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Cover: This fine painting by Cuthbert
Orde, in the Founders' Gallery in College

Hall at the Royal Air Force College,
Cranwell, Lincolnshire, was presented to
the RAF College in 1952 by Rolls-Royce
Ltd. WSC was an early advocate of air
power and Secretary of State for Air in
1919-21. With Trenchard, he convinced

Lloyd George to give the fledgling RAF a
separate existence. The RAF continues to
count Churchill himself as very much one
of The Few. Reproduced by permission of

Jarrolds Publishing. -Douglas Hall
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r T\/Pay I take this opportunity to thank
-LVXyou for the really splendid obituary
to Donald which you wrote in Finest
Hour 86. I had hoped I might be able to
thank you personally but this was not
possible, so belatedly many thanks from
myself and my family.

VALDA FORBES
WOODFORD GREEN, ESSEX, UK

1995 Conference

Avery hasty note, which however you
won't get for a while since I'm at sea,

but its purpose is merely to thank you for
your extraordinary courtesies. You could
not have been more thoughtful, kinder,
more generous, and if I performed any-
thing for you or Mr. Churchill, that's only
a poor contribution in an attempt at
requital.

W.M F. BUCKLEY, JR., NEW YORK

Alexandra and I hasten to congratu-
late you on building such a strong

and lovely organization as ICS. I am
delighted that so many people admire
Winston Churchill and continue to be
inspired by him. It was an immense plea-
sure to see Mary Soames again and to
meet Celia Sandys. With our best wishes
for the continuing health of the ICS.

ARTHUR SCHLESINGER, JR., N.Y.

What a programme — what a Con-
ference! You should be rightly

proud of this marvellous accomplish-
ment: just the right balance of interests
for everyone, including those romantics
caught in the rain in Harvard Yard.
Solveig and I enjoyed ourselves immense-
ly and already look forward to the UK
next year. The great tradition continues.

RANDY BARBER, PRESIDENT,
ICS, CANADA, TORONTO

Just wanted to add my name to the list
of well-wishers. I thought it was ter-

rific in every aspect, and especially strong
in its academic focus, which is to say, in
its focus on the most important features
of WSC's remarkable life.

JEFFREY WALLIN, PRESIDENT
NATIONAL ACADEMY, WASHINGTON

The conference was outstanding. The
presentations and events were inter-

esting, thought-provoking, entertaining,
and highly original. It was an honor and
a pleasure to play a part in it.

STEVE MITBY, CAMBRIDGE, MASS.

DESPATCH BOX
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The 1995 Conference Programme
contains articles and photos on
Churchill's three visits to Boston

(1901, 1943, 1949), and on speakers
and sponsors: We ran out but printed
a few more: US$5 postpaid. Cassette

tapes of Mr. Buckley's and Mr.
Schlesinger's speeches: US$10 each.

A fine poster showing WSC, FDR and
their famous exchange, "Sail On O

Ship of State...Give Us the Tools and
We Will Finish the Job" has also been
produced and costs US $7 postpaid.
Equivalent UK-Can-Aus currency is
welcome. Make all cheques payable to
ICS and send to the editor. (Seep. 27.)

Congratulations on the Conference. A
great feeling among Churchillians, I

thought. Thanks for the Blenheim
Award. I will cherish it. I really look for-
ward to working with you in the
Churchill Center.

JOHN G. PLUMPTON,
AGINCOURT, ON., CANADA

ongratulations on another outstand-
ing Conference! ICS did a superb job

of handling all of the many details and,
having been involved in such endeavors
in the past, I have a special appreciation
for a well planned conference. We look
forward to next year's Conference in the
UK and will be early subscribers when
the details of the tour and conference are
available.

CHUCK & LINDA PLATT
(DNHX7 lA@prodigy.com)

M:artha and I thought the Boston
.Conference was superb. It surely

required a great effort by many people,
but we didn't notice that. What we did
see was how smoothly it came together.
The programs were both stimulating and
enjoyable. And the fellowship with all
those Churchillophiles was again one of
the best parts. We are now considering
England in October.

FRED HARDMAN, SPENCER, WV

Ellen and I had a marvelous time at
the recent Boston ICS Conference.

You are both to be congratulated on the
unparalleled success of both the academ-
ic and the social programs. To para-
phrase Sir Winston: Never in the field of
ICS Conferences was so much owed by so
many to just two. We look forward to see-
ing you again in Fulton.

JONAH & ELLEN TRIEBWASSER,
RED HOOK, N.Y. USA

Just a quick note to congratulate Bar-
bara and all the others who worked

so hard on the Boston Conference. I had
a wonderful time despite the soaking at
Harvard Yard. Everyone was very friend-
ly, which was especially nice for me as it
was my first Conference. I'm looking for-
ward to attending other society events.
I'll have no difficulty in keeping the
memory of Boston green.
LINDA J. WOODBURY DEAL, CALIF.

Hearty congratulations for a wonder-
ful and successful Conference. We

really enjoyed the events and the great
job you did in organizing the meeting.
Second, please add our names for the trip
to Kent.

CURT & GERT ZOLLER
(curt@mail.calypso.com)

It was a class act to present tape cas-
settes of Mr. Buckley's speech to con-

ference attendees after the audio system
proved spotty. It improves with the lis-
tening. I thought at the time that his
remarks were unprofound, that they con-
tained too many Churchill quotes for us
who are so familiar with them. But the
second time round I found Buckley's
exposition precise and his phrasing ele-
gant. He clearly contrived this speech for
us, since it did not follow his conventional
lecture circuit format ("Reflections on
Current Contentions"). He used
Churchill's speeches in what WSC would
call "the scaffolding of rhetoric."

JAMES MACK, FAIRFIELD, OH.
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Despatch Box, continued

Finest Hour #87 discusses the
Churchill study by Douglas Chandor,

one-third of a triptych which was, unfor-
tunately, never completed. When I
worked in Washington, DC, I visited the
National Portrait Gallery a number of
times to view the painting, which hung
separately from its Roosevelt companion.
In discussion with one of the curators, I
was surprised (although I shouldn't have
been) to discover that there were a num-
ber of Churchill portraits in the Gallery,
none of which was displayed. There's
even a bust, and I remember rummaging
through a dusty attic of the Gallery, and
the curator's finding the bust on a shelf,
behind other works. It seems a shame
that these items are not out for view by
the public, although I recognize that not
everyone searches for Churchilliana. Per-
haps one day a reception/cocktail party
could be held in the magnificent Great
Hall of the Gallery, and these items could
all be brought out for view?

I'm enjoying the Internet ICS page,
and have passed the address on to
several friends. My congratulations;
keep up the good work!

Steve_Walker@mmacmail.jccbi.gov

Editor's Response: What a good idea
for a future meeting in Washington!
Thanks for the tip.

While many of us despair that WSC
may be neglected and forgotten,

occasionally we come across little tidbits
which give us hope. The December 12th
national edition of the New York Times,
page A13, carried a story headlined "Gin-
grich Draws Protestors to a Jewish Semi-
nary Fund-Raiser." The Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary of America had invited the
Speaker of the House to be their keynote
speaker and were roundly criticized for
doing so. In response, the seminary
chairman, Gershon Kekst, was quoted as
saying: "He needs to be heard." The
paper went on: "Besides," Kekst contin-
ued, "Winston Churchill once said that
you should have your friends close but
draw your enemies even closer. To the
extent that our friends in the liberal com-
munity regard him as an enemy — and I
don't — I would think that they would
want to 'draw him close.'" All of which

goes to show that Sir Winston's maxims
will live for generations and have appli-
cation to all times and in all circum-
stances.

DAN MYERS
(d-myers@genie.com)

Editor's response: Can any reader
provide attribution for this quote?

IE "Churchillians Cycle Latvia" (issue
37, page 27), I see that a hot air bal-

loon containing tourists was shot down
by mistake over Belarus. So it's lucky the
Editor & Co. were not ballooning
through Latvia. I cannot believe the Sovi-
ets bluffed us for so long.

ALEX JUSTICE, REDLANDS CA.

Editor's Response: A piercing
thought... but Latvia is not Belarus!

(To the Editor, The Spectator, replying to
John Charmley's V-E Day article, "Why
Are We Celebrating?" Professor Charmley
is promoting Churchill's Grand Alliance
1940-1957, reviewed last issue.)

Sir: Professor Charmley says that
Churchill's victory was bought by

Soviet domination of part of Europe, the
loss of the Empire, his spending, United
States power and a postwar Labour gov-
ernment.

Both wars showed that Germany
could be defeated only by spending
more than the whole gross national
product of Britain on arms alone and
with at least ten million deaths.

Churchill 's greatness was in
defeating Germany at, relatively, no
cost to Britain: half a million dead,
and debt which has long been paid off.
He fought with Soviet manpower and
American money. Being British, this
sounds a good deal to me.

Mr. Attlee and Mr. Nehru may
have been awful, but they were better
than Adolf Hitler. Yes, the Poles
ended up communist for 48 years: ter-
rible, but not the multi-million mas-
sacre of Nazism. And haven't they
just voluntarily put the communists
back in power?

Churchill defeated Germany and
Nazism far more comprehensively
than the Allies did in 1918—yet over
95 percent of those who marched
behind him stayed alive. Could you do
better, Professor Charmley?

GEORGE STERN, LONDON

Shortly before our Boston meeting
President Clinton enter ta ined

about twenty decorated veterans of
the Pacific War at a dinner party. To
my surprise , I was seated at the
President's right. There was an expla-
nation: He had read my Churchill
books and was just reading A World
Lit Only Before Fire. He expressed
great interest in the ICS and added,
"Of course, Winston Churchill will
always live in our hearts."

WILLIAM MANCHESTER, FLA.

GET WELL, BILL: Just after Boston,
William Manchester successfully under-
went a quadruple bypass operation. He is
recuperating and, though he may not be
able to reply to all, readers might wish to
send him a get-well message: PO Box
6117, Longboat Key FL 34228

Atip of the hat to Professor Muller for
providing ICS members with a fine

intellectual exercise. I, for one, am
inclined to think crossword puzzles
should be a permanent feature, especial-
ly if Prof. Muller can create them all.
[More to come. Ed.]

I noted that on page 9 of the same
issue something about an article on
WSC's cigars in Cigar Aficionado maga-
zine. I'm a Mormon and don't smoke, but
as I read, the thought occurred to me
that if I had met WSC in person and he
offered me a cigar, I probably would have
at least been tempted to indulge just that
once and perhaps repent later. (I....f
cigars were good enough for Churchill,
perhaps I should at least try one).

As I speculated about what I would do
in such a situation, I turned the leaf —
and lo, there was "Strong Drink Rageth"
on page 11. And I loved it! I read it to my
wife while she was cooking, and she got a
good laugh out of it as well.

GARRY WILMORE ^
(Member7035@aol.com) ®
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QUOTE OF THE SEASON
j are the days when in other countries ignorant people mv often dis-

J. posed to imagine that progress consists in converting oneself from a
monarchy i)ito a republic. In this country we have known the blessing* of limit-
ed monarchv. Creat traditional and constitutional chains of events haxx conic io
make mi arrangement, lo make, a situation, unwritten, whn.h enables our affairs
to proceeil un what I believe is a superior level of smoothness and democratic

SANS REPROCHE ...
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 24TH —
President Chirac has appointed
Lady Soames to be a Chevalier of
the Legion d'Honneur in recogni-
tion of her devotion to Anglo-
French understanding. She re-
ceived the insignia and red ribbon
from the Ambassador to the Court
of St. James's, Jean Gueguinou,
this week at the French Embassy.

The widow of Lord Soames
(who received a Croix de Guerre in
World War II and was made a
Grand Officier of the Legion
d'Honneur as British ambassador
to Paris), Lady Soames was
largely responsible for securing
support for the de Gaulle statue in
Carlton Gardens, unveiled by the
Queen Mother in 1993 in the pres-
ence of M. Jacques Chirac, then
Mayor of Paris.

... AND VICE-VERSA
PARIS, NOVEMBER 10TH — Ac-
cording to the British Ambassador
to France, Sir Christopher Mal-
laby, long-term objectives of the
Embassy include: "to keep goading
the French so that the plan for the
statue of Churchill on the Champs
Elysees is realised."

USS CHURCHILL

'WINSTON CHURCHILL'
Arieigh Burke class
guided missile
destroyer

LONDON, NOVEMBER 29TH—One
day before her father's 121st birth-
day, ICS Patron Lady Soames was

summoned to Downing Street and
the House of Commons. In the
House she heard President Clinton
announce, "here, in the home of
British freedom" that the newest
US Navy guided missile destroyer
will be named the USS Winston
Churchill. "When that ship slips
down the ways in the final year of
this century, its name will ride the
seas as a reminder for the coming
century of an indomitable man
who shaped our age, who stood al-
ways for freedom, who showed
anew the glorious strength of the
human spirit," Clinton said.

Construction of hull number
DDG81 will begin in the spring of
1997. Churchill will join the fleet
in 2000, thirty-first of thirty-two
Arieigh Burke-class multi-mission
ships equipped with the Navy's
AEGIS combat weapons system,
which combines space-age commu-
nications, radar and weapons tech-
nologies in a "multi-threat" single
platform operating independently
or in support of aircraft carrier
and amphibious operations. They
are replacing older, less capable
ships being taken out of service as
the Navy reduces spending while
maintaining capability.

Amb. Paul H. Robinson, Jr.,
Chairman of ICS USA Trustees,

advises that DDG81
has an estimated
launch date, at the
Bath Iron Works in
Maine, of March
1999: "It is a naval
tradition in the USA

that destroyers (which are always
named after former naval persons
of great distinction and combat

prowess.) should be christened at
the launching by the next of kin."
He has written to the US Secre-
tary of the Navy recommending
that the tradition be continued.

P.R. FOR M.G.
LONDON, DECEMBER—A magnum
of Pol Roger Churchill cuvee was
presented to official biographer
and honorary member Sir Martin
Gilbert for his recent knighthood
by ICS/UK Chairman David Boler.
The bubbly was a joint gift of
ICSAJK and ICS/USA, a combined
operation of high pleasure for all.
Congratulations, Sir Martin!

NEW BILLING SYSTEM
ICS (USA) subscriptions cover

one year with four billing periods:
January, April, July and October.
These correspond to the previous
"issue number" billings. Your mail-
ing label now carries the due date
instead of the issue number:

"89" (renewal due) is now Jan96
"90" will be due in Apr96
"91" will be due in Jul96

As you can see, subscriptions ex-
piring with this issue (89) have a
renewal date of January 96. You
should have received your first re-
newal notice by now. If your expi-
ration was FH86 or FH87, your
first notice was mailed to you in
April (86) or July (87). If you have
recently paid your subscription
you may feel that the 1996 notice
comes rather quickly; but this is
because you waited some months
before sending your last payment.

-DEREK BROWNLEADER >»
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"THE CHURCHILLS
BOSTON, FEB. 21ST—A 2 1/2-hour
American adaptation of the 1995
British television documentary on
the Churchill family from Lord
Randolph to Winston was sched-
uled to air over PBS-TV at 8PM
eastern time (check local listings
for times and stations).

By editing out thirty minutes of
the worst original misrepresenta-
tions, WGBH has made a major
improvement on the British ver-
sion's turgid parade of half-truths,
leaving a film we don't have to
watch in fear of some nasty slur on
WSC's character or falsification of
the record inserted by some ex-
tremist producer or historian.

Lord Randolph is still not al-
lowed to die without mention of
syphilis, but only a single mention
survives, and Prof. Foster qualifies
it, saying no one can be sure. Part
II still asserts that in 1919 "while
Lloyd George was at the Paris
peace conference, Churchill sent
troops to Russia." (14,000 British
troops and seven generals were in
Russia when Churchill became
Minister of War in 1919; while he
did wish to oppose the Bolsheviks,
he did not wish to do so with
British troops. He stayed in touch
with Lloyd George on this issue
whenever they were separated and
never countermanded his chief. So
this statement is entirely false.)

On the whole, though, WGBH is
to be congratulated. World War II
and the Roosevelt-Churchill-Stalin
relationship are described well and
honestly; family triumphs and
tragedies are handled with sensi-
tivity. The sad majesty of the fu-
neral is conveyed memorably in
just a few moments. The filming
and narration are marvelous, and
Robert Hardy as Churchill's voice
is superb as usual. -RML

tion of Harold Macmillan in 1963,
but held the post a shorter time
than any other PM this century
except Andrew Bonar Law, losing
to Harold Wilson's Labour Party
the following year.

Alas at least one obituary
(American) stated that Alec Home
protested, as a backbench MP,
"Churchill's betrayal of the Poles
at Yalta," a popular but inaccurate
conception. We now know that
Churchill (and Roosevelt) left
Yalta with Stalin's promise of free
Polish elections. When that
promise was broken, Churchill
was among the first to warn of the
imminent loss of Polish freedom. If
Alec Home also did so, kudos for
him; but he was also a lifetime
Chamberlain apologist who wrote
regularly that Munich gave Great
Britain an extra year to arm.
Hitler, of course, armed much
faster, and used the year to digest
Czechoslovakia, the last strong
democracy in central Europe,
which had, recent historians now
suggest, a fighting chance of re-
sisting the Nazis. -RML

The London back-up variant: only 40 exist.

RARE ICS COVERS
For the first time in twenty-five
years, ICS cover #42 (WSC's visit
to Normandy 12Jun44) was lost.
Happily, forty back-up covers with
the London WSC one-day silhou-
ette cancellation and D-Day stamp
were issued on the right day,
12Jun94. Point is, first come, first
served. ICS Friends may order the
rare London cover with a copy of
the replacement cover postmarked
aboard USS Normandy for $20/£13
or the Can/Aus equivalent. Cheques
payable to "ICS" should be sent to
Box 385, Hopkinton NH 03229 USA.

ALEC DOUGLAS-HOME
SCOTLAND, OCTOBER 9TH—A
kind and gentle Scot, Sir Alec Dou-
glas-Home died today. He became
Prime Minister upon the resigna-

FRENCH EXHIBIT
VTLLEJEAN, BRITANNY, DEC. 2-17TH—
A unique exhibition of Churchill's
life and works featured a massive
collection of photos and docu-
ments. Included were comic books
by Calvo, a 1940s French sketch-
artist, who used animals to por-
tray WSC (a bulldog) and Hitler (a
wolf). Propaganda leaflets and
Churchill's paintings were shown;
"Churchill on the Internet" showed
the ICS Homepage. A multimedia
computer housed events, sounds
and images about WSC from a CD-
rom disk called "200 Person-
nalites," made with the assistance
of the CCETT (Joint Centre for Re-
search in Telecommunications and
Broadcasting).

Finest Hour congratulates the
organizer, M. J. Foulon, for this
ambitious exhibition. For informa-
tion contact M. Foulon, telephone
(033) 99.12.43.75 or by e-mail to
foulon@ccett.fr
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PROF. RAMSDEN
LECTURES ON WSC
SAN FRANCISCO, FEBRUARY
20TH—John Ramsden, Fulbright
Visiting Professor of British His-
tory at Westminster College, Ful-
ton, Mo., delivers a lecture enti-
tled, "The Road from Fulton:
Churchill as Icon 1946-1955" at
Stanford University here today at
4:15PM. This issue will not be out
by the time you read this, but local
Friends were notified. Professor
Ramsden is also to speak at the
50th Anniversary Sinews of Peace
Churchill Conference at Jefferson
City, Mo. on March 8th. For infor-
mation on the Stanford lecture
contact Prof. Peter Stansky at
(415) 723-2663. For information on
Fulton contact Judith Pugh at
(314) 642-6648.

STIRRED, NOT SHAKEN
LONDON, JAN. 1st—Victor Gower
celebrated his MBE in usual style,
serving drinks to everyone at the
bar at Simpson's in the Strand
until 4:30AM. Gower, 67, had re-
ceived his award for services to »



RECORD MEETING OF THE ICS LEADERSHIP: The Boston Conference (page 20) saw the largest-ever meeting of
Society leaders worldwide, all but one ICS/USA director and all but two trustees. SEATED: USA Chairman Paul Robin-

son, USA Director John Mather, UK I USA I Canada Patron Lady Soames, ICS/Canada Secretary John Plumpton,
ICS I Canada President Randy Barber, ICS I USA President Richard Langworth and USA Director Alan Fitch. STAND-
ING: USA directors David Simpson, Douglas Russell, James Mutter and Parker Lee; UK I USA Trustee Celia Sandys;

USA Directors Bill Ives, George Lewis & Cyril Mazansky; UK Chairman David Boler, USA Director Jonah Triebwasser.

tourism, having worked with the
Savoy Group for more than fifty
years. He began aged 16 as a
waiter in the Savoy Grill, where,
one day, Churchill called him over
to serve Turkish coffee and asked
him what he wanted to be in life.

Gower answered, "A barman,
Sir." WSC replied, "That's a fine
profession, my boy," and tipped
him a 10 shilling note. Though
Gower was earning only 3/6
(17.5p) a week and 10/ was a mag-
nificent gift, he kept the note and
still has it. He has served every
Prime Minister since Churchill ex-
cept John Major, and offers to
thank Mr. Major with one of his
seasonal creations, his hangover
cure, "The Corpse Reviver."

HERITAGE FUND
ANOTHER SUCCESS

ICS United States is once again
deeply grateful to the hundreds of
Friends who responded to its an-
nual end-of-year Heritage Fund
Appeal, which supports the basic
operations of the Society including
this journal. The result is immedi-
ately evident, as this is the largest
issue of Finest Hour ever pub-
lished. ICS cannot do all it does on

subscriptions alone. If you have
not contributed to the Heritage
Fund, please consider doing so by
sending a donation of any amount
to ICS c/o George Lewis, Trea-
surer, 268 Canterbury Road, West-
field NJ 07090. Donations are tax-
deductible for US citizens.

To the many who have already
donated, you cannot be thanked
enough, but we have acknowl-
edged your kindness personally
and will also do so herein.

HELP WANTED:
CHURCHILLTRIVIA

Barbara Langworth has de-
clared her intent to retire from our
popular Trivia department no
later than Question #800, so as to
pursue other Churchill interests
including cookery. (In October, she
and Lady Soames went over
Recipes from Number Ten by
Churchill cook Mrs. Landemare,
with a view to "translating" them
for modern kitchens.)

We need a person interested in
formulating Q&As to continue this
column. Our original intent was to
produce at least 1,500 Q&As as
the minimum needed to create
(with permission) a Churchill ver-

sion of "Trivial Pursuits." If you
are interested, contact the editor
at (603) 746-4433.

ICS STORES
After many years of service,

Alan Fitch has stepped down from
ICS Stores. Taking up this task
after the 1990 San Francisco Con-
ference, Alan built Stores from a
back issue department to a broad
mail order Churchilliana service.
Proceeds contribute to the work of
ICS, which is grateful to Alan and
his wife Pat for their efforts.

Gail Greenly, a Friend of ICS
and FH editorial assistant, is to be
the new ICS Stores manager, op-
erating from her home in Con-
toocook, New Hampshire. She will
be offering Visa/Mastercard and
telephone answering and fax ser-
vice, which will make ordering
more convenient, especially from
outside USA. Domestic shipments
of perishables will be by UPS. Ms.
Greenly's address is on page 2 and
back issues and publications may
be ordered immediately, but
please allow until next issue for
her to inventory and catalogue the
rest of the stock.

continued overleaf»>
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ICS DROPS AOL
Online folk will have noticed

that the ICS Bulletin Board in the
"Communities" section of America
Online (mentioned in "Churchill
Online" last issue) has disap-
peared. It scrolled off the board
from lack of usage. We have not
reestablished it, since all the ac-
tion is now on the Internet (which
is accessible by any online service).
Don't miss our expanding home-
page at http://www.onramp.net.ics
AOL is still good value with decent
Internet connections. Contact
Finest Hour for more about AOL.

ERRATA, FH #88
Page 9: In the Cigar Aficionado story,

for "sure" read "some."
Page 12: In photographer's byline

for "Rangnald" read "Ragnald."
Page 21: The wall on which Celia

and family are sitting is not the wall
shown with VVSC in adjacent photo.

Page 43: Contrary to our reply lo
Mr. Gillespie, Blenheim Palace is not
open year round but from mid-March
to the end of October, 10:30-5:30.

READER ADVERTS
•MAINE HOLIDAY WATER-

FRONT HOUSE. On Atlantic at pic-
turesque Tenant's Harbor (Portland
90 mins.). Heat, mod-cons, deck, dock,
library stocked with Churchill. Sail-
ing, biking, island hopping, fishing,
walking distance to fine seafood. Now
booking for 1996. Special low rates for
Friends of ICS. Photos available. Con-
tact editor: (603) 746-4433.

•ICS COVERS. Will trade Finest
Hour for ICS covers I need: #2, 3, 5,
14, 17, 20a, 23, 24, 24a, 25b, 28, 33a,
33b, 39b. Arthur Braver, 10837 W.
Clairmont Circle, Tamarac FL 33321.

• PORTRAIT
of WSC by
Arthur Pan, in
a handsome
frame, $500 or
best offer. Cdr.
Harold Feeney,
USN(ret), 3442

Aransas Street, Corpus Christi TX
78411, telephone (512) 854-6115.

• "THE WILDERNESS YEARS"
Several readers need someone willing
to copy VCR tapes of this TV series. If
you can help, contact the editor.

1996 International Churchill Conference

Hosted hy ICS, UK: Octoher 2ni-6th

AConference ap-
I

Ashdown Park, East Grinstead, occupied by Sisters of
the Order of Notre Dame 1920-70, was built in 1867.

.proaching Bos-
ton '95 in size is set
for the South of
England on Friday-
Saturday October
4th/5th, with two
flanking events: a
gala dinner at
Blenheim Palace on
the 2nd and a walk-
ing tour of "Chur-

Gilbert on the 6th. Thechill's London" led by Sir Martin
Churchill Tour (see opposite) includes all the above.

At Blenheim, ICS will present its Blenheim Award to The
Duke of Marlborough for his lifetime effort to preserve
Churchill's birthplace for future generations. In addition to the
tour party, ICS (UK) will offer tickets with the option of luxury
coach service to and from London on the evening of October 2nd.

The Conference proper commences at Chartwell on Friday the
4th where our hostesses (at the house) will be Lady Soames and
Celia Sandys. Our luncheon speaker is John Sales, National
Trust Head of Gardens, who will talk about, and then conduct us
on a tour through, the Chartwell Gardens. The Conference then
adjourns to Headquarters, the magnificent Ashdown Park hotel
in nearby East Grinstead, where a black tie dinner will welcome
a prominent speaker.

The usual round of panel discussions and scholarly papers will
occupy Saturday, including: remarks by a member of Sir Win-
ston's postwar government; Professor David Stafford on
"Churchill and Intelligence;" Dr. John Mather on "Lord Ran-
dolph's Illness" and Jonathan Aitken, MP on "Churchill and
Beaverbrook." The book discussion this year, on the Malakand
Field Force, will include Dr. Piers Brendon, Keeper of the
Churchill College Archives. At the black tie dinner-dance this
evening we honour special guest Mrs. Wendy Reves, who will
present the Emery Reves Award to Mr. Aitken for his biography,
Nixon; another distinguished speaker will reply to the Toast.

A small registration fee will be charged to offset guest travel
and expenses. The Blenheim dinner, Chartwell lunch, two Con-
ference dinners and Sunday walking tour may be booked sepa-
rately according to your personal preference. Ashdown Park will
offer special discount room rates, and ICS(UK) will also provide a
list of alternative B&B-style accommodations nearby. The idea is
to offer maximum flexibility in costs to suit everyone's budget.

Registration packets will be posted worldwide this Spring. (Do
not call ICS.) It will be possible to remit funds in your local cur-
rency, free of conversion fees. Meanwhile, save those dates!
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1996 CHURCHILL TOUR
FILLING UP FAST

•"?:*• On
V-/ai
sixty

Moonfleet Manor

Febru-
ary 1st,

seats
were booked
on "Churchill's
England" (an-
nounced last
issue). The
tour begins in
London Sep-
tember 26th
and ends fol-
lowing the ICS
Conference in
London on
October 6th.
(Book flights
to arrive 26

September and depart 7 October.)
We begin this year with the En-

glish West Country, new to ICS
tours: Churchill and Marlborough
ancestral homesites, including a
visit to Minterne by kind invita-
tion of Lord Digby; this superb
house and gardens include por-
tions built by the first Sir Winston
Churchill (1620-88). Four nights
will be spent in the West Country,
including spectacular Moonfleet
Manor, on the sea facing Dorset's
Chesil Bank. Our guests here are
auto writer Graham Robson
("Churchill's motorcars") and the
senior editor of Finest Hour, Ash-
ley Redburn.

Returning east to Oxford (1-3
Oct.), we lunch with Robert Hardy
at the home of Celia (Sandys) and
Gen. Ken Perkins, visit Bletchley,
Ditchley and Bladon, and attend
the Blenheim banquet October 2nd
before moving on to Chartwell and
Ashdown Park for the ICS Confer-
ence ending in London (opposite).

The price covers all Conference
and tour events. For a most memo-
rable visit to England with WSC
and non-WSC events, the 1996
ICS tour offers great value. But
we must hear from you now!
Please contact the editor at (603)
746-4433 weekdays.

BLENHEIM-CHARTWELL
BICYCLE TOUR

A three-day, 100-mile bicycle
tour from Blenheim to Chartwell
along back country roads, skirting
London to the west, is planned for
October 7th-9th following the ICS
Conference. Accommodation is at
B&Bs with pub lunches and din-
ners. If you are interested, contact
Joan Harris in UK, tel. (01892)
518171; or Richard Langworth in
USA, tel. (603) 746-4433.

NO. 10 ANNEX MUSEUM?
LONDON, OCT 20TH— A plan ex-
ists to create a Churchill Museum
in the ground floor offices above
the War Rooms on King Charles
Street, known as No. 10 Annex.

As Sir Martin Gilbert has
pointed out on ICS walking tours,
it was here and not in the subter-
ranean War Rooms (which he fre-
quented relatively rarely) where
Churchill actually ran the war.
The fixing points for the metal
shutters, which were closed during
air raids, are still visible on the
window casements.

Historians wish to recreate the
wartime atmosphere, down to
replicating the original bedcovers,
soda siphons and ashtrays. They
have also suggested displaying
here some of the Churchill papers
(FH 87 pl2). If the government
sees fit, we like the idea, which
would at last give No. 10 Annex its
proper place in history. -RML

Lawrence W. Til" PiL i rim

1921-1995
Pil Pilgrim, who died September 26th after a

courageous fight against cancer, devoted a con-
siderable amount of his personal and professional
time to ICS United Kingdom. As a chartered ac-
countant, he enabled the Committee to present to
the members and Charity Commissioners meticu-

lously prepared accounts, a role he fulfilled until his death.
His leadership and courage became evident during the Second World

War. After qualifying as a pilot at RCAF Carberry in Manitoba, Canada,
he returned to England in 1942 and gained experience in various aircraft
including the challenging Avro Manchester. He was posted to Bomber
Command, where he rose to the rank of Squadron Leader. As a Lancaster
pilot, Pil flew more than thirty missions into Nazi Germany, bringing
plane and crew back safely each time, despite substantial damage on a
number of trips. He fervently believed that Churchill's leadership was
the reason he and his fellow aircrew were prepared to give and risk so
much to achieve victory.

For his skill and tenacity he was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross. He remained in the RAF until 1953, when he joined British Euro-
pean Airways; he later became an accountant. He eventually became
company secretary of the Grand Metropolitan Group Pic. The esteem of
his RAF peers later saw him appointed chairman of the Bomber Com-
mand Association, a position he held until his untimely death.

Recently Pil helped produce a documentary film defining Bomber Com-
mand's vital role in attaining victory and reminding us of the 55,000 air-
crew who died to achieve peace and freedom. He is survived by his wife
Angie, who has agreed to continue as secretary to the Trustees of ICS
(UK), for which my fellow trustees and I are indeed grateful.

On 3 October I had the honour of reading the poem "High Flight" by
John Gillespie Magee, Jr. (FH 68 cover) at a service of celebration for the
life of Pil Pilgrim, in St. Paul's Church, Camberley, attended by ICS (UK)
Chairman David Boler and other Friends of the Society.

Per Ardua Ad Astra.
DAVID J. PORTER
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ICS Local & National
CANBERRA
OCTOBER — Nearly 100% of ICS
Friends in Australian Capital Terri-
tory turned out for an inaugural
meeting at the Canberra Hyatt
Hotel, where they were able to say
hello and chat about our shared
interest. A good time was had by all
despite a potential culinary faux pas
by the organiser (me): we soon found
ourselves sampling cuisine of the
traditional Oktoberfest celebrations
— not the most appropriate setting
for our first ICS meeting. [Not to
worry, WSC traveled to Germany
and enjoyed the local cuisine with
gusto. -Ed] We all had an enjoyable
time and agreed we should keep the
initiative going, while boosting local
membership. -DAVID WIDDOWSON

Australian Friends of ICS contact
Mr. Widdowson at 167 Chuculba
Cres. Giralang, ACT 2617.

Seated: Charlotte Nicholson, Paula
Restropo, Ann Hazlett, Pat Marshall.
Standing: Earl Nicholson, Nathan
Hughes, guest Richard Byrd, David
Willette and Richard Hazlett.

DALLAS
DALLAS, SEPT. 30TH — "Churchill to
Fisher: *You have got to find the oil'"
was the provocative title of the pre-
sentation made by Richard Byrd to
the Emery Reves Chapter of the ICS
today. Thirty-five Friends enjoyed a
wine and cheese social before histori-
an Byrd, from the University of
North Texas, described Churchill's
momentous decision as First Lord of
the Admiralty to convert the British
Navy from coal to oil.

The complex relationship
between young Churchill and the

older Fisher, dating to 1907, provid-
ed interesting listening. After a live-
ly question/answer session (several
present were associated with the
Texas oil industry and knowledge-
able on the early history of oil
drilling world wide) a year's ICS
subscription was presented to Mr.
Byrd by director Nathan Hughes.

DALLAS, NOV. 30TH — Sir Win-
ston's 121st birthday was celebrated
with a Champagne reception at the
home of Earl and Charlotte Nichol-
son. Thirty Friends raised their
glasses for the toast, proposed by
David Willette. Paula Restropo, pro-
gram coordinator, introduced Dr.
Gavin Hambly of the University of
Texas at Dallas, who spoke on "Gal-
lipoli: The Shadow of the Past." Hav-
ing spent several years in Turkey,
Hambly gave a succinct account of
the Dardanelles/Gallipoli operations.

In Hambly's opinion, Churchill's
wide reading of history had focused
on the long skein of Royal Naval suc-
cesses, and he could not envisage the
opposite result in the Dardanelles
operation.

ICS North Texas meets regularly.
Please contact Nathan Hughes, 1117
Shadyglen Circle, Richardson TX
75081 tel. (214)235-3208.

CAMBRIDGE
NOV. 30TH — The Alaska Chapter
held its Churchill birthday in the
Great Hall at Churchill College,
attended by four Alaskans among
hordes of Cantabrigians. Churchill
College flew WSC's flag and the
birthday was announced at dinner
by the Master of Churchill College.

»
JAN. 20TH — Sixty Friends of ICS
(UK) were hosted for a tour of the
Churchill Archives by Keeper Dr.
Piers Brendon and Chief Archivist
Allen Packwood. At luncheon under
the famous Orpen painting of WSC,
Dr. Brendon discussed the Churchill

Papers, which take up 3,000 boxes
and total some 1.5 million docu-
ments sent or received by WSC from
childhood to his final years. After
lunch the party enjoyed an exclu-
sive-to-ICS exhibit of notable items
in Jock Colville Hall. Allen Pack-
wood, who had several offers to take
over his job (he cannot be more than
30!), then patiently showed three
separate groups of the party around
the Archives.

Although the papers were moved
to the purpose-built Archives Centre
in 1974, their longterm future was
only assured last April when Nation-
al Heritage money was used to buy
and preserve them. The Centre
houses other related collections
including papers of prominent
statesmen from the Churchill era.
Our very sincere thanks to Dr. Bren-
don and Mr. Packwood for this mar-
velous day amid Churchill treasures.

UK Society event announcements
are sent automatically by post.

DC & TORONTO
JANUARY 18TH & 20TH — Douglas
Russell presented his slide show,
"Lt. Churchill, 4th Hussars" to
large meetings in Washington and
Toronto, duplicating his perfor-
mance at the Boston Conference.
Referring to the DC blizzard, Rus-
sell told Canadians of a sign west
of Washington: "Snow emergency
next 2,500 miles; to avoid delay,
use Canada."

Any ICS group interested in
inviting Douglas may contact him
at 221 112 E. Washington St., Iowa
City IA 52240, tel. (319) 351-5610.

ILLINOIS
OAK BROOK, NOV. 30TH — A 121st
Churchill Birthday celebration
was arranged by Mr. & Mrs. Joe
Just at the Drake Oak Brook
Hotel, attended by thirty-three
"Churchill support specialists."
Music, 1985 Pol Roger Champagne
and a fine dinner were topped off
with rare vintage port and a very
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special Churchill birthday cake.
The party was served by chief of
catering Gino DiRanzo, who once
served Sir Winston in Venice, in
the summer of 1954.

Keynote speaker was Tom
Roeser, a columnist with the
Chicago Sun-Times, whose topic
was Churchill's "Stand Alone" dur-
ing WW2. David Druckman spoke
on his recent trip to Gallipoli (to
appear in our next issue) and Paul
Carlson presented a slide show,
"Churchill: Seizing the Moment."

The evening ended with this
WSC quote: "We must beware of
needless innovations, especially
when guided by logic." Following
this success, further Chicago-area
events were planned at a directors
meeting on February 6th.

For information on future activi-
ties please contact Joe Just, 16 W.
251 S. Frontage Rd. #25, Burr
Ridge IL 60521, tel. (708) 654-3500
or fax 654-3520.

HARROW
OCT. 17TH — ICS (UK) sponsored
a "Young Orator of the Year Com-
petition" which was well received
by participants and audience
alike. Four schools took part: Har-
row School, Haberdasher's Askes
School for Boys, Haberdasher's
Askes School for Girls and the
North London Collegiate School.
Each school provided a chairman
and speaker; the latter were given
a choice of "real life" scenarios to
discuss in five minutes.

Speakers were required to dis-
play leadership qualities, show
how a negative can be turned into
a positive, be unflappable and co-

Ambassador Sir John Kerr, ESUI Washington
President C. Braxton Mocure and Celia Sandys.

CELIA SANDYS TOUR D'HORIZON
WASHINGTON, CHICAGO, SAN
FRANCISCO, OCT. 1995 — The
Young Churchill author Celia
Sandys spent three evenings on
her recent book tour with ICS,
organized in San Francisco by
Jacqueline Dean Witter, in
Chicago by Ambassador Paul
Robinson, and in Washington
by ICS/Washington and the
local branch of the English-
Speaking Union.

The nation's capital affair
was the beginning of a two-week tour to promote the American edition
of her book, which had just been released by Dutton. It attracted an im-
pressive 135 guests, including the new British Ambassador, Sir John
Kerr and Lady Kerr. It was the first joint ICS-ESU event in the area.

Following dinner and toasts to The Queen and WSC, Ambassador
Kerr introduced Ms. Sandys, who gave a delightful talk on researching
her book, explaining how she had turned up fascinating new sources.
She gave everyone a special insight into her grandfather's life through
to his years at Sandhurst, and intimated that her next book will likely
trace his life from there through his first election to Parliament.

All three evenings were great successes which bode well for future
events. In Washington, we were particularly pleased to be cosponsors
with the English-Speaking Union. -JOHN H. MATHER, M.D.

ICS I Washington hosts numerous events year round. For information
or to aid the effort, please contact the director, Ron Helgemo, 2037
Wethersfield Ct., Reston VA 22901, tel. (703) 351-2967.

gent in style and presentation. The
latter requirement was a real ne-
cessity when the speaker was ex-
posed to questions from the floor.
The bipartisan nature of the audi-
ence inevitably produced search-
ing, and in some cases awkward,
questions. Most speakers showed
considerable skill in parrying
these and providing positive
replies. In such instances the
chairman, although in essence
neutral, had to demonstrate an
ability to control what could have
become a slanging match.

The evening was a great suc-
cess, and ably judged by a panel
including ICS Chairman David
Boler and Trustee Celia Sandys.
First prize, which required deliber-
ation, was award to Jonathan
Rudoc of Haberdasher's Askes
Boys School; the runner up prize
went to Emma Foldman of Haber-

dasher's Askes Girls School.
ICS is indebted to the sponsor,

the Sun Life Assurance Society,
which provided wherewithal for
prizes and refreshments. The win-
ner received a £50 book token and
the runner up £25. Both winners
received an illuminated portrait of
WSC, suitably inscribed.

ICS thanks the Headmaster of
Harrow for the use of its facilities;
Harrow's Head of English, Chris
Deacon, for his hard work in coor-
dinating with the other schools
and so ably perfecting the concept
Richard Haslam-Hopwood had
brought to him over a year ago; the
teachers of the other schools for
unstinting support, and the stu-
dent presenters. Whilst there had
to be only one winner, it was felt
that each in his or her way had
been a winner in what, after all,
was a pilot exercise. -RGGH-H $$)
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f~\ , I've come across a booklet that
Vv .I'm sure you're aware of, "My
Visit to Russia," by Clementine
Churchill, a little blue paperback by
Hutchinson & Co, Ltd., Publishers. It
came with a letter purportedly by
Lady Churchill, on Chartwell letter-
head paper. And here is the mystery,
it's dated 9 May 1959 and is
addressed to a Mr. Mortimer. Does
anyone recognize the name? The let-
ter refers to a coming visit by Mr.
Mortimer on May 23rd to Chartwell
and mentions that Jock Colville and
his wife will be there. Also "my
young cousins," Lord and Lady
Ogilvy. Jock loves croquet. I'm not
sure about the others. We shall see!"

LINDA WOODBUEY DEAL
(SJPS09A@prodigy.com)

A. We referred Ms. Deal to Miss
, Grace Hamblin, an honorary

member and Lady Churchill's secre-
tary for many years, who would be
most likely to know Mr Mortimer.
The book (Hutchinson: 1945) was
CSC's only published work. It is not
scarce but usually commands about
$25 for status as author's only book.

Q.I have a watercolour and
• crayon painting of WSC and

Clementine (?) sitting on a veran-
dah; WSC is in a brown suit and
with his cigar and the lady is
dressed in red. It's signed in black
crayon Sarah Churchi l l . Did
Sarah paint too? I know she wrote
poetry and have a book of hers. I'd
love to know more about the letter
or the painting.

A . Sarah did create some art-
« work, including portfolios of

pen and ink or crayon sketches of
WSC and others which were sold
in two formats, very large and
about 9x12, signed in pencil
"Sarah Churchill." I have never
seen any of her watercolors, but
she did turn these out as well and
this sounds like one of them.

On the question of whether WSC
wore dentures (issue 88, page
14)...

Q . I am a practicing dentist of
• almost 40 years, and unless

my eyes and experience deceive
me, I would bet that he didn't.

KIDDLES. MYSTERIES, EMGMAS
Also, I am sure that we all have
chuckled over the incident where
W was not attended by "his Man"
and was perplexed over his inabil-
ity to make his toothbrush froth.
Would someone help me on this?
Unfortunately "toothbrush" didn't
appear in the index of any of my
books. I was incredulous that a
great mind which could conceive
the idea of a machine to span the
trenches of the Western Front
couldn't figure out from where the
suds on his toothbrush came! This
shouldn't have been surprising
though, since his mind was not
preoccupied with the insignificant.
BOB MARTIN <Blenheim74@aol.com>

AtApparently, he did. In Assign-
, ment Churchill, (my edition is

the Popular Library paperback,
1961) his longtime bodyguard Inspec-
tor Walter H. Thompson says on page
167, "And when he would suddenly
realize he had forgotten his teeth and
send me running for them before he
would be seen without them, I was
glad for the exit." History is certainly
a topic one can sink one's teeth into.
Linda Woodbury Deal

Q. I am looking for a copy of a
. speech, given by WSC on the

campus of a U.S. college, which is
reputed to be exceedingly brief. I
have not read the speech myself, but
am looking for it for another person
who heard it read on television last
year. I'm wondering if it could be the
"Iron Curtain Speech." I'd appreciate
any help you can give.

-DR. RICHARD W. GILPIN
<gilpin@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu>

AmCan any reader help? Three
, campus speeches come to mind

but all were lengthy and in fact quite
famous: Harvard 1943 ("Anglo-Amer-
ican Unity"), Westminster College in
Fulton Missouri 1946 ("Sinews of
Peace"= "Iron Curtain") and MIT in
1949 ("Empires of the Mind"). None
fit your bill. Only way I can think of
to find it, if it exists, would be labori-
ously to go through Winston S.
Churchill, The Complete Speeches
1895-1963, Robert Rhodes James,
editor, Chelsea House IBowker 1974,
8 vols; major libraries have them.

1CSI USA's Derek Brownleader sends us
this latest appearance of the Churchill
name on spirits. "For their ads they are
using a drawing of WSC which they
claim was approved by the Spencer
Family," Derek writes. May we have a
taster's review of this gin, please...

Q.I saw a blurb in the Atlanta
. [Ga., USA] paper yesterday, to

toe effect that the Duke of Windsor
planned an overthrow of WSC's gov-
ernment, and his own reinstatement,
with Queen Wallis, with the con-
nivance of the Nazis. Now I know
that scurrilous rumors to this effect
have been around for years, but were
given little credence. The newspaper
article implied that recently released
archival data of the British Govern-
ment supported these allegations.
Anything here?

Bruce Thyer
<BTHYER@UGA.CC.UGA.EDU>

A ,It was well known to
• Churchill and his govern-

ment that the Duke of Windsor had
admired Hitler's successes in res-
urrecting German national pride,
if not Hitler himself, before the
war, and that WSC took an inter-
est in extracting the Duke of
Windsor from the continent at an
opportune time and, later, seeing
him installed far away as
Governor of the Bahamas. The
Duke's resentment over the way he
was treated following his
Abdication, and clandestine Nazi
overtures to him while in Europe,
are also well known. The release of
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Riddles, continued
hitherto secret documents may ampli-
fy this but probably not alter much.

.1 enjoyed very much the
• Spring "Wit and Wisdom,"

buT noticed several "digs" at
Johnny Walker Red Label scotch.
What does the writer recommend?
As to malts, my favorite is Oban.

A . Personal opinions are only
• that, but Teacher's is the

blended scotch of choice here and
in most households we know where
blends are consumed regularly.
Your choice of single-malt shows
discernment: Oban was one of ten
top single malts named recently by
Wine and Spirits and is a lovely,
soft, west-of-Scotland whiskey with
a light touch of peat. Wine and
Spirits also named many malts
which we see regularly in the
homes of Churchillophiles includ-
ing our own: MacAllen (first place),
Glenmorangie, Laphroig, Laga-
vullin, Bowmore and Glenfiddich.
On the cover of that issue was a
glass of Jura, one of our favorites
from a little-known island we have
visited. Several readers wrote us to
say that Johnny Walker Black
should not be lumped with bar-
room scotches like Red Label; and
that there is now an ultra-premi-
um Johnny Walker Blue.

.1 recently purchased a novel
>-r .by Winston Churchill from
1901 called The Crisis. I remember
reading somewhere about an
American novelist named Winston
Churchill, who was active during
Sir Winston's earlier literary
career, and that they exchanged
correspondence. It was probably in
Manchester, but it's not indexed.
Can you help jiggle my memory?

A .A likely reason why The
• Crisis stayed in print for so

long (it was available as late as
1970) was that people (like me,
once) were mistaking it for The
World Crisis and ordering copies.
It was, of course, one of those ubiq-
uitous novels (like Richard Carvel,
Mr. Crewe's Career, Coniston, The
Crossing and a dozen others, by
Winston Churchill the American

novelist, a distant relation. The
two Winstons engaged in an amus-
ing correspondence in an attempt
to prevent public confusion over
their books (it can be found in My
Early Life, in The Churchills:
Pioneers and Politicians by
Elizabeth Snell and in Finest
Hour 83, which also provides illus-
trations of the two Winstons). The
English Winston agreed to use his
middle name "Spencer." During
WSC's American lecture tour in
1901 the American Winston hosted
a dinner for him in Boston, where
amidst joviality they agreed there
would be no more confusions...but
WSC got the dinner bill. The
Dartmouth College rare books col-
lection (see International
Datelines) holds the papers of the
American Winston and a fine col-
lection of WSC as well; on a recent
visit we were able actually to see
the originals of the famous
exchange between the two
Winstons.

/^V.The piece about James
W . M u l l e r (FH 88) says Chur-
chill wrote over forty books and
sixty-four volumes. My review list
has forty-nine in fifty-three vol-
umes. What is the true count and
is there a chronological bibliogra-
phy available which settles this
question? Would it be wiser to pur-
chase the 1974 "Collected Works
and Essays" or the volumes indi-
vidually to obtain a complete col-
lection of Churchill?

A .Churchill wrote forty-four
m hardbound titles if you count

Frontiers and Wars, an abridged
compilation from his first war
books, and three posthumously
published works: Young Winston's
Wars, the Collected Essays (pub-
lished 1975, never published in
volume form before) and The
Dream (published for the first time
in volume form by ICS in 1985;
now available for $151 £10 soft-
bound). This figure counts, as most
collectors do, the first collected edi-
tion o/"War Speeches and the 1952
definitive 3vol edition of The War
Speeches as individual works,
even though they are rearrange-
ments of the individual WW2
speech volumes.

The volume count is more prob-
lematic. Figuring two volumes for
The River War and Lord Randolph
Churchill, four volumes (English edi-
tion) for Marlborough and A History
of the English-Speaking Peoples, five
volumes in six books for The World
Crisis, three volumes for The War
Speeches Definitive Edition and six
volumes for The Second World War
gives us sixty-four actual volumes for
the forty-four titles. But if you include
spin-offs like Blenheim, The Island
Race, The American Civil War, Joan
of Arc, Heroes of History, and the
one-volume abridgements of The
World Crisis, The River War and
The Second World War, you come up
with seventy-two individual volumes
— or seventy-five if you include the
four-volume Collected Essays. So,
while forty-four is the accepted figure
for book-length titles, your count of
the actual volumes varies depending
on what you count.

Whether it is preferable to buy
the Collected Works (thirty-eight
volumes including the Essays) or
the individual titles depends on
what you wish to achieve. For all
their beauty and exclusiveness, the
Collected Works are just magnifi-
cent reprints. (See "The Sordid
History of the Collected Works" in
Finest Hour 57.) They will barely
be worth the price of just one clas-
sic first edition, the two-volume
River War (and by the way, the
text of that work in the Collected
Works is only the one-volume
abridged version). Though buying
the Collected Works and Essays
does secure (at a price) virtually
95% of WSC's writings, there are
cheaper ways to do this. You can
put together a complete collection
of those writings for under $1500 if
you settle for mundane and read-
ing copies and non-first editions.

An ICS publication, Churchill
Bibliographic Data, available from
ICS Stores for $131£8 postpaid,
does provide a good and mostly
accurate list of works by and about
WSC, pending the publication this
year of more advanced works.

Send your questions to the editor; if
we can't find the answers we will ask
our erudite readership. Answers to
queries posted here are also
most welcome. &5
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Winter 1895-1896 • Age 21
New York Celebrity

NEW YORK newspapers
announced that Churchill
and a brother officer from

the 4th Hussars had set sail for Eng-
land on the Cunard liner Etruria.
The New York World reported that
he was returning "without a wound
and with a conviction that there are
few occupations more salubrious
than that of a Cuban insurgent,"
adding that, although Churchill
reached the Cunard dock only five
minutes before scheduled sailing
time, "the pleasant faced young offi-
cer submitted as gracefully to the
requests of the waiting group of
interviewers as though there were
hours of leisure on his hands."
Churchill concluded that interview
by emphatically denying all reports
attributing a political significance to
his Cuban trip.

Back in England, as he later
recalled, he "passed a most agreeable
six months; in fact they formed
almost the only idle spell I have ever
spent." His definition of idle was
peculiar to him. He lobbied Fleet
Street for a foreign assignment —
Crete, Egypt, Rhodesia — anything
to avoid going back to India, an event
he believed would delay his political
career. He also assiduously devel-
oped social and political contacts.

He continued to observe the
Cuban scene. Writing in the Satur-
day Review he noted that the Cuban
rebels "neither fight bravely nor do
they use their weapons effectively."
Although he thought that the Span-
ish were bad, "a Cuban government
would be worse, equally corrupt,
more capricious and far less stable."

He predicted that improvements
would come only with American con-
trol of the island, but he worried
about problems between Britain and
America over it. He wrote bis Ameri-
can friend and mentor, Congress-
man Bourke Cockran, to "please be
pacific and don't go dragging the 4th
Hussars over to Canada in an
insane and criminal struggle."

ACTION THIS DAY

The Cairo Conference. Front row: Gen. Congreve (with cane), Sir Herbert Samuel, WSC, Sir
Percy Cox, Gens. Haldane, Ironside & Radcliffe. Second row left, Gertrude Bell; Lawrence of

Arabia (above Cox), Gen. Salmond (above Haldane) and Hubert Young (between Ironside and
Radcliffe). Extreme top centre: Sir Archibald Sinclair (bow tie), below him (also with bow tie)
Joseph Crosland. Front left: one of two lion cubs bound from Somaliland to the London Zoo.

Winter 1920-1921 • Age 46
"England is out of the affair with clean hands..."

CHURCHILL had reached the
age at which his father had
died. This was a winter of

discontent for him but it ended with
a major political and personal
achievement. He had failed to stem
the Bolshevik tide in Russia and
could not even prevent his own gov-
ernment from negotiating with the
Bolsheviks. At home he was a
despised enemy of Labour and dis-
trusted by many in the Conservative
Party. He disagreed with his govern-
ment's policy of reprisals in Ireland.
He felt empty administering a War
Office which had no war, when he
was expected to downsize and econo-
mize. He knew that his differences
with his own Prime Minister made
it impossible for him to remain as
War Minister and he wanted to
become Chancellor of the Exchequer,
Foreign Secretary or Colonial Secre-
tary, in that order.

On New Year's Day Lloyd George
asked Churchill if he would accept
the Colonial Office. Churchill accepts
ed with several conditions, particu-
larly having to do with the Middle
East. In February he assumed the
position with powers — so enhanced
that Lord Curzon charged that he

was becoming "a sort of Asiatic For-
eign Secretary." In his new role he
had to deal with the remnants of the
old Ottoman Empire, the division of
spoils among European powers, the
rise of Arab nationalism and the
Balfour promise to establish a Zion-
ist state.

In March Churchill set out for the
Middle East accompanied by T. E.
Lawrence (of Arabia), Air Marshal
Trenchard and Archibald Sinclair,
his personal friend and private sec-
retary. After picking up Clementine
in France, he continued to Cairo
where he was met with protest and
cries of "Down with Churchill" from
Arab students. Important people
from throughout the Middle East
participated in Churchill's Cairo
Conference, the major purpose of
which was to designate the rulers of
Iraq and Transjordan. Most pleased
with Churchill's statesmanship was
Lawrence, who would later write: "I
must put on record my conviction
that England is out of the Arab
affair with clean hands." Zionist sup-
porters also appreciated Churchill's
promise to begin fostering a Jewish
homeland.

Because of the hostile Egyptian
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crowds, who objected to his declara-
tion that Egypt was part of the
Empire, WSC rode in an armoured
car when he wanted to paint the
great scenes of Egypt, including the
Sphinx and the Pyramids. During
his journey home via Gaza,
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, he was sur-
prised to see anti-Zionist sentiments
among the Palestinians. Even
Lawrence had believed that Jews
and Arabs could live harmoniously.

Left: Churchill at Fulton, 5 March 1946

towards Russia is in prospect ... the
evidence will soon be forthcoming. In
Mr. Truman's conversation with
Winston Churchill here and
Churchill's subsequent talks in
Florida with Secretary Byrnes and
Bernard Baruch the new program
began to take shape."

On March 4th and 5th Truman
and Churchill travelled by train

from Washington to Jefferson
Winter 1945-46 • Age 71 City, Missouri and then drove

"An Iron Curtain has descended across the continent..." *° Fult°n> twenty files fur;
ther. After lunch they joined

the procession to the gymnasium of

AMERICAN politics was polar- Churchill went to Cuba for a few Westminster College, where
ized between those who days before meeting the President. Churchill gave one of his most
thought Stalin was an impe- Truman later said that he told famous orations, commonly referred

Churchill, "It's your own speech, you

MERICAN politics was polar-
ized between those who

— —.thought Stalin was an impe-
rialist bent on expansion by force
and those who saw him as a protec-
tor of Russian security. This division
created uncertainty regarding the
form American policy should take,
but there was an inexorable move
from accommodation to confronta-
tion that would culminate a year
later with the proclamation of the
Truman Doctrine.

Into this vortex walked Winston
Churchill to speak at Westminster
College, Fulton, Missouri. He would
profoundly influence the outcome of
the debate.

Churchill had accepted President
Truman's invitation to speak in the
President's home state for two rea-
sons: he wanted to campaign for a
loan for Britain and, more impor-
tantly, he wanted to forge an Anglo-
American alliance against the Soviet
threat which, he was convinced, the
Labour Government was incapable
or unwilling to confront. He told
Lord Moran: "I think I can be of
some use over there: they will take
things from me. It may be that
Congress will ask me to address
them." The only invitation extended
by Congress came from hostile
Republicans who wanted to cross-
examine him about Pearl Harbour.

Churchill and Truman had
planned to meet in Florida but a
rash of strikes forced the President
to remain in Washington, so

write it," but Admiral Leahy record-
ed in his diary that the President
and Churchill spent many hours
talking about the speech.

Churchill also asked Prime Min-
ister Mackenzie King of Canada to
come to Washington because he
appreciated King's knowledge of the
Americans. King sent the Canadian
Ambassador to the United States,
future Prime Minister Lester Pear-
son, to Churchill's assistance. Pear-
son found a half-clad Churchill
working in bed with a breakfast tray
beside him. Pearson read the speech
and recommended that Churchill
not refer to the recent conflict as
"The Unnecessary War" for fear of
providing justification for American
isolationists to avoid foreign entan-
glements. Churchill agreed.

WSC also spent time with British
Ambassador Lord Halifax, who
noted Churchill's intensity in
preparing his remarks but did not
inform the government in London. It
was evident that Churchill and Tru-
man were about to pronounce a
change in direction from Roosevelt's
policy of good relations with the
Soviet Union while keeping a certain
detachment from Britain.

There was increasing press
awareness that something was up.
The New York Post reported that "a
stiffening American attitude
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to as the Iron Curtain speech. Tru-
man had predicted that the speech
would create quite a stir and it did,
throughout the entire world.

On March 8th, speaking in the
presence of General Eisenhower to
the General Assembly of Virginia in
Richmond, then to the most senior
officers of the American military,
and finally at a dinner in New York
City, Churchill repeated the themes
of his Fulton speech. The philosophi-
cal underpinnings of those themes
were expressed by Churchill in an
impromptu speech to Canadian sol-
diers who were sailing home on the
ship which brought him to North
America, the Queen Elizabeth: "Yes-
terday I was on the bridge, watching
the mountainous waves, and this
ship — which is no pup — cutting
through them and mocking their
anger. I asked myself, why is it that
the ship beats the waves, when they
are so many and the ship is one?
The reason is that the ship has a
purpose, and the waves have none.
They just flop around, innumerable,
tireless, but ineffective. The ship
with the purpose takes us where we
want to go. Let us therefore have
purpose, both in our national and
Imperial policy, and in our private
lives. Thus the future will be fruitful
for each and for all, and the reward
of the warriors will not be unworthy
of the deeds they have done." k>



WIT AND WISDOM

Glimpses or WSC rrom the
Boston International Conference

"County Durham ir!

On the second day of the 1926
General Strike the government

ordered me to London, along with
several other young men, where we
were put up in army barracks.
Around 3AM the next morning, we
set off for the London docks, each of
us driving a huge army lorry accom-
panied by a policeman and a soldier
(with one bullet in his rifle). Our
assignment was to transport emer-
gency foodstuffs into the city, and
the time was selected to avoid con-
frontations with the pickets.

A few days later we were ordered
to the printing plant of the Morning
Post, where the government were
producing a daily newspaper edited
by Winston Churchill known as The
British Gazette. It was designed to
maintain morale and provide upbeat
news about what Churchill and his
colleagues hoped would be the
prompt collapse of the General
Strike.

One day while several of us were
loading bundles of newspapers into
my truck, a large car pulled up in
front of the newspaper office, just a
few yards from us down the street.
Most of its occupants entered the
offices, but one man stopped on the
pavement (sidewalk) and stood look-
ing at us young men tossing our
bundles of newspapers and chatter-
ing together. He watched us for a
moment and then started walking
toward us, trailing his stick, which
dragged along the ground. As I kept
loading newspapers, I looked at him
and realized it was Winston
Churchill.

He came within a few feet of me
and stood watching us. Then with a
grin he pointed and said, "You,
young man — you don't sound like a
Londoner. What part of the country
do you come from?"

Here I was, a young man of twen-
ty, from a family which for the better
part of two generations had admired
this man, who had often been the
subject of lively discussions around
the dinner table: Churchill of the 4th
Hussars, Churchill of the Malakand
Field Force; Churchill of the River
War and Omdurman; Churchill of
the Boer War, the Relief of Mafek-
ing, the captured and escaped pris-
oner of war; Churchill, who had
made the fleet ready in August 1914
— and who, as Chancellor of the
Exchequer, had just presented his
second budget to the House of Com-
mons a few weeks before.

I pitched my bundle of newspa-
pers into the truck, stood up as tall
as I could and said, "Sir, I am from
County Durham," wondering if I
ought to salute.

The grin on his face widened con-
siderably and he stepped closer, put
his hand on my shoulder and said,
"Jolly good. Carry on. God bless you
all." Then with a pat on my back he
left us.

-FRED FARROW
"Memories of the General Strike"

"I'm india-rubr)er!

After the River War, Churchill
returned to India to participate

in the all-India polo tournament,
which the 4th Hussars won. Robert
Baden-Powell, later founder of the
Boy Scouts, remembered the grand
dinner in honor of that occasion:

"Every team had its health
drunk, and when all was over there
suddenly sprang to his feet one of
the members of the 4th Hussars
team, who said, 'Now, gentlemen,
you would probably like to hear me
address you on the subject of polo!' It
was Mr. Winston Churchill.

"Naturally there were cries of 'No
we don't! ... Sit down!' and so on, but
disregarding all their objections,
with a genial smile he proceeded to
discourse on the subject. ... He pro-
ceeded to show how it was not mere-
ly the finest game in the world but
the most noble and soul-inspiring
contest in the whole universe, and
having made his point he wound up
with a peroration which brought us
all cheering to our feet. [Then] one in
authority arose and gave voice to the
feelings of all when he said: Well,
that is enough of Winston for this
evening,' and the orator was taken
in hand by some lusty subalterns
and placed underneath an over-
turned sofa upon which two of the
heaviest were then seated, with
orders not to allow him out for the
rest of the evening.

"But very soon afterwards he
appeared, emerging from beneath
the angle of the arm of the sofa,
explaining, 'It is no use sitting upon
me, for I'm india-rubber.'"

This sounds rather characteristic,
doesn't it?

-DOUGLAS RUSSELL
"Lt. Churchill, 4th Hussars"

Th System...

Anent Churchill's remark that
"Democracy is the worst system

of government, except for all the
other systems" (this space last
issue), Professor Manfred Weidhorn
refers us to his book, Churchill's
Rhetoric and Political Discourse
(Univ. Press of America: 1987) page
126, which suggests: "This is an
earthy, ironic version of James
Madison's sober, syllogistic judg-
ment: 'No government can be perfect
... That which is the least imperfect
is therefore the best government ...
Republican governments [are] the
best of all governments, because the
least imperfect.'" The quote is from
The Federalists vs the Jeffersonian
Republicans, ed. Paul Goodman
(NY:1967),p73. «
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