
Winter 1994^95"
Number 85

FINEST
HOUR

ournai of the International Churchill Societies
USA • UK • Canada • Australia • New Zealand



THE INTERNATIONAL CHURCHILL SOCIETIES

AUSTRALIA • CANADA • NEW ZEALAND • UNITED KINGDOM • UNITED STATES
PATRON: THE LADY SOAMES, D. B. E.

Founded 1968, the International Churchill Societies work to foster interest in and knowledge on the life, philosophy and literary
heritage of the Rt. Hon. Sir Winston S. Churchill, KG, OM, CH, MP (1874-1965), and the great themes to which he was devoted—

the quest for liberty and democracy. The Societies are independent non-profit organizations which, with the Rt. Hon. Sir
Winston S. Churchill Societies of Vancouver and Calgary, sponsor Finest Hour, special publications, conferences, symposia,

tours, the "Teaching the Next Generation" programme, and the Churchill Center for the Study of Statecraft in Washington, DC.

HONORARY MEMBERS
Winston S. Churchill, MP
Martin Gilbert, CBE
Grace Hamblin, OBE
Robert Hardy, CBE
Ambassador Pamela C. Harriman
James Calhoun Humes
Mary Coyne Jackman, BA, D.Litt.S.
YousufKarsh,OC
The Duke of Marlborough, DL, JP
Anthony Montague Browne CBE, DFC
Colin L. Powell, KCB
Wendy Russell Reves
Ambassador Paul H. Robinson, Jr.
The Lady Soames, DBE
The Rt. Hon. The Baroness Thatcher, OM, FRS
The Hon. Caspar W. Weinberger, GBE

COUNCIL OF CHURCHILL SOCIETIES
Jonathan Aitken, MP, Chairman
45 Great Peter Street, London SW1P 3LT, England
Tel. (071) 233-3103

ICS AUSTRALIA
Subscription office: Robin Linke
181 Jersey Street, Wembley, W.A. 6014

ICS CANADA ~ ~ ~ ~
Revenue Canada No. 0732701-21-13

Kenneth W. Taylor, Hon. Chairman
146 W. 57th St, Apt 61T, New York NY 10019

Garnet (Randy) Barber, President
4 Snowshoe Cres., Thornhill, Ont. L3T 4M6
Tel. (905) 881-8550

John G. Plumpton, Secretary
130 Collingsbrook Blvd, Agincourt ON M1W 1M7
Tel. (416) 497-5349 Fax. (416) 395-4587

Bill Milligan, Treasurer
54 Sir Galahad Place, Markham ON UP 3S5
Tel. (905) 294-0952

Committee Members
Edward Bredin, QC; Leonard Kitz, QC

The Other Club of Toronto
Bernard Webber, President
3256 Rymal Road, Mississauga, Ont. L4Y 3C1
Tel. (905) 279-5169

Sir Winston Churchill Society of Calgary
Elaine McCoy, President
#830 407 2nd St SW, Calgary AB T2P 2Y3

Sir Winston Churchill Society of Vancouver
Ian Whitelaw, President
1110 Palmerston Ave., W. Vancouver BC V7S 2J6

ICS NEW ZEALAND
Gordon H. J. Hogg
Riverside Farm, 291 North Road,
Clevedon, RD2, Papakura

ICS UNITED KINGDOM
Charity Registered in England No. 800030

David Boler, Chairman
PO Box 244, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 0YF
Tel. (071) 247-2345 Fax. (071) 247-4488

Jill Kay, Membership Secretary, "Tympany,"
Beckenham Place Park, Beckenham, Kent BR3 2BS

UK TRUSTEES
Hon. Nicholas Soames MP (Chairman)
The Duke of Marlborough, DL, JP
Richard G. G. Haslam-Hopwood
The Hon. Celia Sandys
L.W. Pilgrim DFC, FCA
David J. Porter
Geoffrey J. Wheeler

COMMITTEE
David Boler (Chairman); Dennis Jackson OBE, DL,
RAF ret. (Vice-Chmn.); David Jones; Jill Kay;
Mark Weber; Wylma Wayne;
L. W. Pilgrim, DFC, FCA (Treasurer)

ICS UNITED STATES, INC.
Internal Revenue No. 02-0365444

Ambassador Paul H. Robinson, Jr., Chairman
135 S. LaSalle St., Chicago IL 60603
Tel. (800) 621-1917, Fax. (312) 726-9474

Richard M. Langworth, President
181 Burrage Road, Hopkinton NH 03229
Tel. (603) 746-4433, Fax. (603) 746-4260

William C. Ives, Vice President
77 W. Wacker Dr.,49th fir., Chicago IL 60601
Tel. (312) 634-5034, Fax. (312) 634-5000

Derek Brownleader, Membership Secretary
1847 Stonewood Dr., Baton Rouge LA 70816

George A. Lewis, Treasurer
268 Canterbury Road, Westfield NJ 07090
Tel. (908) 233-8415

USA TRUSTEES
Ambassador Paul H. Robinson, Jr., Chmn.
Richard M. Langworth
George A. Lewis
Wendy Russell Reves
The Hon. Celia Sandys
The Lady Soames, DBE
The Hon. Caspar W. Weinberger, GBE

USA DIRECTORS
Marianne Almquist, Derek Brownleader,
R. Alan Fitch, Larry Kryske, Richard Hazlett,
William C. Ives, Richard M. Langworth,
George A. Lewis, Dr. John Mather,
Dr. Cyril Mazansky, James W. Muller,
Douglas S. Russell, Jacqueline Dean Witter

ICS United States...

CHAPTER COORDINATOR
Dr. Cyril Mazansky
50 Dolphin Rd., Newton Center MA 02159
Tel. (617) 296-4000 x5000, Fax. (617) 296-2872

ICS STORES (Back issues & Sales Dept.)
R. Alan Fitch
8001 Harrods Landing, Prospect KY 40059
Tel. (502) 228-8774 Fax. (502) 228-7558

ACADEMIC ADVISORS
Professor James W. Muller,

University of Alaska Anchorage (Chairman)
Professor Keith Alldritt,

University of British Columbia
Dr. Larry Arm, President,

Claremont Institute
Professor Raymond Callahan,

University of Delaware
Professor Eliot A. Cohen,

Johns Hopkins University
Professor Kirk Emmert,

Kenyon College
Professor Warren F. Kimball,

Rutgers University
Professor Patrick Powers,

Assumption College
Professor Paul A. Rahe,

University of Tulsa
Professor Maxwell P. Schoenfeld,

Univ. of Wisconsin Eau Claire
Dr. Jeffrey Wallin,

President, The National Academy
Professor Manfred Weidhorn,

Yeshiva University

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Parker H. Lee m, R. Alan Fitch, James C. Humes,
Michael W. Michelson, Richard M. Langworth,
David L. Simpson, Jr., Secretary:

530 Rowland Rd., Fairfield CT 06430
Tel. (203) 259-1939 Fax. 371-5257

EXECUTIVE COMMIITTEE
William C. Ives, George A. Lewis,
Dr. Cyril Mazansky,
Richard M. Langworth, Chmn.
181 Burrage Road, Hopkinton NH 03229
Tel. (603) 746-4433, Fax. (603) 746-4260

ON-LINE COMMITTEE
Raymond Lavine, Richard Raffauf, Russell Tillman
Jonah Triebwasser, Secretary:

85 Manor Rd., Red Hook NY 12571
Tel. (914) 575-3331 ext 7037
E-mail: jzml@maristb.marist.edu

YOUTH COMMITTEE
Dorothy Hartland, Aida Schoenfeld,
Jacqueline Dean Witter,
Michael Altenburger, Secretary:

9521 Liberty Tree La., Vienna VA 22181
Tel. (703) 821-8770

2 / FINEST HOUR 85



Winter 1994-95

FINEST HOUR
Journal of the International Churchill Societies Number 85

10 Omdurman, 5 September 1898: The Fallen Foe
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24 The Eleventh International Churchill Conference
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A remarkably apt excerpt from The River War
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Book Reviews
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Cover: "Lake Louise," painted by
Winston S. Churchill during his visit to

Canada in 1929 (Coombs #91) reproduced
by kind permission of Churchill Heritage

Ltd. and Mrs. Minnie Churchill. On
September 25th we gathered before this

very scene, unchanged for so many years
(pages 24-25), to celebrate the artist and

his achievements, artistic and otherwise.
An article on Churchill the Painter and

his critics appears on page 28.
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A REPORT FROM ICS, UNITED KINGDOM

8TH MAY 1995 — The Fiftieth Anniversary of Victory in Europe will be
marked in London tonight. Keynoting an exciting ICS celebration, Winston S.
Churchill MP will be our speaker at a black tie dinner in the Imperial War

Museum (amidst the Spitfires and Hurricanes), and I am delighted to tell you that
Express Newspapers have agreed to be main sponsors of this event. We will host
several very high profile guests, and the evening promises to be a landmark in the
history of ICS. The Government are going to make 8th May a National Holiday
(good riddance, May Day), and since all Government events occur during daylight
hours, there is no excuse not to come! Strong interest was expressed by North
Americans at the Conference in Alberta, Canada. Anyone interested may make
provisional bookings by contacting me now (address, page 2).

22ND JANUARY 1995 — We commemorated the thirtieth anniversary of the
death of Sir Winston with a special service at Bladon at 11.30 am attended by the
Duke of Marlborough, Lady Soames and many members of the Churchill family.
Lady Soames arranged the order of service. Lunch was offered afterwards at the
Stable Yard in Blenheim by kind permission of his Grace. Friends of ICS world-
wide are welcome; please write to me for details on any upcoming event.

MARCH 1995 — A book signing party for Martin Gilbert's second War Papers vol-
ume, subtitled Never Surrender and covering the Churchill papers for May-
December 1940, has been set back until March owing to the delay of publication
until the end of January. This is part of the series sponsored on behalf of ICS by
Mrs. Wendy Reves and dedicated to the memory of the late Emery Reves.
Arrangements for this are currently being made by myself and Heinemann's the
UK publishers. Details will be sent to UK Friends direct and published herein.

AN ACADEMIC ADVISORY PANEL is to be formed in the UK along the lines of
the panel already producing such important results in North America. I am
delighted to announce that Martin Gilbert has agreed to chair the ICS United
Kingdom panel, and I am working on recruiting a number of suitable academics.
This will mean that we will be able to hold seminars, symposia or conferences
involving academics in the future and I hope that the first such meeting may take
place in 1995. It also means that we will be able to draw on their services to refute
the arrant nonsense occasionally peddled by some of the more biased members of
the university community.

A NEW SOCIETY TIE has been designed and produced by Dennis Jackson, our
Vice-Chairman, and will be competitively priced. Dennis informs me he is work-
ing on a suitable alternative for ladies. Outside Britain, ICS Stores will stock ties.

NEW MEMBERSHIP BROCHURES have been printed: a national version for use
in Great Britain, and an international version containing all five Churchill Society
subscription details, for visitors to Chartwell, Blenheim, Bletchley, the Cabinet
War Rooms and the Imperial War Museum. These will be available in boxes
marked for European residents (UK form) and other areas (International). These
were a cooperative project between the British and American Societies and have
taken a lot of work and effort, but I am pleased with the result and feel sure they
will be a useful source of new Friends of ICS for many years to come.

DAVID BOLER
Chairman, ICS (United Kingdom)
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QUOTE OF THE SEASON: ISRAEL AND JORDAN
"My dear Weizmann, Thank you so much for your letter and good wishes. The wonder-

ful exertions which Israel is making in these times of difficulty are cheering to an old-
Zionist like me. I trust you may work with Jordan and the rest of the Moslem world.
With true comradeship there will be enough for all. Every good wish my old friend.
Yours sincerely, Winston S. Churchill"

FROM 10 DOWNING STREET, 19 NOVEMBER1951. QUOTED BY MARTIN GILBERT
IN HIS LECTURE, "CHURCHILL AND ZIONISM," LONDON, 13 MARCH 1974

"INFRASTRUCTURE"?
NEW YORK, DECEMBER 4TH — Churchi l l is
turning over in his grave.

Peering into the mists of the future,
keepers of books and papers of the past
and present at the United States Library
of Congress came up with a dreary name
for its plans to reproduce a core of its
holdings as on-line digital bits: "National
Information Infrastructure."

When Sir Winston in 1950 heard an
opposition politician use infrastructure,
the lover of forthright English prose rose
in the House of Commons to heap
ridicule on the uppity Member: "It may
well be that these words 'infra' and
'supra' have been introduced into our
current political parlance by the band of
intellectual highbrows who are naturally
anxious to impress British labour with the
fact that they learned Latin at Winch-
ester."

Vampire-like, Infrastructure has
returned in the dead of night to suck the
blood out of the language of the informa-
tion age. A Washington Post editorialist
had a livelier idea, infradigging up the
scene of the linguistic crime as "The
'Cyberbrary' of Congress." —WM. SAFIRE

ARE YOU ON-LINE?
LET US KNOW NOW!
E-Mail: jzml@maristb.marist.edu

If you have On-Line capability, please
send a message to the ICS On-Line Com-
mittee at the above E-Mail address. Jonah
Triebwasser will add you to an index he
is preparing of ICS Friends Worldwide
capable of digital transmissions. The On-
Line Committee has made certain recom-
mendations for initial Churchill services
through this exciting new communica-
tions medium (see "Despatch Box" for
more details). Don't use the word "infras-
tructure," but send Jonah a message now!

FROM THE EDITOR
I was touched by seven people who

telephoned on November 30th to share a

remembrance of Sir Winston on his 120th
birthday. I confess I believe that warts
and all, he was the greatest mortal this
century, a sure guide for the English-
Speaking Peoples whom he loved, and
for the generations now reaching adult-
hood. Responding to recommendations, I
finished the evening with a snifter of
Armagnac and a Hoyo de Monterey
Excalibur, lifting the glass not to his
memory, but to his legacy. Thanks for the
kind words. Kind words are always hard
to come by. -RML

THE 12TH ICS CONFERENCE
BOSTON, OCTOBER 26TH-28TH

1995 WITH LADY SOAMES &
ARTHUR SCHLESINGER, JR.

HARROW SONGS
BY HARVARD GLEE CLUB

BOSTON — The Copley Plaza, Grand
Dame of Copley Square, is host hotel
for the 12th international conference
of Churchill Societies, commencing
Thursday October 26th and ending
after breakfast Sunday morning the
29th. Save the dates! — for an unfor-
gettable weekend in America's fairest
colonial city: music and song, schol-
arly debate, student presentations, a
dramatic exhibit, and world
renowned speakers marking fifty
years since the end of World War II
in tribute to that famous American
citizen, Winston Spencer Churchill.

PARTIAL EVENTS SCHEDULE
• Speakers: We

can make one
announcement early.
Dr. Arthur M.
Schlesinger, Jr.,
Pulitzer Prize Win-
ning historian and
exponent of the Jack-
son, Roosevelt and
Kennedy Presiden-

cies, will be one of two speakers at twin
black tie banquets Friday and Saturday
nights. A professor at the City University
of New York since 1966, Dr. Schlesinger
served as special assistant to President
John F. Kennedy (1961-63). His books on
American political history include The
Age of Jackson (1945) and A Thousand Days
(1965), on Kennedy's presidency; both
won Pulitzer Prizes. Schlesinger has also
written The Age of Roosevelt (3 vols., 1957-
60); The Imperial Presidency (1973); and
Cycles in American Political History (1986).

• "Churchill's Boston": A special trol-
ley tour of the many places in Boston
associated with Churchill visits from
1900, ending at the Kennedy Center,
where we will recall the President who
granted Sir Winston honorary American
citizenship, in the company of a person of
distinguished rank.

• Daytime programs: student speech-
es; an academic panel on Churchill, Roo-
sevelt and the end of World War II; a
book discussion on Churchill's Triumph
and Tragedy; three "Churchill Initiatives"
presentations: Douglas Russell on his
new book, "Winston Churchill, 4th Hus-
sars"; Patrick Powers on "Teaching
Churchill" for high school teachers; and
Johnny Parker, athletic coach of the New
England Patriots, will explain how he
invokes Churchill to inspire his up-and-
coming team—a perfect application of
never-give-in spirit.

• Thursday night: A Boston Harbor
cruise on the elegant Spirit of Boston, a
buffet including steamers and lobster, a
Revue and Glenn Miller dance music.

• Friday & Saturday nights: Our tradi-
tional black tie/dark suit banquets with
Harrow Songs, national anthems, Lady
Soames, Arthur Schlesinger and another
speaker we cannot yet reveal. (Note.
William Manchester, author of The Last
Lion, hopes to join us for presentation of
his honorary membership.)

• Special Exhibit: Kenneth Rendell,
prominent autograph dealer, will be
exhibiting his WW2 collection, from pro-
paganda posters (Allied and Enemy) to
unique documents, including a draft of
the Munich Agreement bearing Hitler's
and Chamberlain's scrawled notes.

"Zero Defects Registration"
• Responding to the constructive criti-

cism of past conference attendees, Boston
strives for pinpoint-accurate registrations.
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International Datelines...

"Chief of staff Parker Lee will brief vol-
unteers on questions likely to arise: dress,
transportation, timing, etc.; Registration
will also know who is responsible for
every detail (and where they are). Most
important, donors at every level will get
tickets to what those levels promise, par-
ticularly special receptions for guests of
honor. Finally, Registration will have not
only computer print-outs but a computer
itself, and someone who can access it on
the spot.

* Sunday Morning Departure: Res-
ponding to requests, the Conference ends
with a departure breakfast Sunday morn-
ing. While events begin Thursday, they
build to a crescendo Friday night and Sat-
urday, so that weekend-only attendees
can enjoy the highlights.

Harrow Songs
For nearly 150 years "Songs" have

been part of the Harrow School tradition,
and from 1940 to 1960, Churchill scarcely
missed a year. Four songs contain verses
for Churchill: "Stet Fortuna Domus," the
majestic school song; "Donorum Dei,"
composed especially for the 50th
Anniversary Churchill Songs; "The Silver
Arrow," written after Winston had left
Harrow, but one of his favorites; and
"Forty Years On," the best known
anthem, with two Churchill verses. The
world-renowned Harvard Glee Club will
present these and other Harrow songs.

From "Forty Years On"
Blazoned in honour! For each generation

You kindled courage to stand & to stay;
You led our fathers to fight for the nation,

Called "Follow up" and yourself
showed the way.

We who were born in the calm
after thunder

Cherish our freedom to think and to do;
If in our turn we forgetfully wonder,

Yet we'll remember we owe it to you.

Attention High School Teachers
Do you include a unit on Sir Winston

Churchill as part of your curricula? Please
share your experiences with others dur-
ing the 1995 Boston Conference discus-
sion, "Teaching Churchill," especially
designed for teachers of teenagers. If you
plan to attend the Conference and would
like to participate,please contact Dr.
Patrick Powers, 2096 Placita de Vida,
Santa Fe, NM 87505, tel. (505) 471-7909.

SPRING LUNCHEON APRIL 8TH
BOOK DISCUSSION AND
CONFERENCE PLANNER

WAYSIDE INN, SUDBURY, MASS.
Finest Hour editor Richard Lang-
worth's new book, "A Guide to the
Works of Sir Winston Churchill," will
be discussed by the author starting
11AM. A combination identifier and
appreciation of Churchill's forty-five
book-length titles will be published
early in 1995. Profusely illustrated, it
will identify first vs. later editions
(and jackets) in both English and for-
eign languages; provide reviews and
critiques of each work; and consider
the volumes aesthetically, as objects
to read, collect and handle. Bring
along any books you wish discussed.

After lunch, the 1995 Conference
committee will discuss the Boston
event: Parker Lee, Cyril Mazansky
and Barbara Langworth. Please join
us if you have already offered to help
— and please join us for the fun of it.
Adjournment is at 3:30PM.

The Wayside Inn was founded by
David How in 1702 and restored to
its 18th century character with the
help of Henry Ford.

Invitations will be sent direct to all
New England and New York friends,
but if you plan to come, telephone us
now at (603) 746-4433. The sooner we
know who is coming, the better we
can plan.

UK BIRTHDAY
THE FAMILY CELEBRATES
LONDON, NOVEMBER 29TH — O v e r 150
Friends and guests of ICS United King-
dom celebrated the 120th anniversary of
the birth of Sir Winston with Pol Roger
Champagne at a gala reception and din-
ner in the elegant Naval and Military
Club, Piccadilly. Joined by a substantial
contingent from the Churchill family —
Patron Lady Soames, Peregrine (Sir Win-
ston's nephew) and Yvonne Churchill,
Winston and Minnie Churchill, Celia
Sandys and her son Dominic Walters, this
was the largest ICS event ever held in
Great Britain, and the largest Society
gathering in the world in 1994.

Guest speakers were Lady Soames and
the Earl Jellicoe, son of the Commander of
the WW1 Grand Fleet. We were delighted

to welcome Christian and Danielle Pol-
Roger, who kindly donated their celebrat-
ed Champagne for the toast to the memo-
ry of Sir Winston, offered by his grand-
son, Winston S. Churchill, MP.

This stellar evening, organised by
committeewoman Wylma Wayne, raised
a substantial amount of money for chari-
ty, which has been donated to Edinburgh
University Library for the purchase of
additional Churchill books not in their
collection. It was the first charitable dona-
tion by ICS (UK) and, says chairman
David Boler, "the first of many such
donations advancing our aim of teaching
the story of the Man of the Century."

Numerous new Friends of ICS were
recruited at the dinner, and arrangements
now proceed apace for the London
launch of Martin Gilbert's second volume
of War Papers in March, followed by a
reception and dinner marking the 50th
Anniversary of VE Day on May 8th. Any-
one from abroad interested in attending
these events should contact the chairman,
ICS (UK); address on page 2.

NOVEMBER 30TH — Lady Soames and
many other family members enjoyed
back to back celebrations of Sir Winston's
twelfth decade. Fresh from the ICS dinner
on the 29th, many family members gath-
ered for a private reception and dinner
tonight at the Pinafore Room, Hotel
Savoy. This is the traditional meeting-
place of The Other Club, which WSC and
F. E. Smith founded in 1911. ICS had the
pleasure of providing seventy leather-
bound copies of The Dream, for each per-
son attending, -DAVID BOLER

KEN TAYLOR HONORARY
CHAIRMAN OF ICS, CANADA
TORONTO, OCTOBER 23RD — A he ro of the

1979 Iran hostage crisis is Honorary
Chairman of the International Churchill
Society, Canada. Kenneth D. Taylor,
presently chairman of Government Busi-
ness consulting Group, Ottawa, and of
Taylor & Ryan Inc., New York, preceded
his business career by a successful period
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with the Canadian diplomatic service,
where he was posted to the USA, UK,
Pakistan and Guatemala before being
appointed Canadian Ambassador to Iran.

Mr. Taylor played a key role in assist-
ing the escape of American hostages fol-
lowing the takeover of the U.S. Embassy
in Teheran, and subsequently received
the United States Congressional Gold
Medal. A fervent admirer of Sir Winston
Churchill, Mr. Taylor represents the best
of what Sir Winston believed both in
business and in public service. ICS, Cana-
da is greatly honoured by his acceptance
of this position. -JGP

CHARTWELL BOOK SIGNING
WESTERHAM, KENT, NOVEMBER 12TH — O v e r

fifty Friends and guests of ICS (UK)
attended a talk and book signing by Celia
Sandys following publication of her new
book, From Winston With Love and Kisses
— the Young Churchill (Reviews, page 37),
organised with kind permission of
Chartwell administrator Jean Broome and
the National Trust. Ms. Sandys spoke
about her childhood memories of
Chartwell, especially the exciting postwar
days, before signing over 100 copies of
her book for an appreciative audience.
We are very grateful for those who
braved some atrocious November weath-
er to be with us.

Of particular amusement was her
story of when, with great effort, she and
her sister Edwina turned on a large tap in
the garden. Returning some hours later
she was horrified to find the goldfish
pond almost drained, and the fish thrash-
ing round in ever-shrinking muddy
water. Timely assistance from the grown-
ups averted a catastrophe of "the most
grievous kind"!

Celia Sandys is planning a second vol-
ume covering Churchill's life from 1895 to
his wedding in 1908. She would be
pleased to hear from anyone who pos-
sesses archival material for this period.
Please contact me, c/o the address or tele-
phone numbers on page 2. -DAVID BOLER

BOOTH HELP NEEDED OCT 6-9th
ICS is invited to run a booth at the

British-American Cultural Fair in New
London, New Hampshire, October 6-9th,
1995. This is peak leaf season and large
attendance is expected. Unfortunately it is
so close to our Boston International Con-
ference that it will be impossible for the
New England leadership to be on hand.
We need individuals to occupy a booth

displaying publications, posters, videos,
etc., to chat with people about the work of
the Society, and to sign them up as new
Friends of ICS. This is a marvelous week-
end of British-American interest with
everyone from the Rolls-Royce Club of
America to the Royal Family represented.
Your expenses will be covered. Please
contact the editor at (603) 7464433.

RIVER WAR REPRINT LIKELY
ICS (USA) has been working quietly

behind the scenes to get the original
unabridged edition of The River War
republished. The original text, excerpts
from which appear on pages 10-13 and
27, has not been in print since the early
1900s. Agents for the Churchill literary
rights may assign the reprint to a USA
specialist publisher who proposes a one-
volume version of the original of 800
pages, containing all the original line
drawings but redrawn maps, selling for
about $35/£20. To date, the only
unabridged text available has been in first
editions costing from $1000-5000/£600-
3500. Stay tuned for developments.

•».!> ._

Errata: Finest Hour #84
On page 5, Celia Snndys's bon is

Dominic Walters, (not Sandys). On page
12, righthand column, line 2, Martin
Gilbert was Randolph Churchill's,
researcher for 1962-68 (not "1962-88").

TV DOCUMENTARY ABORNING
BOSTON, MASS. — WGBH Channel 2 has
enlisted the aid of ICS (USA) in locating
for interviews Americans who knew or
met Churchill, for the U.S. airing of a
three-hour public television documentary
on Sir Winston's life, around the time of
V-E Day 1995. This will be similar to a
BBC version. Produced by Sir Richard
Attenborough, it is based on William
Manchester's Last Lion — and also, we
have just learned, on Piers Brendon's
Churchill: A Brief Life. The latter, a critical
work, received mixed reviews here and
elsewhere. (Piers Brendon this year
replaces Correlli Barnett as archivist of
the Churchill Archives, where it is hoped
he will obtain a more balanced view.)

Considering the quality of past WGBH
productions on Churchill, we are giving
them all possible assistance. Watch TV
listings next May in both Great Britain
and North America. (The two produc-
tions will apparently be somewhat differ-
ent owing to different interviewees.)

WSC AT ADELPHI UNIVERSITY
GARDEN CITY, NY, DECEMBER 12TH —
Through the generosity of Max Klein-
man, a Friend of ICS USA, Adelphi Uni-
versity mounted a six-month exhibit enti-
tled "Blood Sweat and Tears: The Legacy
of Sir Winston Churchill," to mark the
fiftieth anniversary of the Normandy
invasion. Adelphi's summer session
offered special courses and programs
highlighting World War II. Mr. Klein-
man's fine collection of first edition
books, posters, Churchilliana and repro-
ductions of Churchill paintings was
exhibited at the Swirbul Library Gallery.
Among the many intriguing items was
the Order of Service and an official ticket
for the Churchill funeral at Westminster
Abbey. The exhibit was so popular that it
was extended from its June opening
through today. ICS is most grateful to Mr.
Kleinman for his efforts.

LONDON THIS SEASON
(AN ONGOING COLUMN) — Winston S.
Churchill, MP and former Churchill
secretary and Chartwell administra-
tor Grace Hamblin have wrung a
grudging apology from the British
Medical Journal, which published a
column stating that WSC was often
"carried dead drunk" from the War
Rooms during the Second World
War. WSCMP called the writer "a
charlatan and a liar," purposely
courting Britain's strict libel laws, but
regrets to report that he didn't get
sued. Instead, the writer wrote a
semi-apologia, saying that, well, WSC
still drank a lot, and look at what that
has done to world leaders.

It certainly is a good thing that all
our present leaders are sober... isn't it?

The Things They Say, Part 1,748...
Lest you recover from the above, a
Durham don named Philip Williamson,
reviewing the Blake-Louis book
Churchill: A Major New Assessment, wrote:
"Warren Kimball's contribution to this
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volume comments tantalizingly on an
American 'Churchill cult/ which has gen-
erated a society with its own periodical,
Finest Hour..." We fall about!

How shocked Warren Kimball, John
Charmley, Sir Robert Rhodes James, Mau-
rice Cowling etc. would be to learn that
they — having been given the floor at ICS
conferences, symposia and in Finest Hour,
are mere cultists — let alone that the "cult
society" has spread its tentacles to Canada,
Australia, New Zealand and the Mother
Country itself!

We were all taught to research a subject
before presuming to comment upon it.
Professor Williamson has clearly ascended
the lofty ranks of Durham without com-
plying with this schoolboy admonition.

BOND-ED
LONDON, OCTOBER 31ST — London seems
likely to get a new statue of Sir Winston,
showing him sitting with President Roo-
sevelt, proposed to stand alongside the
boutiques of Bond Street. The sculptor is
an American, Lawrence Holofcener, who
lives on the Isle of Wight and has done
busts of the Duke of Wellington, Sammy
Davis Jr., Albert Einstein and Queen Victo-
ria. His life-sized, traditional style piece
shows the two men in conversation.
According to one source, "it has been sit-
ting in the foundry for three years." The
putative buyer is the Bond Street Associa-
tion, led by Rosa Lawson of Tiffany's,
although a price has yet to be agreed. One
Churchill relation says, "It's a wonderful
idea. I'm much more of a Knightsbridge
woman than a Mayfair lady, but I'll cer-
tainly be going to Bond Street to have a
look."

CHURCHILL WRONG, SAYS MAC
NEW HAMPSHIRE, OCTOBER 6TH — We fed the
words, "Never Give In [Never, Never,
Never, Never, except to convictions of hon-
our or good sense]" in to WordPerfect
Grammatik (Macintosh version 3.0) and
asked it to check them out. The program
replied frostily: "Never Gives... Rule class:
Subject-Verb Agreement...The singular
subject 'Never' takes a singular verb, not
the plural verb 'give.'" So, as WordPerfect
would have it, we must say: "Never Gives
In — Never, Never, Never" etc! -BFL

ALWAYS IN THE WRONG
A point struck us while reading John

Plumpton's "Action This Day" for this
issue. Seventy-five years ago Churchill
tried in vain "to strangle Bolshevism at its

"WIT A N D WISDOM"
Owing to the many vital announcements
herein.wc lack the space far this papular
column, which resumes (with a round of
witticisms on Gwmpagne, wliiskiy and

alcohol) in issue #86.

birth" and was laughed out of Parliament.
"Very great evils will come upon the
world," he predicted, "and particularly
upon Great Britain, as a consequence of the
neglect and divided policies of this year on
the part of the Allies and ourselves." This
was the same Churchill whom revisionist
historians tell us was so wrong when he
opted for a Soviet partnership in destroy-
ing Hitler. Had they listened to him then,
the Hobson's Choice between Stalin and
Hitler would perhaps not have occurred.
Yet many of the same critics who lament
his Soviet alliance of 1941 condemn his
Soviet warnings of 1919. -RML

A MATTER OF CONSCIENCE
TOLEDO, OHIO, FEBRUARY 5TH, 1932 — Dr .
Albert Steinfeld, who died in 1970 aged 93,
treated Winston Churchill three times in
one day during WSC's 1932 lecture tour
visit to Toledo, ICS has learned from
Friend of the Society John Robinson Block,
editor-in-chief and co-publisher of Toledo's
77K Blade. According to Blade clippings Mr.
Block sent us, Churchill came down with a
sore throat, and Steinfeld told him he
could not smoke cigars for a day or two.

Churchill then pointed to a gift bottle of
whiskey on the side table and asked,
"What about drinking?" He acted as if he
expected the doctor to say no, but Steinfeld
said, "Let your conscience be your guide."
At that, Mr. Churchill replied heartily, "I
think you and I will get along very well."

Steinfeld, who retired in 1961 after sixty
years' practice as an ear, nose and throat
specialist, was present at Churchill's 1932
lecture on February 4th. WSC insisted on
paying him $10 for his three visits, a hand-
some fee in the depths of the Depression.

A NOTE ABOUT COPYRIGHT
Silly things are occasionally believed

about copyright which deserve clarifica-
tion for the benefit of any contributor.
According to the U.S. Copyright Law of
1978, copyright to anything, writing, pho-
tos or art, automatically resides with the cre-
ator unless he or she specifically assigns
copyright elsewhere in a written ("work-
for-hire") agreement. It is necessary neither
to register with the Copyright Office nor to
mark the material "© John Jones" (and

please don't — printers will not duplicate
anything so marked without written
authorization, which delays our schedule).
Finest Hour is registered with the Copy-
right Office for "the work as a whole" to
prevent unauthorized duplication; this
does not affect individual contributions.
Finally, Finest Hour does not mark any con-
tribution "©" unless the material has been
previously published and registered. These
procedures are in line with UK, Canadian
and world copyright procedures and the
Berne Convention. -Editor

REST IN PEACE:
MAURICE ASHLEY, SHEILA MINTO,
MAJOR MICHAEL PARISH,
SIR KARL POPPER, TAFF PAFFARD

We note with sadness the passing of
five great personages whose obituary
notices will appear next issue owing to
lack of space here. We are sure they would
want us first to pursue the business of the
living, but we do not wish an issue to go
past without a tribute to their memories.

SAVROLA SALE
LONDON, NOVEMBER 23RD — The first eigh-
teen "typescript chapters" of Savrola,
Churchill's only novel, were to be sold
today for up to £30,000, according to
Christie's, which pricks up our ears. Savrola
was written in longhand by the young
author while stationed in Bangalore, India,
from 1895, and our information is that
none of his early works were typed but
went straight to typesetting. We would like
to know more about this subject from any
reader who can assist.

WORLD CRISIS BARGAIN
At the other end of the price scale,

Barnes & Noble Booksellers (126 Fifth Ave,
New York, NY 10011, phone orders dial
201-767-7079) has done Churchillophiles
another great service by reprinting the
Odhams unabridged edition of The World
Crisis, last in print in 1950, and is selling the
1504-page slipcased set for a mere $24.95
(£16). Arranged in its prewar two-volume
format, the set covers contains every word
Churchill wrote (including his 1931 addi-
tions and corrections) through the end of
the Great War in 1918. You'll still have to
find The Aftermath and The Eastern Front to
complete your text (the latter available
from the ICS New Book Service at $60), but
the B&N set has to be one of the best read-
ing bargains of the century, even worth an
overseas call and credit card order if you
live abroad. -RML $
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LOCAL iS'EWS

Lady Soames & peaks of the Alaska Range, 17Sep94

ALASKA CHAPTER
ANCHORAGE — The Alaska Chapter of ICS
hosted our Patron, Lady Soames, for a
week's tour of Alaska in September and
celebrated the 120th birthday of Sir Win-
ston on 30 November at the Hotel Captain
Cook. Reports will run next issue.

ICS now has fifteen friends in Alaska, most
in the Anchorage area — a tribute to the fre-
quent events put on, together with elegant invi-
tations and menus, by Judith and Jim Muller.
To receive the next invitation contact ICS Alas-
ka, 1518 Airport Heights Dr., Anchorage AK
99508, tel. (907) 272-7846.

CHICAGO CHAPTER
FRIENDS OF ICS in the Chicago, Illinois area
interested in meeting Churchillians on a
social and literary basis please contact
Joseph L. Just, 251 Frontage Ro_ad #25, Burr
Ridge IL 60521, telephone (708) 654-3500
(weekdays) or (708) 430-2899 (evenings).
Joe and others are hoping to organize an
ICS meet ing dur ing the next several
months and need your input as to what is
most desired. Your active assistance is also
most welcome.

NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER
Gentlemen interested in organizing a

northeast group of "Canaries," for the pur-
pose of singing Harrow Songs at future
ICS meetings please contact the editor,
Richard Langworth, 181 Burrage Road,
Hopkinton NH 03229, tel. (603) 746-4433
(weekdays). If this is to stand any chance
of success, we need not only five or six
good male voices but a "singing master" to
coach us.

• Anyone in the Concord/Manchester,
New Hampshire area interested in dining
privately, occasionally, and well, to discuss
matters Churchill, please contact the editor.

• April 8th Meeting, Sudbury, Mass.:
See page 5 for details.

PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER
PHILADELPHIA, NOVEMBER 5TH — A dinner
meeting was held at the 94th Squadron
restaurant, featuring World War I decor,

where twenty friends of ICS hosted Robert
Pilpel, author of Churchill in America, a
standard work on that subject, the rights to
which Mr. Pilpel has granted ICS. (We
seek a publisher, and would be glad to
hear from anyone interested.)

Mr. Pilpel spoke about Churchill's early
life and ventured the thought that his seek-
ing of danger as an adult was due to his
treatment when he was a child. The theory
was interesting and we enjoyed his talk.
The only drawback was that the restaurant
was very busy, even at 1700 hours, which
made it very difficult for our speaker, even
with a podium and speaker system. We
appreciated Robert's patience with this.

Important! We sent 214 invitations to
Friends and prospects, with pre-addressed
postcards to send if you wish to remain on
our mailing list. Unfortunately, nine peo-
ple who so wished failed to place their
name on their cards. We are deleting all
who didn't respond and consequently will
eliminate those nine. If you are not sure
you placed your name on the postcard,
please send another card to the Pennsylva-
nia Chapter with your name and address.

We plan to ask more Friends to become
directors and hold quarterly meetings. Stu-
dent sponsorship will be encouraged by
asking schools to have interested people
submit stories and essays which will then
be judged. We have donations for two stu-
dents to attend one of our forthcoming
dinners. We will appreciate any advice.

-Richard Raffauf
Friends of ICS in south Jersey and eastern

Pennsylvania interested in receiving news of
and invitations to local ICS events please con-
tact Mr. Raffauf at RD6, Box 449, Reading PA
19608, tel. (610) 777-1653 or fax 775-7248.

WASHINGTON CHAPTER
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 20TH — The 1994
annual meeting was held at the Rose and
Crown Pub, Grand Hotel, a cozy setting
for a full agenda. Director Ron Helgemo
reported on the events of the past year, the
election results, and plans to sponsor a stu-
dent essay contest on "How did Churchill
mobilize the English Language and send it
into battle?" (Ed Murrow's phrase, repeat-
ed by John F. Kennedy.) Speakers were a
father and son combination, Professors
Bob and Chris Harmon, who spoke on
"World War II: Churchill on the Home
Front and as Coalition Leader." They
explored the scope of WSC's domestic and
foreign issue-involvement and his strategic
and tactical appreciation of events. The

thirty-five attenders asked many questions
and were intrigued by the notion that the
bombing of Germany had the effect of a
"second front" which had been promised
Stalin by Churchill very early in the war.

Friends of ICS in the DC area wishing to
attend or assist with future events should con-
tact Ron Helgemo, 2037 Wethersfield Ct,
Reston VA 22091, tel. (703) 351-2967.

DC AREA ESSAY CONTEST
The Washington Chapter is sponsoring

an essay contest to enhance the apprecia-
tion of Winston Churchil l 's legacy of
statesmanship, leadership and literature.
Last year over 140 Metropolitan DC stu-
dents attended some phase of the 10th
International Conference at the Mayflower
Hotel, including several who addressed
the meeting. This contest is an attempt to
keep alive interest in Churchill's contribu-
tions to civilization.

Contest rules have been sent to local
area teachers and schools. First prize is a
$500 cash award plus travel and accommo-
dations for the winner to present the win-
ning paper to the 12th International Con-
ference in Boston October 27th. The contest
can be used as a class assignment, extra
credit option or special project. This is an
excellent opportunity to display student
talents and to receive public recognition
and encouragement. For details please con-
tact any of the committee: Mike Altenburg-
er (703) 821-8770; Dorothy Hartland (301)
656-2348; Aida Schoenfeld (202) 244-7391.

ICS (USA)
WESTFIELD, NJ, DECEMBER IOTH —The Execu-

tive Committee met amidst bountiful hos-
pitality of Barbara Lewis to plan the 1995
budget and discuss nominees for the
Board of Directors for the 1995-98 term.
Present were Dr. Cyril Mazansky, Richard
Langworth, George Lewis; absent was
William Ives. Parker Lee was present to
represent the Development Committee.
Dr. John Mather's appointment to the pre-
sent Board to fill a vacancy in September
was ratified. Despite the non-appearance
of certain anticipated income, other income
had come as a pleasant surprise, expenses
were lower than expected, and deferred
spending made up most of the rest. The
Society's financial health and prospects for
1995, including the Boston conference in
October and more progress on the
Churchill Center for the Study of Statecraft,
were pronounced excellent. A full report
will be distributed early in 1995. *
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Omdurman, 5 September 1898:
The Fallen Foe
"I have tried to gild war...But there was nothing dulce et decorum
about the Dervish dead; nothing of the dignity of unconquerable
manhood... Yet these were as brave men as ever walked the earth.

BY WINSTON S. CHURCHILL

FROM THE RIVER WAR, FIRST EDITION 1899,

VOL. II, CHAPTER 21

A SURGICAL OPERATION

ON THE 5th of September 1898, three days
after the Battle of Omdurman, I rode with
Lord Tullibardine of the Egyptian cavalry,

to examine the scene of battle. Our road lay by the
khor whereat the victorious army had watered in
the afternoon of the 2nd, and thence across the
sandy, rock-strewn plain to the southern slopes of
Surgham Hill. And so we came at once on to the
ground over which the 21st Lancers had charged.
Its peculiar formation was the more apparent at a
second view. As we looked from the spot where
we had wheeled into line and begun to gallop, it
was scarcely possible to believe that an extensive
khor ran right across what appeared to be smooth
and unobstructed plain. An advance of a hundred
yards revealed the trap, and displayed a long ditch
with steeply sloping rocky sides, about four feet in
depth and perhaps twenty feet wide. In this trench
lay a dozen bodies of Dervishes, half-a-dozen
dead donkeys, and a litter of goat-skin water-bot-
tles, Dervish saddles, and broken weapons.

The level ground beyond was sparsely spotted
with corpses. Some had been buried when they
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fell by their friends in the city, and their places
were indicated by little mounds of lighter-
coloured earth. Half-a-dozen horses, stripped of
saddles and bridles, made a brown jumble in the
background. In the centre a red and white lance-
pennon, flying from a stick, marked the grave of
the fallen Lancers. And that was all. Yet the place
may be remarkable. At any rate, a great many offi-
cers of all regiments and arms had been to visit it.

We rode on. We climbed the ridge of Surgham
Hill, following almost the same route as that of the
'White Flag men' three days previously. At the
crest of the ridge the village and the outline of the
zeriba came into sight, and it was evident that we
had now reached the spot-where the Dervish col-
umn had come into the artillery fire. All over the
ground — on the average three yards apart —
were dead men, clad in the white and patched
smocks of faithful Dervishes. Three days of burn-
ing sun had done their work. The bodies were
swollen to almost gigantic proportions. Twice as
large as living men, they appeared in every sense
monstrous. The more advanced corpses hardly re-
sembled human beings, but rather great bladders
such as natives use to float down the Nile on.
Frightful gashes scarred their limbs, and great
black stains, once crimson, covered their garments.
The sight was appalling. The smell redoubled the
horror.

We galloped on. A strong, hot wind blew from
the west across the great plain and hurried foul
and tainted to the river. Keeping to windward of
the thickest clusters, we picked our way, and the
story of the fight unfolded itself. Here was where
the artillery had opened on the swarming masses.
Men had fallen in little groups of five or six to each
shell. Nearer to the zeriba — about 1,000 yards
from it — the musketry had begun to tell, and the
dead lay evenly scattered about — one every ten
yards. Two hundred yards further the full force of



the fire — artillery, Maxims, and rifles — had burst
on them. In places desperate rushes to get on at all
costs had been made by devoted, fearless men. In
such places the bodies lay so thickly as to hide the
ground. Occasionally there were double layers of
this hideous covering. Once I saw them lying three
deep. In a space not exceeding a hundred yards
square more than 400 corpses lay festering.

It is difficult to imagine the postures into which
man, once created in the image of his Maker, had
been twisted. It is not wise to try, for he who suc-
ceeds will ask himself with me: 'Can I ever forget?'

nal; it may happily be untrue; it seemed certainly
most unwelcome.

The incidents of the battle might be traced by
the lines and patches of the slain. Here was where
MacDonald's brigade, the three artillery batteries,
and eight Maxim guns had repulsed the Khalifa's
attack. A great heap of corpses lay round the spot
where the Black Flag had been captured. There
was where the brigade had faced about to meet
Ali-Wad-Helu and Osman Sheikh-ed-Din. There,
again, was where the Baggara cavalry had made
their last splendid charge to certain death. The

CHARGE OF THE BAGGAEA HORSE

I have tried to gild war, and to solace myself for
the loss of dear and gallant friends, with the
thought that a soldier's death for a cause that he
believes in will count for much, whatever may be
beyond this world. When the soldier of a civilised
Power is killed in action, his limbs are composed
and his body is borne by friendly arms reverently
to the grave. The wail of the fifes, the roll of the
drums, the triumphant words of the Funeral Ser-
vice, all divest the act of its squalor; and the spec-
tator sympathises with, perhaps almost envies, the
comrade who has found this honourable exit.

But there was nothing dulce et decorum about the
Dervish dead; nothing of the dignity of uncon-
querable manhood; all was filthy corruption. Yet
these were as brave men as ever walked the earth.
The conviction was borne in on me that their claim
beyond the grave in respect of a valiant death was
not less good than that which any of our country-
men could make. The thought may not be origi-

white-clad bodies of the men were intermingled
with the brown and bay horses, so that this part of
the field looked less white-speckled than the rest.
They had ridden straight at the solid line of bayo-
nets and in the teeth of the storm of projectiles.
Every man had galloped at full speed, and when
he fell he shot many lengths in front of his horse,
rolling over and over — destroyed, not conquered,
by machinery.

At such sights the triumph of victory faded on
the mind, and a mournful feeling of disgust grew
stronger. All this was bad to see, but worse re-
mained; after the dead, the wounded.

There may have been wounded Dervishes
.among the heaps of slain. The atmosphere forbade
approach. There certainly were many scattered
about the plain. We approached these cautiously
and, pistol in hand, examined their condition.
Lord Tullibardine had a large water-bottle. He dis-
mounted, and gave a few drops to each till it was
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all gone. You must remember that this was three
days after the fight, and that the sun had beaten
down mercilessly all the time. Some of the
wounded were very thirsty. It would have been a
grateful sight to see a large bucket of clear, cool
water placed before each shaking, feverish figure.
That, or a nameless man with a revolver and a big
bag of cartridges, would have seemed merciful.

The scenes were pathetic. Where there was a
shady bush four men had crawled to die. Some-
one had spread a rag on the thorns to increase the
shade. Three of the unfortunate creatures had at-
tained their object; the fourth survived. He was
shot through both legs. The bullet — a Martini-
Henry bullet — had lodged in the right knee-cap.
The whole limb was stiffened. We gave him a
drink. You would not think such joy could come
from a small cup of water. Tullibardine examined
his injury. Presently he pulled out his knife, and
after much probing and cutting extracted the bul-
let — with the button-hook. I have seen, and shall
see perchance again, a man with a famous name
worse employed.

Would the reader be further sickened with the
horrors of the field? There was a man that had
crawled a mile in three days, but was yet two
miles from the river. He had one foot; the other re-
mained behind. I wonder if he ever reached the
water he had struggled so hard to attain! There

was a man with both legs shattered; he had
dragged himself along in a sitting posture, mak-
ing perhaps four hundred yards a day.

The extraordinary vitality of these poor
wretches only prolonged their torments. So terri-
ble were the sights and smells that the brain failed
to realise the suffering and agony they proclaimed.
As a man faints and his body refuses to suffer be-
yond a certain degree under torture, so the mind
was unable to appreciate that an arrangement of
line and colour lying on the ground was a human
being, partly putrefied but still alive. Perhaps stern
Nature, more merciful than stern civilisation, lent
a kindly delirium. But I must record the fact that
most of the men I saw were sane and capable of
feeling every pang. And meanwhile they all strug-
gled towards the Nile, the great river of their
country, without which the invaders could never
have come upon them, but which they neverthe-
less did not reproach. One man had reached it and
lay exhausted, but content, on the bank. Another
had attained the water and had died at its brim.
Let us hope he had his drink first.

All this was three days after the action. Yet on
the 9th of September, when a week had passed,
there were still a few wounded who had neither
died nor crawled away, but continued to suffer.
How had they lived? It is not possible they could
have existed so long without food and water.

Why Read The River War?
An Appreciation
BY PAUL A. RAHE

THE CUSTOMS OF THE RIVER WAR

Paul A. Rahe chairs the department of history at the Uni-
versity ofTulsa. He is a member of the ICS-Academic Advi-
sory panel and participated in both the 1994 Canadian Con-
ference and Washington Symposium.

THERE was a time, not so long ago, when the
study of war, politics, and power was thought to
be part and parcel of an undergraduate educa-

tion. In the course of the last four decades, this has
ceased to be the case. Except at a handful of institutions,
such as Ohio State University and Yale, military history
has been abandoned. Within today's academy, the
practitioners of this dying art are shunned as pariahs,
for it is assumed that no one would devote a career to
the study of armed conflict who is not somehow
morally deranged. Programs in peace studies and in
conflict resolution abound; rarely does anyone face up
to the fact that conflicts quite often get resolved, and
peace achieved, through the successful conduct of war.

One consequence of the reigning academic pieties is
that in college one is far more likely to encounter an of-
fering in the history of women's fashion than to have
the opportunity to study Napoleon's campaigns. This is
not because of a lack of demand. Books on military his-
tory have always sold well and still do; undergraduates
are quick to enroll in courses dealing with politics and
war when given the chance. Red-blooded they always
were, and red-blooded they remain. Therein lies hope.

Ten years ago, the obvious place to begin would
have been Thucydides' account of the Peloponnesian
War. Nowhere can one find a subtler depiction of the
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Thus it was that these painful and shocking
cases occurred, and it is not easy to see how they
could have been prevented. The statement that
'the wounded Dervishes received every delicacy
and attention' is so utterly devoid of truth that it
transcends the limits of mendacity and passes into
the realms of the ridiculous.

I was impatient to get back to the camp. There
was nothing to be gained by dallying on the field,
unless a man were anxious to become quite cal-
lous, so that no imaginable misery which could
come to human flesh would ever have moved him
again. I may have written in these pages some-
thing of vengeance and of the paying of a debt. It
may be that vengeance is sweet, and that the gods
forbade vengeance to men because they reserved
for themselves so delicious and intoxicating a
drink. But no one should drain the cup to the bot-
tom. The dregs are often filthy-tasting.

So as the haze deepened into the gloom of the
night, and the uncertain outlines of the distant
hills faded altogether from the view, we rode back
to camp — 'home to Omdurman/ and left the field
of battle to its silent occupants. There they lie,
those valiant warriors of a false faith and fallen
domination; their only history preserved by their
conquerors; their only monument, their bones —
and these the drifting sand of the desert will bury
in a few short years. Three days before I had seen

them rise — eager, confident, resolved. The roar of
their shouting had swelled like the surf on a rocky
shore. The flashing of their blades had displayed
their numbers, their vitality, their ferocity. They
were confident in their strength, in the justice of
their cause, in the support of their religion. Now
only the heaps of corruption in the plain, and the
fugitives dispersed and scattered in the wilder-
ness, remained. The terrible machinery of scien-
tific war had done its work. The Dervish host was
scattered and destroyed. Their end, however, only
anticipates that of the victors; for Time, which
laughs at science, as science laughs at valour, will
in due course contemptuously brush both combat-
ants away.

Yet it may happen in some distant age, when a
mighty system of irrigation has changed the deso-
late plain of Omdurman into a fertile garden, and
the mud hovels of the town have given place to
the houses, the schools, and the theatres of a great
metropolis, that the husbandman, turning up a
skull amid the luxuriant crop, will sapiently re-
mark: 'There was aforetime a battle here.' Thus the
event will be remembered. $

Reprinted by permission of the copyright holder, Winston
S. Churchill, MP. The unabridged text, which includes this ex-
cerpt, has been out of print since 1900; the writing herein will
demonstrate the need for a modern reprint. See also Professor
Emmert's review of The River War on page 27.

moral and practical dilemmas faced by the statesman
in a world torn by conflict. Moreover, Thucydides' en-
vironment was bipolar — as was ours in the great
epoch of struggles on the European continent that
stretched from 1914 to 1989 — and Thucydides' war
pitted a maritime power, such as America or Britain
against a power, such as Germany or the Soviet Union,
threatening dominance on land. But the two great
world wars are now long gone; the Cold War has come
to an end; and we no longer find ourselves hovering on
the verge of conflict with a single foe.

Our situation more closely resembles the plight of
the late Victorians than that of Pericles, Archidamus,
Alcibiades, and Lysander; and while we still have
much to learn from Thucydides, there is something to
be said for asking contemporary students to read Sir
Winston Churchill's lively accounts of the dirty little
wars that his countrymen had to fight at the end of the
last century in defense of their empire and way of life.

Unfortunately, the best of these — The River War: An
Historical Account of the Reconquest of the Soudan (Lon-
don: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1899) — was never
reprinted in its original, two-volume edition. Those in
search of instruction will have to turn to the library or
even to interlibrary loan. The rewards will amply repay
the effort of acquisition, for the reader will have no dif-

ficulty in understanding why Churchill was eventually
awarded the Nobel Prize for literature.

Churchill's great, neglected work is, like Thucy-
dides' history, a prose epic. His subjects — the Nile and
its peoples; the conflict between Islam and modernity;
the origins, character, and course of the Mahdist revolt
against Egyptian rule within the Sudan; the resistance
mounted by General Gordon at Khartoum; the feckless-
ness of Gladstone's Liberal administration; and the
campaign of reconquest ultimately mounted on behalf
of Egypt and Britain by Sir Herbert Kitchener — offered
him the same sort of canvas available to Thucydides,
and he took the endeavor as an occasion for reflection
on the moral responsibilities attendant upon a great
power and as an opportunity to explore the relation-
ships between civilization and decadence, between bar-
barism and courage, and between modern science and
the changing character of war.

In an age when the Great Democracies are likely to
be called on to respond to ugly little conflicts marked
by social, sectarian, and tribal rivalries in odd corners of
the world — the Arabian peninsula, the Caucasus, the
Horn of Africa, the Balkans, Central Africa, the
Maghreb, and the Caribbean, to mention the most re-
cent examples — I can think of no other historical work
that better deserves our attention. $
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BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

SIR Winston Churchill's long career as a peace-
maker, from last century's Boer War in Africa to
the age of Summit Meetings, was the subject of the

First Nation's Capital Churchill Symposium, co-spon-
sored by ICS's Churchill Center for the Study of State-
craft and the Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars, in Washington, October 28th-29th.

Peacemaking — in the Middle East, Ireland, Bosnia,
Somalia, Haiti and the former USSR — is so much in
our minds these days that ICS thought it is useful to
consider Churchill's experience. Although Churchill's
roles as peacemaker are relatively little known, he was
at the center of negotiations not dissimilar to those
going on right now — sometimes in the same places,
such as Ireland and the Middle East.

Churchill's efforts at conciliation placated South
Africa after the Boer War and determined the borders
of the modern Middle East and Europe in 1918-22. De-
spite his urgings, the Allies failed to address German
grievances in the 1920s, paving the way for Hitler.
Thanks in part to his urgings, the first of what he called
"meetings at the summit" occurred in 1955, ironically
after he had left office. The Irish Treaty he helped nego-
tiate with Sinn Fein in 1921 kept the peace for half a
century. In Cairo the same year he unsuccessfully pro-
posed a Kurdish homeland, "to protect the Kurds from
some future bully in Iraq..." Such astonishing foresight
deserves documentation and study.

"I have always been against the Pacifists during the
quarrel, and against the Jingoes at the close," Churchill
wrote in 1930. He preached generosity toward fallen
foes, and had a startlingly modern attitude toward
what we now call Third World nations, which many of
his generation considered beneath contempt. After
World War II, he was the first statesman to urge recon-
ciliation between France and Germany — the root of
the modern European Union. "The problems of victory
are more agreeable than those of defeat," he had said in
1942, "but they are no less difficult."

Ten leading Churchill scholars from Britain and
America met under the auspices of the Churchill and
Wilson Centers to present papers on every aspect of
Churchill and Peacemaking covering six decades of
public service. From Britain, Sir Robert Rhodes James
and Dr. Paul Addison considered "Peacemaking on the
Home Front," while official biographer Martin Gilbert
discussed "Peacemaking with the Russians, Yalta to
Bermuda." American academics Williamson Murray,
Steven Lambakis, James Muller, Kirk Emmert and
Manfred Weidhorn, and attorney Douglas Feith, dis-
cussed Churchill's failures and successes at peacemak-
ing from the settlement of the Boer War, Versailles in
1919, Ireland and Palestine, and on through World War
II. Sir Winston's postwar restructuring of the Conserva-
tive Party was discussed by Dr. Frank Mayer.

Many of the opinions were highly controversial and
provoked stimulating discussion. The hardest working
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people of all were the three discussants, distinguished
professors of history and politics: Warren Kimball of
Rutgers, editor of the Roosevelt-Churchill Correspondence;
Patrick Powers, Assumption College; and Paul Rahe,
chairman of the History Department, University of
Tulsa. Between them they responded to all ten papers,
and ably defended counter-responses from the audi-
ence.

Academics remarked on the erudition of the largely-
ICS audience, which produced penetrating questions
and rebuttals. In many cases no agreement was reached
from this "meeting at the summit" — which was just
what we had expected! The proceedings will be pub-
lished in book form in 1995, where they will be perused
by a far wider audience, and left, as WSC said, "to the
judgment or clemency of the public."

"There is much to learn from Churchill's efforts at
peacemaking," said Symposium chairman James
Muller, Professor of Political Science, University of
Alaska Anchorage. "Some of it has an uncanny rele-
vance to modern problems. Britain in Churchill's day
was often expected to be a world troubleshooter, as
America is today." Churchill himself once remarked,
"The only thing that's new in the world is the history
you don't know."

Above all, this Symposium proved the value of the
Churchill Center in Washington, focusing the attention
of students and scholars of foreign affairs and history
on the Churchill saga, the Churchill experience.
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CHURCHILL AND IRELAND
Paul Addison, University of Edinburgh: "All too often
Churchill's critics fail to appreciate the distinction be-
tween the extremism of his political style — the stri-
dency of the rhetoric, and his readiness to threaten the
use of force — and the moderation of his goals.
Churchill's admirers, on the other hand, would do well
to reflect that in politics substance cannot be altogether
divorced from presentation. His aggressive and insensi-
tive manner made him so many enemies that it con-
stantly undermined his attempts to win support for
moderate programmes and policies ... That said, it can
still be seen that Churchill's career was punctuated by
many attempts to prevent conflicts ... He was remark-
able for his capacity to forgive and forget. When De
Valera lunched at 10 Downing Street in September
1953, Churchill's comment afterwards was: 'A very
agreeable occasion. I like the man.'"

PEACEMAKING WITHIN THE EMPIRE
Kirk Emmert, Kenyon College: "The desire for power or to
prevail poses a practical and, unlike security concerns,
also a theoretical challenge to Churchill's view of em-
pire. Clearly, a power-seeking empire makes other em-
pires and nations less secure, thereby raising incentives
for their expansion through alliances or forging their
own empires. But Churchill's deeper problems with the
power defense of empire is that it promotes unlimited
expansion and says nothing about the quality or other
purposes of this expansive rule"

CHURCHILL AND
THE AFTERMATH OF THE GREAT WAR
fames W. Muller, University of Alaska Anchorage: "The Af-
termath deserves to be read and pondered today not
only because Churchill recognized the flaws of the
peace settlement and foresaw something of its sad se-
quel, but also for its realistic account of the problems of
peacemaking in a democratic age. While allied notables
carved up the world on their maps in Paris, rougher
characters were following other ideas and making their
own dispositions on the ground ... Whether the allies
might have done better, or whether their failings were
'inevitable,' is the question that he enjoins us to pon-
der."

CHURCHILL AND THE CRISIS OF THE 1930S
Williamson Murray, Ohio State University: "Churchill
was not an unregenerate defender of high defense bud-
gets. He had played a major role in developing the infa-
mous ten year rule in the early 1920s, a rule which re-
sulted in the general rundown of Britain's defense in-
dustries as well as the services. Still, one must judge
Churchill's advocacy of restraints on military expendi-
ture by reference to the context of the decade. When the
international environment underwent a drastic turn for
the worse in the early 1930s, Churchill recognized that
Britain must undertake a change in its defense policies
... [When] an exasperated back bencher interrupted one
of his 1938 speeches urging more air defense with the
cry, 'How much is enough?', Churchill replied that the
question reminded him of the man who received a
telegram from Brazil: 'Your mother-in-law dead; wire
instructions.' The man, Churchill indicates, immedi-
ately replied: 'Embalm, cremate, bury at sea. Take no
chances.'"

CHURCHILL AND PALESTINE
Douglas }. Feith: "As Colonial Secretary in 1921-22, Win-
ston Churchill took responsibility for a series of funda-
mental and fateful decisions on British policy toward
Zionism and Palestine. He reaffirmed as a national
obligation the pro-Zionist pledge to the Jewish people
embodied in the 1917 Balfour Declaration, but he rein-
terpreted the Declaration to elevate the importance of
the proviso protecting the rights of Palestine's 'non-
Jewish communities' He banned Jewish settlement in
the approximately 78% of the Mandate east of the Jor-
dan River. He approved the Palestine administration's
temporary cessation of all Jewish immigration of Pales-
tine ... Churchill was consistently emphatic in warning
Arab opponents of Zionism that Britain would fulfill its
pro-Zionist policy, but consistently vague in defining
the goals of the policy."

PEACEMAKING BETWEEN THE CLASSES
Sir Robert Rhodes James: "The world in which Churchill
grew up may have been one of the British Empire at its
apogee, but it was also one in which the child mortality
statistics for Belfast were worse than those for Calcutta,
and where both in town and country there was desper-
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