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AMID THESE STORMS

# TO THE disappointment of its sponsor (Wendy Reves), editor (Martin Gilbert)
and visionary (ICS), Never Surrender, Companion Volume 6 Part 2 of the Official
Biography (this space last issue), is held up until June. I only learned this in mid-
February and mention it for the benefit of ninety people awaiting copies from
our New Book Service. Each publisher blames the other for the delay.

In June, however, it will take its place as a key volume — thanks to the
generosity of Wendy Reves, who in 1989 pledged the entire editorial costs of ten
final companion volumes, 1940-65. She has kept her part of the bargain despite
many provocations. The preparation of Volume 3 is unaffected. The lesson
Martin Gilbert and I have learned is that we cannot leave things to publishers
even after a manuscript has been turned in. Once Volume 3 is handed over, our
role in Churchill's words will be: "Continue to pester, nag and bite."

# IN MARCH the President of the United States welcomed Gerry Adams, lead-
er of the "political wing" of a terrorist organization, to Washington for St.
Patrick's Day, and permitted him overtly to raise money during his visit to
America. So the Prime Minister of Great Britain refused some Presidential phone
calls, the President spent VE Day in Moscow with the liberators of Chechnya,
and pundits are saying the UK-US "special relationship"really is dead this time.

In January 1938, Churchill wrote in The Gathering Storm (Chapter 14), the
President of the United States, "deeply anxious at the deterioration of the inter-
national situation," offered to host Europe's leaders in Washington for a settle-
ment of differences. This pregnant overture was rejected by the Prime Minister,
in defiance of the advice from his ambassador in Washington and without con-
sulting his foreign secretary. Roosevelt's offer "of bringing together the leading
European Powers to discuss the chances of a general settlement, this, of course,
involving however tentatively the mighty power of the United States, was
rebuffed by Mr. Chamberlain," whose response was "received by the President
with some disappointment." That's too nice a way of putting it.

This is not a precise parallel. Mr. Adams and the IRA are not Hitler and
the Nazis. The IRA has murdered 10,000 souls; Hitler could do that in a day. It
does, however, provide a reminder that the best of friends may disagree, yet
remain friends. And on 4 April Mr. Major was back at the White House.

George Will writes that the Great Democracies "are safer now than any
other time this century." With safety comes a certain latitude. The President has
a constituency of Irish-Americans who in their ignorance donate funds to the
IRA (whose "political wing" enjoys 3% support in southern Ireland); but he also
knows that this is not a Cold War face-off, with nuclear devastation in the cards
if he errs. If his action abets the "peace process" it will be hailed as ingenious; if
not, it will be written off as naivete. (In politics, WSC said, you can be killed
many times.) The fate of the world doesn't rest on this initiative, as perhaps it
did rest on Chamberlain's response to Roosevelt in 1938.

Such events however are not climacterics in the longest, most beneficent
relationship between two nations this century. I have heard it said that for
Clinton the "special relationship" is with Germany (that same Germany which
precipitated the Bosnian crisis by prematurely recognizing breakaway Yugoslav
republics); and at a London symposium on Britain's role Henry Kissinger
thought the "special relationship" must now be with Europe (that same Europe
so adept and unified over trade and monetary policies.) Perhaps there are better
examples of "special realationships." Churchill wrote about one in particular. I
daresay his will be around awhile longer. RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

The Editor's opinions are his own and not necessarily those of the Churchill Societies, their directors or trustees.
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES
QUOTE OF THE SEASON: BUDGET WARS
"It is the business of the Treasury to canvass all proposals which involve expenditure
and to compel those who bring them forward to show, not merely that they are necessary
and desirable, but that they are more necessary and more desirable than other necessary
and desirable projects. Without such severe controversial examination of estimates, the
finances of the wealthiest country would soon be in disorder and the money of the tax-
payer squandered irretrievably."

-WSC, LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL, Vol E, pp 227-28
SUBMITTED BY DAVID DRUCKMAN, ILLINOIS, USA

Celebrating Victory in Europe Day
with ICS in London, May 8th-9th

LONDON, MAY 6-8TH (REUTERS) —
The largest assembly of heads of state
and government to come to London
since Queen Elizabeth's 1953 corona-
tion marks the 50th anniversary of the
end of World War II in Europe. Buck-
ingham Palace has announced that
leaders from more than fifty coun-
tries, including German Chancellor
Helmut Kohl, will attend the Victory
in Europe commemorations from
May 6th-8th. Japan, another defeated
World War II power, will be repre-
sented by its ambassador.

The Prince and Princess of Wales,
who separated two years ago, are to
make a rare appearance together in
public for the ceremonies. The
Duchess of York, who separated from
Prince Andrew in 1992, will not be
taking part. The Queen, Prince Philip
and Prince Charles are to attend a
joint session of the two Houses of
Parliament on May 5th.

The first major set-piece event on
May 6th will be a dinner at the ornate
Guildhall for visiting heads of state.
There will also be a memorial service
at St Paul's Cathedral on May 7th and
a gala finale in Hyde Park on May
8th. For ICS, however, the big news
comes on the selfsame day...

LONDON, MAY 8TII — By the time
you read this, ICS will be approach-
ing the grand finale to four days of
national celebration commemorating

the 50th anniversary of the end of the
war in Europe, all orchestrated by
chairwoman Wylma Wayne in Lon-
don (tel. 071-109-5310).

A black tie dinner at the Imperial
War Museum, amid the Spitfires and
Hurricanes, with guest speaker Win-
ston S. Churchill MP, will host 350
people, including some very impor-
tant guests and a large delegation of
ICS Friends from the United States
and Canada.

Among ICS guests: His Excellency
The Hon. Neil Blewett, Australian
High Commissioner; H.E. The Hon.
Royce Frith, Canadian High Commis-
sioner; H.E. the French Ambassador
M. Jean Gueguinou; H.E. the Russian
Ambassador M. and Mme.
Adamashina; the Duke and Duchess
of Marlborough; the Viscount & Vis-
countess Montgomery of Alamein
(President of the European-Atlantic
Group); Maj-Gen. Kenneth & the
Hon. Celia Perkins; Lt-Gen. Sir
Michael and Lady Rose; Lt-Gen. Sir
Peter and Lady de la Billiere; the
Baroness Brigstocke (Chairman,
English-Speaking Union of the Com-
monwealth); Mr. & Mrs. Winston S.
Churchill; Mr. & Mrs. Peregrine S.
Churchill; Dr. & Mrs. Borg (Imperial
War Museum); and Martin Gilbert.

All this augurs well for the name
and fame of Sir Winston, which ICS
strives above all to preserve, and to
the work of ICS, UK under David
Boler and his fine Committee includ-
ing the indefatigable Wylma Wayne.

12th International
Churchill Conference

Boston, October 26-9th
Guests of Honor:

The Lady Soames, DBE
The Hon. Celia Sandys

Chief Speakers:
Wm. F. Buckley, Jr.

Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.

"The conservative
master of the well-
made argument"
(PW), William
Buckley has spoken
and written against
the overweening
state for fifty years.
(Speaking 27 Oct.)

"The dean of Ame-
rican Liberalism,"

Arthur Schlesinger
has won Pulitzer

Prizes for his biog-
raphy of Jackson

and history of the
Kennedy era.

(Speaking 28 Oct.)

FOR years it has been our ambition
to host Arthur Schlesinger and

William Buckley at an ICS event.
Now through the catalyst of our
Boston Conference, this aim has been
realized, and these two famous writ-
ers, speakers and debaters will deliv-
er back-to-back speeches: Mr. Buckley
on Friday Oct 27th, Dr. Schlesinger
on Saturday the 28th.

Not only are Buckley and Schles-
inger among the most accomplished
thinkers in America. They also typify
a Churchill characteristic that is rare
in the high-pitched clatter of today's
politics: the belief (as Canadian Sen.
Grafstein puts it in his piece on pages
35-37) "that personal friendship and
civility are more important for those
in public life than personal political
partisanship." >»continued
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Conference Schedule

• All Days: A unique exhibit by
Kenneth Rendell, the acclaimed auto-
graph specialist. Memorabilia from
his personal collection will portray
the "Larger Than Life" Churchill as
he appeared on German, French and
British wartime propaganda. This is
certainly an exhibit not to be missed.

• THURSDAY 26 October: Stu-
dent presentations including the
Washington Chapter award winner,
"Mobilizing the English Language,"
by Thomas Baldwin, St. Albans
School, DC. Evening: Spirit of Boston
lobster clambake dinner cruise with
traditional dance music.

• FRIDAY 27 October: Book Day.
A panel of historians considers
Churchill's Triumph and Tragedy; Celia
Sandys discusses her new book, From
Winston With Love and Kisses (and her
next one, covering 1895-1908) and
hosts a book signing. Academic
panel: "Churchill, Roosevelt and the
End of World War EL" Evening: Black
Tie banquet with guest speaker
William F. Buckley, Jr. and the nation-
al anthems of all five ICS member
nations, sung by Solveig Barber of
ICS Canada.

• SATURDAY 28 October: 9AM:
trolley tour of "Churchill's Boston" —
famous and obscure city sites associ-
ated with Sir Winston since 1900.
11AM: Kennedy Library private
exhibit of the JFK and Halle Papers
concerning the Honorary Citizenship
for Sir Winston Churchill proclaimed
by President Kennedy in April 1963.
Afternoon: "Churchill Initiatives"
with Fred Farrow ("Churchill and the
General Strike"), Douglas Russell
("Lt. Churchill, 4th Hussars"), Patrick
Powers ("Teaching Churchill") and
Coach Johnny Parker of the New
England Patriots ("Churchill as Inspi-
ration"). Evening: Black Tie banquet
with guest speaker Arthur M.
Schlesinger, Jr. (see pp 38-39 this
issue) who will speak before dinner.

After dinner, the Grand Finale: "Har-
row Songs" with the Harvard Glee
Club — including all four Harrow
Songs with special Churchill verses,
along with "Jerusalem" and "The Bat-
tle Hymn of the Republic."

• SUNDAY 29 October: Chair-
man's Farewell Breakfast.

• Registration materials will be in
the mail very shortly. Chief of staff
Parker Lee strives for "zero defects"
registration. We'll know who is
responsible for everything and the
answers to all your questions. Com-
puter consultant Mike Pedersen will
provide materials including color-
keyed admission badges, and will
man the registration desk computer.

• Attention High School Teachers
Do you include a unit on Sir Winston
Churchill as part of your curricula?
Please share your experiences with
others during the 1995 Boston Con-
ference discussion, "Teaching
Churchill," especially designed for
teachers of teenagers. If you plan to
attend the Conference and would like
to participate in this discussion,
please contact Dr. Patrick Powers,
2096 Placita de Vida, Santa Fe, NM
87505, tel. (505) 471-7909.

• Harrow Songs: For nearly 150
years "Songs" have been part of the
Harrow School tradition, and from
1940 to 1960, Churchill scarcely
missed a year of the annual event,
weeping unashamedly as he joined
the pupils in the tunes of his child-
hood. Four Harrow songs contain
verses for Churchill: "Stet Fortuna
Domus," the majestic, more or less
unofficial school song; "Donorum
Dei," composed especially for the
50th Anniversary Churchill Songs at
the Albert Hall; "The Silver Arrow,"
not written until after Winston had
left Harrow, but one of his favorites
when he began attending again; and
"Forty Years On," the best known
Harrow anthem, which contains two
Churchill verses.

From "Forty Years On"
written for WSC, first sung 12Nov54

Sixty years on — though in time
growing older,

Younger at heart you return to the Hill:
You, who in days of defeat ever bolder,
Led us to Victory, serve Britain still.
Still there are bases to guard or beleaguer,
Still must the battle for freedom be won.
Long may you fight, Sir, who fearless

and eager
Look back to-day more than sixty years on.

JOHN FROST
"International Datelines" would not
be half its size without the "cuttings
service" of John Frost of Hertford-
shire, UK, whose Historical Newspa-
per Service is world famous. A
schoolboy passion for news has
turned into a collection of 60,000 edi-
tions dating back to 1640, plus
100,000 cuttings. As a leading British
newspaper archivist, Frost now pro-
vides newspapers for use in TV docu-
mentaries, magazines and books, a
booming business in which he is now
aided by his 30-year-old son Andrew.
For years, John has supplied Finest
Hour with Churchill cuttings, and
there is little on WSC that escapes his
eye. Anyone in need of the "papers"
for any date is welcome to contact the
John Frost Historical Newspaper Ser-
vice (address on page 4), tel/fax (081)
440-3159.

NATIONAL NON-STANDARDS
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 8TH —
The lamentable National Standards
for World History, which made so
much news in the USA late last year,
incidentally omitted Sir Winston
Churchill — but as many know, it
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had some five dozen references to
Joseph McCarthy. Got to keep in bal-
ance! (PS: It is not likely that these
"standards" will be adopted.)

STILL TOPPING THE POLL
BIRMINGHAM, UK, SEPT. 15TH — The
Bank of England has just chosen an
obscure bean counter, Sir John Hou-
blon, for the new £50 note — so a
local paper took a poll to see who
people would really like on the bill.
Churchill (38%) easily outdistanced a
field including Lord Nelson, Viscount
Montgomery (14% each), Lady
Thatcher (11%), grand prix driver
Nigel Mansell (8%), and Sir Laurence
Olivier (2%). Elvis did not place.

CHINESE EYEBALL TORTURE
PEKING, OCTOBER 12TH — Xie
Shuilin, 53, a plastics worker, won a
prize for writing four Churchill
speeches, 11,840 letters, on a piece of
paper only 3.5cm (1.3in) square. This
is certainly the sort of nonsense up
with which Xie will not put.

THE DREAM IN LATVIAN
"LATVIESU KRASTS '95"
RIGA, LATVIA, MAY 16TH — A limit-
ed edition of Sir Winston Churchill's
haunting short story, translated into
Latvian, was presented today to Lat-
vian President Guntis Ulmanis by a
Friend of ICS, British Ambassador to
Latvia Richard Ralph, along with
Douglas Russell and Richard Lang-
worth of ICS/USA, and Maxim Vick-
ers and Tal Dumpis of the American
Latvian Association. Ulmanis is the
fourth head of state to receive The
Dream, which earlier went to H.M.
The Queen, President Reagan and
President Mitterand; but this is the
first edition in a foreign language.

The occasion was "Latviesu
Krasts," a bicycle tour of the Latvian
coast, organized by ICS, in which
Vickers, Dumpis, Langworth and
Russell bicycled 350 miles from the
Lithuanian to the Estonian border to
commemorate the end of the war in
Europe and the continuing struggle

of Latvian patriots against Soviet
occupation. The cycling ran May 10th
to 20th, with the 16th off in Riga. Rus-
sell and Langworth earlier attended
the ICS VE Day dinner in London.

Errata: Finest Hour #85
Page 21 caption: the World War I

tobies were not, of course, created by
Clarice Cliff; our fault, not Mr. Hall's.

Back cover: bad gaffe in the quote
credit: The possessive that should be
there, in current style, is "Dickens's" and
the parenthesis should be closed. Oof!

LONDON THIS SEASON
(AN ONGOING COLUMN) — Antho-
ny Cave Brown, whose books on
wartime intelligence first planted the
false notion that Churchill refused to
warn Coventry of its fatal air raid to
protect his "Ultra" decryption secrets
(see FH #41) is at it again. Now he
claims that Churchill promoted "a
secret strategy of mutual annihilation
between Hitler and Stalin," not that it
wasn't (in retrospect) a bad idea. This
will be a disappointment to other
revisionists led by John Charmley
who insist that Churchill was duped
into paving the way for postwar Sovi-
et-American hegemony.

Cave Brown's evidence is a 2
February 1943 memo from Victor
Cavendish-Bentinck later Ninth Duke
of Portland (who died at 93 in 1990),
then chairman of the joint Intelligence
Committee: "It is surely to our advan-
tage that German troops should be
killed in the East instead of remaining
on guard in the West — and that we
and not the Russians get to Berlin
first." The memo went to Col. John
Bevan, appointed by WSC to head an
operation designed to hoodwink the
Germans with phantom invasions.
Bentinck told Bevan this policy was
"out of date ... I suggest we should
allow the Germans to believe —
owing to incompetence and quarrels
with the Americans — that we are
unlikely to undertake major opera-
tions anywhere on the European con-
tinent and that they can therefore
transfer troops to Russia. Thus the

Russians and the Germans will be
killing each other, and Russia —
however sentimental we may be
about her at present, is likely to be a
troublesome customer at the end of
the war — will be thoroughly weak-
ened." Our newspaper account does
not record Churchill's view.

That such a policy was mooted
seems hardly noteworthy; in war,
you consider everything. That such a
policy was undertaken by Churchill
seems hard to construe, though a Red
Army historian, John Erickson, says
this explains Churchill's reluctance to
invade the continent in 1943. It is
amazing how much people like Mr.
Cave Brown are willing to read into
Churchill's actions. Those who read
the PM's own correspondence at the
time will have a difficult job breath-
ing much life into this latest conspira-
cy theory. Nevertheless, it will proba-
bly be requoted more than once.

EDINBURGH THIS SEASON
Dr. Leah Leneman of Edinburgh Uni-
versity has read one of Churchill's
1919 letters and accordingly
announces breathlessly that (sur-
prise!) he was a male chauvinist.

Writing as Secretary of State for
War, WSC said women "would be
out of place in the continual and inti-
mate contact into which a medical
officer is brought with the soldiers.
The command of medical field units
involves leadership and discipline,
and at times very great strain and
hardship to which women would
only be equal in very rare cases.
Women could not carry out venereal
inspections or lecture troops on the
prevention of venereal disease. Not
only would soldiers object to exami-
nation by women, but there would at
once be a public outcry at such a
breach of convention."

Leneman says Churchill's letter
"looks like misplaced chivalry, but it's
actually a deep contempt for wom-
en's abilities. For Churchill, women
were decorative but little else. I do
not see how anyone could not say he
was anti-feminist and sexist in today's
parlance." >»cont'd.
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It's well we have Dr. Leneman
around to tell us what Churchill ("in
today's parlance") thought of women!
Of course, she might try reading
Clementine Churchill by Mary Soames
before she reports WSC's opinion on
the "merely decorative" sex. Not that
this would prevent the Edinburgh
Evening Nezvs from filling a page with
60 point type reading BRITISH BULL-
DOG 'SEXIST.' This sort of generational
chauvinism, which demands charac-
ters from 1919 be as "enlightened" as
today's "historians," will continue — in
this case until some female pilot gets
shot down by any of a dozen lunatic
groups you can name, and the word
gets out what they did to her. RML

COMING UP
Long Sunset, the memoirs of Antho-

ny Montague Browne, Sir Winston's
last private secretary (1952-65) will be
published in London by Cassells in
May. The ICS New Book Service will
stock English editions as soon as possi-
ble. This will be an important book by
a key aide and a sound contribution to
history.

WHERE'S SIR WINSTON?
LONDON, AUGUST 1994 — Jonah Trieb-
wasser of ICS/USA, in town with chil-
dren Tommy and Alison to see such
sites as the Cabinet War Rooms and
Parliament, went to Parliament Square
— and did not find Churchill! The stat-
ue had been encased in a box to pro-
tect it from cement
dust and scratches
from a public
works project near-
by. Cockney work-
ers said they
thought "the old
boy" would be out
of his box by
September.

What we'd like
to know, Jonah, is how long has St.
Stephen's Tower been leaning over
at this precarious angle?

NEW CASSETTES & BOOKS
In England, Argo/Decca/EMI

have finally produced the
unabridged "Wartime Speeches,"

ADVERTS
• Ezra Brooks Churchill Bourbon

Bottle. Commemorates 1946 "Iron Cur-
tain" speech at Fulton, a limited edition
for which the molds were later
destroyed. Perfect condition with origi-
nal sticker and cork intact. Asking $225.
Larry Kryske, 4 St. George Ct., Little
Rock AR 72211.

• Blenheim Cottage, Maine Coast:
discount rentals to Friends of iCS. At
Tenant's Harbor (Camden 30mins.,
Portland 1 l/2hrs.) All modcons, com-
plete WSC library, dock & stone beach,
sleeps six. Sailing, fishing, superb ocean
views out of our picturesque harbor. A
few weeks left for summer 1995. Con-
tact the Editor

• Personals of a limited nature are
free to Friends of ICS and may be sent
in care of the editors.

last seen on twelve 33 1/3 rpm LP
records. They comprise three double
packs in a box, cost £19.99 and play
for 7+ hours. This is the first time
the full helping has been available
in thirty years. Now, North
Americans please don't write us
asking how to get them in Canada
or the USA — we'll check and
announce when we find out.

Completely new for 1994 is a two-
cassette pack from Harper Collins
UK of Robert Hardy reading an
abridged version of My Early Life.
As might be expected, Hardy does
the job very well: three hours play-
ing time, £6.99 in the UK.

In America, the Easton Press are
offering their leatherbound editions
of the Official Biography (in ten vol-
umes, $610 payable in installments)
and The Second World War (six vol-
umes, $275, payable in install-
ments). Easton have done ICS a
favor by placing membership
brochures in shipments of these
books, so we don't mind mentioning
their availability again. Telephone
(800) 367-4534 or write MBI Books

Division, 677 Connecticut Avenue,
Norwalk CT 06854. -DJH

HANGING IN THERE
NEW YORK, DECEMBER 31ST — In a
Gallup Poll for LISA Today a "repre-
sentative sample" of 167 respon-
dents was asked to name the men
they most admired (women were a
different poll). Churchill received 18
votes, more than Pope John Paul
and Jimmy Carter, and one less than
Harry Truman and Richard Nixon.
(How Truman would hate knowing
he was tied with Nixon...)

Ahead of Churchill and the Pope
were Rev. Billy Graham (35), Dwight
Eisenhower and Ronald Reagan (22
each), which suggests that Gallup
sampled only midwestern Republi-
can born-again Catholics. Or some-
thing. Anyway, we're pleased to see
WSC surpassing several living per-
sons and the only non-American in
the top six. Now, about "Man of the
Century..."

MR. KEATING IS A FAN
In Finest Hour #76 (p20), we stat-

ed: "The Australian Prime Minister,
Mr. Paul Keating, following his dis-
courtesy to The Queen during her
visit to Australia, accused Great
Britain of deserting his country..."

Michael McRobbie of Canberra
asks us to note that it should not be
assumed that Paul Keating is anti-
Churchill — quite the contrary, in
fact: "Keating has said words on
record to the effect that Churchill
was by far the greatest statesman
this century, followed a distant sec-
ond by Roosevelt. He has also said
that when he was young Churchill
was the major influence on him as
he wanted to do the sorts of things
(i.e. politics) that Churchill did. It is
certainly the case that he doesn't
think that the British covered them-
selves in glory in Malaya/Singapore
in 1941-42 and he certainly favours
Australia becoming a republic; but
he has frequently mentioned his
general admiration of Britain's role
in WW2, and of many British insti-
tutions." »>continued opposite
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CHURCHILL IN ANCHORAGE
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA, FEB. 16TH —
This spring, students at the
University of Alaska, Anchorage,
were offered a seminar entitled
"Churchill and the Two World
Wars," taught by Prof. James W.
Muller, Chairman of the ICS Board
of Academic Advisors (USA and
Canada). The course, offered to both
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents in the Department of Political
Science, gives students a look at
what WSC calls "a second Thirty
Years' War" and a review of the
most striking events of our century.

Students nicknamed the course
"Forced March through the Twen-
tieth Century," because the assigned
reading included the eleven vol-
umes of The World Crisis and The
Second World War, plus selections
from Great Contemporaries and
Thoughts and Adventures. The little-
known sequels to The World Crisis,
The Aftermath and The Eastern Front,
which have been out of print since
the 1970s, were made available to
the students with the help of Mark
Weber, Richard Langworth and the
ICS New Book Service, which has
bound the latter from extra
Collected Works sheets and dug up
used copies of the former.

A crossword puzzle on charac-
ters and incidents of The World Crisis
was prepared by Professor Muller
as part of the students' midterm
examination. Finest Hour will run it
in the next issue.

Another seminar, on Churchill's
History of the English-Speaking
Peoples, will be offered at the
University of Alaska, Anchorage,
from July 5th to August 8th. For
information call (907) 786-4740.

DR. FREDERICK WOODS, FRSA
CREWE, CHESHIRE, UK, FEB. 26TH —
Pioneer Churchill bibliographer

Frederick Woods
passed away
today after a long
bout with cancer.
His funeral was
March 6th at St.
Chad's Church,

.- <*.•

Winsford. His wife Nicky writes, "It
is a blessing that he is now free from
the frustrations and suffering of his
illness. His courage has been
remarkable during the past few
years."

It certainly was. In recent years
Fred vigorously renewed his
Churchill interest. He published his
analysis of Churchill the writer,
Artillery of Words, in 1992, and got
out a new edition of Young
Winston's Wars (WSC's early war
despatches from Cuba, India and
Africa) under the title Winston
Churchill, War Correspondent. Deter-
mined to update his Bibliography, he
obtained grants and a publishing
contract and proceeded into
research even though he was
already ill. ICS welcomed him at the
1993 ICS Conference in Washington,
DC, where he spoke enthusiastically
about his progress.

Twice Fred planned research
tours in Canada and the USA; twice
he had to cancel owing to the
progress of his malady. Each time
he would write and tell us, "This is
really most inconvenient — I'll be in
touch anon," or words to that effect.
Indeed, when he wrote me last he
was as nonchalant as ever: "I am
dying and I should be out of the
way by the end of April. Thank you
for all the affection you have shown
in the past years ... You'll appreciate
how much everything meant." True
to the standard of every good
author, Fred was ahead of deadline.

He leaves a void, and an army
of bibliophiles who will continue to
appreciate his work. We mourn him
as a devotee of the Churchill canon.
He still had so much to give. -RML

JUDGE RICHARD A. LAVINE
LOS ANGELES, DECEMBER 31ST —
Described by his friends as a
"Renaissance man," a person of
great intellect, compassion and fair-
ness, a great friend and Churchill-
ian, Richard Lavine died today of
heart failure after a lengthy illness.

Born here in 1917, Richard took
pride in his being a "true Angelino."
His education culminated with his

Aboard the
Hebridean

Princess ojft he
west coast of

Scotland,
September 1994

JD and LLM
degrees from
the USC Law
School; in 1944
he married his
law school sweetheart Ruth
Jacobson and later practiced law
with her. In World War II he served
in the U.S. Army Air Corps China-
Burma-India Theatre and rose to the
rank of Major while in USAF service
later in Korea. His particular avoca-
tion was the study of military histo-
ry. He served as Assistant U.S.
Attorney in Los Angeles, Deputy
Assistant Attorney General in
Washington, and was appointed to
the Superior Court of Los Angeles
in 1980, where he served over ten
years. A prolific author and lecturer,
he was also a student and teacher
with an insatiable thirst for knowl-
edge, whose travels with his family
took him all over the world.

We had the privilege to enjoy
the special company of Richard and
Ruth Lavine on the 1991 Churchill
Tour to Australia, and my wife even
doubled with him on a camel in
Alice Springs! His conversation and
intimate understanding of Churchill
were scintillating and memorable.
His loss puts me in mind of
Churchill's lament on the passing of
Arthur Balfour in Great Contem-
poraries: "I felt the tragedy which
robs the world of all the wisdom
and treasure gathered in a great
man's life and experience, and
hands the lamp to some impetuous
stripling, or lets it fall shivered into
fragments upon the ground." -RML

DONALD L. FORBES, CBE, JP
WOODFORD GREEN, ESSEX, UK,
DEC. 21ST — Before the outbreak of
war in 1939, Donald Forbes played
an active part in maintaining
Winston Churchill as MP for Epping
at a time when those who sought to
appease Hitler tried to stifle WSC's
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Donald Forbes., vigorous criti-
cism of the
Nazi regime.
In 1945 he
became Hon.
Secretary of
C h u r c h i l l ' s
constituency
association,
working close-
ly with its
chairman, the

late Sir James Hawkey, in rebuild-
ing the Conservative Party in
Wanstead & Woodford. One of the
earliest Friends of ICS/UK, Donald
had also chaired the ad-hoc commit-
tee formed to commission the statue
of Winston Churchill unveiled by
Field Marshal Montgomery on
Woodford Green in 1958.

Born in London in 1908, Donald
was a chartered accountant. Long
active in Wanstead and Woodford,
he served as borough councillor,
deputy mayor, mayor and alderman
until retiring when the borough was
merged with Ilford to form the
London Borough of Redbridge.

Donald mastered a personal
computer at the age of 80, and spent
much of his last years recording his
fascinating public life. As a result,
David Thomas in his recent book,
Winston Churchill, the Member for
Woodford, was able to rely on an
authoritative array of papers that
Donald had made available. All
who knew him from both sides of
the pond hailed him as a prince of
good fellows.

At Buckingham Palace to receive
the CBE in 1987, when The Queen
inquired about his past activities,
Donald summed up the highlight of
his memories in a simple sentence:
"I looked after Mr Churchill in the
constituencies of Epping and
Woodford, Your Majesty."

SHEILA MINTO, LVO, OBE
LONDON, OCTOBER 19TH — Sheila
Alison Minto was born in London in
1908, youngest of seven children of
a Scottish sugar trader; she grew up
near Dunoon on the Firth of Clyde.
In 1929 she joined the Civil Service,

assigned to the secretarial staff at
the War Office, and was transferred
to 10 Downing Street in 1935. Al-
though she thought this assignment
would be "dull and political," she
stayed thirty-three years and served
eight Prime Ministers, becoming in
time the senior permanent secretary,
unofficially known as the "Queen
Bee." Her effortless and natural
authority and good humour are
remembered by her "hive." She was
respected but never feared. After
retirement, she became something
of a celebrity on TV chat shows,
where she delighted audiences with
good-humoured anecdotes about
her various masters.

Shortly after Churchill moved
into Downing Street, Sheila Minto
found a distressed young girl sob-
bing outside the Cabinet Room: "I
can't go in." Loud "harrumpings"
could be heard issuing from beyond
the door.

WSC's private secretary, looking
harrassed, grabbed Sheila, saying,
"For God's sake go in and cope!"
WSC demanded to know who she
was and then ordered her to sit
opposite him at the Cabinet table,
throw away her shorthand note-
book, and take dictation straight
onto the typewriter. As she complet-
ed each page Churchill rang a bell
and a Royal Marine came in to take
it away. From then on, she was in
regular demand.

At first she found it difficult to
cope with Churchill's working
habits and was never entirely com-
fortable when taking dictation, with
the possibility that "an incontinent
budgerigar might suddenly alight
on my head." She soon discovered
that if WSC was in a bullying mood
her best defence was to bully him
back. She became and remained
devoted to him. She had to adjust to
his hours: "It was not at all unusual
to start at 10PM and go on until
2AM or 3AM. Sometimes he decid-
ed to work in bed and would poke
his head out of the bedroom door
and say, with a mischievous grin, 'I
shall require two young women
tonight.'" -DJH

MAURICE ASHLEY, CBE
LONDON, OCTOBER 4TH — Maurice
Ashley, a recipient of the ICS Emery
Reves Award for his work with Sir
Winston Churchill on Marlborough,
died today aged 87. A prolific histo-
rian with a special interest in the
17th century, Ashley made his repu-
tation as an expert on Cromwell. In
1989, when Churchill's behaviour as
a husband and employer was under
attack, he sprang to his defence,
writing: "He treated me with utmost
consideration, almost as an equal.
Every evening after dinner, Winston
played games of backgammon with
his wife. He consulted her on public
and private matters and frequently
took her advice. In my experience he
was neither rude nor greedy. He
was indeed a wonderful man."

Recalling those years at an ICS
dinner in London the same year,
Ashley said that as a young social-
ist, he did not always see eye to eye
with his boss but conceived a deep
admiration for him both as an histo-
rian and a man. -RML

SIR KARL POPPER
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 17TH — Sir
Karl Popper, 92, was one of the most
influential thinkers of the 20th
century, notable for his part in
undermining Marxist theory in his
masterworks, The Open Society and
Its Enemies and The Poverty of
Historicism. He believed with
Churchill that individuals do shape
history, and not the other way
round. Yet his ideas appealed to a
broad range of political leaders,
ranging from Margaret Thatcher to
the Portuguese socialist President
Mario Soares.

A member of ICS United
Kingdom and intellectually active
until his dying day, Sir Karl wrote
to The Times last year in support of
Sir Winston's war record, arguing
that any peace with Hitler would
have meant the extension of the
Holocaust. As his list of books and
academic distinctions grew, he was
knighted in 1965 and made a
Companion of Honour in 1982.
-M.J. KAY >»continued opposite
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MAJ. MICHAEL PARISH, MC
ATHENS, SEPTEMBER 12TH — Major
Michael Parish, who was awarded
the Military Cross both for his
escape from German-held Crete in
1941 and for his subsequent rescue
of Allied soldiers from the Greek
mainland and islands, died in the
country he loved today, a few
months after publishing his mem-
oirs, Aegean Adventures and the
Failure of Churchill's Dream (re-
viewed in FH #82). His distin-
guished military career is discussed
in that review, but what I want to
mention here is his response to the
critiques I made of his thesis that the
Allies could have finished Hitler
faster, forestalling the Iron Curtain,
by an invasion up the Danube start-
ing from a base in the Greek islands.

His was certainly the most gal-
lant response to a critical review I
have ever read (FH #84, p33),
underscoring his desire to search for
truth and his respect for Sir Winston
(and Sir Fitzroy Maclean). He was,
the Daily Telegraph said, "outstand-
ingly brave, and modest. Despite his
wounds, asthma and deafness, he
continued to lead a full life. He had
style and showed a sparkling sense
of fun." -RML

R. ADMIRAL 'PAFF PAFFARD
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 12TH — Rear
Admiral 'Paff Paffard, who died
aged 90, was for fourteen years sec-
retary to a great war leader,
Admiral of the Fleet Lord Tovey. All
his diplomatic skills were needed in
1942 when Tovey fell out with the

Admiralty and with Churchill after
objecting to Admiralty interference
with his conduct of the convoys to
Russia. Tovey particularly objected
when Whitehall ordered the convoy
PQ17 to scatter, with disastrous
results. Despite Paffard's efforts,
matters deteriorated by 1943 and
Churchill tried to persuade Cun-
ningham to take over the Home
Fleet. Cunningham declined to do
so unless Tovey was sick. When
Tovey hauled down his flag in 1943,
Paffard was appointed CBE, and
accompanied Tovey to his next
appointment, as C-in-C The Nore.
Nore Command was crucial in
preparations for the invasion of
Europe and received a special Ad-
miralty commendation for its vital
contribution. -DAVID BOLER &

LOCAL NEWS

For Valour: Remembrance at Bladon, 25 January 1995

Festooned with flowers: the graves of Sir Winston and his father Lord Randolph (d.1895).

BLADON, OXON., UK, JAN. 29TH —
ICS United Kingdom arranged a
special commemoration of the 30th
anniversary of Sir Winston's death
and the 100th anniversary of the
passing of his father, Lord
Randolph Churchill. Over ninety
friends of ICS and 75 members and
friends of the Churchill family gath-
ered at St. Martin's Church, includ-

ing the Duke and Duchess of
Marlborough, Lady Soames,
Winston and Minnie Churchill,
Nicholas and Serena Soames, Celia
Sandys and her husband Maj. Gen.
Ken Perkins, and children from all
their respective families. Notable
guests included Lady Margaret
Colville, Lady Williams (nee Jane
Portal), the Countess of Onslow,

Lady Rowan and the Countess of
Avon, Sir Henry and Lady Beverley
(he is director general of the
Churchill Memorial Trust),
Headmaster and Mrs. Nick
Bomford and Head Boy Simon
Mitchell of Harrow School, and
Master and Mrs. Broers of Churchill
College. Past members of the
Churchill secretariat included Grace
Hamblin, Doreen Pugh, Peter
Kinna, Elizabeth Gilliat and Marian
Spencer. The list was a cornucopia
of WSC/ICS Who's Who!

Lessons were read at the Service
by Winston Churchill and Lady
Soames.The rafters were shaken by
wholehearted renditions including
Sir Winston's favourites, "O God
Our Help in Ages Past" and "The
Battle Hymn of the Republic,"
which as many recall were sung at
the funeral in St. Paul's in 1965. The
Order of Service was kindly ar-
ranged by Lady Soames, who also
organised a wonderful floral dis-
play. It is a wonder that we
squeezed 160 into a church holding
only 130!

The Rector of Bladon, the Rev.
Roger Humphreys, gave a most
moving address in difficult circum-
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stances, as he had only been at
Bladon for a few weeks. After the
Service, wreaths were laid on Sir
Winston's and Lord Randolph's
graves by members of the family
and this writer on behalf of all the
Churchill Societies. The pouring
rain seemed somehow appropriate,
but detracted nothing from a mov-
ing occasion.

Afterwards the Duke of
Marlborough kindly allowed us use
of the Stable Yard Restaurant at
Blenheim, and a special luncheon
was enjoyed by all, the highlight
being a speech by Winston
Churchill who quoted passages of
his Aunt Sarah's description of her
father's funeral from her book, A
Thread in the Tapestry. This memo-
rable occasion will live long in the
memory of all who were present.
-DAVID BOLER

ORDER OF SERVICE & ICS TIES
Available from ICS/UK, PO Box 244,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 OYF, UK

To help defray recent expenses we
are selling some of the Orders of Service
from Bladon on January 29th, signed by
the Duke of Marlborough, Lady Soames
and Winston Churchill MP, a fine addi-
tion to Churchilliana collections. Price is
£5.50 postpaid, or £2.50 for the regular
edition without signatures, (allow £1
extra overseas)

Committee member Dennis Jackson
has now produced our special ICS tie to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of VE
Day. Fashioned in high grade navy blue
polyester, it has a single motif of the ICS
"V" logo bracketed with stripes: blue for
the Battle of Britain and WSC's rank as
Hon. Air Commodore of 615 (County of
Surrey) Fighter Squadron, white for the
Cliffs of Dover and Lord Warden of the
Cinque Ports (1941), and green for
Churchill's most famous home,
Chartwell, near Westerham, Kent in the
"Garden of England." The tie costs £6.50
inclusive of post in UK (allow £2 extra
for overseas).

ALASKA CHAPTER
ANCHORAGE, NOVEMBER 30TH —
The Alaska Chapter of ICS celebrat-
ed the one hundred twentieth birth-
day of Sir Winston tonight at the

Above: Lady Soames arriving at
Denali National Park on Alaska RR
with conductor Gary Valinske, 16
Sept. (photo J.Muller). Right: Jim
Muller and Mark Wohlgemuth of the
Canaries; Sharon Jones, who sang the Alaska Flag Song; Lady Soames; Craig Carlson of the
Canaries; Peter Strandjord, pianist; Michael Padden of the Canaries, 20 Sept. (photo Paul Ubl).

Hotel Captain Cook with Patron of
the Societies Lady Soames as hon-
ored guest. Her visit was cospon-
sored by Commonwealth North,
Anchorage's premier public policy
forum, with the aid of BP Explor-
ation (Alaska). Lady Soames's two
addresses on 20 September, to a
breakfast meeting of Common-
wealth North and a black-tie dinner
of the Alaska Chapter, dealt respec-
tively with her father's character
and interests and his life as a
painter. As is now traditional, the
dinner speaker was serenaded with
Harrow Songs by the "Canaries"
while Sharon Jones sang the Alaska
Flag Song, accompanied by Peter
Strandjord at the piano. Toasts were
proposed by Judith Hoersting,
Donald F. Behrend and David
Thorsness. The dinner program
included a reproduction of Sir
Winston's only WW2 painting
(Koutoubia Mosque, Marrakesh).
Thanks to the speaker were offered
by Professor William Jacobs.
Because of her visit, the size of the
Farthest North and Farthest West
Chapter has doubled.

Mayor Rick Mystrom welcomed
Lady Soames to Anchorage. She
toured the Alaska Center for the
Performing Arts, where prepara-
tions were in progress for a produc-
tion of "Phantom of the Opera," and
lunched with the Honorary British
Consul for Alaska, Professor Diddy
Hitchins. In her capacity as Director
of the Royal National Theatre in
London, she met with state and
local arts leaders and was inter-
viewed by the Anchorage Daily News.

Her schedule afforded her time to
appreciate Alaska's scenic splendor
by airplane, boat, railway, bus, van,
car as well as on foot. She visited
Anchorage's Alyeska Resort for a
breathtaking view of the Turnagain
Arm of Cook Inlet, took a boat to
Portage Glacier to see "calving ice-
bergs," and rode the Alaska RR
north to Denali National Park. Here
she had a clear view of Mt.
Mckinley, North America's highest,
whose north and south peaks were
named for her father in 1965. On a
separate trip she crossed the Arctic
Circle to visit the facilities of BP
Exploration on the North Slope, and
saw the beginning of the trans-
Alaska oil pipeline at Prudhoe Bay.

In the course of her visit, copies
of Lady Soames's book, Churchill:
His Life as a Painter, sold like hot-
cakes. Despite the best efforts of
local bookshops to meet demand,
the book was sold out citywide at
the end of her visit. -JWM

ICS has nearly 30 Alaska friends, a
tribute to the frequent events, with ele-
gant invitations, menus and programs,
by Judith and Jim Muller. To receive
the next invitation contact ICS Alaska,
1518 Airport Heights Dr., Anchorage
AK 99508, tel. (907) 272-7846.

CHICAGO CHAPTER
Plans for a more active Chicago

Chapter continue to develop, and
there will be at least two meetings
during 1995. Anyone interested in
helping, or contributing with an
exhibit or talk, should contact Jos.
Just, 251 Frontage Road #25, Burr
Ridge IL 60521, tel. (708) 654-3500.
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Overleaf: Sir 'Winston Churchill on Champagne & Spirits
Celia Sandys asked us recently to put together every Churchill quote we could find on Champagne for a

talk she gave in London on September 11th last, and the following page emerged from the ether. We have since
added everything we could find about scotch whiskey, and anything else alcoholic, including alcohol itself, and
bunged the lot into our quotes database.

Churchill used his affinity for alcohol as a prop to his persona, but contrary to certain revisionist biog-
raphers, he was never drunk. "I had been brought up and trained to have the utmost contempt for people who
get drunk, except on very exceptional occasions and a few anniversaries," he wrote in My Early Life. So suc-
cessful zvas WSC in the use of this prop that he acquired- the very reputation he and his father would have dis-
approved of. Some writers continue to say he was an alcoholic. Well, prove it to us.

With Celia Sandys''s permission we now produce these quotes for your delectation in Finest Hour. We
welcome additions (with attribution, please) so as to round out the collection. -The editor

Local News, concluded

DETROIT CHAPTER
The ICS chapter for Detroit and

Windsor, Ontario is being reactivat-
ed by Gary Bonine, who has
lunched with Fred Farrow, Presi-
dent of Century Instruments in
Livonia. Fred met Churchill when
driving lorries during the General
Strike in 1926, and will be speaking
about his experience and writing an
article. The program will depend on
the wishes of chapter members at an
organizational meeting to be
announced later. All current Friends
of ICS in the area will receive a
mailing automatically.

ICS Detroit, 9000 E. Jefferson, #28-6,
Detroit MI 48214, tel. (313) 823-2951.

EMERY REVES CHAPTER
DALLAS, NOVEMBER 30TH — The
North Texas ICS chapter met to cele-
brate the birth of Sir Winston. Dr.
James Hopkins, Southern Methodist
University history professor and
author, spoke about the relationship
between Sir Winston and Emery
Reves, the chapter's namesake, pro-
viding an interesting account of Mr.
Reves's life. He also reviewed
recently published Churchill biogra-
phies and informed us of others in
preparation. The evening was re-
plete with good food & Champagne.

Following three years' honorable
service, Ann and Richard Hazlett
passed the directorship to Nathan

Hughes, whose wife Dr. Selma Hughes
has lectured cogently at earlier chapter
meetings. Nathan welcomes the help
and suggestion of anyone in the Dallas-
Ft. Worth area: contact him at 1117
Shady glen dr., Richardson TX 75081.

NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER
SUDBURY, MASS, APRIL 8TH — FH
editor Richard Langworth lectured
about his forthcoming book, A Guide
to the Books of Sir Winston Churchill,
and discussed Churchill book col-
lecting at a luncheon meeting and
conference planner at the Wayside
Inn. Friends from as far off as New
Jersey attended: report next issue.
The ICS Executive Committee also
met the day before at the Copley
Plaza, site of the 1995 Conference,
and chairwoman Barbara
Langworth conducted planning ses-
sions both there and in Sudbury.

Friends of ICS in New England
interested in receiving news of and invi-
tations to local ICS events please con-
tact Dr. Cyril Mazansky, 50 Dolphin
Rd., Newton Center MA 02159, tel.
(617) 296-4000 ext 5000.

WASHINGTON CHAPTER
The recent address by Dr. Chris

Harmon has been submitted to ICS
United States for possible publica-
tion, and at a meeting of the
Executive in Washington February
9th, Mike Altenburger, Dorothy
Hartland and Aida Schoenfeld
announced the winners in the
Churchill Essay Contest: Tom

Baldwin of St. Albans High School
placed first, followed by Eric
Nicholson, also of St. Albans, and
Geoffrey German of Thomas
Jefferson High School. Cash prizes
have been sent, and Tom Baldwin
will deliver his paper at a Chapter
meeting on April 20th. Finest Hour
editor Richard Langworth has been
invited to chair this meeting, to
speak about his forthcoming book
concerning Sir Winston's books, and
to respond to Mr. Baldwin's essay.
This event will be at the Tower
Club. Copies of My Early Life will be
presented to our three prize win-
ners, and the charge will be $30 per
place for anyone wishing to attend.
Details are in the mail to area
Friends; anyone else interested in
coming may contact Ron Helgemo.

The summer meeting will be a
picnic on July 20th, and Dorothy
Hartland, Dan Borinsky and John
Holtzman will discuss the possibili-
ties. John Mather discussed current
national activities and indicated he
was going to be involved in Chapter
support activities. The Executive
also discussed the potential
sequence of ICS events over the next
two years, including the 1996
Fiftieth Anniversary of the Fulton
speech and the tour this same year
of "Churchill's England."

Friends wishing to attend or assist
with future events or help in other ways
should contact Ron Helgemo, 2037
Wethersfield Ct, Reston VA 22091, tel.
(703) 351-2967. M>
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WIT AND WISDOM

WSC on Champagne
WSC: "I could not live without

Champagne. In victory I deserve it. In
defeat I need it." (Quote supplied by
RML; attribution requested.)

•
[An 1895 conversation with

Lord Sandhurst, Governor of
Bombay; Winston was a subaltern
aged 21.] WSC: "We ... enjoyed a
banquet of glitter, pomp and iced
Champagne ... His Excellency, after
the health of the Queen Empress
had been drunk and dinner was
over, was good enough to ask my
opinion upon several matters, and
considering the magnificent charac-
ter of his hospitality, I thought it
would be unbecoming in me not to
reply fully ... There were indeed
moments when he seemed willing
to impart his views; but I thought it
would be ungracious to put him to
so much trouble, and he very readi-
ly subsided." (My Early Life)

•

India, 1897: "A single glass of
Champagne imparts a feeling of
exhilaration. The nerves are braced:
the imagination is agreeably stirred;
the wits become more nimble. A
bottle produces a contrary effect.
Excess causes a comatose insensibil-
ity. So it is with war: and the quality
of both is best discovered by sip-
ping." (Malakand Field Force)

WSC before the
Battle of Omdurman,
1898: "As I strolled along
the river bank we were
hailed from the gunboats
which lay 20 or 30 feet
Irom the shore. One vessel
was commanded by a
junior naval Lieutenant
named Beatty [later Adm.
of the Fleet and hero of
lutland] ... 'How are you
off for drinks? ... Can you
catch?' Almost immediate-
ly a large bottle of Cham-
pagne was thrown from
the gunboat to the shore. It
fell in the waters of the

Nile, but happily where a gracious
Providence decreed them to be shal-
low and the bottom soft. I nipped
into the water up to my knees, and
reaching down seized the precious
gift which we bore in triumph back
to our mess." (My Early Life)

•

WSC after losing his first elec-
tion, 1900: "I returned to London
with those feelings of deflation
which a bottle of Champagne or
even soda water represents when it
is half emptied and left uncorked for
a night." (My Early Life)

•
In 1929, told by his New York

lecture agent, Louis Albers, that
Scotland Yard had learned that his
life was threatened: "Please fetch me
a bottle of Champagne." Albers: "I
had better go first and make plans
against these plots." WSC: "First
things first. Get the Champagne."

•

Kay Halle: [At a 1931 lunch]
"Mr. Churchill sat at the head of his
table in Renaissance splendor in an
open-throated silk shirt, a velvet
smoking jacket and slippers with
WSC threaded in gold on the toes.
In front of him stood a bottle of Pol
Roger. Later in World War II
Madame Pol-Roger is said to have
allocated the remaining output of
that particular year for his use in
gratitude for the liberation of

France. After the war, he was to
name one of his race horses Pol
Roger. "His favorite vintage was '47.

•
WSC: "Have another glass, my

dear boy, I shan't write it down in
my diary." (To the 2nd Lord Birken-
head, in his Life ofF. E. Smith)

•
WSC: "Prof! How many pints of

Champagne in cubic feet have I con-
sumed in 24 years at the rate of a
pint a day, and how many railway
carriages would it fill?" Lindemann
(consulting his slide rule): "Only a
part of one, Winston." WSC: "So
much to achieve, so little time
remains." (A repeated exchange on
the capacity of hotels, ships, etc., in
which the Prof always went along.)

•

Montgomery: "I neither drink
nor smoke and am 100% fit." WSC:
"I drink and smoke and I am 200%
fit." (Memoirs ofF.M. Montgomery)

•
WSC: "I have a profound dis-

taste for skim milk and no deep
rooted prejudice about wine. So I
have resolved the conflict in favour
of the latter ... I've often been the
better for it — seldom the worse."
(Kay Halle's Irrepressible Churchill)

•

WSC, 1940s: "I could have
respected the ancient tradition of a
dry Navy, but this tantalising busi-
ness of the empty wine glass — and
then this matter of too little and too
late — I hope you don't follow such
barbarous practices in your house,
Franks!" (To the British Ambassador
during a visit to the White House)

WSC on Scotch
Churchill's alleged favorite

scotch was a blend, Johnny Walker
Red, which (in my opinion) makes
him a much less discerning con-
sumer of scotch than he was of
Champagne. His recipe for a high-
ball was: (1) enough whiskey to
cover the bottom of a tumbler; (2)
enough soda (or water) to fill it up.
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The pale amber liquid he drank
starting around 10AM was so dilut-
ed that it had no effect, especially
since he more or less sipped it. The
habit began with his 1899 visit to
South Africa: "The water was not fit
to drink. To make it palatable, we
had to add whiskey. By diligent
effort, I learned to like it." (Remark
in Silver Spring, Md. USA, Feb.1947)

•
WSC, 1899: "Wishing to fit

myself for active service conditions I
overcame the ordinary weakness of
the flesh. By the end of five days I
had completely overcome my
repugnance to the taste of whiskey.
Nor was this a momentary acquire-
ment. On the contrary the ground I
gained in those days I have firmly
entrenched, and held throughout
my life. Once one got the knack of it,
the very repulsion from the flavour
developed an attraction of its own,
and to this day, although I have
always practised true temperance, I
have never shrunk when occasion
warranted it from the main basic
standing refreshment of the white
officer in the East." (My Early Life)

m

WSC, 1925 [pausing in a speech
and lifting a glass beside him]: "It is
imperative that I should fortify the
revenue, and this I shall now, with
the permission of the Commons,
proceed to do." (Budget Speech)

•
WSC, c.1930 to Bob Boothby: "I

find alcohol a great support in life.
Sir Alexander Walker, who keeps
me supplied with your national
brew, told me that a friend of his,
who died the other day, drank a
bottle of whiskey a day for the last
ten years of his life. He was 85!"

•
To the Iraqi ambassador who

refused a nightcap: "What? You
don't drink? Good God ... I mean
Jesus Christ... I mean Allah!"

•
Churchill delighted in the sulfa

drug, M & B, that knocked out his
pneumonia in 1943, and referred to
his doctors, Lord Moran and Dr.
Bedford, as "M & B." He discovered

that the most agreeable way of
inducing these drugs was through
whiskey or brandy, which drew
protests from his nurse. WSC: "Dear
nurse, pray remember that man can-
not live by M & B alone."

•
1945: "On no account reduce

the barley for whiskey. This takes
years to mature and is an invaluable
export & dollar producer ... It would
be improvident not to preserve this
characteristic British element of
ascendancy." (Triumph and Tragedy)

0

WSC, 31 March 1949: "This glo-
rious gift, my tea!" (A toast after his
M.I.T. speech, Ritz Hotel, Boston)

On alcohol in general
WSC: "When I was younger I

made it a rule never to take strong
drink before lunch. It is now my
rule never to do so before break-
fast." (The Wit of Sir Winston)

•
WSC: All I can say is that I have

taken more out of alcohol than alco-
hol has taken out of me!" (Often
repeated, well authenticated.)

•
[Describing the 1908-22 Dun-

dee electoral opponent who eventu-
ally beat him, the socialist Edwin
Scrimgeour.] WSC: " ... a quaint and
then dim figure in the shape of Mr.
Scrimgeour, who pleaded for the
kingdom of God upon earth with
special references to the evils of
alcohol ... He was a Prohibitionist,
possessed of all the virtues I
despise, and none of the sins I
admire." (Violet Bonham-Carter,
Winston Churchill as 1 Knew Him)

*

WSC, 1916: "Battalion Head-
quarters when in the line was strict-
ly 'dry.' Nothing but strong tea with
condensed milk, a very unpleasant
beverage ... The companies' messes
in the trenches were ... allowed
more latitude. As I have always
believed in the moderate and regu-
lar use of alcohol, especially under
conditions of winter war, I gladly
moved my handful of belongings

from Ebenezer Farm to a Company
in the line." (Thoughts and
Adventures)

•
1916: "Whatever else they may

say of me as a soldier, at least no-
body can say that I have ever failed
to display a meet and proper appre-
ciation of the virtues of alcohol."
(Farewell to Royal Scots Fusiliers)

•
WSC, 1920s [after lunch at the

"dry" American Embassy]: "Your
Ambassador [Charles Dawes] is a
typical American. He comes from
the heart of your country. I admire
him and dine with him every week.
But on leaving your Embassy, I
always repair immediately to my
Club, where I order each of the
wines and brandy of which I was
deprived at his table."
-Kay Halle, Irrepressible Churchill

•
WSC, 1929 [referring to beer

taxes and death duties]: "Again, the
failure of beer was repaired by the
harvest of death." (Budget Speech)

•
Note by RML: Churchill gave

the name "Bottlescape" (1930s) to
one of his famous still life paintings.
According to Peregrine Churchill,
he received a huge bottle of brandy
one Christmas and sent the children
around Chartwell to find "associate
and fraternal bottles" to form "a
bodyguard to this majestic contain-
er," which dominates the painting.

•
WSC, 1933: "It is possible that

the dry, bracing electrical atmo-
sphere of North America makes the
use of alcohol necessary and more
potent than does the humid climate
of Britain ... I must confess that on
one occasion I was taken to a
speakeasy. I went of course in my
capacity as a Social Investigator."
(Colliers, 5Aug33, Woods C218.)

•
WSC, 1939 [on the first WW2

air raid drill]: "We gave the
Government a good mark for this
evident sign of preparation
and...made our way to the shelter
assigned to us, armed with a bottle
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of brandy and other appropriate
medical comforts." (Gathering Storm)

m

WSC, 1942: "Silly tales have been
told of how these Soviet dinners
became drinking-bouts. There is no
truth whatever in this. The Marshal
and his colleagues invariably drank
their toasts from tiny glasses, taking
only a sip on each occasion. I had
been well brought up." (The Second
World War)

•
[To Desmond Morton enroute to

rioting Beirut as WSC's representa-
tive to the French, Lebanese, and
British General Maitland 'Jumbo'
Wilson in 1943.] WSC: Take my air-
craft and a case of scotch for 'Jumbo,'
a case of arak for Riad el-Sohl and six
cases of Champagne for the
Frenchman." [A reconciliation was
promptly effected.]

To Morton at Chequers: "Come
here, Desmond, drink this and tell
me what you think of it." Morton
protested; it was before lunch.
"Never mind, try this." Morton
admitted it was a drinkable but not
remarkable (Johnny Walker?) scotch.
(Kay Halle, Irrepressible Churchill)

•

1940s: "I neither want it nor need
it but I should think it pretty haz-
ardous to interfere with the ineradi-
cable habit of a lifetime." (When
Lord Moran asked if he wanted or
needed a post-lunch liqueur)

•
WSC, 1940s [offered sherry in the

Smoking Room of the House of
Commons]: "No, I am going to lunch
at Buckingham Palace and it would
not look well if I were to slither
under the Royal table." (A.P.
Herbert, Independent Member)

•
[Near the Commons, WSC was

approached by the formidable
Labour MP Bessie Braddock.] BB:
"Winston, you are drunk, and what's
more, you are very drunk!" WSC:
"Bessie, my dear, you are ugly, and
what's more, you are very ugly. But
tomorrow I shall be sober and you
shall still be very ugly." $

New Books:
Epping and Woodford: Seats for Life
RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

CiiUKCMJI *..
r for Woodford CHURCHILL expected Dundee would sup-

port him all his political career when he
won it in 1908, but he was out in the Liberal
decline of 1922 and defeated elsewhere twice
before securing Epping (Woodford after 1945),
which sustained him until the end. This is the
second book about Churchill's career as a con-
stituency MP (Tony Patterson's A Seat For Life,
1980, handled Dundee), and it's a good one,

thanks in particular to the memoirs of the late Donald Forbes,
hon. secretary of Sir Winston's constituency association in 1945-
65. Author Thomas provides results for every election, summa-
rizes the campaigns, traces the history of Churchill's work as the
local MP, and even relates such details as Churchill's post-pre-
miership attitude toward the 1956 Suez debacle ("We should
either have never started or never stopped"). And he capably con-
veys the terrible wrench of the old man's decision not to stand
again in 1964. The book is peppered with good illustrations of
people, campaigns, newspaper headlines and cartoons.

The only real threat to Churchill's seat came in 1938, after
he had challenged orthodox Tory approval of Munich. I wish the
author had included Churchill's lovely 13 September 1939 reply
to his chief association critic, Colin Thornton-Kemsley, related in
the War Papers and in Kemsley's own memoirs, Through Winds and
Tides. The latter wrote to say he'd been wrong, and Churchill in
his infinite generosity replied: "I certainly think that Englishmen
should start fair with one another from the outset in so grievous a
struggle, and so far as I am concerned the past is dead."

Thomas also drives home the crucial point that, had his
association thrown him out in 1938, Churchill would have been
unable to join the Government in 1939 and become Prime
Minister. One could say I suppose that WSC would have quickly
found another safe seat; but he was vastly unpopular for telling
the truth about Munich, and it had taken him two years and three
by-elections to regain Parliament after losing Dundee in 1922.

I wished for more detail about certain aspects, particularly
the original decision to stand, and the mounting concern that Sir
Winston wasn't up to the job after 1958. Also, certain items men-
tioned in the text are not published and a couple of illustrations
don't fall in the right places. Otherwise this is a fine and work-
manlike piece of research on a hitherto ignored subject.

Churchill, Member for Woodford, by David A. Thomas, London: Cass,
224pp, illus. Reg. £19.50/$35 hard, £12.50/$16 soft. ICS Book Service
price: hardbound $28, softbound $14 + $4 shipping. Order from Editor.
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1 lth International Conference 1QQ4:
More Photos from the Great Event

PHOTOS COURTESY JOHN G. PLUMPTON AND ICS CANADA
We regret that a cacophony of subjects demanding coverage last issue prevented our running more photos from our fine Canadian convention

(FH 85, pp24-7 & covers). These will help right the balance.

The equestrian performance by Lord
Strathcona's Horse (Royal Canadians) was a
Friday afternoon highlight, Calgary, 23 Sept.

Wrapping up for the management (Bernie
Webber, left), Celia expressed the pleasure
we all felt at our fine Canadian welcome.

Patrick Powers gave the final presentation,
"The Four C's: Churchill, Canada, Civilization
and Commonwealth" 25 September.

James Milner, Univ. of Toronto student speak-
er, and ICS Canada President Randy Barber,
with Celia Sandys at the book signing session.

Lady Soames, JGP, troop commander

L: Elizabeth Snell, resident genealogist,
with self-confessed Churchill family

matriarch, Banff Springs, 26 Sept.

Dr. Barry Gough, Wilfred Laurier
University, on "A War of Combinations:
First Lord of the Admiralty and First Sea

Lord," whilst the editor ("Guide to
Churchill's Books") fumbles.

They made it memorable: Conf. chair John
Plumpton, his tireless wife Ruth and guests of

honour Celia Sandys & Lady Soames.

James Muller, University of Alaska
Anchorage, punctuated his academic discus-

sion with two verses from Harrow Songs.

. * \

An erudite crowd: front row, Bev and Glynne
Jenkins; behind them Marvin Nicely, John

Mather and Prof. Kirk Emmert, Kenyon Coll.

ICS USA chairman Paul Robinson (1) and a
hall of happy diners after a bright and ultra-
warm day at beautiful Chateau Lake Louise.
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Toasts on Sir Winston's 120th Birthday

"The Author of Our Being"
BY WINSTON S. CHURCHILL, MP

AT A FAMILY DINNER AT THE PINAFORE ROOM
SAVOY HOTEL, LONDON 30 NOVEMBER 1994

ONE HUNDRED twenty years ago today at
1:30 in the morning, a being was born who
was to change the course of history. It is given

to few on earth to be the saviour of their nation and
the amazing thing about young Winston Churchill
was that from a very early age he knew that this
would be his destiny. In 1891, when he was only 16,
he had the following conversation with a schoolfellow
at Harrow, for which we are indebted to the dedi-
cated researches of Martin Gilbert in his latest book,
In Search of Churchill.

Sir Murland Evans recalls: "It was a summer's
evening in one of those dreadful basement rooms in
the Headmaster's House, a Sunday evening to be
exact, after Chapel Evensong. [Churchill and I]
frankly discussed our futures. After placing me in the
Diplomatic Service, perhaps because of my French
descent from Admiral de Grasse who was defeated
by Lord Rodney in the battle of the Saints in 1782; or
alternatively in finance, following my father's career,
we came to his own future.

" 'Will you go into the army?' I asked. 'I don't
know, it is probable, but I shall have great adven-
tures beginning soon after I leave here.' 'Are you
going into politics, following your famous father?' 'I
don't know, but it is more than likely because, you
see, I am not afraid to speak in public' You do not
seem at all clear about your intentions or desires.'
'That may be, but I have a wonderful idea of where I
shall be eventually. I have dreams about it.' 'Where
is that?' I enquired.

" 'Well, I can see vast changes coming over a now
peaceful world; great upheavals, terrible struggles;
wars such as one cannot imagine; and I tell you Lon-
don will be in danger — London will be attacked and
I shall be very prominent in the defence of London.'

" 'How can you talk like that?' I said; 'we are for-
ever safe from invasion, since the days of Napoleon.'
'I see further ahead than you do,' Churchill replied. 'I
see into the future. This country will be subjected
somehow to a tremendous invasion, by what means I
do not know, but [warming up to his subject] I tell
you I shall be in command of the defences of London
and I shall save London and England from disaster.'

Mr. Churchill is M.P. for Davyhulme, Manchester, and
an Honorary Member of the Churchill Societies.
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" 'Will you be a general then, in command of the
troops?' 'I don't know; dreams of the future are
blurred but the main objective is clear. I repeat —
London will be in danger and in the high position I
shall occupy, it will fall to me to save the Capital and
save the Empire.'"

The man whose birth we honour tonight not only
saved Britain, but all of Europe. Who can doubt that,
but for him, Britain would have made a negotiated
settlement with Hitler in the summer of 1940? Hitler
would have been free to turn his entire strength
East. Russia would have fallen. Then Britain would
have been occupied with the full panoply of the Nazi
apparatus, including the Gestapo, concentration
camps and extermination centres. Those nations that
were occupied by the Nazis and, above all, the sur-
vivors of the concentration camps of Central Europe,
have no doubt that they owe their freedom to one
man.

Two and a half years ago I was invited to address
a 50th Anniversary Commemoration of the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising, where I met a handful of those who
survived. One woman in particular told me that,
though she had only been twelve years old at the
time and could not speak English, her family hung


