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FINEST HOUR OFFICE EQUIPMENT NEEDED

F inest Hour is growing! We need both another computer and a new copy ma-
chine. If you are able to donate either a Macintosh Powerbook or a copier capa-

ble of image reduction and collation, it would be a major help to us in improving
our services and the timeliness of our issues. For U. S. citizens the funds or value of
equipment are fully tax-deductible.

For some time now ICS (USA) has paid for the services of an editorial and
administrative assistant. The relative dearth of typos in recent issues is owed to the
eagle eye of Gail Greenly of Contoocook, New Hampshire, who now works for
ICS two days a week. Our only regret is that she is not here more often. Not only is
she a capable editor, but she speaks French, a discipline that has eluded me even
more than it did Churchill.

A Macintosh Powerbook, mating up with our present Macintosh systems,
will speed Gail's work and travel with me when I am on the road, something
which one of our directors was recommending four years ago and which is now se-
riously needed. A new copy machine with collating abilities to replace the old
Model T version we've had since 1983 would be an equal step forward in process-
ing galleys, proofs, Finest Hour and ICS circular letters and messages. If you can
provide either, or the equivalent funds, or part of the funds, I would certainly be
glad to hear from you.

LAST WEEK HE WAS PARIAH
THIS WEEK THEY WANT TO MAKE HIM PHARAOH

London, The Independent, September 20th — "A giant head of Churchill, the size
of a house and perched on the banks of the Thames, could become Britain's an-

swer to the Statue of Liberty. The project is the inspiration of Falcon Nemon Stuart,
son of sculptor Oscar Nemon, who found plans for the statue among papers of his
late father, who created Churchill statues at Parliament, the Guildhall and
Chartwell... Mr. Nemon Stuart has already won some powerful supporters. His al-
lies include Lady Soames, Sir Winston's daughter, and his grandson, the MP Win-
ston Churchill. He also has backing from the Churchill Society ..."

TO THE EDITOR, THE INDEPENDENT:
I wish to state that neither I nor my nephew, Winston Churchill MP,

have at any time been either informed or consulted about the project for a forty
foot bust of my father, Sir Winston Churchill, to be installed on the South Bank or
other locations. The project has neither my support nor that of Winston Churchill.
-The Lady Soames, DBE

TO THE EDITOR, THE INDEPENDENT:
Contrary to your article, the International Churchill Society (United States)

knows nothing of plans for a forty-foot bust of Sir Winston on the Thames, and this
project certainly does not have our support.

Asked what he thought about monuments to him in London, Sir Winston
once remarked that if anything was created in his honour he would much prefer a
park for children to play in. Alas we are still waiting for the park.

We seem caught these days in a crossfire between "historians" who define
Churchill as a power-mad megalomaniac and "worshippers" wishing to build gi-
gantic statues of him. To paraphrase Sir Winston, there is surely some middle
ground between these two scarecrow extremes. -Richard M. Langworth, President,
ICS (United States)

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

QUOTE OF THE SEASON
"Yugoslavia, since Hitler's invasion and conquest in April 1941, had

been the scene of fearful events ...In the mountains there began again
the fierce guerrilla with which the Serbs had resisted the Turks for cen-
turies ... This confronted the Germans with a problem which could not
be solved by the mass executions of notables or persons of substance.
They found themselves confronted by desperate men who had to be hunt-
ed down in their lairs. No reprisals, however bloody, upon hostages or
villages deterred them."
WSC IN CLOSING THE RING, BOOK II, CHAPTER 9, 1951

Lady Thatcher to Deliver the 50th
Anniversary "Sinews or Peace" Speech

An ICS ana Fulton Memorial "Combined Operation"

Fulton, Missouri, March 8th and 9th

FULTON, MO., USA — ICS Hon-
orary Member The Baroness
Thatcher will speak at Westmin-
ster College on Saturday March
9th: the culminating event in a
two day commemoration of
Churchill's great speech of March
5th, 1946, when he implored
America and Britain to work to-
gether in reaching an amicable
settlement of postwar problems
with the Soviet Union, and warned
of a possible Cold War.

Friends of ICS worldwide will
receive special invitations to this
signal event, cosponsored by the
Winston Churchill Memorial and
Library and the International
Churchill Society, USA. Involving
such luminaries as David Brinkley
(who was present on the
Churchill-Truman train to Fulton
in 1946), Walter Cronkite and nu-
merous academics, this will be a
Churchillian highlight for 1996
and a memorable event every ad-
mirer of Sir Winston will wish to
attend. ICS is grateful to Memo-
rial director Judith Pugh for invit-
ing the Society's participation and
assistance in running many as-
pects of the program.

Thursday March 7th: If possi-
ble, plan to arrive at St. Louis air-
port by mid-day, to catch a special

afternoon train following the exact
Truman-Churchill rail route to
Jefferson City, where you will
check in to the headquarters hotel
and enjoy an informal reception.

Friday March 8th: An aca-
demic symposium, "The Fulton
Speech, its Aftermath and Impli-
cations," moderated by ICS Aca-
demic chair Professor James W.
Muller. Presenters will be Profes-
sor Warren Kimball, Rutgers; Pro-
fessor Paul Rahe, University of
Tulsa; Professor John Ramsden,
Westminster College; and Spencer
Warren, Washington-based writer,
followed by a round-robin discus-
sion and audience participation.
The Governor of Missouri will host
an evening reception at the State
Capitol, followed by a banquet.

Saturday March 9th: Special
coaches will transport participants
to Fulton for a tour of the
Churchill Memorial. After lun-
cheon, we will have special re-
served seats for Lady Thatcher's
speech. After a finale banquet,
coaches will transport us to Jeffer-
son City or St. Louis, with further
St. Louis coaches available on
Sunday morning.

What a memorable celebra-
tion! Watch your mail for your spe-
cial registration packet.

WAKE-UP MAN
CANBERRA, AUS., FEB. 28TH —
Getting shot down and losing a leg
might have been the end of the
war for many, but for James Cow-
ard it was barely the start. After
three weeks in hospital, the Battle
of Britain hero was posted to
Churchill, whence he was sent to
Chequers, the PM's country house.
It was his duty to determine

" whether to awaken the PM when
urgent news arrived. "I'm fed up
with being woken every night
when we go on red alert," WSC
said. "I only need to be told if there
is imminent danger."

Coward did not have to disturb
the PM, but did observe him at
close quarters. "A remarkable
man, a leader; a constant spirit of
optimism with a wit that never
flagged" is how he remembers
Churchill fifty years on.

"It was, I think, a damned silly
appointment," he says, explaining
how difficult it was to negotiate
Chequers, especially with one leg.
On his first night on duty, WSC
asked him to sit next to him at
dinner and inquired, "How did you
lose the leg?"

"Shot down," said Flight Lt.
Coward.

"In what?"
"Spitfire."
"Mark I or II?"
That there was a Mark II was

news to the flier and he said so.
Churchill then ran off production
statistics, adding, "And was your
Spitfire equipped with cannon?"

"Yes, among the first to be so
equipped, but the cannon didn't
work," Coward replied.

Churchill made notes on his
shirt cuffs~ "His mastery of detail
and his photographic memory
were quite amazing," recalls Cow-
ard, who later served in British
missions abroad, retiring with the
rank of Air Commodore. He settled
in Canberra after serving with the
British High Commission thirty
years ago. continued>»
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Of Churchill's optimism,
James Coward recalls a grim gath-
ering of VIPs at Chequers after the
fall of Singapore. Halifax mut-
tered, "This is just terrible, terri-
ble. Dreadful news." Replied
Churchill: "When you're fighting a
15-round heavyweight contest for
the championship of the world, you
have to expect to take some heavy
blows in the early rounds. But the
man with the willpower and the
resources will win in the end, and
we will win."

An example of WSC's wit,
Coward recalls, involves the night
at dinner when a staff member
came in to say Gen. de Gaulle was
on the telephone. "Oh no," groaned
WSC, "can't you put him off?
We've only started the soup." But
de Gaulle was insistent. When
Churchill returned, he remarked,
"That bloody de Gaulle had the ef-
frontery to tell me that the French
looked on him as the second Joan
of Arc. I had to remind him that
we had to burn the first."*

-THE CANBERRA TIMES
*Very possibly the origin of

WSC's famous remark that de
Gaulle "thinks he is Joan of Arc,
and the trouble is that my bishops
won't let me burn him." -Ed.

PULLING "PLUM"
OUT OF THE PUDDING
LONDON, FEBRUARY 13TH — P.G.
Wodehouse, creator of Jeeves and
Wooster, was saved from imprison-
ment in France for German collab-
oration following a personal appeal
by Winston Churchill, the Public
Record Office revealed today.
Wodehouse had made five whimsi-
cal broadcasts from Berlin to then-
neutral America at the behest of
Goebbels in the summer of 1941;
rebroadcast in Britain, the talks
caused an uproar. Put up in style
at Berlin's luxury Adlon Hotel,
and later in Paris, Wodehouse con-
tinued to produce his comic writ-
ings. German Intelligence was ru-
moured to use his work for clues to
the British character, and
parachuted agents into England

wearing spats!
WSC's plea for "Plum," then

sixty years old, was sent to French
authorities via British Ambas-
sador Alfred Duff Cooper in late
1944. If that didn't work, Churchill
said, he would intervene with Gen-
eral de Gaulle.

The PM was not motivated by
personal admiration but by home
opinion: "Wodehouse can come
back to England, live in some se-
cluded place, then go to hell as
soon as there is a vacant passage,"
he wrote the Foreign Secretary,
Anthony Eden in December 1944.
His name stinks here — but he
should not be sent to prison." The
loathing was evidently returned:
Wodehouse later called Churchill
"one of the few unpleasant person-
alities I have come across."

Anxious to please Churchill,
the French agreed to release
Wodehouse providing he left
France. Malcolm Muggeridge, then
with British Intelligence, had him
moved to hospital. George Orwell
bought him lunch. Muggeridge
later wrote: "Wodehouse's true of-
fence was to have disinterested
himself in the war." "Plum" did not
go to hell, at least not immedi-
ately: in 1947 he moved to Long Is-
land, New York. He was knighted
in January 1975, a month before
his death at 94.

BOAR BUT NOT BORE
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 15TH —
The KGB's codename for Winston
Churchill was "Boar," it was re-
vealed today by the CIA, who re-
leased four dozen messages be-
tween Russian agents in New
York and their Moscow headquar-
ters. Amusingly, the KGB dubbed
Washington "Carthage," San Fran-
cisco "Babylon" and New York City
"Tyre," names that cynics might
still like to apply, all being ancient
cities which came to ruin. Presi-
dent Roosevelt was "Kapitan."

The messages, said an official,
were instrumental in leading au-
thorities to atom spies Julius
Rosenberg ("Antenna" or "Liberal")

who, with his wife Ethel, was exe-
cuted in 1953; and to Klaus Fuchs,
who was arrested in 1950.

LIES JAMES
LOEWEN TOLD ME

Readers might be interested in
what I have noted about Churchill
in the recently published book Lies
My Teacher Told Me (New Press,
NY, 1994, $24.95) whose author,
James W. Loewen, was inter-
viewed on C-Span. His book is sup-
posed to "correct" the lies and half-
truths of the typical history text-
book, but in his three-page "chap-
ter" on Churchill, he is repeatedly
guilty of the same thing.

Loewen states: (1) Churchill
was wholly to blame for the Darda-
nelles fiasco in 1915; (2) WSC only
became Prime Minister in 1940 be-
cause nobody else wanted the job;
(3) Churchill's speeches during
1940 were ill received or even ig-
nored in Parliament and ALL of
them were delivered over the radio
by the actor Norman Shelley (who,
it came out long ago, never even
delivered one); (4) WSC was an ar-
dent appeaser like Chamberlain,
but smart enough to be so only in
private while stating his opposition
in public; and (5) Churchill's mem-
oirs of the Second World War li-
beled Chamberlain and all of his
splendid colleagues.

-WM. JOHN SHEPHERD

ITALIAN CONNECTION
During August 1944 (I think

the 19th), Winston Churchill was
visiting the Headquarters of Gen.
Mark Clark's Fifth Army near
Bologna, Italy. While he was
inspecting the U.S. troops on
board a Jeep, he received impres-
sive ovations from the people. He
remarked in a joking tone to those
accompanying him that if his
father had been born in the USA
instead of his mother, he could be
elected President by acclamation
(the Presidential campaign was on
at that time).

These words were picked up
by a member of Churchill's party,
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the Marquess Don Achille di
Lorenzo, a Neapolitan nobleman
and lieutenant of the Italian Army
seconded to Gen. E. E. Hume,
chief of the Mili tary Allied
Government, who was also liaison
officer to Gen. Mark Clark.

Don Achille hosted in his villa,
situated on a panoramic road of
Naples, the commanding officers
of the Fifth Army during i ts
Southern Italy campaign. For his
war record, he was one of the very
few Italian officers decorated with
the United States Legion of Merit
and two Bronze Stars. After the
war, Don Achille served, until
1989, as chief of the Protocol
Office of the U.S. Navy Command
in the Southern Mediterranean.

ING. PATRIZIO R. GIANGRECO,
NAPLES, ITALY

SECRET WORLD
EDINBURGH, AUGUST 10TH —
Professor David Stafford's book,
Churchill and the Secret World, is
now well under way. He writes:
"While I have not yet reached the
end, I have reached the end of the
beginning. So it was appropriate
that on April 27th, I helped cele-
brate the launch of the 1986 Pol
Roger Churchill cuvee (last issue,
plO) in the Playfair Library here
at the University of Edinburgh,
where Churchill accepted his hon-
orary degree."

ERRATA, FH #87
Page 3's caption has Wendy

Reves and the Churchills "eating"
Chateau de la Madrid; they were at
the Chateau but not eating it! In the
center column an incomplete sen-
tence should read: "The books also
contain a dedication page to her late
husband Emery, who published
WSC's works in a score of languages
over the years."

Page 37 "Barrage of Covers": ICS
has issued 46 commemorative covers
to date, not 49.

Page 38: Mr. Shepherd is Assis-
tant Archivist, not Professor of His-
tory at Catholic University. We have
twice miscredited him — our fault.

There's Safety in Humbers:
Some Notes about the Churchills7 Motorcars

ABOVE: The alleged ex-Churchill Vanden Plas Princess 4 Litre R before the
banger car race (left), and a factory photo of what it looked like when new
(right). BELOW: Rootes of London marks Sir Winston's passing with the new
Humber Imperial, 1965 (left); a Humber Hawk Estate similar to Churchill's
(right). BOTTOM: Joe Bullock with WSC's Humber Pullman at Hyde Park Gate.

H E D N E S F O R D ,
STAFFS., UK, JULY
4TH, 1994 — A Vanden
Plas Princess 4 Litre
R alleged to have be-
longed to Sir Winston
was destroyed in a
"banger car race" ("de-
molition derby" in
North America), drawing a protest
from Nick Larkin of Popular Clas-
sics: "There were only about ten of
these cars made. It is terribly sad."
ICS hon. member Anthony Mon-
tague Browne said, "Churchill took
little interest in cars," but was
challenged by John Bullock, a for-
mer Rootes Group employee, who
suggests that Humber was WSC's
favourite make in later life. When
Rootes killed off the Humber Pull-
man, Bullock says, Churchill was
livid, asking the Chairman, Lord
Rootes, "What did you do that for?
It is the only car I can stretch out
in." (Rootes found a secondhand

Pullman and sent it to WSC.)
Bullock added that on another

occasion Lord Rootes, driving a
prototype Humber estate car (sta-
tion wagon), visited Chartwell to
buy some pigs. WSC's eyes lit up:
"Just what I need for my painting
holiday — I'll have one!" Rootes ex-
plained that the car was not yet in
production. "In that case, no pigs,"
replied Churchill. After negotia-
tion, according to Bullock, Lord
Rootes + pigs left in another vehi-
cle and WSC kept the Humber.

Some of this does not r ing
t rue . The 4 Litre R (a deluxe
Austin with a Rolls- continued>»
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Churchill Cars cont'd... Churchill $ England Q6: The 8th Churchill
Royce engine) was first placed on nri 1.1 i Oil T i #• 7 fy f

sale in 1964 - so Sir Winston's lour and tne Uth international Conference,
ownership could only have been England, September 26th-October 7th, 1006fleeting, although his wife could
have had one for awhile. Austin
built 7,087 4 Litre Rs, not ten —
so the car is hardly scarce.

"The 'pig story' also sounds
unlikely," comments former
Churchill secretary and first
Chartwell administrator, ICS hon.
member Grace Hamblin: "It is
true, however, that Sir William
Rootes supplied Sir Winston with
a Humber Estate." Miss Hamblin
thinks the gift was made "around
the time of Sir Winston's eightieth
birthday, in 1954." Since the first
production Humber estate car, the
Hawk Mark VIA, was built in
1956, it's possible that a prototype
was in existence in time for the
1954 birthday present.)

Coincidentally, one of Sir Win-
ston's chauffeurs was named Joe
Bullock. Miss Hamblin remem-
bers: "Once on being asked which
car he would like to travel in, his
reply was, 'I'll have the Bullock
cart.'"

THE TOUR:
26th: London

arrival, reception
and dinner.

27-8th: To
Dorchester,
Churchill home-
sites, Pool Pot-
tery, Malbor-
ough's birthplace,
Lawrence's Cot-
tage, etc.

29th-30th:
To Exeter, with further explorations
of the ancient Churchill sites and a
West Country ICS banquet.

lst-3rd: Headquartered at the de-
lightful Old Bell at Hurley on the
Thames, we visit Ditchley and Bletch-
ley, enjoy a luncheon at the home of
Celia Sandys and her husband Ken
Perkins; visit Cotswold byways, the
gravesite at Bladon, capping all with
a gala black tie Blenheim Award ban-
quet at Blenheim Palace Thursday.

4th-6th: On to the conference! The
tour price, comparable to previous
tours, includes conference expenses.

Full details next issue. To pre-
register now, contact the editor at
(603) 746-4433 or fax 746-4260.

Ashdown Park, East Grinstead, Sussex: tentative conference site.

THE CONFERENCE:
Fri 4th: at Chartwell, hosted by

Lady Soames and Celia Sandys; lun-
cheon and speaker. A visit to Lullen-
den (the Churchills' first country
home). Exhibits and fellowship at an
informal dinner evening at the head-
quarters hotel nearby.

Sat 5th: Academic panels;
Jonathan Aitken MP on Churchill and
Beaverbrook; Wendy Reves will pre-
sent the Reves Award; banquet with
our most distinguished chief speaker,
to be divulged in due course.

Sun 6th: optional walking tour of
Churchill's London with Sir Martin
Gilbert. (Return flights Monday).

The Conference will be affordable,
requiring a small registration fee with
dinners optional and alternate B&Bs
to the HQ hotel. Full details in our
n e x t i s s u ^ S A V E T H 0 S E D A T E S !

Already working on her sequel to The Young Churchill (From Winston With Love and Kisses), Celia and her
family travelled to South Africa in June, finding a host of key people. Left to right: with Judge Louis
Weyers, President Smuts's grandson; Celia, Alexander and Sophie with Errol Dewsnap, grandson of the
mine engineer who hid Churchill at Witbank Colliery in 1899; with Charles Wagner and Mollie Buchanan,
grandson and granddaughter of Charles Wagner, engineer of the armoured train; Alexander atop the ridge
which his great-grandfather climbed, from the plain below, twice in one day during the battle of Spion Kop.

elm Sandys s Research lnp to
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THE THINGS THEY SAY,
PARTS 1,749 & 1,750
PHILADELPHIA, OCT 1994 — One
Adrian Bell, writing to the
Philadelphia Inquirer, said that if
Churchill "had been a little wiser
in 1911, or 1919, neither World
War II nor the Korean, Vietnam
nor Persian Gulf wars would have
happened, nor the drug explosion,
nor the vast [American] deficit."

In 1911, Bell continues, Sun
Yat-sen offered to teach the Chi-
nese English, and Bernard Shaw
favored this but Churchill quashed
it. "If not for Churchill, the Chi-
nese masses would have been our
friends for the last 83 years, and
Japan would never have dared to
invade China in 1931, to get natu-
ral resources to become powerful
enough to attack Pearl Harbor.
[Then] in 1919, Churchill "ap-
proved severe punishment of Ger-
many. This caused starvation, in-
flation and unemployment, lead-
ing to the rise of Hitler."

As to Sun Yat-sen, we knew
the devil Churchill was involved in
that dastardly plot! As to starving
Germany, we knew that the En-
glish politician who urged the
despatch of food to starving Ger-
mans in 1918 and protested their
harsh treatment by the peace
treaty was an imposter, and not
Winston Churchill as the newspa-
pers said. Glad to get the facts out!
(Thanks for this piece of "intelli-
gence" to Stephen Holstad.)

DENVER, JANUARY 5TH — One
Michael Parenti, in a speech
broadcast by American National
Public Radio, lamented the way
history is routinely bent and lied
about. In a lengthy denunciation of
the sins of Western Civilization,
Parenti said that Churchill told
the Tories they'd be well handled
by history because he would write
that history himself.

In fact, what WSC actually
said ("I prefer to leave the past to
history, especially since I shall
write that history myself) had

nothing to do with the Tories, nor
was he threatening to lie about the
past. His remark, in the Com-
mons, was a humorous one, and
everyone laughed including the
Labour MPs. Parenti should prac-
tice what he preaches.

CIGAR AFICIONADO
NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 15 —

The Autumn
issue of this ele-
gant magazine
contains a good
piece on WSC by
ICS Friend Peter
Welsh, photos
contributed by
ICS, and a "tast-

ing" of sure ninety Churchill-size
cigars. Also of interest is a profile
of 1995 Conference speaker Arthur
M. Schlesinger, Jr. The magazine
is widely available on newsstands
and tobacco shops at $4.95/£4.

DRESDEN & ROTTERDAM
"In Holland particularly, acts

of long prepared treachery and

brutality culminated in the mas-
sacre of Rotterdam, where many
thousands of Dutchmen were
slaughtered, and an important
part of the city destroyed." -WSC,
Their Finest Hour (1949 p262).

FEBRUARY— The 50th anniver-
sary of the bombing of Dresden (a
communications center and vital
target) caused a media frenzy,
though the 50th anniversary of the
attack on Rotterdam (no strategic
importance whatsoever) went un-
remarked five years ago. We need
to consider why this is so, and
whether, in deploring the fact that
war is hell, we give in too easily to
those who equate Britain and
America with Nazi Germany.

During the bombing of the
Ruhr, Churchill asked his col-
leagues, "Are we beasts? Are we
taking this too far?" No such moral
qualms were uttered by Hitler
who, while Dresden was being
bombed, was sending V-2 rockets
to wreak havoc on London with
every delight. End of debate.

Cyril Noel Davies

Aformer New Scotland Yard detective
inspector who served Winston

Churchill as bodyguard during the Second
World War, Cyril Davies passed away
peacefully on July 26th. He leaves a
widow, daughter and a granddaughter.

Mr. Davies was present at numerous
historic occasions and met President
Roosevelt and Marshal Stalin at Yalta in
1945; he also met Haile Selassie of
Ethiopia, King Ibn Saud of Saudi Arabia, Mackenzie King of Canada
and Presidents Truman and Eisenhower.

Along with many other Friends of ICS at the Ninth
International Churchill Conference in 1992, I had the pleasure of
meeting the smiling, upbeat Cyril Davies, who was always willing to
reminisce about his historic experiences. Led by our Patron, Lady
Soames, several friends of the International Churchill Societies in
both Britain and the United States have written to say what plea-
sure they had in knowing him and how much they enjoyed his
acquaintance. Writes Jean Davies: "My husband joined the
Metropolitan Police in 1929 and retired in 1954. So glad he met so
many in ICS, it makes everything a little more personal." -RML
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READER ADVERTS
• FOR SALE: The Arthur Pan

portrait of Sir Winston in a handsome
frame. Best offer. Cdr. Harold Feeney,
USN(ret), 3442 Aransas St., Corpus
Christi TX 78411, tel (512) 854-6115.

• PHILATELISTS who are
members of the American Philatelic
Society (APS) please let us hear from
you; ICS is taking a survey for the
APS. -Editor

Small adverts are free; send to the editor.

WSC'S MARRAKESH
LONDON — Piers Brendon, new
Archivist of the Churchill Archives
in Churchill College Cambridge,
will lead a four-day tour of Mar-
rakesh, Morocco on December 8-
12th being run by Classic Tours,
148 Curtain Road, London EC2A
3AR (tel. 0171-613-4441). The cost
based on double occupancy is £695
per person with a single supple-
ment of £85. This includes four
nights' accommodation at the Im-
perial Borj in Marrakesh, return
flights with Royal Air Maroc, two
excursions to the Atlas mountains,
Moroccan dinner and tour of
Churchill's favored Mamounia
Hotel, a walking tour of the Old
City, and Dr. Brendon's services.

Churchill described Mar-
rakesh to Franklin Roosevelt as
"the most lovely spot in the whole
world" and took the President
there after the Casablanca Confer-
ence to watch the sunset over the
Atlas Mountains. Classic Tours de-
scribes the trip as "a marvellously
enjoyable short holiday." Anyone
interested should contact Classic
Tours. This tour is not affiliated
with the Churchill Societies.

CARD GALLERY
KANSAS CITY, MO., USA — The
Hallmark Visitor's Center cele-
brates the card company's 85th
Anniversary this year with a spe-
cial exhibit of cards from Hallmark
history including the famous line
of cards bearing Churchill's paint-
ings. Admission is free. Contact
Crown Center Complex, tel. (816)
274-3613.

BENELUX POSTCARDS:
Friend of ICS Doeke J. Oostra
sends us the cards at right (Dutch,
early postwar) and below (Belgian,
by Delacre Produits, Brussels).

ICS Local & National
Society Reactivated in Ohio

Friends in Ohio now have the opportunity of Churchill activities in two
places, thanks to Don Jakeway, Ohio State Director of Development in

Columbus, and Michael McMenamin, a Cleveland attorney who
writes eruditely on Churchill subjects in these and other pages.

The Cleveland group had a successful inaugural meeting June 28th,
and a follow-up on October 3rd, when Friends were asked to take the
position of any Churchill contemporary (from Chamberlain to Lloyd

George to Beaverbrook to Halifax to Attlee) on the current fad-theory
that "appeasement in the 1930s was the only road open to a statesman
wishing to preserve the Empire." (We can't wait for the proceedings.)

For further information on Cleveland activities contact Michael
McMenamin, 1300 Terminal Tower, Cleveland OH 44113 tel. (216)

781-1212. In Columbus, Don Jakeway has formed a committee and is
making plans for similar activity. Contact him at 3667 Scioto Run

Blvd., Hilliard OH, tel. (614) 777-4851.

ANCHORAGE, JULY 26th
ICS Alaska gathered tonight

at the Hotel Captain Cook to mark
the fiftieth anniversary of the
PM's resignation. (Clementine: "It
may well be a blessing in dis-
guise." WSC: "At the moment, it
seems quite effectively disguised.")
The sponsors were Walter J.
Featherly III, James W. Muller,
Paul S. Ubl and Edward A.
Wicher. A bit early for ICS Alaska,
but Prof. Muller left in mid-
September for a three-month sab-
batical, returning only for the
Boston Conference in October. His
temporary address: Flat 10, Shep-
pard Flats, Churchill College Cam-
bridge CB3 ODS, England.

WASHINGTON, JULY 20th
At the second annual ICS pic-

nic, hosted by Jon and Sharon
Hotzman, we discussed VE-Day
celebrations in London. Dan
Borinsky, John Mather and Aida
Schoenfeld noted the enthusiastic
celebrations in the UK and the
great ICS Imperial War Museum
dinner (FH 87). On October 19th,
ICS Washington sponsored a din-
ner for Celia Sandys, the first stop
on her tour of introduction of The
Young Churchill, the American
Edition of her book From Winston
With Love and Kisses. For details
on upcoming Washington area ac-
tivities telephone Ron Helgemo at
(703)476-4693. $
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WIT AND WISDOM

"Democracy is the worst system of govern-
ment, except for all the other systems..."

From Captain Stephen Reinert-
sen, USN, Carmel Valley,

Calif.: "I am writing a book and
wish to quote Churchill's comment
that democracy was the worst sys-
tem, except for the other systems.
Can you provide attribution?"

This remark came in
Churchill's speech on the Parlia-
ment Bill of 1947, House of Com-
mons, 11 November 1947, by
which the Labour Government fur-
ther limited the power of the
House of Lords by amending the
1911 Parliament Act:

"Many forms of Govern-
ment have been tried, and
will be tried in this world of
sin and woe. No one pretends
that democracy is perfect or
all-wise. Indeed it has been
said that democracy is the
worst form of Government ex-
cept for all those other forms
that have been tried from
time to time; but there is the
broad feeling in our country
that the people should rule,
continuously rule, and that
public opinion, expressed by
all constitutional means,
should shape, guide and con-
trol the actions of Ministers
who are their servants and
not their masters."

The words "it has been said"
are interesting. WSC had a photo-
graphic memory — so this might
mean he'd said it earlier and was
quoting himself (not uncommon)
or that he had read a comment by
someone else. Yet all references to
this line credit the speech of
HNov47. It may be found chrono-
logically in Europe Unite (London:
Cassell and Boston: Houghton Mif-
flin, 1950) and in the Complete
Speeches (London: Chelsea House
and New York: Bowker, 1974).

WSC leaving 28 Hyde Park Gate for
Ascot, c. mid-1950s (can any reader
supply the date?). Keystone Press
Agency photo courtesy Capt. Winston
G. Churchill, USCG(ret), California.

Strong Drink Rageth

Salt Lake City, July 26th — As a
Mormon missionary in Eng-

land forty-one years ago, Rodney
H. Brady was faced with a
dilemma as he stood face-to-face
with one of his heroes: Sir Winston
Churchill. The 20-minute meeting,
at Chartwell, was arranged by a
mutual friend who knew of the
young Utahn's admiration for the
World War II leader.

Within the first few minutes,
Churchill handed the young mis-
sionary a trademark cigar and of-
fered him a whisky and soda.
Brady's religion eschews tobacco
and alcohol, so he declined the

drink. Churchill found him some
lemonade instead. But the star-
struck Brady stuck the Cuban
cigar into the pocket of his crisp,
starched white shirt. Today, the
crumbling stogie rests in a sealed
tube, displayed prominently in a
display case in Brady's top-floor of-
fice at Bonneville International,
the broadcasting arm of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints.

-John Keahey
The Salt Lake Tribune

This article, sent us by Jonah
Triebwasser, coincides with the
same memory by hon. member An-
thony Montague Browne, WSC's
last private secretary, in his mem-
oirs, Long Sunset (available from
the New Book Service for $29, to
be reviewed next issue).

Brady and another Mormon
had been brought to Chartwell by
a German brewer from Tubingen,
who had come to thank him for
supplying penicillin for his city in
1945. Montague Browne reports
the following conversation:

Brady: "May I have water,
Sir Winston? Lions drink it."

WSC (sotto voce): "Asses
drink it too."

Brady (austerely): "Strong
drink rageth and stingeth
like a serpent."

WSC: "I have long been
looking for a drink like
that."

After they had left, writes Mon-
tague Browne, "I congratulated
WSC on his side of this cross-talk.
'None of it was original. They just
fed me a music-hall chance,' he
.replied with a grin."

• "Wit and Wisdom" distills quips,
comments and asides of the great
man. Contributions welcome. $3
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FRIENDS OF 1CS
James Muller at Chartwell (photo by Ragnwald Muller)

than just the subjects he wrote
about. Churchill's writings show
his development as a statesman;
they provide insights into his char-
acter; and they give the reader a
better understanding of politics.

"I find Churchill a better guide
to understanding political history
and political questions than most
political scientists who don't have
the kind of experience he has and
who are more likely to have their
work polluted by bad theories,
which Churchill was very innocent
of," Muller says. "Churchill based
his political understanding very
much on his understanding of men
and events, which he studied with
a discerning eye.

The bright academic cast of Churchill Society events past,
present and future is owed in large degree to North
American academic advisory panel chairman, Professor
James W. Muller of the University of Alaska Anchorage,
who sees Churchill first and foremost as a writer.
BY SHELLY SANDERFORD, UAA SCIARTS
PHOTO COURTESY RANGNALD MULLER

AS a young graduate student
at Harvard, James
Muller would sometimes

play hooky from writing his disser-
tation on Montesquieu. Needing a
break from the 18th century politi-
cal philosopher, he began reading
the 20th century works of Winston
Churchill. Churchill's essay "Fifty
Year Hence," written in 1932, fas-
cinated Muller because it was com-
posed almost exactly fifty years be-
fore, and the author describes test
tube babies and nuclear weapons
and contemplates their effects on
the future of politics. (Available for
$10 from ICS Stores, address p. 2.)

That was ten years ago, but
Muller, a political science profes-

sor at UAA, is still fascinated by
Churchill's books. Muller was
drawn to Churchill's writings be-
cause they grappled with political
philosophy in a practical and
unique way. Now he is writing a
book that gazes back at Churchill's
career and settles on his writings
as its locus. Muller calls his book a
comprehensive introduction to
Churchill's writing. "Churchill's
books are not studied enough,'
Muller says, "not even by people
who study Churchill."

After delving into Churchill's
histories, biographies, autobiogra-
phies, philosophical treatises and
his one novel (Savrola), Muller
concluded there was more to learn
from the British leader's books

"Churchill really begins with
the common sense understanding
of a citizen and deepens it by
adding the political understanding
of a statesman, then rises above
that by adding the curiosity and
contemplation of somebody with a
philosophical bent of mind. I
wouldn't say he was a philosopher,
but he did philosophize at least in
some ways and up to a point.
That's quite unusual for a politi-
cian. Indeed it is quite unusual for
anyone."

Shortly after getting his Ph.D.
in political science from Harvard
in 1982, Muller came to UAA to
teach political science. He served
as the chair of the Department of
Political Science from 1986 to
1988.
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"There are secrets too mysterious for man
in his present state to know; secrets which once
penetrated may be fatal to human happiness
and glory. But the busy hands of the scientists
are already fumbling with the keys of all the
chambers hitherto forbidden to mankind.

"Without an equal growth of Mercy, Pity,
Peace and Love, Science herself may destroy
all that makes life majestic and tolerable."

Winston Churchill, "Fifty Years Hence" (1932)

Sitting in his office, Muller ex-
plains what readers will learn
from his book that they won't
learn from historian Martin
Gilbert's eight-volume official biog-
raphy, which Muller both read and
admired. "Gilbert doesn't treat
Churchill primarily as a writer,"
Muller says, pointing to a shelf of
Churchill's works. "If you read my
book, you'll find out what his fa-
vorite Champagne was and a few
other odd sorts of things, but the
focus is on what he wrote."

Muller has titled his book The
Education of Winston Churchill, a
reference not only to the education
Churchill gives his readers
through his books, but also to the
unconventional way he learned
about politics. "Every time
Churchill wanted to get right to
the bottom of a political question
he thought was very important, he
would sit down and write a book
about it," Muller says.

Churchill wrote over forty books
(comprising sixty-four volumes),
more than 500 articles and hun-
dreds of uncollected speeches and
state papers. In all, he wrote more
than eight million words.

But it is the quality of his writ-
ings, not the quantity, that lures
Muller. "I don't think you have to
drag yourself to your chair to begin
reading them," Muller says.
"They're always exciting and color-

ful. He uses the English language
beautifully." Churchill won the
Nobel Prize for literature in 1953,
five years after the release of his
six-volume The Second World War
— not for that work alone but for
his literary totality.

Churchill may have written
books better to understand poli-
tics, but, conversely, his vast polit-
ical experience helped him under-
stand history, adding depth and
uniqueness to his books. At vari-
ous times in his life he was a sol-
dier, journalist, President of the
Board of Trade, Member of Parlia-
ment, First Lord of the Admiralty,
Minister of Munitions, Secretary
of State for War and Air, Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer, and, of
course, twice Prime Minister.

One of his most significant and
ambitious works is a mammoth bi-
ography of John Churchill, Duke
of Marlborough, his ancestor. "He
was the Churchill for whom a
grateful country built this amaz-
ing palace called Blenheim,"
Muller says. The estate was
named after the village in Ger-
many where the Duke won his
great victory against the French
and Bavarians in 1704.

The eminent 19th century histo-
rian Thomas Macaulay had con-
demned Marlborough for being
scheming and avaricious. "Churc-
hill was put off from writing the

biography of Marlborough because
he was afraid his ancestor wasn't
really a very admirable character,"
says Muller. But Churchill discov-
ered Macaulay's view of history
was often one sided. Marlborough:
His Life and Times is Churchill's
defense of his great ancestor and
illustrates Churchill's approach to
writing.

"He began to visit the battle-
fields," Muller says. "He also hired
a number of bright young Oxford
graduate students as research as-
sistants. What these trained histo-
rians found was that they could go
and read lots of books on the pe-
riod and on the characters in-
volved and so on, but when they
talked about it to Churchill, it
turned out he understood the po-
litical situation much better than
they did. The reason was that he
had so much experience in politics.

"And so Churchill could grasp
the situation in a way that wasn't
immediately obvious to people who
did not have as much experience
in history. And often his interpre-
tation of what had happened was
quite original.

"Churchill reinvestigated all the
political disputes that Marlbor-
ough was involved in and reana-
lyzed his motives, and although
Marlborough was concerned about
supporting his family, he wasn't
corrupt and moneygrubbing, as
Macaulay had thought, and he
was genuinely concerned with
Britain and defeating France."

During the 1988-89 academic
year, Muller took a sabbatical to
be an academic visitor in the De-
partment of Government at the
London School of Economics and
Political Science. Naturally, he
toured as many Churchill land-
marks as he could and took along
his bride. "Judith says she had a
wedding trip with two men. Me
and Winston Churchill."
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ICS People...
But Muller was no casual

tourist. When he went to Chur-
chill's haunts, he was trying to un-
derstand the forces that shaped
the man, and he uses the phrase,
"getting a sense of what it was
like," frequently when he remi-
nisces. He journeyed to Blenheim
Palace, where Churchill was born.
He walked the grounds of
Chartwell, Churchill's beloved
home where he did much of his
writing. He visited all four of
Churchill's schools, including the
Royal Military Academy at Sand-
hurst, and Harrow, the legendary
English preparatory school.

Harrow, Churchill's third
school, is where he finally came
into his own, says Muller. Chur-
chill refused to learn Greek at
Harrow, but he did learn the
school songs, which he liked to
sing long after he graduated. In
December 1940, while England
struggled to stop Hitler, Churchill,
then prime minister, returned to
Harrow to be with the boys as they

sang the songs that celebrated tra-
dition, patriotism and valor. As he
listened to the stirring verses,
Churchill wept.

Much of the landscape sur-
rounding Harrow has changed
since World War II, and even more
since Churchill went there, but the
boys still sing. "My wife and I went
to Harrow and met the Headmas-
ter," Muller says. "We were invited
to a program of the school songs.
We wanted to hear the songs that
were so important to Churchill."

When the Headmaster of Har-
row and his wife came to Anchor-
age, Jim Muller arranged for a
chorus to sing for his guests the
same verses that had made Win-
ston Churchill weep more than
fifty years ago. $3

Professor Muller is on a brief sab-
batical at Churchill College Cam-
bridge, and at this moment immersed
in the archives. This article is
reprinted by kind permission of
SciArts, a student publication of the
University of Alaska, Anchorage, De-
partment of Journalism and Public
Communications.

Riddles, Mysteries, Enigmas
Q» / am trying to locate video

• footage of Winston Churchill
delivering his speeches. Do you know of
any? — MICHAEL SCHWARTZ, PO BOX 1942,
PACIFIC PALISADES CA 90272 USA

A. The best single source is "The
• Speeches of Winston Chur-

chill," an MPI Home Video release,
ISBN 1-55607-036-5. This captures
quite a few speeches (not in entirety:
no video we know does) including the
one before a joint session of Congress
in 1952. Incidentally, anent the 1952
speech, David Freeman of Placentia,
California, reports that the line we
questioned in an earlier edition of this
column goes as follows: "I have not
come here to ask you for money,
[laughter and applause] ... to ask you
for money to make life more comfort-
able or easier for us in Britain. Our
standards of life are our own business
and we can only keep our self-respect
and independence by looking after

them ourselves." David says there is
no indication that Churchill followed
the word money with the sotto voce re-
mark "for myself," which we had heard
brought the house down. However, it
could have easily been edited out of
the film.

Q . Could you tell me Churchill's
• height and weight at maturity?

What color were his eyes? I've seen
hundreds of photos of him, but few of
him smiling. Were his teeth bad or dis-
colored from all the cigars? Did he
wear dentures? — DAVID BILLINGSLEY,

LEXINGTON KY USA

A. Height figures we've seen range
• between 5'6 1/2" and 5'9"; the

latter is from his passport, but he may
have "shrunk" a bit in very old age.
Weights we've seen range between 180
(12 stone 12 lb) and 220 (15 stone 10
lb) but we believe this varied; he was
relatively trim during the 1940s. Eyes,

watery light blue. There are many
photos of WSC smiling and he did not
have bad teeth, but we don't know if
he wore dentures; we rather expect he
did. Comment on this would be appre-
ciated.

Q» / have a short note by Winston
• Churchill on his birthday in

1948. It has the House of Commons
seal in the upper lefthand corner and
seems to match Churchill's handwrit-
ing, but it is unaddressed either in type
or in holograph.

A • Your letter is one of thousands
•£*•* of very well-produced facsimile
holographs which were sent out by
Churchill's secretariat to the thou-
sands who sent him annual birthday
greetings; similar letters were also
produced on other occasions. The
wording is purposely vague unless it
refers to his birthday. A few of the let-
ters carry the addressee's name and
address typed at lower right, but they
are all of a type. A nice one, framed, is
worth perhaps $50/£30.

Q« / purchased the fine ICS print
* of Mortimer Menpes's painting

of the young Churchill (also seen on the
cover of Finest Hour 79). According to
the FH description, it was taken from
Menpes's book, War Impressions. / am
anxious to know the history of the
painting and of Mortimer Menpes.
How scarce is the book?

A • Fairly scarce, to answer the
•*•*•• last question first. We would
be glad to have some words about
Menpes and his relationship with
Churchill from any reader who can
help.

MORE RIDDLES TO BE SOLVED:
HELP REQUESTED

Q * Can you help me determine if
• it was Winston Churchill who

called the Scots "bloody picts"? If so,
what were the circumstances.

— ELAINE A. LEAK, GARFIELD, NJ USA

Q * During World War II, I under-
• stand that Australia's Prime

Minister, John Curtin, signed his
name on an Australian Red Ensign (its
design is the same as Australia's na-
tional flag except that the field is red
not blue), and this flag was also signed
by President Roosevelt and WSC and
given to the latter. Can anyone tell us
where it is — at Chartwell perhaps?
[Haven't seen it there. -Ed.]
— DAVID J. BULL, DEAKIN, ACT, AUSTRALIA

continued on page 43
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Durban, 1899: The Desperado Speaks
Churchill's obscure speeches after he popped up in Durban,
following his epic escape from the Pretoria prison, are little

known, and unpublished in the usual sources.

FROM THE NATAL MERCURY, MONDAY, 23 DECEMBER 1899
COPYRIGHT ©WINSTON S. CHURCHILL, MP

Editor's note: In past issues readers have asked for
transcripts of Churchill's words on arriving in Dur-
ban, hero of the hour, following his adventurous es-
cape from the Staats Model Schools in Pretoria,
where he had been imprisoned in December 1899
after being taken captive in the armoured train skir-
mish. (He had taken part in the rescue of the train
with rather more than the standard war correspon-
dents' non-partisanship.) Whilst several readers have
directed us to these words, the following transcript
comes from the files of the late Dalton Newfield, past
president oflCS and editor of Finest Hour 1970-75.

1. Speech from a Riksha, 23 Dec. 1899

INEED not say what a surprise it has been to me
on arriving at this port to find such a hearty and
pleasant welcome awaiting me. [Cheers, and a

voice: "It's a British Colony.] I need not say it is a
source of great satisfaction and pleasure to me.
["Hear, Hear."] We are in the midst of a fierce strug-
gle with vast military power, which has grown up in
the heart of this country, which is resolved at all
costs to gratify its reckless ambition by beating the
British out of South Africa. [Cries of "Never" and a
voice, "Never, while we have such fine fellows as
you."] It is for the people of South Africa, for those of
the Cape Colony, and those in Natal to say whether
or not the British flag is going to be hauled down in
this country. ["Never."] When I see around me such a
crowd as this, such determination and such enthusi-
asm, I am satisfied that, no matter what the difficul-
ties, no matter what the dangers and what the force
they may bring against us, we shall be successful in
the end. [Cheers and a voice, "God bless you, my
boy."] Because our cause is a just and right one, be-
cause we strike for equal rights for every man in
South Africa, and because we are representing the
forces of civilisation and progress, in the end we must
bear down these reactionary Republics that menace
our peace [Cheers.] — and when this war is over, and
the British arms shall be victorious, you will see in
this country the beginning of a new era, when peace
and prosperity shall reign, so that the Cape may be
in fact as well as in name a Cape of Good Hope.
[Tremendous cheers.]

2. Speech at Durban Town Hall, 23 Dec. 1899

INEED not say how deeply grateful I am for the
great kindness you have shown in your welcome
to me. When I see this great demonstration, I re-

gard it not only as a personal kindness to me, and as
a demonstration of hospitality to a stranger [Voices,
"You're not a stranger."] bu t as a token of the un-
flinching and unswerving determination of this
Colony to throw itself into the prosecution of the war.
[Cheers.] I am delighted and glad to think I have had
the honour of seeing so many gallant Colonists here
to-day, some of whom have been at the front fighting,
and others of whom have relations or friends at the
front, but all of whom, of whatever sex and of what-
ever age, have thrown their hear ts into the struggle
which we mean to wage to the bitter end. [Cheers.]
This is not the time for a long speech. We have got
outside the region of words; we have got to the re-
gion of action. We are now in the region of war, and
in this war we have not yet arrived at the half-way
house. ["Hear, hear."] But with the determination of
a great Empire surrounded by Colonies of unprece-
dented loyalty we shall carry our policy to a success-
ful conclusion, and under the old Union Flag there
will be an era of peace, purity, liberty, equality and
good Government in South Africa. [Cheers.] I t hank
you once again for your great kindness. I am sure I
feel within myself a personal measure of tha t grati-
tude which every Englishman who loves his country
must feel towards the loyal and devoted Colonists of
Natal. [Tremendous Cheers.] $J
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Chartwell Revisited
Returning to her grandfather's beloved home brings

back vivid memories for Celia Sandys
BY MADELEINE KINGSLEY • PHOTOS BY CHARLES HOPKINSON

REPRINTED BY PERMISSION OF HELLO MAGAZINE, 1994

Sitting at Sir Winston's desk. The large framed photos from left to right are: Mary, Jan Smuts, Diana, Minnie Churchill,
Randolph, WSC's brother Jack, Lady Churchill and Sarah. "Klops," for hole-punching manuscripts, are in foreground.

LAST November marked the 120th anniversary
of Winston Churchill's birth, and family,
friends, admirers and scholars of WSC gath-

ered in London to honour his memory.
The child, destined to give Britain her finest

wartime hour, had an unpromising start in life.
"Winston was born some seven weeks prema-

turely, after his twenty-year-old mother Lady Ran-
dolph had a fall while out shooting," says Churchill's
granddaughter Celia Sandys, daughter of Diana
(Winston's eldest daughter) and Lord Duncan-

Celia Sandys is a Trustee of ICS (UK and USA) and cele-
brates the launch of the US edition of her book, "The
Young Churchill," with an American tour this autumn.

Sandys. She was one of forty-five descendants at the
Savoy last November who toasted the great man
with his favourite Champagne. "So although he was
born in a palace (Blenheim being his father's ances-
tral home), there was no fine physician on hand, as
planned, no whiff of pain-killing chloroform. Nothing,
not even a cradle or a tiny vest, had been prepared."
The future, most famous Prime Minister of the cen-
tury, was dressed in baby clothes hastily borrowed
from a local solicitor's wife.

As a boy, Winston was frail in health and seem-
ingly accident-prone. "He could also be," says Celia,
"naughty and bumptious, inclined to put people's
backs up. Pronounced 'difficult to manage,' he once
rang for the maid and instructed her to 'take away
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this governess' because she was Very cross'."
He barely scraped into his public school, Harrow,

and he was only accepted into officer training at
Sandhurst on his third exam attempt.

Charming, energetic and determined like her fa-
mous forbear, Celia, at 52 is still as strikingly red-
headed as Winston in boyhood. And if she's feeling a
particularly keen bond with her much-loved grand-

also been busy planning a new home in the Saver-
nake Forest, where the family recently moved.

"We built an oak-framed house," she explains,
"round an existing two-up-two-down cottage. So ide-
ally I might rather have waited to write the book
until we were settled and the children a little older.
Intrigued by my research, they tended to run off with
pictures from my desk for their scrapbooks! But once

Visiting Chartwell was a magical part ofCelia's childhood, and revisiting it has revived many happy memories. In the li-
brary Celia shows Alexander (eight) and Sophie (six) their great-grandfather's trademark cigar, with "belly-bando."

papa just now it's because, like him, she's turned his-
torical author. Celia's first book, an entrancing ac-
count of Churchill's childhood, has just been pub-
lished.

From Winston With Love and Kisses (The Young
Churchill as published this autumn in the USA) tells
the story of Winston's early years through his letters
home, many of them reproduced in his own youthful
and (to his parents' disapproval) sometimes spidery
script.

Celia took two years to write her book, which is
scarcely surprising since she had two late babies by
her third husband Major General Ken Perkins, and
is still very much involved in raising Alexander,
nine, and seven-year-old Sophie. She and Ken have

it occurred to me that nobody had really looked at
Churchill's childhood and the influence it exerted on
his later life, I thought I had better — as my grand-
father would have put it — get on with the job, before
someone else saw the same unique opportunity."

But Celia's affection for her illustrious grandpapa
isn't born of family history alone. She has her own
live memories of Churchill in the twilight of his
ninety years. "My grandparents' country home at
Chartwell in Kent was a major and magical part of
my childhood. With my sister and brother I spent
many holidays there, just as Winston had spent
many holidays with his Marlborough grandparents
at Blenheim. And to us Grandpapa wasn't an awe-
some national figurehead. He was the practical
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"He had to battle for affection,
for health, and later for
recognition."

grandfather who'd devised all the waterworks for his
goldfish pond and built the outdoor swimming pool
which, far ahead of its time in the Fifties, he actually
kept heated. He laid bricks for the walled garden; he
really adored the place. 'A day away from Chartwell,'
he said, 'is a day wasted'."

Every morning, Celia remembers, the three
Sandys grandchildren would visit their grandparents
to say good morning as they breakfasted in separate
bedrooms. "Our grandmother Clementine would be
reading the newspapers in white cotton gloves so the
print didn't come off on her hands. We never saw her
looking anything but utterly beautiful. Grandpapa
would have read the papers already, having had
them sent down from London the night before. He
would be well into work, reading in the company of
his brown poodle Rufus and his budgerigar Toby."

Revisiting Chartwell on a bright autumn morning
is for Celia a true trip down memory lane. After forty
years in the family, Chartwell passed to the National
Trust, so this is a rare chance to show Sophie and
Alexander round the place that meant so much to
her.

How did Chartwell come to the Churchills? The
story goes, says Celia, that one day in 1922 shortly
after Clementine had produced her youngest child
Mary, Churchill piled the eldest three into his well-
worn Wolseley. They were going out for the day, he
said, to look at a house he was thinking of buying.
The more the children saw of the mysterious, over-
grown estate, the more they begged their father to
buy it. "It was typical of my grandfather." says Celia,
"that only when back in London did he tell the chil-
dren that Chartwell was already theirs."

Entranced by the panoramic views across Kent's
Garden of England, he'd snapped it up, with eighty
acres, for £5,000.

The house still stands almost exactly as he and
Clementine restored it.

Outside, the children gaze up at the summerhouse
frieze depicting the Battle of Marlborough. Alexan-
der dribbles his ball along the lawn where, forty
years back, the Churchill grandchildren took tea al-
fresco. "Here we'd have cucumber sandwiches, and a
delicious chocolate cake with lemon icing," Celia re-
calls. "My grandmother poured tea from a huge silver
kettle."

Celia remembers her grandfather as "very warm
and affectionate, so pleased to see his children and
his grandchildren. I think he really loved the idea of
sitting at his dining room table and seeing all the
family around him. He loved the idea of family in an

Celia's son Alexander resembles WSC at same

"The Young
Churchill"
by Celia Sandy
"This delightful volum
must for the bookshelf o
collector of Churchill-:
works. It comprehensiv(
that remarkable g£

Churchill's mother's Reminiscences, in whi
gave Winston only two very brief mentions,
book benefits from the grand-filial touch ai
vides us with a valuable insight into the for
years of Sir Winston Churchill." -Douglas

Just published by Dutton, 224 pages, pn
illustrated in black and white and color. Av
by mail from the New Book Service (c/o the
address on page 2). Bookshop price $28, IC!
$22 (mail orders add $4 shipping).

WSC relaxing with Clemmie at Chartwell (Carneri
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