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D-Day Anniversary Features
10 Operation Overlord 1944-19%4
Thoughts from Normandy
with Britain's D-Day veterans, and remarks
to American veterans at Grosvenor Square
by Winston S Churchill, MP

23 How the King Stopped Chur chill
from Risking His Life
Theo Aronson's "Battle Roya" in Monarchy

29 The Kevin Francis D-Day Toby
Genesis of the Commemorative Jug

40 D-Day Plus...the Story in Stamps
Overlord and its Aftermath
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12 Four Outstanding New Books

Amidst an outpouring of attack-books comes

a quartet no Churchillian should be without

by Richard M. Langworth
12 Pure Gold: Gilbert's"In Search of Churchill"
151CS New Book Service
16 One of the Best: Rose's " Unruly Life"
18 We Need Thid: Lawlor's" Palitics of War"
19 Great Quotes: Humes's" Wit and Wisdom"
20" The Chur chill War Papers” Volumell
20 " The Churchills: Pioneersand Politicians’
21 Ponting's" Churchill" by David Marquand
22" Churchill'sDeception,” by WilliamPartin

"| fed like one, Who treads alone,
Some banquet hall deserted,
Whose lights are fled, Whose garlands dead,

by Barbara F. Langworth

4  Amid These Storms

5 International Datelines
23 InsidetheJournals
32 Despatch Box
34 Woods Corner
36 Riddles, Mysteries, Enigmas
37 ICSPeople
38 Action This Day
40 Churchill in Stamps
47 Churchilltrivia
48 Immortal Words

24 On to Scapa Flow! 7th International Churchill Tour

And dl but he departed!" -wsc QUOTING THOMAS MOORE

29 Bric-a-brac: Kevin Francis & Wedgwood

Today's most prolific producer of Churchilliana faces
change. Noel Thorley revealed as Wedgwood copyist.
by DouglasJ. Hall

42 Churchill and Eastern Europe, Part 2
Poland and Germany—the Balancing Act
by Sanley E. Smith

Cover: "After theBattle," reproduced
from a painting by George A. Campbell of
the Prime Minister in the uniform of a
colonel of the 4th Hussars while visiting
the Third Division H.Q. at Schloss
Moyland during the crossing of the Rhine
at Xanten on 24 March 1945. Published
by permission of After the Battle, Battle
of Britain Prints International Ltd.,
London, and Mr. Gordon Ramsey.
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OOKS ABOUT CHURCHILL are pouring off the presses in greater numbers

than any year since 1974. Although we have designated this issue with its

eight book notices our "Autumn Book Number," as this is written Andrew
Roberts has published Eminent Churchillians and Celia Sandys is about to release
From Winston With Love and Kisses. Coming soon is David Thomas's Churchill: The
Member for Woodford (the story of WSC as a constituency MP) and David
Jablonsky's Churchill and Hitler, a selection of essays on the political-military direc-
tion of World War |11 by the noted military historian. And in the wings is Martin
Gilbert'sediting of The Winston Chur chill — Emery Reves Correspondence, contai ning
no fewer than 300 letters from WSC to his publishing collaborator on crucial issues
and bookish pursuits, which should be an important addition to our knowledge of
Churchill as literateur. This is al to the good, of course, especially since it seems
that the rash of muckraking nonsense-treatises which dominated the headlines for
the last year or so has given way to more serious and contemplative studies of
Churchill, by people genuinely interested in the truth.

I think perhaps we don't say often enough that we are genuinely interested in
the truth. In sixteen years as editor of thisjournal | can count the number of people
who refuse to accept any criticism of WSC on one hand. Churchillians can afford to
be broadminded, for they understand that the great man's virtues far outweighed
his flaws, for he was as Martin Gilbert said a man of quality — a good guide for
the future, and for generations now reaching adulthood.

# WILL the gentleman who telephoned us about his piece on the 1946 Fulton
speech please contact the editor to discuss this subject.

# FLYING HYPHENS have recently bedevilled the text in certain articles, where
they mysteriously enter into words and subdivide them at someplace other than
the end of aline. Thisis a computer glitch which we are correcting. Apologies.

# BLETCHLEY PARK, near Milton Keynes, England, where experts served
Churchill by cracking the German codes during the war, has recently been opened
to the public for the first time, under the aegis of the Bletchley Park Trust. This is
an important development, about which Douglas Hall will report next issue.

# 1T WAS said of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis that "she taught us how to grieve,”
which suggests that we didn't know how to grieve before she taught us. Rather, |
think, it was she who reminded a grieving world of certain Churchillian qualities,
and at least two of Sir Winston's maxims: never despair...never givein.

Finest Hour probably published Mrs. Onassis's last words in print, her tribute to
Randolph Churchill in our twenty-fifth anniversary number a year ago. A skilled
editor, she did not write much, and gave only two interviews in her life, one of
which is sealed for years to come. Although she was a very private person, her
judgment of people was much to the point, and worth knowing.

Those who loved or admired her understood her quiet integrity, and much
more besides. Her country isin her debt, not only for her qualities of character but
for her service to it. Unless you lived in that time you cannot conceive what a great
ambassador she was, carrying all before her. "I am the man who accompanied
Jacqueline Kennedy to Paris," her husband said, "and | have enjoyed mysdf." Her
taste and sensitivity revitalized the White House. With her help Grand Central
Station, ~n architectural masterpiece, was saved for New York City. She gave her
children a private life in the face of appalling intrusions. And most of al, in the
worst four or five days anyone over the age of forty remembers, she held a nation
together. She will always be the First Lady to me.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH
The editor's opinions are his own and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Churchill Societies or their Trustees.
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QUOTE OF THE SEASON: "IRELAND"

"Let uson our part bevery careful that wedo all wehaveto doin scrupulou§:30 PM on Friday the 28th and from
and meti culous good faith, and even—if | may dar ethewor d—in credul ousgood faiff-noon and 2-6:30 PM on Saturday. -
Let usnot beled by impatience, by prejudice, by vexation, by anxiety, intocourses ~ Tickets cost $25 each; anyone 25 or
whichwould lay usopen to chargesof fickleness or levity in dealing with thoseissuesi&sier is free and ICS will sponsor
long lasting astherel ations between thetwo islands. Let usso direct our stepsthat, ififty students. Please order tickets
spite of every disappointment, we givethis Treaty arrangement every possible chandé@n the Washington Chapter, ICS,

becoming thetrueact of reconciliation."
-WSC ON BRITAIN AND IRELAND, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 31 MAY 1922

" Churchill Was Smoker,"

Higtorian's Shock Claim

STOP FRESS — The late Sir Winston
Churchill was "a compulsive smok-
er," according to controversial histo-
rian Andrew Lloyd-Roberts in an
article in Spectacularlyboring Maga-
zine this week. "Churchill put the
lives of his entire Cabinet at risk by
subjecting them to passive cigar
smoke," the controversialist explains
at length. His findings are based on a
photograph from the Daily Telegraph
on 11 July 1943, showing the hitherto-
respected war leader puffing a huge
cigar. "It is quite clear," the historian
continued, "that Churchill imperilled
the whole Allied war effort by this
smokeism and his reckless smokist
behaviour." Churchill, however, was
defended by his contemporary Lord
Deedes, the highly respected lawn
mower and chainsaw expert, who
wrote in a 3,000-word riposte in the
Daily Telegraph: "Y ou haveto remem-
ber that, to men of his generation,
smoking was still regarded as accept-
able."

-By our Higtorically Correct Seff

the Duke of Marlboro Country

A UK CUTTING SENT TO US BY
DR. DAVID STAFFORD, UNIV. OF EDINBURGH

Newly Published: TheDream

and Shall We Commit Suicide

NEW HAMPHIRE, SEPT 20TH — ICS
United States has reprinted The
Dream, Churchill's haunting short
story about the return of his father to
his studio in 1947, which it published
in a limited edition of 500 copies in
1986. The Dream will be available
from ICS Stores by the time you read
this at $15 postpaid. It is a marvelous

and unique piece of writing, as WSC
tells his father the history of the
world since Lord Randolph's death
in 1895, never revealing the parts he
played. Also republished for the first
time in seventy years is Churchill's
prescient essay, "Shal We Commit
Suicide?," an accurate 1924 prediction
of warsto come, $10 from ICS Stores.
Finally, though sidetracked by
ICS work, the editor continues to
make progress on his Guide to the
Booksof Sr Winston Churchill, whose
availability will be announced soon.

" Churchill as Peacemaker"
WASHINGTON, DC, OCT. 28/29TH —
The Churchill Center for the Study of
Statecraft and the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars host
the first Nation's Capital Churchill
Symposium, with ten academic
papers by American and British his-
torians on Churchill's role as peace-
maker over fifty years, from his
youth as a Liberal radical to his
search for a"find settlement” in 1953.

British academics are Sr Robert
Rhodes James, MP; Dr. Paul Addison;
and official biographer Martin
Gilbert. Americans include Mr. Dou-
glas Feith; Professors Williamson
Murray, Frank Mayer and Steven
Lambakis;, and ICS Academic Com-
mittee Professors Kirk Emmert, James
Muller and Manfred Weidhorn. Also
participating as discussants or moder-
ators are Professors Warren Kimball,
Patrick Powers and Paul Rahe. Martin
Gilbert, who will be busy on Volume
3 of TheChurchill War Papers, will be
absent and his paper read; a full dis-
cussion will follow and be relayed to
him for comment.

The Symposium occurs from 2-

2037 Wethersfield Ct., Reston VA
22091 or telephone Ron Helgemo at
(703) 351-2967.

Symposium chairman James
Muller says, "We are very grateful to
the Wilson Center, to our participat-
ing academics, and to the Friends of
ICS whose support makes this event
possible” Richard Langworth, Presi-
dent of ICS/USA, adds, "This first
Nation's Capital Symposium turns
away from war and examines
Churchill's role on an appropriate
subject in 1994. 1t will prove the value
of studying Churchill's statecraft: a
sure guide to modern problems.”

London Take-Off on D-Day +1

LONDON, JUNE 7TH — On the day
after D-Day, fifty new Friends of ICS
United Kingdom were recruited by
Wylma Wayne at a private party she
hosted in her apartment in St.
James's, moving the UK past Canada
as the second-largest Churchill Soci-
ety, now nearing 400 strong. Three

Dominic Sandys, Celia Sandys, Lady Soames, June 7th.

generations of Churchills attended:
Patron of the Society Lady Soames;
Winston and Minnie Churchill; Celia
Sandys and her son, Dominic Wal-
ters. Winston Churchill spoke about
the D-Day ceremonies he had just
attended at Normandy (see his piece
thisissue), while David Boler, Society
chairman, spoke to the new Friends
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International Datelines...
about the Society's ambitions."We
areon adriveto pull inyouth,” Boler
told the Daily Telegraph's reporter.
"Corks exploded, cheques were writ-
ten, and new conscripts lined up,"
the reporter wrote. Cdlia Sandys, Sir
Winston's grand-daughter, spoke
about her own upcoming book, From
Winston With Loveand Kisses. "There
have been some awful books recent-
ly, but | can assure you there'll be
nothing revisionist about mine."

In addition to this impressive
membership campaign, the new UK
committee are planning future
events, including a dinner to com-
memorate the 120th anniversary of
Churchill's birth in November, and
what Ms. Wayne promises will be "a
spectacular event" to celebrate the
50th Anniversary of V-E Day, in the
Imperia War Museum, 8 May 1995.

UK Friends willing to help with
time and effort are most welcome to
contact David Boler at PO Box 244,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 OYF, or
ring him at (071) 247-2345.

12th International Conference 1995
Boston, October 26-28th

The Copley Plaza Hotel, "Grand
Dame" of Boston on Copley Square,
is the site of the three-day 1995 Inter-
national Conference, hosted by ICS
New England under chairwoman
Barbara Langworth. The Copley was
selected for its sophisticated old
world charm and elegant facilities,
but it dso offers ICS a very low rate,
$159/£100 per room, 40% below the
"street price" and lower than 1993.
"This underlines our commitment to
make this conference as affordable as
it will be memorable," says Barbara.
" Advanceregistrationwill be offered at
money saving rates, and dinner
priceswill be reasonable.”

To avoid overlapping two
weeks, the Conference runs Thurs-
day-Saturday, with the two main din-
ners Friday and Saturday nights and
a farewd| breskfast Sunday, enabling

you to be home Sunday night. Thurs-
day events will be optional—some
panel discussions and a Boston Har-
bor lobster/clambake cruise, building
on Friday to the Saturday climax.
Mark your calendar now for a
brilliant affair: great speakers, absorb-
ing panels, student presentations,
music and fine dining, and one of the
finest collections of World War 11
print media and memorabilia in the
world. Boston, site of our conference
ten years ago, is a compact, elegant
city filled with history and culture.
Volunteersareneededto helpwith
dl kinds of interesting work! If you
wish to help in any way, please con-
tact Barbara Langworth at (603) 746-
4433 or fax (603) 746-4260 weekdays.

ICS/Audralia Sub-Office
WEMBLEY, WA., MAY 17TH — Long-
time Friend of ICS Robin Linke (pro-
nounced "Linkey") has organised a
subscription office for the conve-
nience of Australians who wish to
renew or subscribe in Australian dol-
lars. The Australian rate of A$34 cov-
ers four issues of Finest Hour plus
specialized publications.

Although ICS/Australia has
never been independent with its own
rules and committee, Australians
have been able to subscribe in local
currency since 1972. In addition, sev-
eral Australians are in touch with
ICS/USA about formally establishing
an Australian Society. Any others
interested may write the editor who
will put them dl in touch. Whether to
institute aforma Australian ICSis, of
course, the business of Australians;
every possible help, including a sup-
ply of publications from ICS/USA, is
assured.

Australians whose Finest Hour
labels bear the number "P84" or
"R84" or lower should renew by
sending $34 to Robin Linke, 181 Jer-
sey &, Wembley 6014. Cheque, Visa
or MasterCard are welcome. Funds
are periodically transferred to the
USA to cover the cost of publications.
The address is 181 Jersey S, Wemb-
ley 6014. Many thanks, Mr. Linke.

Pear|l Harbor: Churchill Vindicated
LONDON, AUGUST 2ND — Key
wartime documents made public
today by the Public Record Office at
Kew prove conclusively what Finest
Hour and every serious historian
have said al along: that Churchill
didn't know about the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor until it hap-
pened. The secret report was pre-
pared in 1945 by A. Hillgarth and R.
T. Barrett of Britain's Naval Intelli-
gence Division to summarize exactly
what Britain knew of the matter.

Dr Anthony Best, lecturer in
international history at the London
School of Economics, cited British
Intelligence as saying, "It is not our
fault, we did not have enough infor-
mation to go on, and we did not
know anything about the attack until
it occurred." Since the report was
intended for internal use, Best contin-
ued, "there was no intention to con-
ceal the truth ... Naval Intelligence
did not know, so it was impossible
for Churchill to have foreknowledge.

"The documents say we had not
penetrated Japan's plan to attack
Pearl Harbour [and] the United States
knew, as did our own command, that
it was impossible to keep track of
every Japanese unit. There was
enough to keep U.S. authorities on
the alert, especially given Japan's
record of making surprise raids with-
out declaring war. [But] the clear
implication of the documents is that
the Americans only had themselves
to blame."Dr Best's book, Britain
Japan and Pear| Har bour, will bepub-
lished next year by Rutledge.

-MICHAEL SMITH, DAILY TELEGRAPH

Indians (Yed) Defend Chur chill
HULL, UK, MAY 3RD — Indian scholars
have leapt to the defence of Churchill
who was dubbed a "racist" in
Andrew Robertssnew book, Eminent
Churchillians. Bhikhu Parekh, profes-
sor of political theory at Hull Univer-
sty saysthe charge is "far too crude,”
while Nirad Chaudhuri in Oxford
sputtered with rage: "l am an admir-
er of Churchill." Historian Radhakr-
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ishnan Nayar added, "Indians are
more favourably disposed to
Churchill than you might expect.”

This robust response by Indians
shows their nation's capacity for
humanity and understanding rather
in the lead of certain British counter-
parts. Nayar pointed out that
Churchill admired warrior national-
igs like the Mahdi, but was contemp-
tuous of lawyer nationalists like
Gandhi. Parekh added, "When India
became arepublic [WSC] went out of
his way to accommodeate it within the
Commonwealth...I wouldn't say he
was aracis — he was a Zionist, who
caled the Jews 'the most formidable
and the most remarkable race which
has ever appeared in the world.™

Latviesu

Krasts'95

(Latvian Coast '95)

JUNE 1995 — Two directors of
ICS/USA, Douglas Russdl of lowa
and Richard Langworth of New
Hampshire, will bicycle the 300-mile
Latvian coast from Lithuania to Esto-
nia next June, marking "the end of
World War |1 and the continuing
struggle of Latvia for freedom and
independence." Donations of "X per
mile" will support the Latvian
National War Veterans Association, a
charity benefitting veterans who
fought for Latvias independence.

"Sir Winston would approve,"
Langworth says. "Although he was
not much for exercise, he was exer-
cised about Bdtic freedom. Though
he failed to prevent the postwar reoc-
cupation, he refused to recognize
Soviet annexations, saw that Latvian
gold in London was kept out of Sovi-
et hands and encouraged emigre
organizations in Britain. It was his

oft-gtated wish that the Bdltic peoples
be free. This trip celebrates that
achievement.”

Langworth and Russdll are being
assisted in their effort by Richard
Ralph, British Ambassador to Latvia
and a Friend of ICS, formerly Head
of Chancery at the Embassy in Wash-
ington. Radio Latviais assigting with
route planning and the securing of a
van to carry luggage and spares. "
think a spare wheel and some spokes
might be handy," says Russell.
"Donations of "X per mile' are only
for bike miles; if we haveto cover any
distance aboard the van, it doesn't
count." Riders will use their own
bicycles, and will stay mainly a guest
houses and B&Bs They are commit-
ting two weeks, expecting to average
thirty milesaday. If any cycling read-
er is interested in joining the team,
please contact the editor.

A Sunny Memory

TORONTO, JUNE 6TH — Sunnybrook
Health Science Centre has been the
healing and restorative home for
thousands of Canadian soldiers,
sailors and aircrew injured in service
to their country, particularly during
thetwo world wars. It is ill the per-
manent home for several hundred
man and women who served in the
Canadian and Allied forces. What
better way to honour Sunnybrook
war veterans than with a bust of the
man who led the fight for freedom?

EMREMT L L

ICS, Canada President Randy Barber at Sunnybrook.

A beautiful bronze sculpture of
Sr Wington Churchill by Ernest Raab
was unveiled here today by Ontario
Premier Bob Rae and Secretary of
State for Veterans Lawrence

MacAualy, in the presence of the
British, American and French Consul
Generals. ICS was formdly acknowl-
edged at the ceremony, attended by
Friends of ICS Randy Barber, John
Plumpton, Bernard Webber, Charles
Anderson and Glynne Jenkins.

The event was part of Canada
Remembers, a national programme
beginning in 1994 to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of mgor events
leading to the end of the Second
World War. -JOHN FLUMPTON

Kissinger in NY, Kimball in NJ

NEW YORK, APRIL 26TH—Severa
Friends of ICS gathered tonight at
Chartwell Booksdllers where former
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
was on hand to inscribe copies of his
new book, Diplomacy, and to speak
about Churchill's diplomatic art.

"The problem for statesmen is
that they must act on assessments
that cannot be proved true when
made," Kissinger stated. "Churchill
was such a statesman, who today we
see as an overwhelming personality,
but who in the 1930s was viewed by
many as a faled palitician. Churchill
was willing to walk alone with opin-
ions based on a well developed phi-
losophy and clear notion of Britain's
roleinworld palitics.

In Red Bank, N.J. on July 214t
Professor Warren and Mrs. Jackie
Kimball were hosted by Barbara &
Parker Lee, Gil & Kathy lies, George
& Barbara Lewis and Fr. William
Benwdll for a discussion of Roosevelt
and Churchill. So successful was this
that more such meetings are planned
inthe near future, PARKER H. LEEM

ICSWaghington

BOWIE, MD., JULY 21ST — Ouir third
event this year was a picnic at John
Mather's house. Thirty Friends and
guests watched videotapes of WSC
speeches and discussed Dr. Mather's
book on Churchill's health (FH #82
pp28-9). The next chapter event will
be the annua meeting October 20th
a the Marvin Center, GW Univ. For
info, contact Ron Helgemo (page 2).
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Errata: Finest Hour #33

The review of Dame Fdicity Peake's
Pure Chance (pages 32-33) failed to
state availability and price, which
are: £16.95 from Airlife Publishing
Ltd., Shrewsbury, England. Also, re
the cover painting, HM S Indomitable
was launched in 1940, not 1939.

D-Day at Southampton

MAY 27TH — ICSwas represented a a
D-Day commemoration a Roya Vic-
toria Park, by former chairman David
Porter, treasurer Pil Pilgrim and Mrs.
Pilgrim, and membership secretary Jil
Kay. Mr. Filgrim was also attending in
his capacity as chairman of the RAF
Bomber Command Association.

HRH the Duke of Edinburgh
inspected many hundreds of veterans
and combatants, both British and
Allied. At one point David Porter was
pleased to hear the Duke comment of
Sir Winston, "A great man who
shaped the destiny of this country.”

The national and armed forces
flags of the United Kingdom and
Allies fluttered on a mild English sum-
mer's day as four military bands
played traditional airs and afly-past of
RAF and USAF WW?2 and modern air-
craft added to the poignancy of the
moment. After the ceremony a '40s
atmosphere was revived by a superb
performance of Glenn Miller music by
the U.S. Army Fidd Band. Naval ships
were anchored on Southampton
Water, overlooked by the Park. HRH
Prince Philip aboard Royal Yacht Bri-
tannia to carry out a review of the
Fleet. -D.J FORTER

David Porter Thanked

Lady Soames presents gift of appreciation to outgo-
ing UK chairman David Porter, Chartwell, 16 April.
Sested: Michael Wybrow, Pil Pilgrim, Nick Soames.

Liberation Soir Reprint
For thosewho -
didn't get them
yearsago, Bill Beat-
ty again makes
availableexcdlent
color photocopies
of the French libera-
tion paper during
thevigit of
Churchill to Paris on Armistice Day
1944. This superb memento of the
events fifty years ago is available post-
paid for US$15, £10 and $22 Canadian
or Australian. (US checks payable to
Bill Beatty, Aussie cheques payable
Robin Linke, other checks payable to
ICS). Send orders to Bill Bestty, 194
Connor Drive, Henrietta NY 14467.
Proceeds go to ICStreasuries.

French Tribute

MOUGINS FRANCE, JULY 14TH — An
8 bronze hand
raised in the V-sign
was unveiled on

. \4 the French Riviera
\?_ / i It was the idea of a
\iar“-.i former Resistance

fighter Jean-Paul
_ Colas, 83, who said
{ the French must
remember Chur-
chill's part in the
; defeat of Naz-

ism: "Without
Churchill there would have been no
De Gaulle, without De Gaulle there
would have been no liberation." Our
only concern about this one is which
way the other side of the hand is fac-
ing; not toward the English Channdl,
we hope.

i

Herb Goldberg, R.I.P.

His many friends regret the passing of
Dr. Herbert Goldberg, 85, on 20
August. A native of New York, his
interest in WSC dated from his days as
a medical student. A Fellow of ICS,
Herb lectured widely on Churchill,
including a 1993 Chapter meeting.

It Won't Be Long Now
PORTSMOUTH, MARCH 10TH — The
lunacy of anti-smoking crusaders, who

would sue a car company if they
crashed while speeding, has moved
from grandstanding American con-
gressmen and disregard of scientific
evidence over "passive smoke" to the
logos of grammar schools. Anti-smok-
ists today forced a school named after
engineering genius and cigar aficiona:
do Isambard Kingdom Brunei to
remove the cigar from his mouth in its
logo. A spokeswoman for the Brunei
Middle School in Portsmouth, Eng-
land, said his smoking image was now
considered "inappropriate" for chil-
dren. How soon before we have to
defend the hundreds of images of You
Know Who?-RVIL

ChristinaBack on theMarket

KEENE, NH, USA, AUGUST 1ST — The
sale of the former Onassis yacht
Christina, reported here last issue fdl
through. If you missed it the first time,
here'syour chance. Only $2.2 million...

Regtitution

WASHINGTON, MARCH 1ST — British
Prime Minister John Mgor, who was
put up overnight in the White House,
was the firgt British PM so accommo-
dated since Churchill.

Assassination Plot Confirmed
LONDON, MAY 1ST — Four Nazi
assassins with orders to kill Churchill
in North Africain 1943 were trailed by
British intelligence, newly released
war papers state.The plot was foiled
by intercepted German messages, and
Attlee cabled Churchill, "Attempts are
going to be made to bump you off."
Attlee warned Churchill not to
follow his present route and to cut out
visits to Algiers and Gibraltar, stop-
ping only at Marrakesh. The head of
British SIS, Mg. Gen. Sr Stuart Men-
zies ("C") named Hans Peter Schulze,
head of German Intelligence, Tangier,
as the man behind the plot. Schulze
had requested pistols, ammunition,
poisons and mines from Berlin. The
files confirm that "at least four sabo-
teurs" crossed the frontier on 4 Febru-
ary, but reveal no further details.
Churchill heeded Attlee's warning
and changed his flight plan. $
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Inthebook field, nothingismore popular than Churchillian quotes. Sprinkling theminto " Inter-
national Datelines, "aswe've donerecently, isn't as effective asthis separ ate column. We concen-

trateon thelesser known quotes, or well-known oneswhich have been mangled recently. -Ed.

STATESMANSHIP

"Statesmen are not cdled upon to
settle the easy questions. These often
settle themselves. It is when the bal-
ance quivers and the proportions are
veiled in mist that the opportunities
for world-saving decisions present
themselves." [Attribution requested.]

TRUTH

"Truth is so precious that she
must aways be attended by a body-
guard of lies" -to Stdin (who enjoyed
it) at Teheran.

USA VS. UK SYSTEMS

"l said it seemed to me that the
British Parliamentary system, where
the leader of government could be
changed within a short time span, had
much to commend it over the Ameri-
can system. | shall never forget Mr.
Churchill's reply: 'Ah yes, Mr. Byrd,
but don't forget this — that the great
strength of the American system is
that the forty-eight states, acting
through their own legidatures, can, to
a very consderable degree determine
their own affars You in America are

not centraized like we arein England.’
Never had | heard such an eloquent
appraisal of States Rights.” -Sen. Harry
Byrd Jr. addressing ICS, Richmond,
Va 191

MONEY GRUBBING

In his third and find speech to a
joint sesson of Congress, Churchill is
dleged to have said, "'l have not come
here to ask you for money,” and then
after a well-timed pause added, "for
mysdf!" Congress broke up. He had
them in his pocket, and went on to
develop a strong argument for Ameri-
can financial aid to Britain. We have
not found a recording of the passage
and are thus unable to confirm this,
which is never included in printed
versions. Recordings are unreliable as
they could have been edited. Can any
reader confirm that "for mysdf* was
actualy uttered?

"KLOP"

Churchill hated staplers, and used
ahole punch to prepare documents for
threading with "treasury tags': small
metal bars joined by a portion of

string. He referred to the puncher as
"Klop" for the sound it made—an
onomatopoeic invention, writes

Humes in Wit and Wisdom: "He
preferred the hard bite of Anglo-Saxon
monosyllablesto Latin polysyllables.”

Early in her secretarial career,
Martin Gilbert records, WSC com-
manded Kathleen Hill: "Fetch me
Klop." Wise about history, Mrs. Hill
found aten-volumework onthefdl of
the House of Stuart by a Dutchman
named Klop on the top shelf of the
library, and proudly laid the volumes
at WSC's feet. "Christ Almighty!," the
great man exclaimed.

INVENTING TERMS

Two items dtered in the latest edi-
tion of Humes are Churchillisms:
"arboricide" (he accused Clementine
of this when she had his favorite tree
chopped down) and "black velvet." |
am not convinced that Humes's cor-
rection to the second term ("a frequent
phrase for death") is absolutely cor-
rect. | recal WSC saying that he imag-
ined death to be "a long sleep on a
black velvet pillow," occasiondly gir-
ring, but going back to sleep again.
Can a reader confirm that he termed
death itsdf "black velvet"? $

Projects Pending

*" Churchill Stamp Catalogue: An upcoming ICS publication will catalogue dl the Churchill stamps issued, including locds, labels
and German propaganda Feldpost cards, edited by Celwyn Bdl. As the book nears completion, would anyone who has a contribution,
comment or variety to report kindly send theinformation to C.P. Bdl, Unit 7,47 Biggs Drive, Riverview, NB Canada E1B 4T2.

" "Reader's Guide to the Books of Sir Winston Churchill": Thisis not a Bibliography, but a book designed to tell you what you are
holding in your hand: firs vs. later editions, states, variants, dustwrappers and other phenomena which often make the difference
between value and worthlessness. Covered are al hardbound books in "Woods Section A," including foreign language editions,
though the main emphasis is on English, American, Canadian and Australian issues. Anyone with comments or observations in these
areas should kindly write Richard Langworth, 181 Burrage Road, Hopkinton NH USA, td (603) 746-4433, fax 746-4260.

<¢' Churchill's Health: Dr. John Mather iswriting abook on this subject (see hisarticlein FH #82). Relevant comments and information
arewelcomeat 12144 | ong Ridge Lane, Bowie MD 20715 USA.

<¢' Churchill's Military Careen Douglas S. Russdl: iswriting abook on this subject and welcomes information c/o Stein & Russdll, 221
1/2 E. Washington &, lowaCity |A 52240 USA.

+" Bibliography: Frederick Woods is preparing a new edition of his "Bibliography of the Works of Sr Winston Churchill" and is tour-
ing North America on research this autumn. Contact him at 266 Hungerford Rd., Crewe, Cheshire CW11HG, England. $5
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Thoughts from
Normandy
with Britain's
D-Day veterans,
and remarks
to American
veterans
at Grosvenor
Square

BY WINSTON S. CHURCHILL, MP

HAT awonderfully proud day! Britain's D-Day

veterans, and many from America and Canada,

had retuned in their thousands to recal that
heroic day when, in the prime of their youth, they had
stormed ashore in the face of formidable defences and a
withering fire from the enemy. They had returned —
many for the last time — to pay a find, tearful tribute to
their falen comrades.

While waiting for the formal international ceremony to
start on Omaha Beach, where the Americans had taken
2400 casuaties on D-Day, the Prime Minister's wife,
Norma Mgor, asked, "What would it have been like on
the day?" With the waves gently lapping the stretch of
golden sand in front of us, it was not an easy task to con-
jure up in the mind's eye the scene of fifty years ago, espe-
cially as| was barely 31/2 years old at the time. Nonethe-
less, | did my best:

"Instead of the eight warships we see today (overshad-
owed by the looming bulk of the US carrier George Wash-
ington), there were 5000 mgjor warships dff these shores,
bombarding the enemy defences with al they had, while
2,000 landing craft, aided by flotillas of minesweepers,
sought to find a path through the minefields to land the
troops,tanks and equipment on the beaches. There fear-
some coils of barbed wire and more mines awaited the in-

Srwindon's grandson Is Member of Parliament for Davyhulme,
Manchegter, and an Honorary Member of the Churchill Societies
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vaders and the sand was pockmarked with exploding
shells and mortars as, overhead, some 11,000 Allied
fighter and bomber aircraft pounded the defenders.

"The thunderous noise of the big guns, the explosions
of the shells, the bark of machine-guns, the smell of
cordite, the swirl of smoke, the fear in the hearts of those
young men (their average age was 21 and the mgjority
had never heard a shot fired in anger), the agony of the
wounded, the sacrifice..."

After the solemnity of the Services of Commemoration
held at Bayeux and four other British military ceremonies
in the morning, with such evocative English hymns as: "O
God, Our help in ages past,” "Praise, my soul, the King of
heaven" and a reading from Pilgrim's Progress; after the
pomp of the International Commemoration at Omaha
Beach with parades of units and bands of the twelve na-
tions that took part in the landings, the British Commemo-
rative Parade on the beaches of Arromanches in the
evening was very much a family affair. | ft privileged to
be there, as the grandson of the man who was the inspira-
tion of "Operation Overlord" and, as | arrived, a cheer of
"Good Old Winnie!" went up from the crowd in memory
of the man who had led them from the brink of defeat
through to victory.

With the evening sunlight struggling to break through
the overcast sky, Britain's D-Day veterans were drawn up
in a sguare on the beach beneath this seepy seaside vil-
lage. In the background, the assault ship HM S Fearless had




her gaping bow-doors open, while behind her aflaotilla of
Royal Navy ships fired a twenty-four gun salute.

Then they marched past, over 7,000 of them, erect of
bearing and with the same spirit they had shown fifty
years ago, but weighed down by medals, and by age.
They marched past their Sovereign with pride and ban-
ners flying, as military bands struck up with such old
favourites as "It's a long way to Tipperary,” "Pack up
your troubles in your old kit bag," "Colonel Bogey" and
"Well hang out the washing on the Siegfreid line."

What a proud moment it was; Among the many thou-
sands of disabled veterans, war widows, families and
spectators, there cannot have been adry eye. | know that |
had tears of pride and sadness coursing down my cheeks
— pride for what these brave men had accomplished in
the name of Great Britain — the Liberation of Europe —
and sadness for those who had given their lives for our
freedom.

The gratitude of the people of Normandy was well ex-
pressed by the Mayor of Arromanches, who declared to
the veterans: "This is a day when our hearts will beat
strongly and eyes will be damp with tears. Normandy is
where memories come together. The whole nation rejoices
to welcome you, the soldiers of the Longest Day, you, the
soldiers of Liberty." _

In such an assembly of courage, how proud one fdt to

be British!
L

U.S. soldiers wading ashore, Omaha Beach, 6 June 1944

Remarks by Winston S. Chur chill MP
to US D-Day Veterans, Grosvenor Square, 3 June 1944

AIRMAN Montgomery, Representative Michel,

Supreme Allied Commander Europe, Veterans of

AEF, Ladies and Gentlemen: It isareal pleasure

to welcome back to Britain veterans of General Eisen-

hower's Army who played such a key role in the Libera-

tion of Europe. Without two million Americans and an

equal number of British and Commonwealth soldiers and,

above dl, the sacrifice made by so many, there would
have been no Liberation.

| have to tell you that my grandfather and General
Eisenhower had a magor difference of opinion over
my grandfather's determination to accompany the D-
Day invasion aboard HMS Belfast. He could not re-
sist the idea of participating in the bombardment of
Hitler's Atlantic Wall and being where the action was.
But Eisenhower forbade him to go, although it took
the intervention of the King before the Prime Minister
findly climbed down. Only because of lke's ban was
Churchill in the House of Commons on the afternoon
of D-Day to report to the House. It is now my privilege
to read to you what he said on that momentous occa-
sion.

"During the night and the early hours of this morning,
the firgt of the series of landings in force upon the Euro-
pean continent has taken place. In this case the liberating
assault fel upon the coast of France. An immense armada
upwards of 4,000 ships, together with several thousand
smaller craft, crossed the Channel. Massed airborne land-
ings have been successfully effected behind the enemy
lines, and landings on the beaches are proceeding at vari-
ous points at the present time. The fire of the shore batter-
ies has been largely quelled. The obstacles that were con-
structed in the sea have not proved so difficult as was ap-
prehended.

"The Anglo-American Allies are sustained by about
11,000 firgt-line aircraft, which can be drawn upon as may
be needed for the purposes of the battle. | cannot of course
commit myself to any particular details. Reports are com-
ing inin rapid succession. So far the commanderswho are
engaged, report that everything is proceeding according
to plan, And what a plan! This vast operation is undoubt-
edly the most complicated and difficult that has ever
taken place. It involves tides, winds, waves, visibility,
both from the air and the sea standpoint, and the com-
bined employment of land, air, and sea forces in the high-
est degree of intimacy and in contact with conditions
which could not and cannot be fully foreseen.

"There are already hopes that actual tactical surprise
has been attained, and we hope to furnish the enemy with
a succession of surprises during the course of the fighting.
The battle that has now begun will grow constantly in
scale and in intensity for many weeks to come, and | shall
not attempt to speculate upon its course. This | may say
however. Complete unity prevails throughout the Allied
Armies. '

"There is a brotherhood in arms between us and our
friends of the United States. There is complete confidence
in the Supreme Commander, General Eisenhower, and his
lieutenants, and aso in the commander of the Expedi-
tionary Forces, Genera Montgomery. The ardour and
spirit of the troops, as | saw mysdlf, embarking in these
last few days was splendid to witness. Nothing that
equipment, science, or forethought could do has been ne-
glected, and the whole process of opening this great new
front will be pursued with the utmost resolution both by
the commanders and by the United States and British
Governments whom they serve." &
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Four Outstanding New Books

Amidst an outpouring of attack-books comes a quartet
no Ghurchillian should be without

BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

Pure Gold

In Search of Churchill: A Historian's Journey, by Martin
Gilbert (London: HarperCollins Publishers 1994).
Hardbound, illustrated, 338 pages, £20. Available for
$29 + shipping from ICS New Book Service, 181 Bur-
rage Rd., Hopkinton NH 03229 (details, page 15).

N Search of Churchill is Martin Gilbert's finest

hour: as warm, ingenious, generous and humorous

as its subject. For the dedicated student of
Churchill it is Guy Fawkes Day and the Fourth of July
rolled into one, an endlessly fascinating panorama of
rare experience, a book no one seriously interested in
WSC will be able to put down.

Ostensibly these are Gilbert's memoirs of his "search
for Churchill" as Sir Winston's officia biographer, from
the day in 1962 when at Stour, East Bergholt, he be-
came one of Randolph Churchill's "Y oung Gentlemen,"
to 1993, when he sat on the Chartwell terrace "over-
looking the lakes where Churchill had sat in his last
years, [as] my search reached its final phase.”

This is how newspaper reviews have described it, but
In Search is much more. It is deeply personal. Itis Mar-
tin Gilbert's answer to al those critics over the years
(they are, in his polite way, never mentioned by name)
who accused him of being uncritical about a man others
have spent the last two years denouncing as a power-
crazed, warmongering, racist drunk, who sold out the
Empire and upped the Yanks and Bolshies. It is also,
therefore, a self-defense manual for friends of Churchill,
a smorgasbord of historical karate-chops.

Why is Gilbert so pro-Churchill? Because time and
again, as he explains, he would enter a controversial
subject prepared to find the tragic flaw, the feet of clay;
and afterward, having examined more evidence than
anyone aive or dead, he would come away more im-
pressed with Sir Winston's genius, generosity, states-
manship and humanity. As Gilbert once said in these
pages (FH #65), he might find Churchill adopting views
with which he disagreed — "but there would be nothing
to cause me to think: "How shocking, how appalling.”

I don't have the space to do this book justice. So
rather than try to capture its essence in the usual way,
let me go through the dog-eared pages | turned down as
| read, too eager to see what was coming next to take
my usual pencil notes.
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MARTIN GILBERT

IN SEARCH OF

CHURCHILL

The first three chapters deal with Gilbert's years as
researcher for Randolph Churchill, 1962-88 (although
the "Beast of Bergholt" reappears regularly throughout
the book). Martin's friends warned him he wouldn't last
long, but Sir William Deakin, who had worked for
WSC, urged him to take thejob, partly because "work-
ing with Randolph, for however short a period, would
provide a lifetime of anecdotes.”

Martin did survive, and Randolphian anecdotes are
served up wholesale. | will content myself with only
one, about the night a London newspaper editor was
being entertained at Stour, Randolph serving a fine
repast in the hope of getting the biography serialised in
the paper. The conversation turned to the truncated




1930s reports from Berlin on the Nazi military buildup,
and the poor editor made the mistake of saying he had
been responsible. Randolph turned from the carving
table, knife in hand: "S**** like you should have been
shot by my father in 1940!" The editor, Martin recalls,
left the next morning. (He felt able to spend the night!?)
Randolph admitted that he was "an explosion that
leaves the house standing,” but there are many vignettes
attesting to his kindliness toward his aides, his fascina-
tion with the fruit of their research, which he always re-
ferred to as "lovely grub.”

A chapter is devoted to the Dardanelles, the first
great controversy Gilbert was called upon to discuss, in
Volume I11. Gilbert leads us through his method of
study: photocopy every relevant document in the
archives; explore every source — if necessary, ring
everyone named "X" in the London telephone book. In
this way, Gilbert learned that initialy it was Churchill
who was wary about the Dardanelles campaign, Fisher
its ardent backer. Later Churchill, convinced it was vi-
able, overextended himself defending an action he could
not personally control; and his fate was sealed when the
Prime Minister, Asquith, formed a coalition with the
Tories, whose price was Churchill's head.

Why did Asquith give in? Gilbert could not compre-
hend it — until he found Judy Montagu, with whose
mother, Venetia Stanley, Asquith was besotted at that
time, whose engagement wrecked Asquith's life, and
with it his will to govern. Miss Montagu brought with
her the priceless letters in which Asquith poured out his
despondency. Here was the "lovely grub" which struc-
tured Volume 111's account of Churchill's worst politi-
cal defeat.

In "Soldiers and Soldiering” Gilbert tells how he
came to know the military Churchill, especially his fear-
lessness, in both combat and writing about it. (WSC:
"After all in writing the great thing is to be honest.")
Above all emerged Churchill's detestation of war. Biog-
raphers who claim the opposite should read this chap-
ter: "Ah, horrible war, amazing medley of the glorious
and the squalid, the pitiful and the sublime, if modern
men of light and leading saw your face closer, simple
folk would see it hardly ever," said Churchill, the war-
monger ... (85)

Gilbert found in source after source that his subject
"never lost these sentiments.” Contrary to claims that
he gloried in World War I, Churchill would have pre-
ferred it had never happened. He was rarely vindictive,
but he never forgave the Prime Minister he held respon-
sible: "l wish Stanley Baldwin no ill, but it would have
been much better if he had never lived." (106) "In my
long search for Churchill,” comments Gilbert, "few let-
ters have struck a clearer note than this one."

In his chapter, "The Inhabited Wilderness," Gilbert
makes a point often made in Finest Hour: that the
"Wilderness Y ears" were really a decade of blossom for
Churchill the writer, the thinker, the defender of his
country. We are introduced to cronies like Lindemann,

the much-loved "Prof," capable of reducing to a few
words the most complicated scientific theory; and to
those who risked their careers to keep WSC apprised of
German rearmament, among them Ralph Wigram,
Torr Anderson and Desmond Morton.

An embittered Morton extracted his pound of flesh
from the Churchill "legend" in later life, as chief consul-
tant to an early revisionist author. Evidently Morton
forgot the note Churchill wrote him in 1947 — this
Churchill who we are told cared nothing for others:
"When | read al these letters and papers you wrote me,
and think of our prolonged conversations, | feel how
very great is my debt to you, and | know that no thought
ever crossed your mind but the public interest.” (120)

The vast writing factory of Chartwell, the many
who provided glimpses of it in action, are described in
three chapters devoted to literary assistants, secretaries
and private secretaries, al of whom rounded and firmed
Gilbert's account. The Churchill papers, Gilbert writes,
"gave me a day-by-day picture of historical teamwork."
Some critics of Churchill's literary life dwell on how
much of his assistants' work he passed off as his own.
In fact he signed off on every word, and his assistants
loved him for the respect and appreciation he paid them.
One quote again suffices, by Maurice Ashley, who said
as much to ICS when he addressed us in 1989 and re-
ceived our Emery Reves Award: "He treated me with
the utmost consideration, ailmost as an equal, was ex-
ceedingly generous and good humoured, wrote to my fa
ther kindly about me, and raised my salary when | told
him | was in difficulties. His secretaries adored him. Al-
though he kept his chief secretary, Mrs. Pearman,
working late at night, he always telephoned himself for
a car to take her home. When she died he gave financial
help to her only daughter.” (141)

Winston's secretaries began with a Harrow school
chum named John Milbanke, who took dictation while
Churchill bathed. With the typical drama of Churchill's
saga, Milbanke later won the Victoria Cross in the Boer
War and was killed in action at Gallipoli. (153) A suc-
cession of young people followed, many of whom came
to tell of their experiences, including such Friends of
ICS as Grace Hamblin, the late Kathleen Hill, Patrick
Kinna, Jo Sturdee (now Lady Onslow), Elizabeth Lay-
ton (now Nel), Doreen Pugh and Elizabeth Gilliatt.
"One lady who worked with Churchill for just under
three months in 1931, while he was in the United
States, did not like him," notes Gilbert, who never
missed a secretary, pro or con. "She made her objec-
tions plain when, nearly sixty years later, she was inter-
viewed at length by the BBC. It was curious, and for
me distressing, that the other secretaries, who were
with him for so much longer, and saw him at his daily
work, were given far less time to say their piece." What
a shame that unjust criticism is today so much more
newsworthy than forthright praise.
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Another subject of modern hindsight is Churchill's
marriage — which one well publicized biography called
a "loveless farce," a notion Finest Hour took pains last
issue to contradict, with the piece by Lady Diana
Cooper — and his family life, which another biography
repeatedly described as "egregious." Gilbert explored
every aspect, every paper, diary and memory touching
on Churchill's marriage and family: "I became aware of
how close he had been to his wife and children: a close-
ness shown both by the time spent together, and inti-
mate correspondence; an uninhibited and open relation-
ship within the family circle."

Scores of examples show the love Clementine and
Winston bore each other, one involving a Friend of
ICS, Bill Beatty, who demonstrated to Gilbert "the un-
ending fascination of the search.” Volume V11| stated
that Clemmie, Winston's "sagacious cat,” prevailed
upon him to wear civilian dress in Paris to receive the
Medaille Militaire in 1947, instead of his RAF Hon-
orary Air Commodore's uniform — but Gilbert learned,
through Mr. Beatty's on-the-spot photograph, taken on
the day and published in Finest Hour, that WSC had for
once rejected her advice, choosing the uniform of the
4th Queen's Own Hussars, his old regiment.

Churchill's letters about his children "radiate affec-
tion," Gilbert continues — reaching even pretense for
their sake. Randolph once told Martin of an occasion
when he and Winston had gone to a cinema, and how
Randolph later "felt ashamed" for diverting his busy fa-
ther to see a "trashy, slushy" film: "But Winston put his
hand on Randolph's shoulder and said with gentleness:
'We must lend ourselves to the illusion.™

Even as he profited from such personal recollections,
Gilbert admits that he is probably dealing with just a
fraction of the true record: "How often must Churchill
have spoken on similar occasions, with no mechanical
or human Boswell present, only a small group of listen-
ers caught up in the force of his convictions, and realiz-
ing that they had listened to something rare, profound
and extraordinary." (246)

In "Diaries and Diarists" Gilbert describes the
"golden inkwells" that mean so much to abiographer; in
this and a chapter entitled "Dear Mr. Gilbert" he chops
away at the vines of apocryphal stories choking our
image of Churchill, ascribing to Paul Robinson, Chair-
man of ICS United States, the assurance that a famous
guote about Royal Navy traditions (“rum, sodomy and
the lash!") was not Churchill's. Paul knew this from
Anthony Montague Browne, whose source was WSC
himself; Anthony's speech appeared in Finest Hour #50.
"I fdt ashamed to have been caught telling it," writes
Gilbert, "being always so scornful myself of unauthenti-
cated stories." (232)

"Dear Mr. Gilbert" is a grand finale of spiraling fire-
works and shooting stars, the biographical equivalent of
the final celebratory moments in New Y ork Harbor on
the American Bicentennial. Here amidst queries of
every kind, Gilbert explodes ridiculous myths with
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which the public, and certain writers, seem besotted:

How did Churchill get by on so little sleep? (Actually
he averaged seven to eight hours a day; Lady Thatcher
operates on much less.) Did WSC alow Coventry to be
bombed to preserve the secrecy of British Intelligence?
(Of course not — see also FH #41.) Did actor Norman
Shelley deliver a Churchill speech over the BBC?
(Never, though a cigar sometimes obfuscated WSC's
delivery.) Was it true that WSC praised Hitler in his
1935 Srrand article, repeated in Great Contemporaries?
(Those who say this ignore the context. The Foreign
Office actually tried to suppress this chapter in the 1937
book, fearing it would offend Germany.) Is this signa-
ture or that painting a fake? (A surprising number are.)
Was WSC really 1/16th American Indian? (A qualified
"yes.") Did he have royal blood? (undetermined) or ille-
gitimate offspring? (No.) Was he unfaithful? (Never.)
Did he rant against the Jews, contrary to his Zionist
pretensions? (Only those Jews working with Lenin.)
Did he blow the 1945 election with his "Gestapo
Speech?" ("The Gestapo speech is always quoted, the
social reform pledge hardly ever.")

Some questions led to unexpected experiences. ICS
Friend Otis Jones asked: had WSC ever been a
Freemason? (Yes, from 1901 to 1912.) Prime Minister
Heath asked: how did WSC work with his speechwrit-
ers? ("He didn't use them," said Martin, incurring the
wrath of a speechwriter present — who is today
Britain's Foreign Secretary.) The Churchill papers on
Dieppe are open only to Gilbert, right? ("This caused
me to blow my top in Canada during a speech of
thanks: | said they were at the Public Record Office at
Kew ... [The speaker] went abright puce, and | have felt
sorry for him ever since.")

Quote attribution is a heavy Gilbert task, much heav-
ier than for ICS, which is also asked, but less often.
Thus we understand his delight in finding this precursor
to a famous speech, made upon the launch of RMS
Queen Mary in 1935: "Never in the history of transat-
lantic travel has so much been done for those who
travel tourist."

There are afew trifling mistakes which, after this in-
credible narrative, | am almost loath to list. But not
quite, since our author is ever ready to amend.
Churchill served under five not four Prime Ministers.
(50) Phyllis Moir's name is misspelled. (206). It is said
that Lullenden, WSC's pre-Chartwell country home,
was rented (297); but at the outset of his Volume IV
Gilbert wrote that Churchill bought it, and in a minor
"search" of my own | was privileged to see the deed,
which Lady Randolph countersigned for Winston, pre-
sumably as guarantor, still safely preserved at Lullen-
den itsdf. (In arecent note, Martin thinks Volume IV is
right — and will correct In Search at first opportunity.)
That the officid biography never paid a royalty is cor-
rect, but the inroads of inflation did not go unadjusted;
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1013. Early Speeches. Clothbound from the " Collected Works"
volume, including Liberalism and the Social Problem and The
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1014. Mr. Brodrick's Army. First American Edition, 1977,
replica of Churchill's rarest book (1903). Woods A6. Collec-
tor's edition in half-buckram ... ... ... . $18
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1015. For Free Trade. First American Edition, 1977, compan-
ion to above, WSC's second rarest book (1906). Woods A9.
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1016. Lord Randolph Churchill. Bound in red cloth from the
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manship and the Cold War by Steven Lambakis. Author of
"Churchill vs. Gorbachev" (FH78, pl5) offers brilliant per-
spective of Cold War strategy. 208pp($48).......................... $42

1050. Churchill on the Home Front, by Paul Addison, who
writes of WSC's "unique versatility, psychic stamina, Hi-

malayan ego, and incontestable superiority over every other
Prime Minister." 494pp illus sftbnd ($20)...............

1043. Churchill The Writer, by Keith Alldritt. A brillliant book
on Churchill and his books ranking with Weidhorn's Sword
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466PP (B3B). .. $27

increases were granted over the years, and then there
were the spin-offs, such as this book. On the other hand,
the publishing process was tremendously complicated,
with publishers going through changes of ownership,
mergers and divorces; delays and readjustments of vari-
ous terms; the American publisher quit, requiring an-
other to be found for the ten final companion volumes.
Anent the latter, in our own files are 300 pieces of cor-
respondence relating to these volumes alone.

In Search of Churchill properly finishes at Ghartwell,
"where every vista, every artifact and every room has a
story behind it." Gilbert writes of his first and last visit

there, and the many in between: things old hands
pointed out to him, the central role Ghartwell played in
Sir Winston's life. Here, in Gilbert's discrete way, are
more polite but firm rebuttals of silly stories spun by less
fastidious biographers: Churchill's aleged ego, lack of
friends, heavy drinking, cavalier treatment of guests.
Again one quote will suffice, by Patrick Buchan-Hep-
burn, later Lord Hailes, to Martin Gilbert, c. 1970:
"Winston was a meticulous host. He would watch
everyone al the time to see whether they wanted any-
thing. He was a tremendous gent in his own house. He
was very quick to see anything that might hurt some-
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one. He got very upset if someone told a story that
might be embarrassing to somebody €else in the room.
He had a delicacy about other people's feelings. In his
house and to his guests he was the perfection of
thoughtfulness." (305)

And, on a broader aspect of his attitudes, Buchan-
Hepburn spoke of the Churchill some call a snob, a
man who didn't understand ordinary people: "He had
no class consciousness at all. He was the furthest a per-
son could be from a snob. He admired brain and char-
acter; most of his friends were people who had made
their own way."

The computer tells me | am well over my allotted
2000 words and | haven't told you the half of it. In
Search of Churchill is pure gold, one of the volumes you
smply must have, and mark for reference in your con-
frontations with scoffers. It deserves to be bound uni-
formly with the Officia Biography itsdf. It is that
warm, personal side of Martin Gilbert which he set out
not to show in his strictly chronological biographic vol-
umes. Honest critics may argue over the merits of that
approach, and the conclusions it draws; Gilbert himself
admits that he has barely scratched the surface. But
they will come away from this book realizing that Sir
Winston was lucky to have had such a biographer, to
stand as a buffer between his life and the hordes of in-
terpreters, some worthy and some not; and here that bi-
ographer has left a monument as stable and lasting as

[ B B

Chartwell itself.
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Oneof

the Best
One-Volume
Biographies

ROSE

Churchill: An Unruly Life, by Norman Rose (London:
Simon and Schuster 1994). Hardbound, illustrated, 436
pages, £20. Available for $29 + shipping from ICS New
Book Service.

HEN the advance notices said Norman Rose
believed Churchill was pro-appeasement in the
1930s | had my doubts about this book. I
wasn't reassured when | began reading, and found that
Rose can't spell "Bladon" (2), "Eddie Marsh" (68),
"Marigold Frances Churchill" (167) or "Straits" (371);
that he thinks Step by Sep is a speech book (186), and
that Churchill wrote something called The War Crisis
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(121). Thereis aso a curious sentence saying Churchill
wanted to restore Czar Nicholas Il after he had been
murdered: difficult even for Churchill! (144) But as |
read, my respect for Rose's book grew, and | finished
it believing that it may be the best single-volume inter-
pretive biography yet written: better than Henry
Pelling's Churchill (1974). | am very glad Dr. Rose was
able to find at least one publisher. Like Gilbert's In
Search of Churchill his book has not been published in
the USA.

A history professor at Hebrew University in
Jerusalem, Rose comes to Churchill from a neutral cor-
ner, and he generally weighs the evidence judiciously.
When he concludes Churchill was wrong he says so;
but far more often he praises WSC, and that fits with
the broad sense of humanity: Churchill's failures,
though great, were dwarfed by his successes.

Rose likes to make points that are new and interest-
ing. To the long-running complaint that Churchill was a
"slave to his rhetoric" who brooked no opposition, Rose
replies that rhetoric was how Churchill reached a deci-
sion (46): he would yield, provided you convinced him
he was wrong. Although Rose fals into cant by accus-
ing WSC of "lack of sensitivity," he does admit that
Churchill "was aso able to generate loyalty to an un-
usual degree" (58) and gives examples throughout of
why this was so.

Rose's analysis of the Churchill marriage avoids
the pitfalls of popular muckrakers. He won't quite buy
WSC's claim that from 1908 he lived "happily ever
afterwards,” and notes the "incompatibility of tem-
peraments, an in-built tension that on occasion bubbled
over." But he concludes that the marriage "proved solid
enough to withstand the inevitable stresses in any mari-
tal union,” and handles Winston's and Clementine's
habit of taking separate holidays with precision.
Churchill knew his wife needed those breaks, Rose
says, because of "the work & burdens" he imposed upon
her: "They found partings painful, but inevitable.
Clementine needed a respite, a few days of tranquillity
free of the stress engendered by Churchill's over-
whelming presence.” (205) The book shows how
Chartwell was a balm to that union, not the source
of conflict others have claimed. "Are you happy?,"
Clemmie asks her husband as he watches his
fish. "Yes, as happy as | can be," Winston replies.
(204)

Churchill's political style was controversial. He took
chances. He played for keeps and to win, and when he
lost he usually went down with guns blazing. Norman
Rose is too good a historian to suggest, as others have,
that early Tory (and Liberal) hostility to Churchill was
al Winston's fault: "Churchill's reputation was such
that he was seldom given the benefit of the doubt. To
the untrained public eye, and naturally to that of his
more jaundiced colleagues, his image as an adventurer
bent on self-glorification was more than confirmed by
his flamboyant behaviour. No doubt, he thrilled to the




ride on a perilous merry-go-round, believing that he
would be able to descend gracefully to general applause.
He was a[n] avid gambler." (111)

Much has been made of Churchill's "flirtations" with
anti-democrats, his admiration for Mussolini, his doubts
about the expanded electorate. Rose happily applies
more light than heat to this subject. In 1930 Churchill
did begin to question "whether institutions 'based on
adult suffrage could possibly arrive at the right decisions
upon the intricate propositions of modern business and
finance." But Churchill's concern was that parliamen-
tary institutions be able to prevent universal suffrage
from leading to populism, which would endanger such
institutions. (188) The same kind of worry goes on
today over the ability of populations to elect responsible
leadership with what the media allows them to under-
stand of the issues.

A worthy aspect of this book is its tendency to look
deeper at actions some claim demonstrate WSC's lack
of judgment, finding in them a broader strategic vision.
An example is Churchill's wartime support of Tito in
Yugoslavia, for which WSC has been roundly criti-
cized.

The usual defense of thisis that Tito was killing more
Germans than any rival leader, but Rose has a different
answer: when Tito broke with the Soviet Union in
1948, "Stalin held back, tolerating Y ugoslavia's growing
links with the West." This, Rose says, must have raised
Churchill's spirits. (312) Past doubt.

Unlike a lot of recent biographies, this book fairly
gleams with unfamiliar quotes. Rose describes WSC's
youthful character with a remark by Charles Hob-
house: "Churchill is ill mannered, boastful, unprinci-
pled, without any redeeming qualities except his amaz-
ing ability and industry." (54) Why that's like saying a
Ferrari is expensive, thirsty and hard to keep in tune,
without any redeeming qualities except performance,
handling and beauty!

The author has a knack for the right quote at the
right time, eg. Sir Edward Grey, 1908, that Winston
was a genius whose only fault was that "words master
him, rather than he them, [but] his faults and mistakes
will be forgotten in his achievements." (64) Equally
good is Churchill's description of Labour's Emmanuel
Shinwell and the Tory Lord Winterton: "Arsenic and
Old Lace" (317); or this description of WSC's scintillat-
ing (and therefore almost always ignored) effectiveness
as postwar Leader of the Opposition: "A magnificent
animal" bursting with vigour and vengeance...a stupen-
dous performance, audible, polished, unanswerable, and
damning."

Like dl books, there are things here that could have
been better. Rose did not consult one living source, and
relied for his early chapters too heavily on Churchill's

charming but imprecise My Early Life. Thus he fals for

WSC's story about his shoulder injury in India and the
fake Boer wanted poster (37, 42), refuted respectively in
Finest Hour #72 and #57. Rose sometimes uses quotes

out of context and introduces characters, like "Krassin"
and "Collins," with no identification. (They were re-
spectively Lenin's trade negotiator and the Sinn Fein
leader who signed WSC's Irish Treaty.)

To his credit, Norman Rose takes Churchill's liter-
ary output seriously, even Savrola. Though he gets its
publishing date wrong (8) he does show how Churchill's
novel, representing his personal philosophy, guided him
during the Dardanelles fiasco. (113, 126) "No less im-
pressive," Rose tells us, were Churchill's "narrative
gifts and his sense of structure. He possessed the skill to
guide his reader through labyrinthine events, to per-
suade him that it was worthwhile and enjoyable to per-
severe to the last word." But Rose's view of WSC's
early military books is inconsistent: he calls them "little
more than historical curiosities' in one place and "excit-
ing adventure stories" in another. (36, 210)

Over the Dardanelles, Rose needs to read his Gilbert.
Fisher did not remain "at the Atheneum, accessible to
all" after bolting from the Admiralty in May 1915. (127)
Churchill could not have offered Asquith a recon-
structed Board of Admiralty sans Fisher "with so many
Sea Lords against him." (127) Gilbert's battery of secre-
tarial quotes could have prevented Rose from such pre-
posterous remarks as, "[WSC] lacked the capacity to
laugh at himsdlf." (203) The testimony of private secre-
taries such as Jock Colville counter Rose's judgment
that Churchill "revealed little disposition to think
through to the end the politica aftermath of the war."
(315) Rose's beief that Churchill's alternative to Mu-
nich "contained nothing new" (244) is odd—fighting
Hitler would have been new! And, contrary to Rose,
Britain had a better shot in 1938 with the Czechs than
in 1939 without them. (245)

So Norman Rose is not perfect: who is? In the main,
his book is fair, judicious, well written. He weighs the
evidence with a proper sense of proportion, never going
off half-cocked on some dlly theory based on a single,
doubtful source. He cannot (and need not) assure us
Churchill was the greatest Englishman of his time, per-
haps of al time. But he can tell us "with absolute cer-
tainty that between 1940 and 1941, at a moment of his
country's greatest peril, and by virtue of his unique abil-
ities, Churchill saved his country from a dreadful
tyranny. And by so doing, through his courage and
leadership, he inspired the rest of the free world and
gave fresh hope to those already crushed under despotic
rule.”

If that achievement created certain myths in the pub-
lic mind, surely they are better myths than the ones
making London headlines for the past two years. In the
1930s, when his advisors urged Churchill not to repeat
the story of King Alfred and the burnt cakes in his His-
tory of the English-Speaking Peoples, Churchill overruled
them, "because at times of crisis, myths had their histor-
ical importance." Who can say he was wrong, Rose
asks. Who indeed?

More Reviews ....
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"All
Behind
You,
Winston!"

CHURCHILL

AND THE POLITICS OF \WAR, 1940-1948
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Churchill and the Palitics of War, 1940-1941, by Sheila
Lawlor (Cambridge University Press, 1994). Soft-
bound, extensively annotated, 278 pages, £16.95. Avail-
able from |CS New Book Service for $26 + shipping.

R SOME time it has been claimed that

hurchill's war memoirs misrepresent Cabi-

net opinion over whether Britain should fight on

after the fall of France: that there were ministers who

preferred an Anglo-Nazi rapprochement; that the bel-

ligerent Churchill ignored them; and that he papered

over their views in The Second World War. His criticsin-

sist that it was terribly naughty of Churchill thus to mis-

represent history. They never seem to wonder whether,
if he told such lies, he was doing the pacifists a service.

Some readers of Martin Gilbert's Finest Hour (Vol-
ume VI of the Officid Biography) have likewise de-
duced that the Cabinet was not united behind
Churchill's resolve. Larry Arnn in Finest Hour #8381
(page 37) wrote that the War Cabinet "was ready to re-
solve for peace until Churchill adjourned it and called
together the whole Cabinet,” which he rallied with
those memorable words, quoted in the memoirs of Hugh
Dalton: "I am convinced that every man of you would
rise up and tear me from my place, if | were for one mo-
ment to contemplate parley or surrender. If thislong is-
land story isto end at last, let it end only when each one
of us lies choking in his own blood upon the ground.”
With that, as afamous David Low cartoon portrayed, it
was "All behind you, Winston!"

It ain't necessarily so.

In this serious and balanced account of political inter-
play during the Battles of France and Britain, and dur-
ing the March 1941 decision to support Greece, Sheila
Lawlor offers evidence that Churchill's war memoirs
are more accurate than either the revisionists or
friendly readers of Volume V1. She aso gives the lie to
two other popular notions: that Churchill was blind to
the realpalitik of unleashing Hitler to attack Stalin, and
that he ran the government like an Ottoman Sultan.
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David Low's
famous
cartoon of
14 May 1940.
What reader
can name
all thegents
in the first
two rows?

"The most striking point which emerges,” wrote David
Sexton in the Daily Telegraph, "is that, unlike Hitler,
Churchill was extremely receptive to the arguments of
those around him. This is the kind of stuff we need."
We sure do!

Ms. Lawlor's method, which makes this book unique
and valuable, is to analyze what were often conflicting
views and reactions to events by consulting the diaries
and private letters of key players, like Chamberlain and
Halifax, alongside the Chartwell Papers (which | wish
she wouldn't call the "Chertwell Papers"). She then
compares the various reactions to events. It is immedi-
ately apparent that Churchill's own position was gov-
erned by the uncertainties, differences and vacillations
of his colleagues, and that he was a far more sophisti-
cated politician than he alowed himself to appear.

After the war, when he wrote that a deal with Hitler
was "never thought worth a place upon the Cabinet
agenda, or even mentioned in our most private con-
claves," it turns out from Lawlor's evidence that he was
more accurate than misleading — and that Chamber-
lain and Halifax, contrary to their portrayal as far-see-
ing realists who had the true interests of the Empire at
heart, were with him all the way once France began
reeling, even when it appeared likely that Britain would
have to make peace or face the Nazi storm alone.

The issue alluded to by Dr. Arnn was the Cabinet
meeting of 28 May 1940, which considered whether
Britain should accept the overtures of Mussolini
(backed by Roosevelt) to mediate a ceasefire. Lawlor's
evidence is that Halifax entertained this idea only as a
sop to the fast-fading French: "Although Halifax had
been sympathetic to French demands for an approach
to Mussolini in late May, that had been in the context of
the fall of France: Halifax had wanted to avoid giving
the French cause for recrimination. Although he did
not believe in such an approach, and did not in sub-
stance differ from Churchill about it, it was probably his
conciliatory attitude (albeit to the French) at that stage
which led to Halifax's being associated with a peace-
move party. Once the French were out of the fight, Hal-
ifax rejected the peace feelers..." (73)




As for Chamberlain, that worldly man of peace who
would have gotten Britain out of this mess, according to
at least one recent apologist: "Like Halifax and
Churchill he did not see that anything would be gained
from talks, though like Halifax he was more willing to
treat the French request for an approach to Mussolini
in May with some sympathy as a means of encouraging
the French. Chamberlain had made up his mind about
Hitler: and whatever the circumstances, even in her dark-
est hour, there would be nothing for Britain to gain. And
oncethat hour had passed therewas even lessreasonto con-
template any feelers." (Italics this writer's.) This goes a
long way toward explaining Churchill's generous eulogy
of Chamberlain after the latter's death in November
1940 {Finest Hour #62 back cover), and his far more
censorious view of Baldwin (this issue, pl3 lower left).

Why then has this wrongheaded notion about a
"peace-move" within the Cabinet been alowed to pros-
per? Primarily because we haven't had Sheila Lawlor
to say wait a minute — let's look at the record.
"Churchill's decision to fight on was more reasonable
and had more in common with that of Chamberlain and
Halifax than his rhetoric might suggest,” she concludes,
"but it was his rhetoric which, in the summer of 1940,
had begun to cast him into his wartime caricature. Al-
though this caricature helped to establish him as leader
and particularly as leader of the Conservatives, among
the sources for his rhetoric were Churchill's predeces-
sors, Baldwin and Chamberlain." You may not quite
buy that — but one can certainly understand from
Lawlor's clear examination that on peace with Hitler,
there was less there than has met the eye in recent revi-
sionist argument.

I—/awlor's book is equally fresh about the decision,
fatal as it proved, to divert military resources from the
Middle East to help the Greeks in the face of a German
invasion in 1941, another mortal sin for which
Churchill gets the blame. Her research proves conclu-
svely that this initiative was primarily Eden's, backed
by Generals Wavell, Dill and Wilson. Churchill con-
stantly queried these worthies, reminding them of Ger-
man military preponderance, suggesting that the Greeks
might feel "we had put undue pressure on them and had
persuaded them against their better judgement to put up
a hopeless resistance." He wished to avoid the charge
"that we had caused another small nation to be sacri-
ficed without being able to afford effective help." (252)
But even as WSC was issuing these statements, Eden in
Athens on 4 March 1941 had signed an agreement for
Britain to go in at Greece's side.

Lawlor admits that hers is a narrow study, confined
to the period when Britain stood alone; but she argues
convincingly that it sheds light on Churchill's subse-
qguent behavior within the Grand Alliance: "For one
thing the often hesitant and tentative nature of
Churchill's strategic leadership in face of the different

and conflicting advice of political and military colleagues
was the corollary to the resolute pursuit of British inter-
ests. The problem was not one of identifying national
interests'—on which she shows there was remarkable
unity. "Rather, in face of so many conflicting views and
demands, and given the scarcity of resources, it was
how best they should be pursued. Churchill's position
reflected the uncertainties, differences and vacillations
of his colleagues, far more than appears from his own
account." Thus we may consider that Churchill's The
Second World War is as much an attempt to represent
his colleagues' unity over broad British interests, as it is
a personal apology or defense, as so many have
charged.

Sheila Lawlor, adirector of a London poalitical think
tank and aformer Fellow of Churchill College, has ren-
dered an important service. Her book shows us that lat-
terday interpretations based on hindsight are no substi-
tute for immersing ourselves in the primary source ma-
terial, recorded at the time of these terrible and great
events. It is certainly a very worthwhile book for any
one interested in this aspect of Churchill's career.

Great

Quotes, ey
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The Wit & Wisdom of Winston Churchill, edited by James
C. Humes (New York: Harper Collins 1994, Fourth
Printing). Hardbound, 234 pages, $20. ICS price $16
(see New Book Service, page 15).

HIS ISN'T the best book of Churchill quotes
ever published, but it comes as close as anything
in the last thirty-five years, thanks to an exten-
sive overhaul of the text after two initial printings. The
result is a fine compilation over over 1,000 quips and
anecdotes, well organized by Humes, an honorary
member of ICS United States, speechwriter to four
presidents, familiar sight at ICS meetings, and devotee
of Sir Winston. It is worthy company to his excellent
Sr Winston Method (1991), in which Humes combined
his rules of a good speech with Churchill's practices to
instruct readers on public speaking.
All reviews of this work to date have been mostly
compilations of the reviewer's favorite Churchillisms;
this one will be different. We'll ration you to very few
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guotes, trying instead to outline the structure of the
work. To savor the Churchillisms you must buy the
book, which will please us, not to mention Mr. Humes.

The first and largest section, "Observations and
Opinions," is organized alphabetically. Churchill is
"the most frequent source of quotations next to the
Bible and Shakespeare," says Humes (who has also
written a biography of the latter); but Churchill, who
died at 90 with sixty-three years spent in Parliament,
left a wider variety than the Bard, who died at 52.
Humes's list runs from "Action" to "Zionism." The
only trouble with this section is that most entries lack
date or attribution, making readers yearn for the con-
text. | read them all in manuscript form and helped root
out amost every one | thought doubtful, but although |
recognized many, | can't place them all in time, and this
is frustrating.

In "Orations and Perorations" Humes captures most
of the great speeches while warning his reader that this
is no substitute for reading entire speeches aloud, or bet-
ter yet, listening to WSC himself on recordings. Under
"Coiner of Phrases" he groups terms Churchill in-
vented (arboricide, bottlescape, triphibian) or used ex-
clusively (benignant, purblind, tergiversation). "Saints
and Sinners" records WSC's comments on the great
and near-great of his time, and my wish here is that it
included a one- or two-line biography on them, for so
many will be unknown to younger readers. | like best
the one on Baldwin: "Occasionally he stumbled over the
truth but hastily picked himself up and hurried on as if
nothing had happened.”

Humes wraps up his book with "Escapades and En-
counters,” which is anecdotal duff, in no particular
order, seventy pages of wonderful stories from Omdur-
man to WSC's last years. These have been carefully
combed to eliminate most of the apocryphal, which is
good. But as Humes states, "in a sense it is misleading
to recount many of the delicious anecdotes about Win-
ston Churchill. They could serve to distract from the
greatness of his accomplishments, for character can dip
into caricature."

He couldn't be more right — and proof of that state-
ment is the very dust jacket of his book, which is one of
the worst caricatures of Churchill I've ever seen.
(Humes shot at this with his publishers — without re-
sult.)

Aside from the fact that Churchill never used a cigar
holder, and never was seen with the drunk's red nose,
the artist who drew this seemed to have in mind a com-
bination Bennett Cerf and W. C. Fields. Itis an insult to
the greatness of Churchill and frames the wrong image
of the contents. | am inclined to think it may cause the
book to be mis-sold to people who think they're buying
"Jokes for the John." No publisher would run a carica-
ture like that on a book of quotes by Martin Luther
King or John F. Kennedy or Douglas MacArthur. So
why Churchill?

Buy it anyway — and throw away the jacket!
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Short
Takes

The Churchill War Papers: Volume 1I, Never Surrender,
May-December 1940, edited by Martin Gilbert (L ondon:
Heinemann, New York: Norton, November 1994).
Hardbound, illustrated, 1322 pages, £75 (English edi-
tion), $75 (American edition). | CS prices $100 and $60
respectively (see page 15).

MICHAEL RIVKINOQ LLECTION

Winston Churchill surmounted more crises than

many leaders face in an entire career: afast-disinte-
grating ground war in Europe as the German biltzkrieg
overran Holland, Belgium, and France, and drove the
British army to retreat and evacuate at Dunkirk; the
consolidation of the German occupation of Norway and
Denmark; an ongoing state of emergency at home as
Britain struggled to modernize its army, navy, and air
forces at breakneck speed, and the pivotal weeks of the
Battle of Britain, the "Finest Hour" when Britain stood
fast against the unremitting onslaught of the German
Luftwaffe.

This extraordinary book brings these months before
us in the diaries, memoranda, letters, telegrams, cabinet
minutes, and speeches of Churchill and his closest col-
leagues. It puts us at Churchill's side in some of the
most tumultuous events of world history and offers an
unparalleled view of his leadership qualities and his
flaws, as he organizes the war effort, bolsters morale,
bullies those who stand in his way, schemes to out-
strategize his own generals, and works tirelessy to in-
volve the United States in the fight against Fascism.
This is truly history as it was lived, in the war whose
outcome formed the modern world. Ready by December.

I N THE first eight months of his prime ministership,

The Churchills, Pioneers and Paliticians: England - Amer -
ica - Canada, by Elizabeth Churchill Snell (Devon, UK:
Westcountry Books, 1994). Hardbound, illustrated, 228
pages, £14.95. ICS price $19 + shipping. Copies are on
hand as you read this. Order from New Book Service,
details on page 15.

R OVER 400 years the Churchills have fig-

red prominently in English history — from the

first Duke of Marlborough, soldier, to Sir Win-

ston Churchill, statesman. But the family's origins are




obscure and the story of the Ghurchills who founded
new dynasties in the New World is aremarkable one.

Drawing on extensive research, Elizabeth Snell ex-
plores the beginnings of the Churchills in the English
West Country. She then gives a convincing account of
how at least one member of the family, John Churchill,
emigrated to North America in the seventeenth cen-
tury. From John descended an American novelist of
world renown and a Canadian who created the fifth
largest shipping fleet in the world.

Elizabeth Snell weaves together the threads of the
Churchill story across two continents and a thousand
years to produce a fascinating portrait of this family of
pioneers and politicians in England, America and
Canada. She wrote about her genealogical quest in
Finest Hour #83, and spoke about it at the International
Conference at Calgary/Banff in September.

She herself is of the eleventh generation in North
America and had a grandfather called Randolph Win-
ston Churchill, just thirteen years younger than the
British Prime Minister. Besides a personal interest in
the Churchill family, this subject has also alowed her to
indulge her passion for politics, perhaps stemming from
the fact that at a young age she witnessed Winston
Churchill during one of his last appearances in the
House of Commons.

H. A. Redburn will review this book next issue.

The following books will be ordered based on advance
orders received, one month after you receive this issue.
To order, send ho money but advise the New Book Ser-
vice by post, fax or phone. Bills will be enclosed with
your books.

Priggish
Hindsight
of the
Politically
Correct

DAVID MARQUAND

Churchall

Churchill, by Clive Ponting (London, Sinclair-Steven-
son 1994). Hardbound, illustrated, 898 pages, £20. ICS
price $29; send no money with order (see note above).

O MAN is ahero to his valet de chambre, and
we live in a society of valets. With us, heroism
is at a discount. On the wilder shores of polit-

David Marquand isareviewer for The Independent, London.

cal correctness, it is seen as a form of psychopathology:
a symptom to be analysed rather than avirtue to be em-
ulated. Faced with greatness, exceptional beauty, talent
or courage, our instinct is to search for feet of clay.

In Clive Ponting's new biography, mediocrity has its
revenge. The disorderly and disconcerting mysteries of
political leadership are viewed through the prism of the
tidy-minded bureaucrat which the author once was.
Page after page glows with the knowing smirk of the po-
litically correct, and there are so many warts that the
face isinvisible.

Churchill, we learn, drank too much. He treated his
wife and children deplorably. He extorted huge ad-
vances from his publishers, sponged shamelessly off rich
friends and spent money like water. He delivered long
monologues at meetings, refused to listen to others and
could not bear opposition. His judgment of other people
was appalling. He was an dlitist, a sexist and a racist.
He fought to preserve the privileges of his class, had
contempt for democracy, was beastly to the suffragettes,
despised Hindus, feared coloured immigration and
wanted to sterilise the degenerate. Insensate ambition
drove him to folly after folly. His unnecessary but
never-ending intervention in high strategy were uni-
formly disastrous, a fact which his grossly overpaid
books were written to conceal. With such a con-
temptible figure at its head, it is a miracle that Britain
did not lose the war. Since Ponting himself was not
around at the time, we can only assume that his equally
tidy-minded predecessors in the butler's pantry of
Whitehall must have done the trick.

The trouble with Ponting's book is not — emphati-
cally not — that the last word on Churchill had already
been said, ill less that the Churchill cult which pre-
vailed in the postwar period should be taken at face
value. As the row over D-Day shows, Britain has il
not come to terms with the painful contrast between
wartime glory and peacetime decline. Indeed, the past
twenty years of British history are inexplicable unless
that failure is taken into account. Part of the explana-
tion for it lies in the iconography of wartime Britain,
and Churchill is till one of the most resonant icons.
There is plenty of room for revisionism.

But revisionism is not for valets. Still less is it for
the priggish hindsight of a politically correct posterity.
Churchill's drinking habits, bouts of depression, monu-
mental self-centredness and ambition-driven errors
of judgment were part of him, and therefore part
of history. A rounded portrait would certainly include
them. But they were not the whole of him. He also had
genius — a word which has no place in Ponting's vo-
cabulary. The key to Churchill's life, and therefore to
an important part of our history, lies in the interplay
between genius and folly. And that interplay is, by
definition, incomprehensible unless both receive due
weight.

Ponting the prig is an even more dangerous guide to
the mysteries of past greatness than Ponting the valet.
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