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AMID THESE STORMS

READERS of Martin Gilbert's article on pages 12-13, describing the Churchill
archives acquired by Great Britain, may be surprised at the nature of their
strengths. For example, I was struck by the fact that it is not so much a col-

lection of Churchill holographs (his own letters are mostly carbon copies) as of
original letters written to him by every major political figure over six decades of his
public life (which, by the way, makes them their copyright.)

Remarkably, in view of the importance of the archives, a controversy
erupted over their acquisition by the nation. Politicians, newspapers, columnists
and some historians took umbrage that a third or fourth of their value will inure to
private parties, and some suggested that the material should have been donated.
On all of which, a few observations:

1) In later years, Churchill, in his generous nature, began to consider how
he could provide for his family. Almost the only things of significant value that he
owned were his papers and manuscripts. A typical Victorian, he willed them to his
male heirs, a conventional practice at that time. However, all his dependents were
provided for in various ways, and all were appreciative of what he did for them.

2) Recent appraisals of the papers (by Sotheby's and Bernard Quaritch)
were £40 and £32.5 million respectively. The government took the lower estimate,
subtracted £10 million for any papers which might be official not private (an area
in which the law is vague) and £10 million to allow for tax, leaving £12.5 million. J.
Paul Getty II generously put up £1 million and the State £11.5 million — a fraction
of their value on the open market.

3) The money paid was not derived from taxpayers but from a voluntary
national lottery, the profits from which are divided among sports, arts, charities
and Heritage materials. Almost inevitably, Heritage items are in private hands, so
Heritage funds will often inure to private parties.

4) Comparisons to the disposition of the post-1945 papers left in 1965 by
Sir Winston to Lady Churchill (who gave them to Churchill College) are irrelevant,
since at the time she bequeathed them she was at the end of her life and knew the
children had been provided for. Had she been younger she could have sold those
papers, and would have had every right to do so.

5) While the copyright was retained (to documents originated by Sir Win-
ston), this should be kept in perspective. Friends of ICS know, for example, that no
publisher considered the ten final document volumes commercially viable; that
their publication, even with no copyright fee charged, was impossible until Wendy
Reves generously underwrote the editorial charges. There are numerous other in-
stances where copyright material has been used free of charge — by Finest Hour; by
print, audio and visual media; even by hostile biographers, some of whom appar-
ently did not bother to ask permission.

William Manchester ("Despatch Box") correctly states that a writer's work
is as much his property as an artist's paintings or a computer programmer's pro-
gram — so why the uproar? The reason why has nothing to do with the rights of
ownership, and everything to do with the making of political hay and the sowing
of envy and scorn — things which a great many people today are unable to resist,
especially when the name of Churchill is involved.

William Rusher at our 1994 Conference quoted a 19th Century English
poet, Coventry Patmore (1823-96) who, I astonishingly found, was born in none
other than Sir Winston's constituency of Woodford, Essex:

For want of me the world's course will not fail
When all its work is done, the lie shall rot.
The truth is great, and shall prevail
When none cares whether it prevail or not.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

QUOTE OF THE SEASON
"No doubt tte situation is difficult...but it is not clarified by posing the hack-

neyed dilemma 'are we are war or not.' On the contrary, what is wanted is sensible
behaviour having regard to the conditions actually prevailing. It should be made
clear however, to all ranks, that officers and men who allow themselves to be
deprived of their weapons or kidnapped are liable to severe disciplinary
action...Senior officers who are worth kidnapping should be held responsible for
takinv the necessary steps to safeguard their persons..."
taking the necessary^ ^y^ ^^ ymJSON & GEN. HARINGTON, 1 JULY 1920

ICS thanks Wendy Reves

as War Papers Volume #2 arrives

Wendy Reves, Lady Churchill and Sir Winston eat Chateau de « Madrid, WSC s
first outing after a sudden illness at La Pausa in March, 1958. The photographer,
from Paris Match, used a mini-camera hidden under his tie!," Mrs. Reves tells us.
L O N D O N , J U N E ^ AJjujj* we'llsh*, a s = a s w e ca .

M l̂Ttonfgh o " T o * » * ™™ W* T™
r S w a r Papers, Never the entire editoria costs of these vol-
S r S T i ^ l W ^ 1940, umes (essential i they were to be
ed ted by Sir Martin Gilbert, dedi- published at all) was-recovering
cated to tne memory of Emery from an operation in the South of
Reves, Sir Winston Churchill's long-
time literary collaborator, who syn-
dicated Churchill's articles in Eu-
rope before World War II, and was
responsible for the publication of
Churchill's The Second World War
and History of the English-Speaking

#63, #75 and #80.)
In the eight months covered by

this book, Churchill surmounted
more crises than most leaders face
in a career: a disintegrating ground
war, evacuation at Dunkirk, Ger-
man occupation of Norway and
Denmark, a threat of immediate in-
vasion, a desperate struggle to mod-
ernize Britain's air and ground
forces against the unremitting on-
slaught of the Luftwaffe. Gilbert
brings these months before us in the
diaries, memoranda, letters, tele-
grams, cabinet minutes and
speeches of Churchill and his closest
colleagues, placing us at his side in
some of the most tumultuous events
of world history.

This volume will go down as
the key book in the War Papers se-
ries, for it documents the pinnacle of
his finest hours. Every Churchill
scholar, student, critic and cham-
pion is in debt to Wendy Reves for
her foresight and generosity in rec-
ognizing the importance of these
books. They will complete the Com-
panion Volumes of the Official Biog-
raphy, which Emery Reves urged
Churchill to include when WSC au-
thorized his son to begin the work.

We urge Friends of ICS to
express themselves per-
sonally to Mrs. Reves, as I

am sure she would like to hear from
anyone who appreciates the Official
Biography, and her singular gen-
erosity in bringing "the great work"
to a conclusion: The address is Villa
La Pausa, Avenue de la Torracca, 06190
Roquebrune, Cap Martin, France.

and History o f the g p
Peoples outside Britain. Handmade
advance copies were available to be
signed. At this date (July 20th) we
are still awaiting both the American
and British editions. Be assured

sent. Sir Martin spoke warmly of her
role and sent her a personally in-
scribed copy. The books also contain
a dedication page to her late hus-
band Emery, in a score of languages
over the years. For many years after
1955 the Reves were Churchill's
hosts at their villa, La Pausa, where
WSC painted and relaxed on nu-
merous holidays. (For articles on
Wendy, Emery and La Pausa see FH

To order copies...The New Book Service,
c/o the editor offers the American edi-
tion at $60 (regular price $75) and the
English edition at $135 (unfortunately,
the London publisher has raised the reg-
ular price from £75 to £95). Add $4 for
first book, $1 each additional. (UK read-
ers contact Mark Weber.) Copies of Vol
1 (September 1939-May 1940) are also
available.

continued overleaf..»>
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William Manchester joins Wm. Buckley, Arthur

Schlesinger, Lady Soames & Celia Sandys at 12th

International Conference, Boston, Octoher 26-2Qth

DR. MANCHESTER LADY SOAMES HON. CELIA SANDYS MR. BUCKLEY
DR. SCHLESINGER

William Manchester, author of
the highly praised Churchill

biography The Last Lion, will join
Lady Soames, Celia Sandys, Wm. F.
Buckley, Jr. and Arthur M.
Schlesinger, Jr. as a guest of honor at
the 1995 International Conference in
Boston, October 26th through 29th.
He will be present on Saturday and
will introduce Dr. Schlesinger Satur-
day night. (Speeches will precede
dinner this evening, allowing the
night to end with Harrow Songs by
the Harvard Glee Club.)

We warned Dr. Manchester to

Sandys discusses her new book, The
Young Churchill and hosts a book sign-
ing. Panel discussion: "Churchill, Roo-
sevelt and the End of World War II."
Black tie dinner with guest speaker
William F. Buckley, Jr. and the nation-
al anthems of all five ICS nations,
sung by Solveig Barber, ICS, Canada.

• SATURDAY 28 October: Trolley
tour of "Churchill's Boston"; Kennedy
Library private exhibit of the JFK
Papers on WSC's Honorary Citizen-
ship; "Aspects of Churchill" with Fred

Volume
III, Defender of the Realm 1940-1965,
be published?). He says that when
asked this question he may burst
into tears, because he has spent
most of his time for the last two
years on a Churchill TV documen-
tary, with which he is not satisfied,
and this has set Volume III back. He
cannot presently offer a date.

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
• Daily: The acclaimed Kenneth Ren-
dell Exhibit: Churchill in Allied and
enemy propaganda, 1939-1945.

• THURSDAY 26 October Regis-
tration and student presentations.
Evening: Spirit of Boston lobster clam-
bake dinner cruise with dance music.

• FRIDAY 27 October: Book Day.
An academic panel considers
Churchill's Triumph and Tragedy; Celia

sars"), Patrick Powers
Churchill") and Coach Johnny Parker
of the New England Patriots
("Churchill as Inspiration"). Evening:
Black Tie banquet with guest speaker
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. introduced
by William Manchester. After dinner,
the Grand Finale: "Harrow Songs"
with the Harvard Glee Club—includ-
ing all Harrow Songs with special
Churchill verses, plus "Jerusalem" and
"The Battle Hymn of the Republic."

• SUNDAY 29 October: Chair-
man's Farewell Breakfast.

HOTEL SPACE GOING, GOING...
The Copley Plaza, which is not

large, is filling up: sixty rooms
booked to date. Avoid disappoint-
ment: book your rooms today. To
make reservations call the Hotel di-
rectly at (617) 267-5300 extension
1600 and mention the International

Churchill Society. The special ICS
price, while rooms last, is only $159
per room. $100 below normal price.

REGISTER NOW OR
xiaiSiiktev RISK A SELL-OUT!

Dinner seats Satur-
day are limited to 300
and over 125 registered
by mid-July. If you
wish to be there and
have not registered,
telephone Barbara
Langworth today at
(603) 746-4433 or fax
(603) 746-4260.

Registration costs $75 per per-
son, admits you to all hotel meet-
ings, speeches and exhibits. It's the
only mandatory charge. The rest are
optional: Thursday harbor cruise
and lobster/clambake $65, Chur-
chill's Boston trolley tour $20, Fri-
day and Saturday dinners $75 each,
Chairman's breakfast $18. Checks
should be made out to ICS New
England in US dollars and mailed to
Mr & Mrs John Cox, 45 Brown
Ridge Rd., Weare NH 03281 USA. If
you have any questions on any as-
pect or if you lack a registration
packet, contact Barbara Langworth
at the above numbers.

HIS FAME IN LIGHTS
BLACKPOOL, LANCASHIRE "is a
popular seaside resort in the north
of England. In the 16th Century it
was a hamlet called Pool Houses
when a Birmingham visitor, William
Hutton, wrote a booklet praising its
long, sandy beach. With the advent
of the railway the town grew, and
today attracts millions of people in
the summer season. Blackpool has
been famous for many years for its
illuminations, and during its cente-
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nary of incorporation in 1976 these
were exceptional. One tableau,
which appeared on TV, showed
Churchill, complete with a smoking
cigar, giving his "V" sign. I immedi-
ately wrote the Publicity Depart-
ment at Blackpool Town Hall for a
photograph, which I enclose nearly
twenty years on. -TOM THOMAS

A "K" FOR MARTIN GILBERT
LONDON, JUNE 17TH — Sir Martin
Gilbert, CBE, is the new title for
Churchill's official biographer and
ICS honorary member who has
lately been described in Downing
Street as "court chronicler" to the
present Prime Minister. Sir Martin
has become one of John Major's
closest consultants, has written sev-
eral of the PM's speeches, and has
accompanied Major on trips to
Washington and the Middle East.
His prolific histories, geographies
and biographies more than qualify
him for this honour. All his friends
send warm congratulations.

THANKS LAURENCE GELLER
BIDBOROUGH, KENT, JUNE 20TH —
ICS in the United Kingdom is
deeply grateful to Laurence Geller
of Chicago, a friend of ICS (USA),
who purchased the Parliament
Square maquette on the cover of our
last issue, resulting in a substantial
donation to the UK exchequer. This
handsome bronze by Ivor Roberts-
Jones was the original proposal for
the Parliament Square statue, de-
picting WSC in his Garter robes; it
was in the estate of the late Sir John
Tilney, who set up the committee
for the statue in 1969. We appreciate
Mr. Geller's generosity and admire
his acquisition. -DAVID BOLER

VE-DAY REVISED
LONDON, APRIL 25TH — Churchill's
role in World War II is dismissed in
seconds in a thirty-four-minute
Government-backed video on VE-
Day sent to all secondary schools,
the Campaign for Real Education
complained. It said the only men-
tion of Churchill was in context of
losing the 1945 election: "Though

defeated, Mr. Churchill is pro-
claimed a great war leader." His de-
feat, the commentary added, al-
lowed the Labour Party "to use
profits from State-owned industries
to finance better public services,
such as health care."

The video, sent to each primary
school, gave Churchill only fourteen
seconds, the campaign said. "The
only comment on him was by a
child who said, "People thought he
helped the war end in Britain."The
film's main focus was on social atti-
tudes such as "gender awareness,"
illustrated by such comments as, "It
was quite sexist in the war."

Nick Seaton, chairman of the
campaign, said: "We regret the way
in which one of the nation's greatest
figures has been marginalised by
these teaching packs. Churchill has
almost been written out of history.."

The Education Department said
the aim of the video was not to de-
scribe the war but to "put VE-Day in
context—to help children to under-
stand what it was like to live
through the war by describing the
everyday life of ordinary people.
Obviously, Churchill played a great
part in the war, and we acknowl-
edge that in the video."

Dr. David Stafford of the Insti-
tute for Advanced Studies in the
Humanities, University of Edin-
burgh, who sent us this news item,
writes: "Like you, I was momentar-
ily lost for words at this announce-
ment. We are in deep trouble when
history becomes what we would
like it to have been, rather than what
it was, and it seems particularly
shocking that this video should
have appeared with a Conservative
government in power; that
Churchill appears only once in ref-
erence to his 1945 electoral defeat
suggests a conscious decision by
someone, somewhere, that is totally
reprehensible. It rather reminds me
of Mr. Clive Ponting's account of the
D-Day landings which occupies all,
if I recall correctly, of two pages in
his 900-page Churchill biography,
and then in a manner that belittles
the achievement and attempts to di-

minish Churchill." (See also "Des-
patch Box." -Ed.)

FUTURE CONFERENCES
The Council of Churchill Soci-

eties wishes to plan ahead as much
as possible. Except for 1996, these
conferences are tentative. Com-
ments are welcome and may be sent
to the Council chairman, Jonathan
Aitken MP (address on page 2)

CHURCHILL'S ENGLAND: 1996
The 8th International Churchill

Tour will occur from 26 September
to 6 October 1996 and encompass
the 13th International Churchill
Conference in England, on Fri-
day/Sunday October 4th-6th,
hosted by ICS United Kingdom.

The tour includes visits to
Churchill ancestral homesites in and
near Dartmoor and Exeter, then
spends three nights at our favorite,
the Old Bell at Hurley. From here
we visit Bletchley and Ditchley (see
FH #85), enjoy a garden luncheon
hosted by Celia Sandys and Ken
Perkins at their new home near
Marlborough, and a special awards
dinner at Blenheim Palace.

The conference, using a hotel in
Kent or Sussex, begins at Chartwell 4
October, where our hostesses will be
Lady Soames and Celia Sandys; in
the afternoon we expect to pay an-
other visit to Lullenden, the
Churchills' first country home, be-
fore heading back to our hotel for an
informal evening. Saturday's pro-
gramme includes a scholarly discus-
sion with academic advisors, an in-
ternational general meeting and ex-
hibits. A gala dinner Saturday night
with a famous guest speaker will be
followed by a Sunday departure
breakfast. We will strive to keep
prices low and will make available a
list of nearby B&Bs as an alternative
to the headquarters hotel. Anyone
wishing tentatively to book a seat on
the tour may contact the editor now.
No deposits are required at this
early date but if you are near-certain,
a deposit will guarantee a place and
may be cancelled with no penalty
through April 30th.
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TORONTO 1997
ICS, Canada, which so perfectly

hosted last year's conference in Cal-
gary and Banff, is considering a 1997
conference in or near Toronto, with
the attraction of Niagara, twice vis-
ited by WSC. Canadians wishing to
comment should contact John
Plumpton (page 2). We hope ICS,
Canada allow us another opportu-
nity for their fine hospitality.

ALASKA 1998
For years you've wanted an ex-

cuse to visit the "Last Frontier?" We
we have tentatively persuaded
James Muller to book the Hotel Cap-
tain Cook, Anchorage in late sum-
mer 1998 for a conference which,
like Canada last year, will offer as
much majestic scenery as it will
Churchill activity. We would like to
hear from readers who would be in-
terested in Alaska at this time.

SOUTH AFRICA: 1999
Sir Winston's granddaughter

and ICS/USA Trustee Celia Sandys
and her husband Ken Perkins
toured South Africa in April, meet-
ing former WSC secretary Elizabeth
Nel and ICS activist Nicholas
Schofield, who is considering orga-
nizing a Churchill Society in the
RSA. Celia suggests that the 10th
Churchill Tour and 16th Interna-
tional Conference be built around
the 100th anniversary of Churchill's
escape from the Boers, visiting
Spion Kop, the armoured train am-
bush site, the Staats Model School in
Pretoria where WSC was impris-
oned, the mining area where he hid
(the shaft is alas inaccessible), Dur-
ban Town Hall where he made his
victory speech, and, of course, Lady-
smith, Johannisberg and Cape
Town. "We met a number of inter-
esting people," she says, "including
relatives of Messrs. Howard and
Dewsnap [who hid Churchill in the
mine], de Souza [whom WSC in-
formed he regretted they couldn't
meet as he was about to escape], de
Haas [who wrote the controversial
"wanted poster"], and Jan Smuts's
grandson, who operates a small mu-

seum devoted to Churchill's great-
est South African friend." Such a
tour would be expensive in travel
(South Africa itself is not pricey);
but when in a century will there be a
better opportunity? Please let us
have your thoughts.

BERMUDA SET FOR 2003
The longest lead-time on our

calendar is Autumn 2003, the 20th
International Churchill Conference,
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of
the Bermuda Conference and
Churchill's two visits to the island
(1942, 1953). James and Judith
Muller, abandoning Alaska in quest
of warmth, were in Hamilton re-
cently, exploring Churchill haunts.
They found places where he stayed
and spoke, where he left for Eng-
land via Flying Boat (which he flew
personally enroute) in 1942; the tree
he planted (now huge); even the
"V" he carved into a chair in the
House of Assembly. We propose a
two- or three-day Conference di-
vided between Churchill and tour-
ing, and optional extended stays for
anyone desiring a longer holiday.

The Mullers were also sad on-
lookers during the closure of the
"99-Year" Lend-Lease base, a victim
of the current paring of the military
(we always do this, don't we? —
then we need it again and spend
four times as much as it would have
cost to maintain). They report a spir-
ited debate over an independence
referendum, scheduled for the au-
tumn. There is a 50-50 chance
Bermuda will opt to remain a
colony: years after decolonization
was trendy, Bermudians are looking
around at adjacent results (clearly
visible just south in the Bahamas)
and rethinking equations. Either
way it goes, ICS will be in Bermuda
in the autumn of 2003.

EASTON'S WSC-FDR LETTERS
NORWALK, CT., USA, JULY 1ST —
The Easton Press, who with ICS
help have published three multi-
volume Churchill works and the Of-
ficial Biography in their limited
leatherbound editions, have now re-

leased a leatherbound three-volume
edition of Churchill and Roosevelt, the
Complete Correspondence, by aca-
demic advisor Warren F. Kimball of
Rutgers University. This standard
work has long been out of print in
hardback, and first editions cost up-
wards of $250/£160. Easton's edi-
tion, in a much nicer leather bind-
ing, costs only $163/£102.

As in past Churchill projects,
Easton is inserting ICS brochures
into each set they ship — a big aid to
our recruiting. In exchange, ICS in-
serted Easton brochures with Finest
Hour in North America. Readers
may also order this set of books via
credit card by telephoning (800) 367-
4534; overseas shipments will prob-
ably cost slightly more; telephone
for exact figures.

EMPIRES OF THE MIND
LITTLE ROCK, ARK., USA, MARCH
25TH — Churchill was prominent in
a "Lessons in Leadership" program
given by Dr. Denis Waitley, An-
napolis graduate, attack pilot and
psychology advisor to Olympic ath-
letes, astronauts and Vietnam pris-
oners-of-war. He is author of several
motivational and success books, the
latest being Empires of the Mind. The
title is derived from Churchill's Har-
vard speech in 1943, "The empires
of the future are the empires of the
mind." [Contrary to our recent Con-
ference letter, which attributed it to
the 1949 M.I.T. speech. -Ed.] The one
day program was superb and the
book is a winner. He did misquote
WSC twice in the book but praised
Sir Winston effusively in the pro-
gram. -LARRY KRYSKE

WSC'S MASONIC CAREER
RALEIGH, N.C., USA, APRIL 25TH —
Otis Jones, longtime Friend of the
Churchill Societies, has donated his
research files on the Knight Masons,
along with a jeweled medal worn by
a Mason at Queen Victoria's Dia-
mond Jubilee of 1897, in the hope
that a Friend of the Churchill Soci-
ety will pursue his research into
Churchill's masonic career. Mr.
Jones has experienced vision prob-
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lems, which have halted his efforts.
Churchill joined the Studholme

Lodge in London in 1901 and left it
in 1912; the reasons why are ob-
scure. Included is a copy of a letter
by WSC as Home Secretary to the
Grand Secretary, Freemason's Hall,
London, thanking him for the loyal
Address of sympathy presented to
King George V upon the death of
his father, Edward VII, by the Duke
of Connaught on behalf of the Ma-
sons of England. In his letter,
Churchill acknowledges "that King
Edward, first as Grand Master and
afterwards as Protector of the Order,
watched over the interests of
Freemasonry for more than thirty-
six years." We are most grateful to
Mr. Jones for his gift and hope that
we can pursue his project. Anyone
interested should contact the editor.

BOND STREET STATUE
LONDON, MAY 2ND (Reuters) — The
unveiling of a statue of Churchill
and Roosevelt on Bond Street today
illustrated the generation gap be-
tween pensioners and their grand-
children. While older passers-by,
looking forward to the upcoming
VE-Day, recalled Churchill's and
Roosevelt's inspiring leadership,
many young people confessed they
did not even know who they were.
A survey in the Sunday Times
showed that one in three British
schoolchildren did not know who
Churchill was, with guesses ranging
from a U.S. president to a song-
writer. Yet in 1951 the Observer
wrote of Churchill: V~A thousand
years from now, his name will be
popularly known; it will conjure up
a warm glow, a proud smile, and
signify what is most bold and gener-
ous in human nature."

Many old people, remembering
Churchill's famous speeches and
defiant posture, agreed. A 75-year-
old woman recalled: "I drove RAF
staff cars in the war. One day I had
to take a senior officer to see
Churchill, who came out to see him
off. All he said to me was 'Thank
you, driver', but I shall never forget
that day." -GERRARD RAVEN

WILLIAM McVEY
CLEVELAND, MAY 30TH — The
sculptor of the nine-foot bronze of
Sir Winston Churchill outside the
British Embassy in Washington died
today aged 89. A longtime Friend of
ICS, Mr. McVey wrote about his ex-
perience in Finest Hour 36. He also
sculpted Jesse Owens, John Heis-
man and a stone frieze depicting the
Battle of the Alamo in Texas.

Situated on the border of the
Embassy property, the statue has
one foot on British soil and one on
US; WSC said he was sure it would
stand solidly on both feet. Dedicated
in 1966, McVey portrayed the PM
with one hand raised in the "V" sign
and the other clutching a cane and a
cigar. He cast six spare cigars to be
used in the event of damage, one of
which is held by ICS, USA; we trust
it is never required!

SIR ANTHONY WAGNER
LONDON, MAY 8TH — Britain's offi-
cial arbiter of heraldry, a scholar of
medieval history and former head
of the College of Arms, died today
aged 86. Sir Anthony was Garter
King of Arms, the senior herald of
the 500-year-old College, from 1961
to 1978. Among the College's duties
is organizing ceremonies of state. As
Portculis Pursuivant, Sir Anthony
led the Coronation procession of
King George VI. He also supervised
Winston Churchill's funeral and the
investiture of the Prince of Wales.
He created a splash in America in
1939 when he disclosed that George
Washington and Queen Elizabeth,
now the Queen Mother, were dis-
tant cousins.

WINSTON 1, INFIDELS NIL
LONDON, JULY 11TH — In The
Times-Dillon debate tonight, the
team of Lord Blake, former Provost
of Queen's College, Oxford, and An-
drew Roberts (see his article this
issue) defeated the team of revision-
ist historian John Charmley and
Member of Parliament Alan Clark
(who, earlier, Charmley claimed
didn't speak for him). The Clark
team argued that Churchill, fuelled
by his "romantic imagination," sold
out Britain and the Empire by ally-
ing it with the Americans, who only
entered World War II to protect
their interests (isn't this usually why
nations go to war?) — that Churchill
admirers act out of sentiment, not
rational analysis. Blake/Roberts
countered that Churchill was no
sentimentalist but a visionary who
succeeded in guiding America into
strategic decisions that worked in
Britain's interest, and that WSC's
modern critics are simply looking
for a scapegoat to explain the col-
lapse of an Empire Britain itself
gave away. The audience, after a se-
ries of vigorous exchanges, voted in
favour of Blake/Roberts.

THERE HE GOES AGAIN
LONDON — The emotional Mr.
Charmley, who has now published
a sequel to his revisionist biography
called Churchill's Grand Alliance (to
be reviewed next issue by Ashley
Redburn) has also published a pa-
perback version of his first book
(Churchill, The End of Glory) in which
Finest Hour gets a credit line!: "Even
now, outraged Churchill worship-
pers write to their house journal
protesting at my existence!"

Clearly the gentleman would be
disappointed if we ignored him.
Finest Hour thanks him for the press
notice, and hopes he will asterisk
our address in his next edition,
which will bring us even more
friends and allies. His claim, of
course, is silly: we are delighted that
such a stimulating character leads
the forces of Churchill deconstruc-
tion. If he did not exist we would
have invented him. -RML
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READER ADVERTS
• WANTED: The World Crisis, Vol

1 of the 1960s Scribners American edi-
tion (blue cloth in red/white/blue dust
jacket) at $25-50, sought by Friend of
ICS wishing to complete his set. Dr.
Chris Harmon, tel (703) 784-2746.

• PHILATELISTS who are mem-
bers of the American Philatelic Society
(APS) please let us hear from you; ICS
is taking a survey for the APS. -Editor

(Small adverts are free; send to the editor..)

KISSINGER WEIGHS IN
NEW YORK, JULY 16TH — Former
U.S. Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger thinks much less of Nor-
man Rose's Churchill biography
(just published in USA as Churchill:
Unruly Giant) than we do (see FH
#84), but in the New York Times Book
Review he utters words that need to
be carved in granite:

"Our age finds it difficult to
come to grips with Churchill. The
political leaders with whom we are
familiar generally aspire to be su-
perstars rather than heroes. The dis-
tinction is crucial. Superstars strive
for approbation; heroes walk alone.
Superstars crave consensus; heroes
define themselves by the judgment
of a future they see it as their task to
bring about. Superstars seek success
in a technique for eliciting support;
heroes pursue success as the out-
growth of inner values.

"The modern political leader
rarely ventures to comment in pub-
lic without having tested his views
on focus groups, if indeed he does
not derive them from a focus group.
To a man like Churchill, the very
concept of focus groups would have
been unimaginable.

"Thus in the space of a genera-
tion, Churchill, the quintessential
hero, has been transformed from the
mythic to the nearly incomprehensi-
ble. ..." Spot on, Mr. Secretary.

POL ROGER LAUNCH
EDINBURGH, APRIL 27TH — In the
presence of M. Christian de Billy,
President and Director General of
Champagne Pol Roger, over 100
people enjoyed the launch of the Sir

Winston Churchill Cuvee 1986 in
the historic Playfair Library at the
University of Edinburgh.

Churchill was PR's most illustri-
ous customer and especially ad-
mired the 1928 vintage. After meet-
ing Odette Pol-Roger, a wartime re-
sistance courier, in Paris in Novem-
ber 1944, he became a friend of the
family, named a racehorse "Pol
Roger," and was never lacking for
Champagne.

The first Churchill Cuvee, the
veritable top of the line for Pol
Roger, was launched at Blenheim
Palace in 1984 and the second at
Chartwell in 1989. The Playfair Li-
brary continued this tradition of as-
sociations, for it was here in 1923
that Churchill was honoured with
his first-ever honorary degree by Sir
Alfred Ewing, Principal of the Uni-
versity, who had also run the Admi-
ralty's codebreaking operation dur-
ing WW1 when Churchill was First
Lord of the Admiralty. Six years
later, WSC was elected Rector of the
University, chosen over both the
novelist G. K. Chesterton and the so-
cialist writer Beatrice Webb (Lady
Passfield). An exhibition of Univer-
sity-related Churchilliana was on
display for the launch.

The Churchill connection here
remains alive and well. One of the

ERRATA, FH #86
Page 12 states first that that Lady

Soames was in Alaska on 30 November
30 and then goes on to describe her ad-
dresses there on 20 September.
ICS/Alaska did indeed have a 120th
birthday dinner for Sir Winston on 30
November, but his daughter was there
for dinner on 20 September, as the
piece goes on to say. On 30 November
she was, of course, celebrating with the
family at the Savoy in London.

On page 33 the caption next to the
"cherubs" postcard says that within
two weeks of 2 May 1915, Churchill
"was no longer First Lord of the Admi-
ralty." It should be "within four
weeks," since his official resignation
took place on the 27th, as per the latest
ICS commemorative cover.

On page 43, stamp album page
"C," for "Marshall" (Stalin) read "Mar-
shal." We know this, and yet we still
boot it. Sorry!

University's most distinguished his-
torians, Dr. Paul Addison, authored
the widely praised Churchill on the
Home Front, and Dr. David Stafford,
an academic advisor of ICS (UK) is
now completing his book, Churchill
and the Secret World, a study of WSC
and secret intelligence, which is due
for publication by John Murray,
London in 1996.

ICS Local & National
ILLINOIS-DC-CALIFORNIA

Celia Sandys will speak on her
book, The Young Churchill. Local
Friends will receive mailings or may
contact immediately:

Washington, Oct 19th: Ron Hel-
gemo, 2037 Wethersfield Court, Re-
ston VA 22091, tel. (703) 351-2967.

Chicago, Oct 20th: Amb. Paul H.
Robinson, Robinson Inc., 135 So.
LaSalle St., Chicago IL 60603, tel.
(800) 621-1917 or in Illinois (312)
726-2575.

San Francisco, Oct. 21st: Jacque-
line Dean Witter, 2450 Skyfarm Dr.
Hillsborough CA 94010, telehone
(415) 348-1280.

OHIO
A new ICS Ohio Chapter has

been founded with two centers of
activity. In northeastern Ohio and
western New York state, contact
Michael McMenamin, 1300 Termi-
nal Tower, Cleveland OH 44113, tel.
(216) 781-1212. A meeting was held
at Terminal Tower June 28th.

In the Columbus area, activities
are being organized by Donald Jake-
way, 3667 Scioto Run Blvd., Hilliard
OH 43026, tel. (614) 777-4851. Both
area and statewide events are being
planned. We urge anyone in Ohio or
western' New York to contact
Messrs. McMenamin or Jakeway.
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<PrE-(Daij at the Imperial War Museum, London:
A Isiwnphfor ICS, United kingdom

Wylma Wayne produces the largest event in ICS UK history

LONDON, 8 MAY: The Fiftieth An-
niversary of Victory in Europe was
celebrated by ICS in a magnificent
commemorative dinner for 350 peo-
ple at the Imperial War Museum.
Speakers included Winston S.
Churchill MP, official biographer
Martin Gilbert and ICS/UK chair-
man David Boler. Dinner was
served on the main floor amidst
WW2 tanks, armoured vehicles and
aircraft. Guests include the Cana-
dian and Australian High Commis-
sioners, the ambassadors or other
representatives of France, Russia,
Sweden and other nations, Viscount
Montgomery, Lt-Gen Sir Michael
Rose, Lady Soames and other mem-
bers of the Churchill family. This
was the largest event ever held by
ICS United Kingdom, capably orga-
nized by Wylma Wayne. Our dinner
capped a most moving day of na-
tional celebration, culminating with
the appearance of The Queen

Mother on the same balcony as 50
years ago, to the acclaim of 250,000
people in the Mall and Hyde Park,
including many WW2 veterans
wearing their decorations, and the
flyover of historic aircraft from
Blenheims and B-17s to Hurricanes
and P-38 Lockheed Lightnings.

It was, as WSC said, a "grand
climacteric." Our thanks go to ICS
UK vice-chairman Wylma Wayne,
David Boler and Joan Harris, Cham-
pagne Pol Roger and our speakers.
Transcripts are available from the
UK office and will appear in the
1994-1995 Proceedings. &

From the sublime to the whimsical was Lon-
don on May 8th L: RAF flyover, Buckingham
Palace. R: a VE-taxi. Photos by Doug Russell.

L: Sir Martin Gilbert spoke of WSC on VE-
Day and toasted the heroic memory. R: Sir
Edward Heath remembered Sir Winston.

L: ICS Patron Lady Soames, hon. member
Winston S. Churchill MP &UK Trustee Geoff

Wheeler. R: ICS, UK Chmn. David Boler.

L: Sir Nicholas Lloyd (Express Group, a gen-
erous sponsor) and Lady Lloyd, writer and

TV personality. R: Prof. Barry Gough & John
Plumpton of ICS, Canada flank Canadian
High Commissioner the Hon. Royce Frith.

L: ICS, UK vice-chairman Wylma Wayne
with a floral tribute and a well-earned round
of applause for a most memorable evening.

ICS Trustee Celia Sandys
and her husband, Major

General Ken Perkins

ICS, UK life members
Colin & Betty Spencer,

with Richard Langworth

ICS, USA directors Bill
Ives & Douglas Russell

with Ginny Ives

Representing our old friends at Champagne Pol Roger
were Madame de Billy, Mr. & Mrs. Bill Gunn of Pol Roger

UK and P-R director general Christian de Billy (r).
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The Largest Single Private Repository
of Recent British History

Churchill's official biographer reflects on the acquisition
by Great Britain of his 1874-1945 papers

BY SIR MARTIN GILBERT, CBE

THE purchase of the Churchill papers by the
Heritage Lottery Fund is an imaginative
stroke of national policy. These papers, on

which I began work more than thirty years ago, are
the largest single private repository of recent British
history. In their published form they already consti-
tute fifteen substantial volumes, with five more in
the pipeline. (And three after that, if the Companion
Volumes are to include the 1945-65 papers. -Ed.) The
actual paper is estimated to weigh fifteen tons.

Scholars have long worked on these papers, and
individual items have been reproduced, often in fac-
simile, in many books. But it was the possibility that
they might be sold to an overseas buyer that focused
concern on their physical future. The first alarm was
over certain specific documents, such as Churchill's
wartime speeches, which clearly constitute part of
the national heritage. Photocopies and reproductions
are all very well, but the actual pieces of paper are
what matters: it is the originals alone that convey
the full sense of historical drama. The idea that
Churchill's final draft of "we will fight on the
beaches" would end up in a library overlooking a
beach in the Pacific, or some other distant shore, was
not attractive.

As a result of the decision to use national lottery
money to secure the Churchill papers, it is not only
letters written by Churchill that are to be preserved
in this country and guarded, as hitherto, in the spe-
cially designed archives of Churchill College, Cam-
bridge. Indeed, what are called "Churchill's papers"
are very much more than his own notes and manu-
scripts. While he kept the handwritten or typed ver-
sions of most of his books, and of hundreds of his
speeches, he did not keep copies of all the letters he
wrote. But he did keep every letter that he ever re-
ceived. It is these letters, not written by him but
written to him, that constitute the real historical
value of this collection.

By far the largest number of Churchill's own most
valuable letters, both in historical and monetary

Sir Martin Gilbert's current volume of the Churchill
War Papers, Never Surrender, is to be published this year
by Norton (USA) and Heinemann (UK). Its publication was
made possible by Wendy Reves who responded to an appeal
in 1988 by the International Churchill Society.

terms, are to be found in archives elsewhere, scat-
tered across the country, and abroad. The Royal
Archives at Windsor is particularly rich in letters
from Churchill to every sovereign since Edward VII.
The Asquith papers at Oxford, the Baldwin papers
at Cambridge, and the Chamberlain and Eden pa-
pers at Birmingham, contain hundreds of handwrit-
ten letters from Churchill of the utmost importance.

There are more than five hundred archives, and
family collections up and down Britain, in which the
treasure trove of Churchill's letters can be found. In
the United States, the New York Public Library has,
among other Churchill letters, a long letter written
from him when he was a prisoner of war in South
Africa, to an American friend. The papers of Roo-
sevelt, Truman and Eisenhower are rich in original
Churchill letters.

In the newly-saved Churchill papers, the feel for
the whole range of Great Britain's recent history can
be experienced over seventy years. Here we have let-
ters from leading Liberals, chief among them David
Lloyd George, setting out the most radical proposals
for social reform before the First World War. Here we
have the letters of Lord Kitchener during the early
months of the First World War, including the evolu-
tion of the ill-fated Gallipoli expedition. Here we have
the Irish leaders on both sides struggling to work out
a compromise in 1921 which could end the civil war,
with Sinn Fein finally agreeing to halt their murder
campaign and come to the negotiating table.

Here, too, in the Churchill papers, we have the
Labour leaders of the day negotiating with Churchill,
then Chancellor of the Exchequer, to resolve the coal
strike of 1926, and their secret visits to him at a
house in London to work out a compromise. Through-
out the 1930s the Churchill papers abound in letters
from civil servants, airmen and members of the intel-
ligence community, sending Churchill secret infor-
mation, much of it from Nazi Germany, to enable
him all the more effectively to wage his campaign for
greater rearmament.

While Churchill's letters consist in the main of
carbon copies, it is the originals from other people
that are the great glory of the papers that have now
been saved for the nation. There is a letter from his
great friend Val Fleming (the father of Ian Fleming)
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Childhood letters to his Mother written by Winston Churchill when an unhappy and homesick schoolboy.

ABOVE: Letter to Churchill from Admiral Lord Fisher,
1916, with characteristic treble underlining in red ink.

BELOW: Conservation workshop at the Churchill Archives

describing the slaughter on the western front, where
Fleming himself was later killed. There is a letter
from his brother Jack describing the first awful mo-
ments of the Dardanelles campaign. There are let-
ters from his mother, Lady Randolph Churchill, full
of the political gossip of 1916 after Churchill, his po-
litical star in eclipse, had gone to the Western Front
to command an army battalion. There are letters
from Admiral "Jackie" Fisher urging Churchill to re-
turn from the trenches and lead the campaign to
break the government. Churchill did return, but his
efforts to harm the government in debate were a dis-
mal failure.

Every twist and turn of the British political debate
is represented in the Churchill papers by letters from
the leading figures of the day. His maiden speech, as
a twenty-six-year-old Conservative MP, opposing too
much government spending on the army, brought let-
ters of praise from government and opposition alike,
and a strong caution from the Conservative grandee
Lord Curzon, then Viceroy of India, that Churchill
should not be too quick to attack his own side. Forty-
five years later, in 1945, there is a letter from his
daughter Sarah, urging him to make the health and
housing needs of the nation a central part of the Con-
servative election campaign.

Every file contains similar gems. Having read
them all, and edited them up to 1941,1 can only con-
clude that the Churchill archive will provide in the
future, as it is already doing, a rich seam of historical
gold — the richest in fact outside the Government's
own Public Record Office at Kew, which houses
Churchill's voluminous wartime papers, as well as
the papers of his four-year peacetime premiership.

As we remember VE-Day, it is interesting to find
in the Churchill papers saved for the nation a mes-
sage from Anthony Eden, written on VE-Day itself,
in which Eden writes: "All my thoughts are with you
on this day which is so essentially your day. It is you
who have led, uplifted and inspired us through the
worst days. Without you this day could not have
been."

And among the hundreds of letters from
Churchill's children is one from his daughter Mary,
written when he was an old man long parted from
power or influence: "In addition to all the feelings a
daughter has for a loving generous father, I owe you
what every Englishman, woman and child does, Lib-
erty itself."

For this reason alone, the assurance that the
Churchill papers are to remain in Britain is to be
welcomed. ®
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Churchill's Dagger
A Memoir of La Capponcina
In 1949, after "the best feast of conversational entertainment
ever enjoyed" and an uncanny prophecy, Churchill suffered
his first stroke—within an hour of removing for the first time
his father's ring from his hand. Lord Beaverbrook's companion
offers rare insights into the Churchill persona, his long friendship
with "Max"—and words which bear an uncanny relevance today.
BY MICHAEL WARDELL

IT WAS raining heavily on the French Riviera on
an August morning of 1949. Sir Winston
Churchill, Lord Beaverbrook, and I were sitting

in the drawing room of La Capponcina, Lord Beaver-
brook's villa at Cap d'Ail, across the bay from Monte
Carlo. The gramophone was playing a selection of
records picked more or less at random by Lord
Beaverbrook. There were the French songs of the
popular fancy that summer, La Seine, Polygon,
Clopin-Clopant, mixed with a new rendering of Old
Folks at Home, Grieg's Homage March, pieces from
Cavalleria Rusticana, and finally the Miserere from II
Trovatore.

"Let's have some more, Max," said Churchill.
"What sort do you want, popular or classical?"

asked Beaverbrook.
"Let's have some beautiful music like the last,"

Churchill replied.
Beaverbrook rummaged, and put on Sir Edward

Elgar's Pomp and Circumstance. He said: "This will
be played in fifteen years when they carry you
through the streets of London."

Churchill was silent for a moment, then shook his
head. "I don't much care what they do to me when

Michael Wardell, a man of high connections, entered
Beaverbrook's employ in 1926 and rose to the rank of
brigadier in World War II. After the war he moved to Fred-
ericton, New Brunswick, acquired a newspaper, The
Gleaner, looked after his chiefs interests in Canada, ac-
companied Beaverbrook on his travels, and was at his
deathbed on 9 June 1964. We approach this memoir, pub-
lished in The Atlantic Advocate in February 1965, with
some caution: unless he taped these conversations, which
is impossible, Wardell must have had either a photo-
graphic memory or a well-filled-out diary. Nonetheless, his
account is fascinating, and has the ring of truth. For exam-
ple, his summary of Churchill's "The Dream" is entirely ac-
curate though he wrote this account a year before the story
was first seen in print.
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I'm dead. I've thought I would rather like to be car-
ried in a farm wagon."

"Nothing of the sort," replied Beaverbrook. 'You'll
be buried with all the pomp and circumstance that is
your due. The people will insist on it. And rightly.
But you might as well listen to the music while
you're alive. It's one of the greatest things ever writ-
ten."

Churchill listened to the triumphant tones of
Land of Hope and Glory. His eyes glistened as his
face became heavy with emotion. "It's a terrible
thing," he said, "to have lived to see England brought
down to ruin and the Empire lost — Egypt, Burma,
India — I've always said I could defend India against
the world — all except the English ... For the first
time in my life I hate the other side. They are mean
and wicked, wallowing in their filthy slime! Damn
them!

"And what folly to slang the Americans. After all,
if I were an American, and had to listen to the abuse
from the socialists over here, I think I might be
tempted to say that America had no more money to
spend on Europe and England. America has im-
mense resources and almost limitless powers of pro-
duction; all the gold in the world, because all the
world wants her products but cannot pay in kind; is
protected by the atom bomb; and will spend her re-
sources to the fullest extent in raising the standard
of her own people, rather than give it to bolster up a
socialist state, and then be called 'pot-bellied fi-
nanciers' for their pains. In short, I would become an
extreme isolationist."

The room in which we were sitting occupies the
central portion of the villa. It has a row of French
windows on one side and a great stone fireplace at
the far end over which the arms of some long-forgot-
ten nobleman are carved, together with the motto
"Ne derelictas me Domine", "Do not forsake me, O
Lord." The words appealed to Lord Beaverbrook, who



acquired them with the fireplace when he bought the
house in 1939. When, as Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of New Brunswick, he built a wing to the library
on the campus at Fredericton in memory of the
Prime Ministers Bonar Law and Bennett, both of
them boys of New Brunswick, he had the words
carved into the stone over the entrance.

The room opens onto a wide verandah and garden,
with a colonnade that frames a matchless view over
the Mediterranean, usually sparkling blue in the
sunlight. That day the sea was grey as the sky, and
Churchill's sombre mood just then seemed to match
them both. He had come to La Capponcina for a holi-
day, arriving by air at Nice with a great retinue of
secretaries, servants and detectives, French and
English.

He had been at Strasbourg, laying the foundations
of federation at the inaugural session of the Council
of Europe. He had received a very warm welcome. M.

A lasting friendship: Beaverbrook and Churchill at La Capponcina
on the French Riviera, nine years after the episode herein recorded.

Edouard Herriot, the French statesman, in formally
opening the proceedings pending the election of M.
Paul-Henri Spaak to the Presidency, had said of
Churchill: "You will permit me to offer our common
homage to one to whom every free man owes so deep
a debt — my illustrious friend Winston Churchill,
who has shown us to what heights human energy is
capable of attaining. In many moments of deep
tragedy he bore on his shoulders the whole weight of a
world crying for help. From his mind sprang the
movement which has brought us together here."

This was the truth. Winston Churchill's address to
the University of Zurich on 19 September 1946, was
one of the epoch-making speeches of all time. In it he
launched the idea of European federation in words
that could hardly have come from any other man. "I
wish to speak about the tragedy of Europe, this noble
continent," he had said, "the home of all the great
parent races of the Western world, the foundation of
Christian faith and ethics, the origin of most of the
culture, arts, philosophy and science both of ancient
and modern times. If Europe were once united in the
sharing of its common inheritance, there would be no
limit to the happiness, prosperity and glory which its
300 million or 400 million people could enjoy. Yet it is
from Europe that has sprung that series of frightful
nationalistic quarrels, originated by the Teutonic na-
tions in their rise to power, which we have seen in
this twentieth century and in our own lifetime wreck
the peace and mar the prospects of all mankind.

"What is the plight to which Europe has been re-
duced? Some of the smaller states have indeed made
a good recovery, but over wide areas are a vast, quiv-
ering mass of tormented, hungry, careworn and be-
wildered human beings, who wait in the ruins of
their cities and homes, and scan the dark horizons
for the approach of some new form of tyranny or ter-
ror. Among the victors there is a babel of voices,
among the vanquished the sullen silence of despair.
That is all that Europeans, grouped in so many
states and nations — and that is all that the German
races — have got, by tearing each other to pieces and
spreading havoc far and wide. Indeed, but for the fact
that the great Republic across the Atlantic realized
that the ruin and enslavement of Europe would in-
volve her own fate as well, and stretched out hands
of succour and guidance, the Dark Ages would have
returned in all their cruelty and squalor. They may
still return."

He went on to state a remedy. "We must build a
kind of United States of Europe ... I am now going to
say something that will astonish you. The first step in
the re-creation of the European family must be a part-
nership between France and Germany. ... There can
be no revival of Europe without a spiritually great
France and a spiritually great Germany. The struc-
ture of the United States of Europe will be such as to
make the material strength of a single State less im-
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portant. Small nations will count as much as large
ones, and gain their honour by a contribution to the
common cause...

"But I must give you warning, time may be short.
At present there is a breathing space. The cannons
have ceased firing. The fighting has stopped. But the
dangers have not stopped. If we are to form a United
States of Europe, we must begin now. In these pre-
sent days we dwell strangely and precariously under
the shield, and I will even say protection, of the
atomic bomb. The atomic bomb is still only in the
hands of a nation which, we know, will never use it
except in the cause of right and freedom, but it may
well be that in a few years this awful agency of de-
struction will be widespread and that the catastro-
phe following its use by several warring nations will
not only bring to an end all that we call civilization,
but may possibly disintegrate the globe itself ...
Therefore I say to you 'Let Europe arise!'"

Mr. Churchill had a triumph in Zurich after his
speech, and also in Berne, the Swiss capital, where
he drove through the city in an open carriage,
cheered by crowds of 100,000 people. Events then
moved rapidly. Now, in August 1949, within three
years of the Zurich speech, the Council of Europe was
actually in being and was holding its first meeting at
Strasbourg. But Britain's role as an independent and
kindly sponsor had changed. Britain had become an
active participator. Churchill saw the need for cau-
tion. Moreover, a general election was in the offing.
The Conservative Party and most of the British peo-
ple were dead against any commitment that could
impair British sovereignty. Churchill had behaved at
Strasbourg like a reluctant suitor. "We must thor-
oughly explore," he had cautioned. "To take a homely
and familiar test, we may just as well see what the
girl looks like before we marry her."

CHURCHILL, in such a humour, had come to
the right house. His host had the same aver-
sion, then as ever, to any idea of Britain be-

coming entangled in the political meshes of Europe.
Churchill planned to spend a week with his old
friend of forty years and return to Strasbourg. From
the moment he arrived at the villa, it was clear that
he was in a holiday mood. He insisted immediately
on putting on a pair of blue bathing drawers and
walking down to the sea, down a hundred steps
through Beaverbrook's enchanted garden of
bougainvilleas and orange trees and roses. Arriving
at length where the Mediterranean laps the rocks at
the foot of the garden, Churchill literally plunged
into his holiday. He wallowed like a porpoise; he blew
spouts of water like a whale, and he swam round and
round like a schoolboy. He turned and he twisted,
and he lost his baggy blue bathing drawers. It didn't
matter, for there was no one there to see him but
Beaverbrook and me and his own male retinue.

Churchill appreciatively pats Colonist II, winner of the Winston
Churchill Stakes in 1951. Evidently the horse "kept his mind on the
race," instead of 'female company,' in WSC's words, in this instance.

Clambering out, he was rubbed down by his
manservant and wrapped in a towelled dressing
gown. He started to climb the hundred steps home,
stopping every little while to sit and rest and talk
and refresh himself from a waiting decanter.

"I've bought a racehorse," he announced.
"So I hear," replied Beaverbrook.
"It's going to run at Salisbury on the 24th," said

Churchill.
Silence.
"Do you think it a mistake?" he asked.
"Certainly," answered Beaverbrook.
"Why?" asked Churchill.
"The public will back it, and it won't win," said

Beaverbrook.
"Perhaps I'd better warn them," Churchill said, a

little discouraged.
"The only way you could win would be for every

other jockey to pull his horse," Beaverbrook said as a
jest, but with just a trace of the bitterness that talk
of racing ever stirred in him, caused, probably, by his
own experiences of racing ownership that had ended
twenty years earlier. He was the despair of the Eng-
lish bookies because he called his horses after the
rivers of New Brunswick (Miramichi, Nipisiquit, Res-
tigouche, Upsalquitch, and the rest of them — jaw-
breakers all), and he was the despair of his trainers
because he would insist, after his jockey had received
his riding orders, on strolling up to him as he was
walking his horse out of the paddock, and saying: "Be
first if you can. If you can't be first, be second. If you
can't be second, be third." The inevitable result was
that he lost a great many races, and retired from the
turf with the conviction that everyone else on the
racecourse was corrupt.

"Perhaps mine is a good horse," Churchill said, de-
fensively. "Christopher [Soames] bought it. He
bought me some excellent shorthorns, and they've
won prizes all over the place."

We moved to the next stopping place. "When do
you expect the election?" I asked.
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"The gold's running out," he replied. "Another
hundred million gone. I don't see how they can last
out over the autumn. There will be nothing left. Then
I shall have to take over with nothing in the till ... I
don't mind saying that I view the task with more
foreboding now than I did ten years ago. A much
more difficult task ... But then, I'm 75 ... (chuckle)."

Anyone who never heard Churchill chuckle cannot
realize the fun that lay in that noise. It was between
a chuckle and a snort, and it was apt to be followed
by a sound from deep in his chest that sounded like
"oomph," repeated several times as the joke was
rolling around and maturing. And his eyes would
twinkle, and he would look at his companions with
such liveliness and gaiety that he was a companion
without compare. No one could fail to feel his own
spirits rise when Churchill chuckled.

And so we made our leisurely return to the house,
having started a week with Churchill that I believe
must have been the best feast of conversational en-
tertainment ever enjoyed. For Churchill was the
world's best talker, and Churchill in those days and
nights was supreme, talking incessantly, his memory
ranging over the whole gamut of his life's experiences
gathered in peace and war. He was never at a loss for
a name or a date. He would tell a story, quote a pas-
sage of prose or of verse, a part of a speech or a
snatch of song that was always word perfect — if not
always tone perfect. Never was there such an out-
pouring of brilliant powers of talk. Beaverbrook was
the best of foils for him, a listener with the gift of un-
derstanding and a friend with deep affection, rallying
him from time to time, capping a story with just the
flash of wit or spark of memory that stimulated the
flow. It was like Moses tapping the rock. The water
always flowed, and in torrents of eloquence and hu-
mour and high spirits.

Churchill departed altogether in those few days
from his habits of a lifetime. He was up early in the
morning, bathing in the sea after a session with his
secretary at his war books, then out to paint with his
ten-gallon hat and his five-man retinue carrying can-
vases and paints and accessories. He would paint for
hours at a time, rapidly, with a zest. Luncheon and
dinner were memorable, and every one of them dif-
ferent. He would never repeat himself, even in the
way of his clowning. He was the greatest master of
the spoken word, glorying in his own virtuosity, an
extrovert and actor, playing the part he loved to play.
It was as though he were raised to the highest pitch
of his life and genius in one glorious peak of exulta-
tion before the climax.

THAT first night the three of us dined in the
open air on the verandah. Churchill and
Beaverbrook sat on one side of the table, I fac-

ing them. The evening was pleasantly cool in con-
trast to the heat of the day. The outline of Monte

Carlo was silhouetted against the evening sky, the
shore lights reflected on the smooth surface of the
sea, mingling with the mirrored beams from the
small boats moving silently back and forth across the
bay.

Churchill gazed at the lights of Monte Carlo. "How
inviting it looks! How much I'd like to go there after
dinner," he said, and paused ... "But no! I musn't! I
promised Clemmie." And he told how he had visited
Monte Carlo when he was no longer Prime Minister.
He cashed a cheque, quite forgetful of the foreign ex-
change restrictions that he himself had made. He
had gambled and lost, and enjoyed every minute of it,
until afterwards he had suddenly remembered he
had committed a heinous offense against the laws of
Britain.

Beaverbrook never gambled, and said nothing to
encourage a visit to the casino.

"The Goose is back," he observed, to change the
subject, I thought.

"What Goose?" asked Churchill.
"Why, Cripps,"* said Beaverbrook. "He's a political

goose, and he's always wrong. He's an excellent fel-
low, and works like anything. But he always makes a
mess of everything. He failed in my job [Minister of
Aircraft Production]. He has muddled trade and in-
dustry and finance for the Government. Perhaps we
should be grateful to him. He's certainly confounded
the Socialists."

Churchill screwed up his mouth. "He didn't do so
badly at M.A.P.," he said ruminatively. "But the
events leading up to that appointment are somewhat
interesting.

"It was in 1942, and our fortunes were at a des-
perate ebb. Everything was against us. Burma was
gone, Malaya overrun, the Prince of Wales and the
Repulse were sunk, Tobruk taken, our desert con-
quests in North Africa lost, nothing but gloom every-
where, Dakar, Greece and Crete, Hong Kong, the
Netherlands East Indies, everywhere was disaster.
The Canadian losses at Dieppe were painful.

"Cripps had been acutely unhappy in Moscow, and
pressed me to let him come home. As soon as he got
back he started making speeches which seemed to
suggest that he possessed some hidden secret of lead-
ership. Some of his followers of the extreme left were
said to be greatly taken with him. They even imag-
ined he had something to do with bringing Russia
into the war. I offered him the Ministry of Supply
and he refused it except under impossible terms. I
sent him to India, and he was back in the spring, his
mission a failure. He was Lord Privy Seal and
Leader in the House of Commons, and as such an-
swerable in the House for our persistent disasters.

*Richard Stafford Cripps, 1889-1952. Labour MP, 1931-50. Am-
bassador to Moscow, 1940-42. Minister of Aircraft Production,
1942-45. Chancellor of the Exchequer, 1947-50.
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Then one day he came to me with an ultimatum. Ei-
ther I would agree to conduct the war through a tri-
umvirate, of which Cripps was to be one member and
the other named by him, or he would resign. I was
fully conscious of my own weakness at that moment,
and had great doubts as to whether I could with-
stand such a crisis.

"By this time I knew that the Anglo-American
landings in Algiers would be made within a few
weeks, and they were to be synchronized with the
8th Army's El Alamein offensive. I knew that if these
great enterprises failed, I was done anyway. If they
succeeded, and I had faith that they would succeed,
my position would be strong enough to deal with
Cripps or any one else. I temporized. I asked Cripps
to defer the matter until after the landing.

"While the resounding victories on both fronts
were being acclaimed with the ringing of church
bells, I sent for Cripps. I told him that he was not al-
together satisfactory to me as Leader in the House of
Commons, at the same time stressing the importance
of aircraft production, where you, Max, had made
such a signal contribution to the successful prosecu-
tion of the war. I sent him to M.A.P. And really, he
did quite well there. The tide had turned."

Churchill paused, frowning a little. He went on:
"There never was a time after that when the final
victory appeared in doubt. We passed from almost
uninterrupted disaster to almost unbroken success.
The tragedy was to come with the victory.

"It has been said that the demand for Uncondi-
tional Surrender delayed the end. The first I heard of
it was when Roosevelt made the statement to the
press conference at Casablanca. Of course I had to
support him."

The month previous Churchill had said something
along the same lines in the House of Commons. Later
he found that he was wrong. He had in truth agreed
to the terms, if unconsciously. He made handsome
amends the next year in his book, The Hinge of Fate.
He wrote: "I am reminded of the professor who, in his
declining hours, was asked by his devoted pupils for
his final counsel. He replied, 'Verify your quota-
tions.'"

"It was a terrible thing," Churchill continued,
"that so large a portion of Europe was handed over to
the Russians. I telegraphed to Truman proposing
that British and American troops should stay on the
line they had reached in the field and that with-
drawal to the previously agreed occupational zone
should be a formal matter at a later date when other
issues had been disposed of satisfactorily. He didn't
agree. Of course, he had only been President for a
week.

"It was a calamity for Europe and millions of Eu-
ropeans. The British and Americans retired on a 400-
mile front to a depth of 126 miles in places. By that
time we knew that there was no dealing with Stalin.

"I had cabled him when Bernadotte reported
Himmler's private peace offer to Britain and America
in the spring of 1945. I felt in honour bound to do so.
He replied saying: 'Knowing you I had no doubt you
would act in this way.'

"That was the last kind word I ever had from
Stalin."

NEXT day there was a sudden storm, and the
waves were crashing on the rocks at La Cap-
poncina, causing Churchill to abandon his

evening bathe there and go instead to the Summer
Hotel at Monte Carlo.

I drove there with him. The hotel manager was
waiting to receive him. A tent had been set up at the
edge of the sea. As he entered it, Churchill took his
cigar from his mouth and threw it down. A well-
dressed stranger in a blue beret picked it up and
pocketed it.

Churchill almost invariably carried a cigar in his
hand or mouth. Sometimes he would light one, seldom
smoking much of it. He had the habit I have never
seen in another of binding a roll of adhesive paper [his
"belly bandos" — Ed.] round the middle of the cigar
before smoking it. These butts with their strange de-
vice of tape became eagerly sought relics of souvenir
hunters in the South of France that summer.

We undressed and Churchill waded in, walking
over the pebbles, his huge white body with his blue
bathing drawers attracting a crowd of well-wishers.
They gathered on the beach to watch him as he
played around, turning turtles in the water. They
cheered as he stepped back painfully over the peb-
bles to the tent. "Vive Churchill!" "Bravo!" "Well
done!" they cried, and as we drove off the people
cheered again and waved and smiled and gave the V
sign. He replied, opening his two fingers with de-
light.

He talked of that as we sat down to dinner.
"It's a very good thing, the V sign," he said.

"Everybody feels it's a personal message to them-
selves. The Italians are particularly fond of it —
(chuckle) — they must think they won the war.

"I'm going to Germany in the autumn," Churchill
continued. "I have little doubt that the Germans will
give me a very warm reception, and will not fail to
make use of the V sign."

"I'll bet they won't," said Beaverbrook. "Of course
the V sign has many meanings in various parts of the
world. It was originally supposed to represent the
devil, with two horns. In Canada, when I was a boy,
the sign had a very special significance."

"Not only in Canada," Churchill replied. "In Eng-
land too; and no doubt in other places. But I made it
respectable."

"It's been a godsend for the cartoonists," Beaver-
brook said. And he mentioned a Giles cartoon.

Churchill: "I can't understand him. Low I can un-
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DAILY EXPRESS 25th October 1951

THE SHIP OF STATE IF ATTLEE LOSES
(Above) AS GILES'S GEORGE DREAMS OF IT. (Below) AS GILES'S VERA DREAMS OF IT.

i

With a General Election approaching, two of
Gile's well-known characters let their

imaginations run riot.

derstand. He's always on the other side. Australian,
isn't he? One of those parlour bolshevists. I can un-
derstand Illingworth. Giles is incomprehensible. Can
anyone understand him? Does the Daily Express get
any letters on the subject?"

Beaverbrook: "Giles is the new phase. The young,
especially, like him. He's an agricultural labourer."

Churchill: "Max, there's no especial criterion of
merit in that. Of course, I agree that it is well that
the lower orders can be given the opportunity to fit
themselves for better things. But there is no especial
merit in lowliness of itself."

Beaverbrook: "In some respects that may be true.
But for the Daily Express, there is certainly merit in
being an agricultural labourer."

Churchill (quotes):

"Let not ambition mock their useful toil,
Their homely joys and destiny obscure;

Nor grandeur hear with a disdainful smile,
The short and simple annals of the poor."

He rolled his tongue with relish around the words,
speaking them in his resonant voice with his queer
inimitable lisp, looking round into our faces with an
infectious spirit of delight. He went on:

"Some village Hampden, that with dauntless
breast

The little tyrant of his fields withstood;
Some mute inglorious Milton here may rest,

Some Cromwell guiltless of his country's
blood."*

"Yes, agricultural labourers can be good and wor-
thy men."

BEAVERBROOK said: "I've got two chapters of
the Duke of Windsor's book on the abdication."
"Oh?" said Churchill, unconcernedly.

"Perhaps you'd like to read them?" Max asked.
"The Duke asked me to," Churchill replied. "I'd

like to read them. Are they long?"
"No, they won't take you long," Beaverbrook an-

swered. "I'll send for them, if you like."
Churchill looked benign. "Perhaps I'd better read

them after dinner," he said. "Of course, I don't want
anything to do with them. By that I mean I don't
want any part in the book."

"But you're in it," said Beaverbrook, with the sort
of very straight face that hides a grin. "In it up to the
neck." (WSC had visited and counselled the King.)

Churchill's expressive face changed and registered
pain. "That's the last thing I want," he said hur-
riedly. "I think I did see him; but I really can't re-
member anything about it."

"But he can," Beaverbrook answered. "The whole
story is centred on you. And there's your letter in
which you told him he should stand on his rights, re-
tire to Windsor Castle, pull up the drawbridge, lock
the gates, and get a certificate from Lord Horder [the
King's physician] that he could not attend to any
business. And don't forget your speech to Parliament
and your statement to the press. It's all there."

Churchill groaned. "Have you got them here?" he
asked.

"Yes, to the letter. No, to the statement," Beaver-
brook replied.

"Oh dear," sighed Churchill. "This is the last thing
I want just on the eve of the general election."

Beaverbrook: "The first draft represented you as
being actuated by the ambition of forming a King's
Party government, and me by hatred of Baldwin. I
told them the second was true, the first not true. I
was also accused of being in a conspiracy against

*Gray's "Elegy in a Country Churchyard."
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