up
for work, and you must take ajob if it is offered. The
libera part of it is that we will stop pretending that
we're preparing people who can't read for jobs by
spending $100 on them. We are authorized to spend
up to ten times more money to train people and
prepare them to enter the workforce, and If they take
low-wage jobs with no benefits like health insurance,
we will take care of their kids' health insurance for a
year, while they work into the jobs. If they need
childcare, we'll pay for that. So there are threelibera
gpending programs, more money for training, more
money for childcare, more money for hedth in-
surance, but people go to work.

"[Going to prison is] a shocking
event. At least 5,000 lads committed
foi these offences would be saved from
prison if only some [othei] method of
collection could be devised :

WINSTON S. CHURCHILL, 20 JUNE 1910

Parents In Full Flight '

The bill aso requires every state to set up an
automatic withholding program for child-support en-
forcement. Forty percent of the tax money you pay for
welfare would not have to be paid if people who can
pay their child support would do it. More than any
other country in the world you have parents — nor-
mally fathers — in full flight from responsibility for
their own children. It is wrong.

Individua responsibility is avery important part of
all these programs. Every state that has an overpower-
ing growth of prison population — like Cdifornia or
Texas or my state — should examine who is going to
prison and why, and whether prison is the best ap-
proach for everybody. Who's in prison today? By and
large young men who are by and large functiondly il-
literate, and who more often than not have a problem
with acohol or drug abuse. Every prison system in
America should require every inmate not only to
work, but to bein school until they canread at ahigh-
school-graduate level. The 27-year-olds you're spend-
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ing $30,000 or $35,000 a year on in prison should be
viewed like the 15- or 16-year-olds you have in your
schools. The stateisinloco parentis. They're dl go-
ing to get out of prison anyway. They'll dl come back
to you in one way or the other. It is wrong to turn
them out without an education as well as a work
background.

First offenders who are non-violent should be given
the chance to go to amilitary-style boot camp for 120
or 180 days to take drug treatment and try to order
their lives in a different way. The boot-camp pro-
posals have been underutilized in this country.

Empower ment

Empowerment is an important thing. That's whét |
like about this preschool program. It makes the
parentsfed good. That'swhat | like about thewefare-
reform program. We interviewed one of our clients
one time in front of about 500 people. This woman,
who had a job as a cook in arestaurant was asked if
she was glad shewas required to sign up for work. She
sad, "l sure am." She was asked if she would have
sgned up if she hadn't been required to. "No," she
sad, ''l'd be on the couch watching the soaps.” When
she was asked what was the best thing about having a
job she said, "the best thing is when my kid goes to
school and he's asked what his mama does for a liv-
ing, he can give them an answer." Power. That's
what democracy is. It gives the walking-around per-
son power.

That's why | favor a big extension of the earned-
income tax credit for the working poor. | don't think
poor peoEIe should pay taxes if they're working.
That's why | favor a comprehensive childcare pro-
gram in this country, so people can work and be de-
cent parents at the same time. That'swhy | favor —
though it's somewhat controversia in my party —
school-choice programs, which alow children and
their parents in public-school systems to go to
schools other than the ones they're assigned to as
long as they're not re-segregati ng?]the schools. Those
are the kinds of things that | think we need to be
thinking about.

"Stand and Deliver"

A lot of you have probably seen the movie "Stand
and Deliver," featuring Jame Escaante, the teacher
at Garfied High School in Los Angdes who left his
more-lucrative computer job to work in the schools
and led that high school to the largest number of
students passing the Advanced Placement tests in ad-
vanced mathematics in the country. A lot of people
were very moved by that. George Bush went to Jaime
Escalante's school in the 1988 campaign and referred
to him repeatedly as one of his thousand points of
light. Now, that's a nice story; it's a very important
story. But that's not the real story, especidly herein
Cdifornia. The lesson is that poor Hispanic kids can
learn advanced math. As | have said many times it
cannot be that we have to develop a nation’of

ﬁ



"These are not dark days; these are great days — the greatest days our
country has ever Jived; and we must all thank God that we have been
allowed, each of us according to our stations, to play a part in making these
days memorable in the history of our race.”” st s curcrirome sovs A arrow, 20 ocroses 1911

geniuses to do what we need to do, to lead the world
we've made. We do not need a nation full of Ein-
steins. We need a handful of Einsteins. We need ana-
tion full of Churchills — as principals of schools,
mayors of towns, governors of states, running
businesses that emphasize people development. We
need people who are visionary, who can imagine the
future, who believe in themselves and other people in
this country, and who have the will and courage and
sustained effort it takes to succeed.

There are awhole lot of people in this country who
don't believe a polyglot nation like the U.S. can do
what it takes to lead the world that we are moving
into. You haveto ask yourselves whether you believe
that or not. If you do believe that we can, you will
change your behavior. If you are an employer, you'll
make sure you have a workplace literacy program. If
you're a goad citizen, you'll make sure everybody in
your workplace who qudifies for it has a college
degree, you'll make sure every employer inyour com-
munity has a workplace literacy program. If you
studied our most serious problem, which is what hap-
pens to younger workers who don't go on to college,
you will try to change the present system we have for
moving people from high school to work and put in
apprenticeship programs like our European com-
petitors have.

We have ahigher percentage of school kids working
today than ever before, but they're amost al working
in jobs that don't have anything to do with what
they'll be doing five years dfter they get out of schoal.
They're doing It to make a car payment, buy designer
jeans, and go out on the weekends. They're encour-
aged by alot of people to take dumbed-down courses
so they'll have even more time to work. It isafoolish
waste of resources. Workers under 25 in this country
today who have only a high school diploma are mak-
ing about 28 percent less than they were 15 years ago
because they're not working in the world economy. If
we had an apprenticeship program like Sweden or
Germany or a number of other countries that gave
young people the chance to work and earn money in
an environment in which they were encouraged to
look to the future and keep taking difficult courses —
even if they weren't going to college — it would
change the whole shape of opportunity for millions of
Americans, increase our productivity, our income,
aﬁd our future prospects. | ask you to think about
that.

Think about whether you redly believe that the
United States can lead the world it has made, and if
S0, can it do it by just rocking dong, or do we have to

sound some darms? The world is very different now.
The things the world rewards are the things that we
have to work harder for.

A Closing Story

Let mejust close with this story. If you were in my
office today, you would see anumber of pictures. I've
hung a picture of my grandparents, my grandmother
and her brother and sister at a little rural school in
1916.1 have a picture of my grandfather at a sawmill
shovelling wood chips into a furnace in 1923. And |
have a picture of my great-grandfather in 1952
holding my hand when | broke my leg. In-overals he
looks like American Gothic. He was. He lived in a
rural house without indoor plumbing, up on brick
stilts with no foundation. It had a storm cellar that |
spent the night in with alot of snakes and a cod-oil
lantern when | was aboy. He had no education, but
he was my great-grandfather, and he did give me a
se;lnse of purpose, meaning, roots, importance, and
value.

Lagt fdl | spent an hour-and-a-hdf with eleven
sxth-graders from the area of South Central Los
Angdes that is so dominated by the teenage drug
gangs. They said their number-one fear was being
shot walking to and from school. Their number-two
fear was that when they became thirteen they'd have
to start using crack, join a gang, or get the living
daylights beat out of them. All but two of these
eleven sixth-graders desperately wished that there
was some system by which they could turn in their
parents (without them having to go to jail the first
time), so that their parents would have one chance to
recover from drugs and be good parents.

It is along way from my generation, where you can
still have a picture on the wal holding your great-
grandfather's hand, to a generation of people who will
determine your future and who worry about whether
they can turn their parents in for drug abuse. It is a
very different world.

| don't care how good the numbers look, if we do
not take serioudly these responsibilities we are going
to be in deep trouble. If we do, | think we will truly
lead the world we have made.

We owe that to the generation of Americans who
realy made the decison so long ago that inevitably
led to the tearing down of the Berlin Wall, to Nelson
Mandela walking out from behind his prison wall,
and to millions of people hoping for aworld in which
they could at long last raise their children without
the spectre of nuclear war. It isawonderful timeto be
aive. Let' snot blow it. .
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Frontispiece of Mr. Fincher's collection of -forerunners.” Blocks of the Churchill-FDR-Salin Colombian overprints.
Come, philetalic frisnds. lend me your aysn; O OMBIA

I sesk to honour CHURCHILL, snd to praise him.
So many, nany Stanps cone after men,

but pitifully few before thait death. THE COWVEMORATI VE | SSLE OF THE 19th. JULY, .19%. ANWELS PUCE,
This was not 9o xith Winaton. This small collection 1K DESI O HLSTORY.

will shew how he waa rapresentad

mkt least five times by portralt Tere he diaed. The "Three Grant Men" overprints *re nounted bel owin
Al'so, on four additional occasions, nmnt marginal blocks of four, from

connection can be traced in Stanps on view. the top of the sheet.

The bl ocks show p wide variation in the formation of
the backgrounds of the value tpblets, ranging
fromclear eroae-hstching to B solid
mass of col our.

S. 0.620. B.684.
{Hlve ovarprint).

o

Tablets mainly solid.
S.Q.619. B.685. E.G.618. 3.686. |

d[ﬁ gi‘ﬁ[nrlnﬂ fﬁi axﬁ rint) H

But yesterday, hia words of courage fell

upon the Q&T*S of Natlons sore oppressed*

He stood against the foe, now Xi.cs he there

st aiadon, whence the First Dny Covers came

to grace the leaves of albuns many-hued.

That |ast-day cover buried not his spirit,
which will live on, true Victory to share.

But ‘twas his death that stirred "Thematic Fever™,
and then the hunt was on, for itens scarce
which, issued ell to mark some other happ' ning,
yet serve to show the scenes in which he noved.

20 let me showyou, friends, the Stanps which no>
are called "THE FORBRUBSEBS' of CHURCHILL THEME,

Teblet aheding vell mixed. 11 $nblete showling hetching.

The Fincher Collection
"I Did It My Way": A Branch of Churchill Philately

BY ROBERT A. FINCHER

GERMANY, NEV_ZEALAND.
I————_3 _——Ti =

THE JIBOPAGAKDA FIELD -POSTCAHDS OP 1940 - 19*1.
In his Capacity as First Lod of the Admiraty Sir Winston wes CHURCHI LL- RELATED STAMP.  THREE- HALFPENNY. SCARLET VALUE
lampooned by the Nazis in several different issues of “stamps’ 9IMP2ACE» | SSUE,
imprinted on Field .Postcards. The pair soawn bedow are thought
to have been produced late in the period, without the printer's

imprint, and sow Churchill and Chamberlain as very unhappy Not many people woul d realise how very nesr thin "related"
figures - "not worth a farthing"”. stanp came to actually being B "portrait on stamp" exanple.

It isfl fact, however, that James Berry, MB.E., who designed
the "Peace" set, had originally produced an essay show ng
ghurchill '.3 portrait ag the centrepiece. Interestingly, the
valrue on this was twopence, not the three hal fpence given to
the finally issued item In view of political considerations,
end because it ia contrary to policy to depict any living
person on a stanp, with the exception of the reigning nonarch,
Berry was asked to re-think this one, end enme up with nuite
a dramatic winner. .

Aclbpeitfare

. Binck Bnd white enlargenents of the
_QurchiJll, _and three other essays for New 2eoX»nd
stanps, prepared by Janes Berry, MB.E.
between 1932 and 1946.

Heldpoiitarie

7

] [y
sy doig.
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Y INTEREST in stamp collecting began about

Sixty years ago, when my parents decided to
turn out an old cupboard over the stairhead at our
home. One of the treasures thus unearthed was an
old thin red abum of German origin, which my
father had tried to fill during the time when he was at
aLondon school for the dedf between 1895 and 1900.
What a sight were the contents of those pages, and
how very typica of the period. The only snag was
that the stamps, almost without exception, had par-
tially or wholly stuck fagt to the pages, or to each
other. Transparent peelable hinges were a luxury of
the future, so my father's hinges had been made
either from stamp edging begged from the Post Office
or FOISON label's begged from various Chemists.

Veay green and quite undaunted, | bought a little
Stanley Gibbons "Improved” album, some proper
hinges and a packet of blotting paper. Then | st to
work, filling a large enamel bowl with rather hot
water, and literally put the whole collection into it,
one page a a time, until al was submerged. The
result was quite spectacular, dimy and senseless, for
| was left with many colour-fugitive stamps that were
then no longer as green as| was. Others could hardly
support their own weight and promptly disintegrated,
or were then "unused, without gum™, or even more
probably "ungummed, without much use" —
whichever way you may like to consider it! But | had
started, not knowing in the least where the "bug"
would lead me. | had at least learned my first lessons
about stamps, the hard way.

At firgt | wasagenera collector, aswere so many of
my contemporaries, avidly accepting anything from
anyone. Astheyearswent by | graduated to Great Bri-
tain, the United States and the Netherlands only,
scarcely meriting thetitle of specidist in any of those
fidlds. Those collections gave way, in due course, to
thematic fever, and financed a fine collection of
material relative to al aspects of Railways. | shal
never quite remember how it happened, but | con-
firmed that | was truly a creature of change by dispos-
ing of the latter for avery good price and beginning to
amass Churchill material with the proceeds, at about
the time of his death and in the years that followed.

It was not until | became a Friend of I.C.S. that |
began to think seriously about the task of presenta-
tion and writing-up of my growing accumulation of
relevant items, nor had | asked mysdf what scope |
would decide upon regarding the "forerunners'
(Churchill Stamps issued before WSC's death) and
"Churchill related” extensions that might be ex-
plored and illustrated. | realised at once that | could
neither aford, obtain or hope to cope with the
political and historical possihilities, such as those so
expertly reviewed in the pages of Finest Houi. | was
very hesitant to venture too far &fidd, until 1 took
particular note of one such illustration. There before

Mr. Finchel, of Tiing, Herts., UK, presented his
collection to the Chuichill Societiesin 1989.

eyeswas the Jubilee set of British stamps of 1887,
with a note about the retention of the Sovereign's
youthful portrait {Finest Hour #45). While these
stamps were on sale when young Winston might have
purchased some, there was no particular direct per-
sonal or historical connection between them and the
rising genius who had yet to start his further educa
tion at Harrow. Contemporary history clearly has its
place in a collection, and | certainly have no quarrel
with the inclusion of the Jubilee set. However, it
made me think. | cameto the conclusion that, if it is
reasonable to go so far afidd in the realm of history,
then it ought to be possible to arrange my collection
as to journey into philately for its own sake. Such
thoughts set the tone for what was to follow.

By thetime | had reached that watershed, | had col-
lected and arranged, often for local exhibitions, most
of the stamps and ancillary material relative to the
period ater the grest man's death. | had dso ac-
cumulated, in boxes and stockbooks, a Szesble
number of pre1965 items, including German
Feldpostkarten, El Sdvador miniature sheets, Ber-
muda typesettings, the much frowned-upon Yemen
sets and amost al of the recognised "forerunners'.
From these, colourful and pleasing though most of
them were, one very dull and unprepossessing little
trio emerged for specid attention and treatment,
namely the red, blue and green overprints of Chur-
chill, Stalin and Roosevelt on the Colombian 5 cen-
tavos Coffee Plantation stamp of 19 July 1945.

In the process of seeking perfect perforations, | soon
had alarge number of these in hand, and each in turn
came under the magnifying glass. It soon became
clear that there were very strange differences in the
figure "5" tablets at the bottom corners of these
stamps. On some, the ova of brown colour around
the white figure was thick, solid and absolutely even
in texture. On othersit was composed of diagond and
quite clearly defined closdy-spaced parallel ridges, in
aways the same direction downwards, from gpprox-
imately 10 o'clock to 4 o'clock. In aminiature way,
the effect can be likened to the difference between a
perfectly flat and rolled field and one that has been ac-
curately ploughed. | tried to decide whether the same
differences were to be found on the basic stamps of
1939, alarge number of which I examined, but found
no redly clear evidence of obvious ridges, merely
fant traces on avery few. It may well be, therefore,
that the "ploughed field" effect is peculiar only to a
small proportion of the overprinted stamps.

| have asked mysdf how it came about that the
"Big Three" Colombian overprints should have been
made on stocks of the American Bank Note Com-
pany's stamp of March 1939. Whereas one might
have expected a 1945 overprint to have been gpplied
to stamps produced much nearer that date — say of
1944 origin — either SG. 590 (Columbian Bank Note
Company) or SG. 484 (Litho. National Printing
Works, Bogota. Paf. YIVi), it is surprising that the
vintage used was laid down six years earlier! Indeed,
one of the strange things | discovered, in a study of
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Origin of the Coffee Plantation stamp wasin June, 1932.

Typical of Finchei's detail is showing size variations.

SOLOMBIA,

3SBAT| yE | 3SDE_CP_THE_19th,_ JULY, _1945. AKD I TS PLACE
THE COMEISAL, TN BES OMLHL STORY. —

June, 1932. FHat-bed Recess, by Waterlow & Sons, Ltd. P. 12j.
Watermark: Irregular wav7 |ines.

The Coffee P antation.

S.0.431. B,490
(Type 17~ fist).

The remaining values of the set sre mounted below.

S.G.429. B.48B. S.0.430. B.489. S.0.433. B.492.
Emeralds. Oil Wells. Oold Mining.

S.0.432. B 491 P ati num M nes.

S.0.434. B 493- C Col unbus.

CCLOMBI A
]

THE COMMEMORATI VE | SSUE OF THE 19th. JULY, 1945, AND | TS PLACE
I N DESI CH H STCRY.

/it the end of Cctober, 1944, a further set of Iithographed, un-

wat er marked stanps was printed by the Betional Printing Wrks,

Bogota. The 5 centavos Coffee Plantation stanp appeared in an
or ange- brown col our.

Cctober, 1944. Twel fth Variation. (Type 3)

As lithographed issue of 27-4-36, but Perf. 12J. No wik.
Mte : Athough the stanps of this issue gauge al nost Preci sely
the 1?i clainmed for them there is 1 vast range of difference
inthe quality of the perforations and, nore particularly, in
the overall sizes of the stanps thus perforated. A nunber of

exanpl es of the 5 centuvos vg_l ue are nounted bel ow illustrating
this.

The Coffee Pl antation.
S.0.484. B. 666.

303 x 29 mm élSXZBme "

In the right-hand exanpl e above, the frane lines of two
originally adjacent stanps appear, although the stanp's own

design lies well withinits own perforations.
31 x 27i nm 31 x 27i mm 32, 33 mm

The renmai nder of this set, whioh includes two distinct types
of the 1 centsvo val ue, are shown on

the fol lowing page

mid-period Colombian stamps, was that where many
of them had been either overprinted, surcharged, or
both, seemingly long obsolete stocks had been used,
even when stocks of a similar design, but from a
much more recent contract, have apparently been
readily available and ripe for such treatment. This
"generation gap" becomes even more noticeable
when stamps of dissimilar design are considered.

The really classic examples are those where old
stocks of the 1917 and 1923-29 Perkins Bacon issues
were resurrected. First surcharged in 1932 (S.G.
427/8), then again in 1935 (S.G. 478], then as Of-
ficids in February, 1937 (S.G. 0.496-508) and finally,
later in that year, surcharged (S.G. 513), they served
many purposes indeed.

| became intrigued by the fact that, between 1932
and 1950, Gibbons Catalogue listed no fewer than 19
Coffee Plantation stamps of 5 centavos value (in-
cluding only one variety — S.G. 498a). | had already
amassed a great deal of material which, when sorted
and closely examined, produced the following addi-
tional items :-

SG. 431.  Both flat-bed and rotary press examples.

SG. 431. FHota Santa-Fe Private Carriers mail bus 5

SG. 481 faﬂpzosij rChaéga?' ith differi

) . Imperforate, and aso with differing gauges.

SG. 482. Imperforate. 99

SG. 483. Distinct shades, and aso a copy with half-
inch imperforate top margin.

SG. 498. Completely misplaced overprints.

SG. 535.  Mint copy, completely without watermark.

SG. 590. Completely imperforate, and others with

doubled frame lines.
S.G.594/5. Similar doubling of frame lines.
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SG. 595 surcharge double (one inverted).

SG. 484. A vast number where, athough the designs
ae of uniform size, the overdl szes,
measured from side to Sde and from bottom
to top, vary by asmuch as IVi millimetres.

SG. 484.  Impeforate.

SG.618. A ma(r:Pi nal block of four, and asingle, with
very clear red offsgts of the portraits on the
gummed side.

SG. 637. Vaz many specimens with truncated or
broken figures, and missing letters in CEN-

TAVO.
SG. 637.  Both imperforate and surcharge inverted
imens.
SG. 641 %Cro& overprint double.
SG.721.  Block of four with overprints smudged

dia?onaly on the gummed side, and an
horizontal pair with overprint double, one
inverted.

. Altogether, therefore, | have been able to find well
in excess of sixty 5 centavos Coffee Plantation stamps
that can be clearly shown to be different from each
other in some particular respect. | have little doubt
that a few others exist; but | am resting reasonably
content m retirement, and no longer stand addicted
to the chase. Naturally | remain hopeful that | may
still have the odd stroke of good fortune, but from
now onwards it will have to come to me, | shall not
go looking for it.

Perhaps my collection and study might have
stopped there, and | might have disposed of the hund-
reds of other Colombian stamps | had accumulated,
cut no — the'interest that had been aroused would
not go away, and it demanded that | should keep and
add to them, so as to form a study not only of the Cdf-



Issue of the "Big Three" overprint was during Potsdam.

This page illustrates the two main types of value tablets.

COLOMBIA.

THE COMMEMORATI VE | SSPE OF THE 19th. JULY, 1945. AND I TS PLACE
| H DESI GN HI STORY.

We now come to the particular stanps which formed the main
inspiration for the conmencenment of the design study which
has been undertaken.
19th. July, 1945. The Thirteenth, Fourteenth
and Fifteenth Variations.

(Type 4)

Overprints of "Three Great Men", in BLUE, GREEK
and RED on the 5 centavos brown Coffee Plantation stenp
of Anmerican Bank Note Conpany (S,0.535. B.599).
Perf. 12. Watermark: C between wavy |ines,

The overprints show a rather rough representation of the heads

of Josef Stalin, Franklin D. Roosevelt and Wnston S Churchill.

This waa presumably dons as a gesture of goodwi Il towards the

Leaders of the Allies, who were still endeavouring to defeat

the Japanese. Three-quarters of a million overprints were made,

2.500 sheets (of 100 stanps) being prepared of each colour.
Blue, Green and Red.

In addition to there being collectible itens showi ng various
shades of the overprint, there are also aone very interesting
features in the value tablets of the basic stanps thensel ves.
Whereas, in nost cases, the colour in the tablets Is heavy,
suffused and standing high in blotches, exanples are found
where the tablet colouring is very clearly achieved by quite
plain and distinot croas-hatching. The rough illustration on
the follow ng page shows the range of variations much nore
effectively than a verbal description. | have endeavoured to
show specific exanples in this Collection,

The Basic Issues, in the state npat commonly_encountered
(Solid Colour)
"Three Great

The Coffee PI an?qanon

S.G.620. B.684. S.0.619. B.685. 2.0.618. B.686.
a i
Overprint Ovsrprint Qverprint
Blus, Green. Red.

COLOMBIA,

THE COMVEMORATI VE | SSUE OF THE 19th. JULY, 1945, AND I TS PLACE
I N PESI CH HI STCRY.

The two representative tablets bel ow show (in diagramform

the extreme ranges of what nmay be encountered in a study of

the value tablets of the "Three Geat Men" overprinted issue
of the above date.

Pict QU al repr esentations of th»

axtrwaaa of engraving_varlatlona on

Lhe value tablets,

S. G 620. B.684.
Sol i d Background.

S. G 620. B. 684.
O oss- hat ched Backgr ound.

fee Plantation types, varieties and errors, but aso of
such festures as had occurred in the various " sets" in
which they are classified. Starting with the 1932 s,
there are flat-bed and rotary prints of al values, with
the possible exception of the 20 centavos Columbus
value. Of dl the catalogues | consulted at the time of
my research, only that of Leo Temprano listed a
rotary print of this. All the specimens| have handled
have been, | believe, flat-bed prints 18x23%
millimetersin size, and | do not know which dimen-
son e\(/jvould be increased if arotary print could be ob-
tained.

Next came the 1934-35 trio, with marked differ-
ences in design, including the somewhat odd reversal
of the posture of the gold miner. The 1935-38 litho-
graphed st produced some imperforate pairs, but
otherwise not much philatelic interest. The 1937 OF-
ficids, on the other hand, produced some truly
remarkable results as regards the positioning of the
overprints. Gross misplacements occur, even'to the
point where they appear either as HCIAL O or L
OFCIA. Also of interest in this set is an horizontal
pair of the 1 peso value, with the overprints at en-
tirely different levels verticaly.

The 1939 st (the really important one because it
contains the basic stamp of the Churchill trio which
followed sx years later) produced few surprises
beyond the lack of watermark aready referred to. The
1944 set dso was fairly predictable, enhanced only by
the production of imperforate stamps, some with
margins on one or more sides that are as wide or tall
as the designs themselves! The surcharges on this set
have dready been mentioned. The 1944 lithographed

st is of note only for the very poor quality of the per-
forations and the raggedness of the detail.

We then come to the main interest, the Big Three
of 1945. Mint margina blocks of four make a good
showing. Similar blocks appear on First Day Cards.
These cards are officid postal stationery, produced in
lithography by Perkins Bacon, impressed with a 2
centavos stamp similar in design to SG. 364, but
bearing instead a view of the National Capital in
Bogota. Each card aso bears an horizonta pair of the
'A centavo Obligatory Tax stamps, SG. 609. Whilst
the adhesive stamps are cancdled with a normal
black C.D.S., the lithographed stamp is cancelled
with acircular carmine-purple rubber stamp with COR-
REOS DE COLOMBIA — PRIMER DIA DE CIRCULACION in a Circle,
but with nointegral date. Thedate 19 JUL 196 hasthen
been added, in similar ink, by the use of a greatly
oversize rubber dater. Since no addresses gppear on
the three cards, they must be considered as "can-
celed to order.” Apat from clear colour offsets on
the gummed side, and the "ploughed fidd effect"
?iready mentioned, this set has produced no surprises
or me.

So far, | have tried to deal with the Coffee Planta
tion individua stamps and the various "sets" in
which they occur. Having reached that point, | could
well have sad that | had completed that particular
theme, aslinked with Sr Winston. However, | could
not help redising that a greet ded of study and in-
terest would be missed if | did not pursue the matter
still further. | therefore set out to show and describe
the stamps which had a distinct connection with
those dready studied. It entailed picking up the
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