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Cover: Churchill on the War against Japan in
a patriotic poster, presumably 1945, ren-
dered into a postcard. (Crown Copyright,

Public Record Office.) Our copy bears a
British stamp with a special postmark com-

memorating the opening of Bletchley Park to
the public, sent to us by Gerald Lovell of ICS

United Kingdom. Finest Hour covered
Bletchley's general history in issue #85; in
this issue, Douglas Hall expounds on what

you will find inside, thanks to the fine efforts
and collection of Jack Darrah of ICS, UK.

See page 18.
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AMID THESE STORMS —
Trecently asked a friend who analyzes stocks for institutional investors why the
_LAmerican economic growth rate at 2.2% in 1992 was "the worst economy in fifty
years," while the 1996 rate at 2.2% is "a solid recovery." He replied, "I can't explain
it. Our chief advantage is that the Japanese and Europeans are worse off. It's like
three drunks weaving down the road, holding each other up. The worst thing is
that people just don't seem to give a damn."

Well, heck, they don't seem to give a damn about anything, except "me is-
sues" like government entitlements or prohibitions. Our despicable inaction over
lunatics who bomb innocent people in Manchester or Arabia or Belfast or in the air
is exemplary. What we should do is promise these people no publicity for their
cause, and an eye for an eye by SAS-type destroy-missions until as many of them
are dead as they murdered. Instead we'll probably convene another anti-terrorism
conference, and issue Gerry Adams another visa.

Churchill had problems with public apathy in the late 1930s, when he said
in frustration: "Thus we go on in strange paradox, decided only to be undecided,
resolved to be irresolute, adamant for drift, all-powerful to be impotent." I found
echoes of those words in a piece by newspaper editor Paul Greenberg, commenting
on one of many lackluster leaders (this is not quoted with respect to anyone in par-
ticular): "At his most electable, he is only reflecting our own desires, our own in-
creasingly tenuous values. [The spirit of the age] seems a remarkably spiritless
spirit: full of sentimentality without emotion, leadership without direction, ideal-
ism without sacrifice, policy without decisions, great ambition without clear pur-
pose, unending talk without much meaning or action." Quoting Greenberg, an-
other writer, Ramesh Ponnuru, concluded that the most depressing thing about
presentday leaders is that they "perfectly embody the cultural moment."

One pauses to examine the cultural moment. "Idealism without sacrifice"
sums it up. Think back: when recently did the national morale of the English-
Speaking Peoples reach high points? For Great Britain it was during the Falklands
War, when the citizenry awoke from a blue funk to cheer their country like they
hadn't since the Royal Wedding (uh, sorry to bring that up), and to proclaim once
again in fearless terms that Britons never never never would be slaves. For America
it was during the Gulf War, when we made heroes of our generals and laughed
with them when they showed us "the luckiest man in Baghdad," that driver who
got across the bridge just before we took it out.

Must we go to war periodically to recharge our moral batteries?
Wars, as Churchill often said, are very dangerous things, and his prefer-

ence was to avoid them. In 1938 he urged his countrymen to "lay aside every hin-
drance and endeavour by uniting the whole force and spirit of our people to raise
again a great British nation standing up before all the world; for such a nation, ris-
ing in its ancient vigour, can even at this hour save civilisation." It took a war to
grant that wish. His 1938 prescription would be a tall order in 1996, when fiscal or
societal catastrophe seems so distant, so much less threatening, than Adolf Hitler
seemed sixty years ago. The question is, will we again wait until catastrophe is
upon us, proving Churchill's most pessimistic maxim, that mankind is "unteach-
able from the cradle to the grave"?

• Not all secondhand booksellers will be delighted, but for Churchillians
it's good news: the Easton Press leather edition of The World Crisis — at about
$260/£172 the bargain of a lifetime — is back in print. Finest Hour will distribute
their brochure on this six-volume set, and in exchange they will pack an ICS
brochure with each set they sell. For ordering information, telephone Easton at
(800) 367-4534, toll-free in USA, dialing prefix 01 elsewhere.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH
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CHURCHILL SYMPOSIUM II
I write to report that things went well in
DC. The new format seemed to please
nearly everyone, and the quality of
papers that Jim Muller gathered this
time seemed to me to be superior.
-Paul Rahe, Tulsa, Okla., USA

The symposium was better, I believe,
than the last. The format — a five-
minute summary of the paper by its
writer; a twenty-minute response, open
discussion; and a ten-minute defense —
worked pretty well. The presenters
should be given credit for summaries
that were complete enough for those of
us who had not read their papers to get
the gist of their arguments. Paul Rahe
did a fine job of keeping everyone on
track and on time. Jim Muller of ICS
and Susan Nugent of the Wilson Center
did a superb job. The Washington Soci-
ety for Churchill netted a nice donation
to its treasury grateful for the generosi-
ty. Ron Helgemo, Reston, Va., USA

Editor's Response: ICS and the
Churchill Center are grateful to Jim
Morris and Susan Nugent of the cospon-
soring Woodrow Wilson Center for
Scholars for again helping arrange an
important Symposium in Washington,
D.C. The proceedings of "Churchill in the
Postwar Years" are expected to be pub-
lished in book form, like those of the first
symposium, "Churchill as Peacemaker,"
which will appear shortly from Cam-
bridge University Press.

VISITING CHARTWELL
Readers of your Chartwell article

(issue #90) may be interested in some
tips for visiting Chartwell by train. Our
first trip last September 25th, based on
advice from a hotel concierge, was Victo-
ria Station to East Croyden and a cab
ride to Chartwell. Alas, (1) it was not
open, and (2) the fare was £40. Our
friendly cab driver did return us to East
Croyden and suggested Oxsted, only five •
miles from Chartwell, as next our train
destination. The next day at Victoria, we
purchased Oxsted tickets for about £5
and walked to the Capital Coast
Express, tracks 15-19. It is important to
observe signs and track numbers saying,
"to East Grinstead and calling at "
since Oxsted is one of the "calling" sta-
tions. Cab fare from Oxsted to Chartwell
via Westerham costs about £5. I suggest
arranging for your cab to return at a des-
ignated time for the return journey to

DESPATCH BOX
Oxsted, since cabs are not available at
Westerham, and phoning for cabs is dif-
ficult. Our second attempt was success-
ful, and we enjoyed this wonderful
National Trust home and grounds, one
of the highlights of our trip to England.
-Dr. George I. Thomas, Seattle, USA

Chartwell sketch by Bernard Driscoll

We too took the train to Oxsted and
a taxi. The house reeks of the great
man's presence, and I don't mean the
lingering cigar aroma Sir Martin Gilbert
detected on his first visit to Churchill's
bedroom in 1970! (I was disappointed
that this room is not open to the public.)
The study was not as large as photos led
me to expect, but the whole house was
clearly a wonderful place to live and
work; no wonder Churchill loved it so for
forty years. My wife Julie couldn't
understand how Lady Churchill could
dislike it, especially as the fine weather
that day made the gardens and rolling
grounds especially beautiful.

We were so taken with walking the
grounds that we returned to the car
park just after closing time and found
no staff, taxis or working phone. So we
walked all the way back to Westerham,
partly by public footpath through dense
woods, in order to make our way back to
Oxsted and London by taxi and train. At
least I got a close look at the Nemon
statue on Westerham Green!
-Stan Smith, Littleton, Mass. USA

Editor's Response: Sir Winston's bed-
room is no secret, but is closed because it
would create a major traffic problem,
being a tiny room off the study with a
single entry. Lady Churchill's dislike
stemmed mainly from the enormous

expense Chartwell entailed over the
years, but the gardens you enjoyed were
very largely overseen by her. Your visit to
the Nemon statue at Westerham reminds
me of a piece of trivia: the plinth on
which that statue rests was a gift from
the people of Yugoslavia.

THE BALFOUR DECLARATION
One point regarding issue #89's

"Action This Day" column (page 16): Bal-
four did not "promise to establish a Zion-
ist state." The Balfour Declaration stated
that the British government 'Views with
favour the establishment in Palestine of
a national home for the Jewish people
and will use [its] best endeavours to
facilitate the achievement of this object."
In fact, at the time both the Zionists and
the British government were extremely
careful not to mention the prospect of a
future Jewish state. As Chaim Weiz-
mann, the Zionist leader, often said:
"Whether or not a Jewish state would
eventually emerge would depend upon
the response of the Jewish people to the
opportunity given them by the Balfour
Declaration."
-Norman Rose, Hebrew Univ., Jerusalem

CHURCHILL STATION?
If Britain wants to honour Churchill

with something other than huge busts
along the Thames (FH 88, p4), what
about a new station on the London
Underground? The French have a Paris
Metro station named after Roosevelt.
FDR must be the most appropriate
American president to honour in a tit-
for-tat with Churchill. A study of the
London underground map shows that
Grosvenor Square is not at present close-
ly served by a station. A new line linking
Hyde Park Corner (appropriately syn-
onymous with Roosevelt) to Bond Street
could provide a station right outside the
American Embassy and opposite the
existing statue of Roosevelt. The station
would be well used by Americans visit-
ing their Embassy and would-be visitors
seeking US visas. The new tunnel link-
ing the Piccadilly Line at Hyde Park
Corner to the Central Line at Bond
Street could be called the Victory Line.
What do readers think? Expressions of
support, or alternative ideas, are wel-
come. The best idea in terms of taste and
feasibility will be forwarded for consider-
ation by HM Government.
-Douglas Hall, Grantham, Lines., UK
(address on page 4) M
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

QUOTE OF THE SEASON
// Thave been wondering what would happen if the legend of St. George and

J. the Dragon were repeated under modern circumstances. St. George would
arrive in Cappadocia, accompanied not by a horse, but by a secretariat. He
would be armed not with a lance, but with several flexible formulas. He would
propose a conference with the dragon — a Round Table Conference, no doubt —
that would be more convenient for the dragon's tail. He would make a trade
agreement with the dragon. He woidd lend the dragon a lot of money of the
Cappadocian taxpayers. The maiden's release would be referred to Geneva, the
dragon reserving all his rights meanwhile. Finally St. George would be pho-
tographed with the dragon (inset — the maiden)."

WSC TO THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF ST. GEORGE, 24 APRIL 1933

JOE WOULD
HAVE INVADED
PARIS (Reuter), JUNE 15TH — So-
viet leader Josef Stalin would have
sent his armies on through Ger-
many into France in World War II
had the Allies not landed in Nor-
mandy, according to Kremlin
archive documents obtained by a
French university publication.
Communisme, a monthly on com-
munist studies, quoted minutes of
a November 1947 meeting in
Moscow between Stalin and then
French Communist party leader
Maurice Thorez.

"If Churchill had delayed open-
ing a second front in northern
France by a year, the Red Army
would have gone into France,"
Stalin is quoted. "Comrade Stalin
says we considered going as far as
Paris," the interpreter explained,
according to the minutes.

Excerpts of the minutes were
published by the news magazine
L'Evenement du Jeudi. "Thorez
says he can assure Comrade Stalin
that the French people would have
welcomed the Red Army enthusi-
astically... Comrade Stalin says
that in that case de Gaulle would
have left," the document said. De
Gaulle became France's leader
after Allied forces landed in
France in June 1944. The Allies
pushed German forces eastwards,
linking up with Soviet forces al-
most a year later.

According to the Kremlin docu-
ments, Stalin offered to send
weapons to the French Commu-

nists who had played a major role
in the Resistance and were then
France's largest political party.
Thorez, who had just stepped
down as deputy prime minister,
said Communists had caches of
arms, ammunition, radio transmit-
ters and were setting up paramili-
tary groups. "French Communists
have several radio stations broad-
casting clandestinely ... French
transmitters can maintain a per-
manent link with Moscow," Thorez
was quoted as saying.

A year after the Thorez-Stalin
meeting, French Communists led
strikes which were at the time sus-
pected of being aimed at seizing
power, and which were broken by
troops. The party maintained a
hardline pro-Soviet stance for
decades. Its veteran hard-liner
Georges Marchais retired in 1994
to leave the party leadership to
Robert Hue, who has said the
party was too slow to denounce the
Soviet system. -Jonah Triebwasser

LONDON
THIS SEASON

A book which claims that Mar-
tin Bormann, Hitler's deputy, was
snatched from Germany and set-
tled in England by Churchill, has
been awarded a £500,000 advance
by Simon & Schuster, one of
Britain's biggest publishing
houses, which "believes it has
landed one of the greatest publish-
ing coups of the decade," says

Steve Boggan in The Independent.
The book, ghost-written by Duff
Hart-Davis, introduces a mystery
intelligence officer calling himself
Christopher Crichton, who claims
that he and Ian Fleming (author of
the James Bond novels) led 150
British commandos to rescue Bor-
mann. Bormann supposedly had
access to billions of pounds stolen
from occupied countries and only
he could authorise its release from
Swiss banks so the Allies could re-
turn it to its rightful owners.

Interest ingly, "Christopher
Creighton" was the assumed name
of a British agent who said he re-
ported directly to Churchill, and
was allegedly responsible for ev-
erything from destroying the
Dutch steamer bringing America
news of the Japanese fleet sailing
for Pearl Harbor, to tricking the
Germans into expecting the D-Day
invasion at Calais rather than
Normandy. These stories appeared
in a 15-year-old book, The Paladin,
by Brian Garfield, reviewed in
Finest Hour #48. It would appear
that Crichton/Creighton has been
peddling this stuff for a long time.

"The idea that Churchill should
authorize such a preposterous op-
eration simply beggars belief,"
says Richard Overy, Professor of
Modern History at King's College,
London. "It would be impossible in
the chaos of the closing days of the
war to know where Bormann was,
let alone bank on getting to him."
Winston Churchill, MP says, "A
few years ago, Bormann was found
alive and well in the Congo. I regu-
larly get letters from a man who
sees Dr. Josef Mengele in his local
cafe." Adds Douglas Russell of
ICS/USA: "For a £500,000 ad-
vance, I will write a book proving
that Hitler was Lenin's illegiti-
mate son."

£500,000 would easily buy the
Churchill Center a building and
endow its upkeep forever. But
such plodding attempts to encour-
age serious historical research do
not pack the glitz of conspiracy
novels... >»»
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"NETWORKING" AT
'98 CONFERENCE

ICS United States is considering
adding a new "interactive" or "partic-
ipating" element to the next Ameri-
can conference at Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia in 1998. It is intended to
encourage more specific networking
among people of similar Churchill
interests. Depending on the degree
of participation and the number of
separate topics, a portion of one
afternoon will be set aside for specif-
ic "special interest tables" (or per-
haps small rooms) where those wish-
ing to participate can indulge them-
selves and their special interests.

Thus there might be separate
tables for collectors of Churchill
stamps, ephemera, Churchilliana,
postcards, cartoons, paintings,
books, etc. Other tables could be
devoted to thin slices of Churchill's
life: Cuba, Omdurman, Malakand,
the Empire, World War I, and so on.
If feasible, someone having an abid-
ing interest in the subject of each
group would give the discussion a
gentle push to get it rolling. There-
after, the conversation will be up to
the participants entirely.

An incomplete list of "table top-
ics" will be supplied to those regis-
tering, so each can express his or her
specific interest. Responses will form
the basis for selection. If you like
this idea, or if you have an idea for a
topic, please communicate with Vice-
President Bill Ives (address page 2).

CALL TO FARMS
LONDON, MARCH 5TH — A rare
photo showing "the moment when
Churchill decided to use agricul-
ture as a weapon against commu-
nism" (according to the Daily Tele-
graph) has come to light in the
archives of Massey-Ferguson, the
famous tractor firm, which were
being moved recently. The picture
was taken in 1950 while Churchill,
as Leader of the Opposition, was
drafting a manifesto with which he
won the general election the fol-

continued on page 8...

INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

Will ye no come back again?
SIR FITZROY MACLEAN (at left with Barbara
Langworth, Scotland, 1994) died unexpectedly
June 17th at the age of 87. He was a stalwart
Friend of ICS who with Lady Maclean twice
hosted the Society at their delightful Creggans
Inn on Loch Fyne, and a friend of Winston and
Clementine Churchill since the 1930s. That rela-
tionship became crucial when the Prime Minister

appointed Fitzroy to Brigadier, and asked him to lead the British
mission to Tito, whose Yugoslav partisans were battling the German
occupation. "What we want," Churchill said, "is a daring ambas-
sador-leader to these hardy and hunted guerillas." He found exactly
what he had asked for. The story of that adventure, in Fitzroy's clas-
sic, Eastern Approaches, and in less detail in his remarks to ICS
(1987 Proceedings) is testimony to what The Times called "an ama-
teur in the best sense of the word, [who] viewed politics not as an
absorbing career but as part of a life of service to the country."

He lived a long, admirable and enviable life. "A man of
action who is also a master of the English language," as Jock Colville
wrote, he left us with ageless, immortal adventure stories in a score
of outstanding books, from a History of Scotland to a Tito biography
and a panorama of the Soviet Union. Joining the Foreign Office in
1933, he put in for a post no one asked for in those days: the Moscow
Embassy. His wish granted, he soon arranged to visit romantic old
caravan cities like Samarkand, Bokhara and Tashkent. He wrote elo-
quently about them in his early books.

To escape his diplomat's exemption from military service he
ran for Parliament (holding Lancaster for the Tories for 1941-59),
joining the Cameron Highlanders as a private the moment he was
elected. He was financial secretary at the War Office from 1954 to
1957, and his knowledge of Russia was still being drawn upon as the
Soviet Empire finally collapsed. Ever a friend of the Yugoslav people,
he personally headed, in his eighties, relief missions to the Balkans
during the worst of the civil war there. In Dalmatia, which had
befriended him during the war years, the people never forgot their
Scottish "Ambassador-leader," who was granting them the wish of
the old Scottish air: "Will ye no come back again?"

Fitzroy's stories of Churchill were often profound but as often
humorous, for he was a close and dear old friend. "After the war, I
was lucky enough to be a member of Winston's Government and also,
with my wife, to be asked every now and then to Chequers or
Chartwell to join him and his family in their noisy, affectionate,
hilarious, often uproarious family life. That, as a friend said to me
the other day, was something that left you both wiser and also
warmer at heart. By his central humanity and by his statesmanship
and courage, Winston Churchill did something that not many politi-
cians seem to do nowadays. He caught people's imagination and won
their affection. When I heard of his death, I was on the hill here with
my head shepherd. Not a man much given to sentiment, he was
greatly moved. 'I feel,' he said, 'as if I'd lost one of my own family.'
That is how, I think, many of us felt and still feel today."

Dear Fitzroy. Many who had the great honor of knowing you
feel exactly the same now. May the English-Speaking Peoples be
granted more Fitzroy Macleans. May they come back again. RML
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ERJRATA, FH #90
Page 11 (Friends of ICS): In sec-

ond paragraph: for "sales and ac-
counting" read "sales."

Page 32, lefthand column, second
paragraph: for "Pamela Littleton"
read "Pamela Lytton." Thanks AMB.

lowing year. Churchill is watching
a demonstration of the Ferguson
TE20 tractor at Chartwell, where
he was lunching with manufac-
turer Harry Ferguson, along with
deputy leader Anthony Eden and
Christopher Soames, a future Min-
ister of Agriculture. The purpose of
the lunch was for Ferguson to ex-
plain his belief that communism
could be defeated if food produc-
tion could be boosted dramatically
with the use of his tractor.

Ferguson, an Ulster farmer's
son who had started production of
his revolutionary grey "Fergie" at
Coventry in 1946, persuaded Mr.
Churchill that farm production
costs could be cut through mass-
production of the TE20, priced at
around £300. It was the first trac-
tor to use effective hydraulic con-
trols, which enabled it to outper-
form more powerful and cumber-
some machines. More than half a
million were built at Coventry up
to 1960, and many are still in use
or preserved by collectors.

MELIK's RETURN
KHARTOUM, SUDAN, APRIL 15TH—

Negotiations are on with the
Sudanese government for the re-
turn of HMG Melik, the last re-
maining gunboat from Lord Kitch-
ener's 1898 campaign to recapture
the Sudan. The 145-footer was
built at Chiswick in 1897, shipped
in sections from England through
Suez to Ismailia, towed up to the
Sweet Water Canal and the Nile to
Wadi Haifa and moved by rail to
Abadiya, where the vessel was re-
assembled. Melik played a key role
in the defeat of the Mahdi at Om-
durman in 1898, where her fire-
power supported the celebrated
charge of the 21st Lancers in

Tke Tkings Tkey Say, Part 1,788:
Parade's Barrage 01 Bunk

JUNE 16TH — Parade, the weekly news-magazine distributed
with many American Sunday newspapers, speculated (so help us)

that "Churchill's status as an only child" had something to do with
his greatness. Finest Hour, prompted by a dozen readers, wrote to re-
mind them of Jack Churchill—and was dumfounded by their reply...

You are indeed correct to say that Winston Churchill had, shall
we say, a half brother, John, evidently sired by a man with whom his
mother had an affair, while Winston's father, Lord Randolph
Churchill, was indisposed with syphilis...I am sure you are aware
that some biographical sources overlook the brother, most likely be-
cause of the circumstances surrounding his birth. Strictly speaking
you are, of course, correct. At the same time, John was not the product
of Winston's mother and father's marriage.

-Larry Smith, Managing Editor

Dear Mr. Smith: Your reply is non-sequitur because, having been
raised with a person recognized as his brother, Winston was not an
"only child." But I am astonished that you would acknowledge such a
major boner by offering two more boners by way of explanation...

1) The notion that John Strange Spencer Churchill was "sired by
a man with whom his mother had an affair" was floated by—shall we
say — a spurious biographer whose only evidence was Lady Ran-
dolph's (considerably overblown) sexual reputation and the fact that
Jack was named after a family friend. The biographer soon found
himself on the losing end of a lawsuit, and certainly no serious biog-
rapher has ever repeated his conclusion, nor "overlooked" Jack
Churchill on such unsupportable and slanderous non-evidence.

2) The canard that Lord Randolph Churchill died from syphilis
arose some time after his death, and stuck so well that even his son
repeated it. However, as a thoroughly researched study of his symp-
toms and treatment will shortly reveal (in the British Journal of
Medical Biography and in shorter form in Finest Hour), Lord Ran-
dolph's illness had nothing to do with syphilis.

You and your colleagues can certainly be pardoned for believing
the wrong things about Churchill's parents. But if you are among the
five or six people left who still believe that Jack Churchill was some-
body else's son, and somehow kept under the table by embarrassed
biographers, I would suggest you keep that view to yourselves and
not publish it in your magazine. Lightning could strike twice!

-Cordially, RML

which young Winston took part.
Her post-Omdurman career

was less colourful. Having served
with the Egyptian Army and
Sudan Defence Force following the
campaign, she became a club house
for the Blue Nile Sailing Club, a
well-known haunt for expatriates
and foreign diplomats serving in
the Sudan. In 1987, Melik was

beached on the banks of the Nile
following exceptional floods. Since
then, the Melik Society, whose
president is the present Lord
Kitchener, has been trying to raise
the estimated £1 million needed to
finance her return to the UK and
fund her renovation, before her
condition deteriorates irreparably.
-Lloyd's List continued>»
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ENGLISH-SPEAKING
PEOPLES IN A NEW
ABRIDGED EDITION

NEW YORK, MAY 30TH — Barnes &
Noble Publishers has reprinted the
one volume abridged edition of
Churchill's History of the English-
Speaking Peoples, a boon for those
who lack the time or interest to
undertake the unabridged four vol-
umes. They did so with an offprint of
a book donated to the cause by ICS;
this is the twentieth Churchill title
brought back to life through the
efforts of the Society. The book costs
only $9.95 (plus $4.95 to ship, or
$9.95 outside continental USA) from
Barnes & Noble, 1 Pond Road, Rock-
leigh, NJ 07647, telephone (800)
843-2665, or fax (201) 767-1969.

AIREY AND
WHEELERS CLOSE
LONDON, JUNE 29TH — The 113-
year-old tropical outfitters in Pic-
cadilly, who kitted Winston
Churchill for India in 1895 and voy-
ages with Onassis in 1960, closed its
doors today, a victim of recession
and changing tastes. "To those who
still favour the comfortable cut of a
seven-ounce summer suit it is a
tragedy," wrote the Evening Stan-
dard. "The long racks of seersucker
suits, shorts, knee socks and Pana-

INTERNATIONAL DATELINES.

ma hats may not be the height of
fashion, but to wear them is instant-
ly to travel back to a time when
travel meant style. Proprietor
Anthony Airey, great grandson of
the founder, says, "In the very early
days we sold pith helmets. We did
'exclusively bespoke' until the Sec-
ond World War. It was my father
Maurice who suggested ready-to-
wear. He died only three months ago
and was very upset when we went
into administration." Airey hopes to
keep open a second, smaller shop in
Sackville Street

ROBERT HASTINGS

PASADENA, CALIF., MAY 23RD —
Robert P. Hastings passed away on
the morning of his 86th birthday. A
board member of the Churchill
Foundation of the United States, he
was a member of every significant
Churchill organization, including
ICS since 1972, and had assembled
one of the world's preeminent
Churchill libraries. He was a found-
ing partner of the Los Angeles law
firm of Paul, Hastings, Janofsky &
Walker; although he retired from
the firm at the age of 70, he contin-
ued to work out of his office in down-
town Los Angeles almost every day.
Cuttings editor John Frost, who sent
us the first obituary, referred to
Hastings as "my Churchill friend for
twenty-five years." Almost everyone
prominent in the Churchill field
knew Bob. RML

BERNARD SENDALL
LONDON, MAY 25TH — The former
Deputy Director-General of the Inde-
pendent Broadcasting Authority
(1955-77) died aged 83. Bernard
Sendall was a skilled, behind-the-
scenes operator whose analysis and
advice was relied on by two of his
masters, Winston Churchill (whom
he served as private secretary in the
Admiralty, 1939-40) and Brendan
Bracken (whom he served in the
same position when Bracken became
Minister of Information in 1941). He

struck up a rapport with Bracken,
Churchill's political "Mr. Fixit" at
Number Ten, who gave him the
nickname "Sunshine." Bracken liked
to keep the adjoining door between
their offices open so that he and
Sendall could keep up a constant
chatter as they went about their
appointed tasks. Sendall was an
austere civil servant, but he could be
very warm and friendly. -The Times

SIR JOHN PECK
DUBLIN, JANUARY 13TH — John
Howard Peck died just short of his
82nd birthday. Educated at Welling-
ton College and Corpus Christi,
Oxford, he joined the Admiralty in
1937 and served four First Lords
from Duff Cooper to Churchill, who
took him to Downing Street. Peck
remained with Churchill's secretari-
at throughout the war. In his mem-
oirs, Peck recalled an abiding image
of Churchill descending the stairs at
Number Ten during an air raid, clad
in a red quilted dressing gown
embossed with a writhing gold drag-
on, wearing a steel helmet and a gas
mask! The party proceeded to the
Air Ministry roof to watch the raid
and Churchill sat on a chimney pot
to keep warm, much to the conster-
nation of the occupants of rooms
below, which rapidly filled with
smoke! Peck accompanied Churchill
on a number of his wartime expedi-
tions and was present at Potsdam.
His natural diffidence made his rela-
tionship, though always friendly,
somewhat less intimate than it
might have been. After the war Peck
returned to the Foreign Office; his
last position was Ambassador to the
Irish Republic in 1970-72. He was
appointed a Companion of the Order
of St. Michael and St. George (CMG)
in 1956 and a Knight Commander
(KCMG) in 1971. DJH

ADVERTISEMENTS
Attempting to trace: copy of My Early
Life inscribed by WSC to Charles
Villiers. Please contact Edward Maggs,
50 Berkeley Square, London W1X 6EL,
tel (0171) 493-7160 if you can help.

FINEST HOUR 9 1 / 9



INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

i c s LOCAL & NATIONAL

United Kingdom
ICS, UK is calling for people inter-
ested in organising Branches in vari-
ous parts of the country, for the pur-
pose of local gatherings of the type
being held in Canada and the Unit-
ed States. All manner of venues and
programmes are available and wel-
come. If you would like to meet with
other nearby Friends of ICS, and are
willing to undertake the necessary
communication, contact Joan Harris
at the ICS offices in Kent (address
and telephone number on page 2).

New England
MANCHESTER, NH — A Champagne
dinner and cigar smoker is contem-
plated for Saturday November 30th
in celebration of Sir Winston's 122nd
birthday. Our guest speaker will
reflect on the world of 1874 and the
changes Churchill witnessed in his
lifetime, and how they affected his
political philosophy. If you wish to
attend, contact the editor at PO Box
385, Hopkinton NH 03229, tel. (603)
746-4433 weekdays.

Pennsylvania
DOWNINGTOWN, MAY 4th — Local
Friends of ICS didn't have to fly to
London to have dinner at Number
Ten Downing Street. An authentic
English pub in this eastern Pennsyl-
vania village had just the right
atmosphere, serving beef with York-
shire pudding to thirty-two Friends
and guests, assembled for a lecture
by Dr. David Jablonsky, US Army
War College, Carlisle, Pa., author of
Churchill, the Great Game and Total
War.

Dr. Jablonsky pointed out how
Churchill's life, studies, soldiering,
taste for adventure and honesty
made him the ultimate grand strate-
gist when he appeared on a stage set
for him during World War II. The
adversities of his youth, his speech
impediment, all shaped his attitude

toward war and prepared him for
leadership. Adding to this was intel-
ligence and an ability at deception to
confound the enemy. It was in the
leadership in total war, dealing with
the will of the people, that Churchill
made his greatest contribution as he
led his nation to victory.

As customary for speakers to
ICS Pennsylvania, we presented a
top hat to Dr. Jablonsky. WSC liked
wearing many kinds of hats and he
was often pictured in a top hat going
to and from Parliament.

A meeting is planned for Octo-
ber in which participants will bring
an article from their collections,
explain how they became interested
in Churchill, and swap duplicates.

If you live in or near eastern
Pennsylvania, your participation is
most welcome: contact Richard Raf-
fauf at 116 Hampshire Road, Read-
ing PA 19608, tel. (610) 777-1653.

Cleveland
JULY 9TH — ICS Friends gathered
at the Great Hall in Terminal Tower
for a dinner meeting and discusison
of Churchill's Sinews of Peace or
"Iron Curtain" speech in Fulton,
Missouri, recently commemorated
by Lady Thatcher's 50th Anniver-
sary speech (see last issue). There
was a half-hour videotape of the
ICS/Churchill Memorial Conference
on that occasion, followed by brief
comments from those present who
made the journey, including Bob
Riddle and Bill and Susie Truax. In
advance, Mike McMenamin provid-
ed Northern Ohio ICS Friends with
a handsome spiral bound back-
grounder containing both the
Churchill and Thatcher speeches,
excerpts from the conference pro-
gram with 1946 reactions to
Churchill's speech, and an article on
Thatcher's speech in The Spectator,
which makes a very useful hand-
book on the whole 1946-1996
anniversary. -Michael McMenamin

Northern Ohio Churchillians
meet regularly throughout the year.
For details on the next meeting con-
tact Michael McMenamin or Alexis
at 1300 Terminal Tower, Cleveland
OH 44113, tel. (216) 781-1212.

North Texas
DALLAS, MAY 18th — Friends of ICS
in North Texas were guests at the
home of Dr. and Mrs. Asa Newsome,
for a social hour with homemade ice
cream in their lovely garden, and a
presentation of Julian Davies,
Department of Political Science,
University of North Texas. The topic
was "Churchill Out of Office 1945-
1951." Davies's thesis was that
Britain and the Tory Party had
undergone significant social change
during the war years which over-
shadowed Churchill's tremendous
contribution. This led to his defeat in
the 1945 election. Lively questions
and comments followed the discus-
sion.

ICS North Texas meets regular-
ly. Please contact Nathan Hughes,
1117 Shadyglen Circle, Richardson,
Texas 75081, tel (214) 235-3208.

Detroit
JULY 17th — Local Friends of ICS
gathered at the Dearborn Inn for our
Detroit-area meeting. The speaker
was Fred Farrow of Farmington,
who repeated his absorbing first-
hand account of meeting Winston
Churchill during the 1926 General
Strike, which fascinated attendees
at the 1995 Boston Conference. (See
Finest Hour #89, page 8: "County
Durham, Sir!") As a young man,
Fred also heard and watched
Churchill live in the House of Com-
mons. Time was set aside to discuss
future local events, and there was an
opportunity to acquire Churchilliana
by purchasing chances on random
drawings.

If you live in the Detroit area and
are interested in future events, con-
tact Gary Bonine at 9000 E. Jeffer-
son, Apt 28-6, Detroit MI 48214, tele-
phone (313) 823-2951. s&
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Send your questions (and answers) to the Editor

Riddles, Mysteries, Enigmas Q
On origins of the "Manhattan"
cocktail...

Q
In
addi-

^.^ tioh to being
/ \ s an avid

Churchill fan
I am also a
die hard col-
lector of old
Land Rovers.
I once found
a photo in a
magazine of
Sir Winston
standing
beside his (I
presume)
Land Rover. I
was hoping
you might be

able to advise me on where I might
begin searching for a copy of that (or
another similar) photograph. Any
advice would be greatly appreciated.
-Paul Patsis <cpaulp@ix.netcojn.com>

A Land Rovers are for Churchil-
lophiles. I had one for years

here, crashed through the woods
with it, hauled young oaks, loved it
until electrolysis caused the body to
lose contact with the frame! ... There
was indeed a Land Rover on duty at
Chartwell. On one occasion Christo-
pher Soames drove Sir Winston out
in it, to where they were haying.
There was a big pile of hay into
which a rabbit had darted. Christo-
pher handed WSC a shotgun, the
rabbit shot out, and Churchill
dropped it with one shot. Part luck,
but part skill — he was a crack shot,
even in old age. We recommended
Mr. Patsis query Chartwell. Does
any reader know of a photograph of
the Chartwell Land Rover?

What does the "D" in "D-Day"
stand for?Q

A The question came up many
times in 1995. A lady in Essex

wrote The Sunday Times that she
had queried Churchill in 1964: "His
reply, almost by return post, said the
'D' simply stood for 'day,' the day of
the invasion." A Cornwall gent said
it stands for the first day in a partic-
ular operation, e.g. "D-2, troops
embark ... D+2 beaches secure," etc.
— which more or less agrees with
the Essex lady. But a man of Kent
advised that the "D" stands for
"Deliverance," making reference to
Churchill's promise that "the day of
deliverance" would surely come.

Q
Was Churchill related to
Franklin Roosevelt?

A Cornelius Mann's "Two
Famous Descendants of John

Cooke and Sarah Warren" (New
York Genealogical and Biographical
Record, LXIII 3, July 1942, pages
159-66) said that Churchill and Roo-
sevelt were eighth cousins, once
removed. Note also that the Ameri-
can Roosevelt 6c definitive stamp
(Scott #1284) is Churchill-related. It
is from a photo taken of FDR aboard
HMS Prince of Wales at Placentia
Bay, Newfoundland, the day after
the Atlantic Charter was proclaimed
in August 1941. (Dalton Newfield in
Finest Hour #15.)

Did Sir Winston have any con-
nection to the Legion of Fron-

tiersmen? On 26 February 1953, he
received a Kauri Cigar Cabinet from
Lt. E. H. Rhodes-Wood, who is I was
a member of the New Zealand Com-
mand of the Legion of Frontiersmen.
-Lt. Col. J. Henley, ACM, AMM,
Commandant of Queensland Com-
mand, Legion of Frontiersmen.

A We are unable to provide the
answer, and ask any reader

who can assist to write Col. Henley
at PO Box 75, Zillmere, Queensland,
Australia 4034, copy to the editor.

A According to a brochure pub-
lished by the Mayflower Hotel,

Washington, the Manhattan cocktail
"began at the Manhattan Club in
New York City in 1874, when Jenny
[sic] Jerome gave a party for Samuel
J. Tilden, newly elected Governor of
New York. She asked the bartender
to mix a special drink for the occa-
sion, which she named after the
Club. Miss Jerome went on to
become the mother of Sir Winston
Churchill, and the Manhattan went
on to become one of the world's most
enduring cocktails." (Phyllis Ruoff,
who copied the above verbatim,
writes: "Jennie was only 19 in 1874,
and married in April; and ladies did-
n't go to Clubs in 1874. So I think
this is far-fetched." Does any reader

• care to amplify?) M

Wit and Wisdom:
Rt. Hon. Gentlemen...

• STANLEY BALDWIN
"In [1920] the Lord President was
wiser than he is now; he used fre-
quently to take my advice." (1935)

• SIR OSWALD MOSLEY
"I can well understand the Hon.
Member speaking for practice,
which he badly needs." (1930)

• WILLIAM GRAHAM (Lab.)
"He spoke without a note, and al-
most without a point." (1931)

• RAMSAY MACDONALD
"He has more than any man the
gift of compressing the largest
number of words into the smallest
amount of thought." (1933)

• SIR KINGSLEY WOOD
"My Rt. Hon. Friend has not been
long enough in office to grow a
guilty conscience." (1938)

• JOHN FOSTER DULLES
"Dull, Duller, Dulles." (1953) &
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ACTION THIS DAY BYJOHNG. PLUMFIDN

One hundred years ago:
Summer 1896 • Age 21
Sailing to India

A s Churchill prepared to embark
XJdbr India with the 4th Hussars
he found his future "utterly
unattractive. I look upon going to
India ... as useless and unprofitable
exile. I feel that I am guilty of an
indolent folly that I shall regret all
my life." To his mother he wrote, "It
is useless to preach the gospel of
patience to me. Others as young are
making the running now and what
chance have I of ever catching up."
Notwithstanding these concerns and
many other pleas to his mother, he
sailed for India on the Britannia on
September 11th. Lt. Churchill, 4th Hussars, 1895

Seventy-five years ago: Summer 1921 • Age 46
A Season of Losses: Jennie, Marigold, Cassel

This was a year of great sadness
and loss for the Churchill family.

Complications from a fall resulted in
the death of Winston's mother on 29
June. One of Jennie's biographers
suggests that while her influence on
Winston alone would have justified
her place in history, the meaning of
her life encompassed much more:
"Jennie was part of the action and
passion of her world, and no woman
in her era played a greater part in
its history." Former Prime Minister
Asquith said of her: "She lived every
inch of her life up to the edge." Of
many notes of sympathy Churchill
received, perhaps the comment from
Lord Esher may have given him the
most solace: "She was such a dear,
and her great reward in life was
you." Jennie was sixty-seven.

In August, Winston and
Clementine's daughter, Marigold,
died at the age of two. Ironically,
modern antibiotics would have made
her illness incidental. She was
buried in London's Kensal Green
cemetery. Once again his friends
sent many condolences. Notable

among the letters was the following
from Lord Grey of Fallodon: "You
were saying the other day how close-
ly death had pressed home to you
this year: and now it has come again
in a particularly poignant form. The
death of a little child seems to me to
be more difficult than any other to
reconcile with any scheme we can
imagine of the fitness and purpose of
things. But I know you are brave
enough to bear suffering and I think
you are strong enough to enlarge
your outlook and to grow and not to
be withered by anything you have to
go through. It may be harder still for
your wife, who has not your work to
pass the time for her."

Margot Asquith wrote in her
memoirs that "no true woman ever
gets over the loss of a child. It was
certainly so with Clementine. But
she did not indulge her grief: rather
she battened it down, and went on
with life and all its persistent, trivial
demands." Diana was twelve, Ran-
dolph was ten, Sarah was seven.
Mary would be born the next year.

In September Sir Ernest Cassel,

a mentor of Winston's, died.
Churchill was given the news by his
wife: "... I have been through so
much lately that I thought I had lit-
tle feeling left, but I wept for our
dear old friend." Cassel had been a
close friend of Lord Randolph
Churchill who had once considered
placing his son in business under
Cassel's patronage. Churchill wrote
to Cassel's granddaughter, Edwina,
who married Lord Louis Mountbat-
ten this same summer: "He was a
valued friend of my father's and I
have taken up that friendship and
have held it all my grown up life. I
had the knowledge that he was very
fond of me and believed in me at all
times — especially in bad times...he
told me that he hoped he would live
to see me at the head of affairs."

Fifty years ago:
Summer 1946 • Age 71
"If you can meet with
Triumph and Disaster..."

In June Lord Moran recorded in
his diary that his famous patient

seemed to be ready to come back. "A
short time ago," Churchill told him,
"I was ready to retire and die grace-
fully. Now I'm going to stay and
have them out....I'll tear their bleed-
ing entrails out of them. I'm in pret-
ty good fettle [which I attribute to]
the Jerome blood." However, the
next month Moran found Churchill
"in poor heart — one of his black
moods. 'I'm fed-up,' he said. Victory
has turned to sackcloth and ashes.'"
This feeling would be later
expressed in Churchill's reference to
Clemenceau's post-World War I book
Le Grandeur et la Misere de la Paix.
After this war," said Churchill, "it is
all misere and no grandeur." An
additional month later Moran
recorded: "Winston is happy at
Chartwell, as happy as he can be
when the world has gone all wrong."

Churchill expressed concern
about a book by Elliott Roosevelt
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(FDR's son) which expressed the
view of some Americans that
Churchill had unnecessarily
delayed the cross-Channel inva-
sion of Europe for two years.
Churchill said: "I asked Monty
whether we could have invaded
France before we did and Monty
answered that it would have been
madness. We could not have done
it without the landing craft."

Churchill was more concerned
about the future, especially the
prospect of war between Russia
and the Anglo-Americans. He was
expressing more concern about
Russia's intentions, which had
become very clear to him at
Potsdam. He helped prepare for
any coming clash by advocating
European unity. In France he
recalled his visit to Paris in 1883,
when his father had explained the
Franco-German fight over Alsace-
Lorraine; and his visit to the
French Army in 1907, when he
"felt that by those valiant bayo-
nets the rights of man had been
gained and that by them these
rights and also the liberties of
Europe would be faithfully guard-
ed. The road has been long and
terrible," he reflected. "I am aston-
ished to find myself here at the
end of it all." He called on the two
nations to "preserve and fortify
our united action. Never let us
part."

His theme that "Europe must
arise from her ruin and spare the
world a third and possibly a fatal
holocaust" was best expressed in a
speech at Zurich University which
was only slightly less influential
than the Iron Curtain speech ear-
lier in the year. He began with "I
wish to speak to you today about
the tragedy of Europe, [that] noble
continent ... the fountain of
Christian faith and Christian
ethics ... and the origin of most of
the culture, arts, philosophy and
science both of ancient and mod-
ern times ... If Europe were once
united in the sharing of its com-
mon inheritance, there would be
no limit to the happiness, to the

prosperity and glory which its
three or four hundred million peo-
ple would enjoy. Yet it is from
Europe that has sprung that
series of frightful nationalistic
quarrels, originated by the
Teutonic nations, which we have
seen even in this twentieth centu-
ry and in our own lifetime, wreck
the peace and mar the prospects
of all mankind." To prevent a
recurrence of these quarrels he
called for a "United States of
Europe," beginning with a part-
nership between France and
Germany. "There can be no
revival of Europe without a spiri-
tually great France and a spiritu-
ally great Germany."

Churchill's personal concern
was for Chartwell, which he had
owned since 1922. He had placed
it on the market in 1938 but
financial help from a friend had
allowed him to keep it. He had
over £100,000 in the bank and cal-
culated that he needed £12,000
per year to live. Since he wanted
the income from his war memoirs

to go to his heirs, he determined
to sell Chartwell in order to aug-
ment his income.

When asked by a friend if he
would sell Chartwell for £50,000
to friends who would allow him to
live in it for the rest of his life
before turning it over to the
National Trust, Churchill replied:
"Yes, and [I will] throw in the
corpse as well." Nowhere is the
memory kept so green as at
Chartwell, and we all thank and
honour the following people who
purchased Chartwell and left it,
not just to the British Nation, but
to the world, as a memorial and
tribute to the life of Sir Winston
Churchill: Lord Bearsted, Lord
Bicester, Sir James Laird, Sir
Hugo Cunliffe-Owen, Lord Catto,
Lord Glendyne, Lord Kenilworth,
Lord Leathers, Sir James
Lithgow, Sir Edward Mountain,
Lord Nuffield, Sir Edward
Peacock, Lord Portal, James
deRothschild, J. Arthur Rank, Sir
Frederick Stewart and, especially,
Lord Camrose.

Twenty-five years ago: Summer 1971
Lord Warden, A Quarter Century On

TTUnest Hour #20 celebrated the
A? 25th (now 50th) anniversary
of Sir Winston's investiture as
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports,
explaining that the honor had
been conferred in 1941 with the
installation deferred until the end
of the war: "The origins of the
Cinque Ports are lost in antiquity,
but it is generally agreed that the
confederacy began long before
1066 ... England offered no effec-
tive naval resistance to Danish
and Norman invasions. So it was
that Hastings, Romney, Hythe,
Dover and Sandwich formed an
association to provide and man a
naval defense force. Winchelsea
and Rye were added later to these
'head ports' and some thirty other
inland towns became supporting
'limbs.'

In "As Others Saw Him" we
ran some revisionism: "The
British do not deserve a charlatan
like Churchill ... one need only
observe him for a short while in
order to see through him com-
pletely." (Adolph Hitler)

Elsewhere we offered (appro-
priately — see page 40) contempo-
rary reviews of the Malakand
Field Force, coupled with "A
Guide to Reading Churchilliana"
by Martin Gilbert. On contempo-
rary themes, Stewart Alsop wrote
of a 1948 conversation in which
Churchill mused: "America. A
great and powerful country, like a
strong horse, pulling the rest of
the world up behind it, toward
peace and prosperity. But will
America stay the course?" Many
still ask, but so far, so good. M
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Life With My Parents
Winston and Clementine

Lady Soames, Patron of the Churchill Societies,
is Sir Winston and Lady Churchill's only
surviving child and her mother's biographer.
Nairn Attallah talked to her about life with
them and sought her views on the current
reevaluation of her father's legacy.

NAIM ATTALLAH: When writing about your child-
hood you say that although elements of anxiety, sorrow
and disappointment began to appear as the years went by,
in your own recollection it is the happiness which pre-
dominates. Is that in effect a tribute to your parents, who
helped shield you from the darker side of life?

LADY SOAMES: I wrote those lines after describ-
ing life at Chartwell and the wonderful Christmases
we had there. As life went on and I became a
teenager I began to know that life wasn't a garden of
Eden, and it was disquieting to me because of my
idyllic childhood at Chartwell.

The first time I saw my mother cry was one of the
most traumatic moments of my young life. I had
very rarely seen grown-ups cry and to see this beau-
tiful woman, whom I loved and admired and also
rather feared, weeping and completely disintegrated
with grief was a terrible shock to me.

I saw my parents a lot because we children were
never kept away in the nursery wing, and also I was
very much the Benjamin, so I strayed around all over
the house and never felt I was excluded from my
parents' life when they were at Chartwell.

Although your mother was devoted and conscientious,
there was never any doubt that Winston came first. You
seem not to have had any sense of grievance about this.
Did you come to mind it later?

Not at all. We all felt that our parents had other
very important things to do. I never felt neglected
emotionally or in any other way by them. It was in
my mother's nature to be dedicated, and it was true
also of my father, luckily for him and perhaps for the
world as well. However, much later, when I knew my

Published by kind permission of Sarah Wasley and Quartet
Books Ltd., London. Nairn Attallah's new novel, A Timeless Pas-
sion, is published by Quartet Books at £10.

husband Christopher was going into politics, I took a
vow in my heart that I would try to give my children
a greater priority than perhaps we had with my
mother. But I think it very important in this context
to remember that when my mother was bringing up
her children it wasn't a mark of bad mothering to
have nurses and governesses; it was part of the way
of life in that stratum of society. I certainly never re-
garded her as a bad mother.

Was your mother difficult in her relationships with peo-
ple generally?

She was a very complex and emotionally charged
character, but she wasn't difficult all the time. She
had enormously high standards which she imposed
with varying degrees of success on her children but
she was also very hard on herself. She adored my fa-
ther, was completely absorbed in his life, and in-
volved in his politics and she felt it all with every
fibre of her being. But she was undoubtedly a highly
strung animal.

But did she clash with your father because of that?
Yes. Perhaps history would have been different if

my father had married a docile yes-woman; he might
have had an easier time at home. But my mother had
the will and the capacity to stand up to my father, to
confront him and to argue with him, and the fact that
she had that capacity is more important than
whether she was always right.

I don't think she was always right, but she took a
passionate interest in his political life, and there's no
doubt that sometimes her judgments about his
friends were truer than his. I've always thought my
father married an equal in temperament and in spirit.

You refer in your book to what you call 'slaps at Win-
ston's departed greatness.' What did you have in mind?
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I suppose I was thinking of how much I minded
that in quieter times, people took slaps at my father.
But I've been brought up in a rough political school,
so one accepts that that must be so.

No true historian of the war is guilty of unjust or
ill-informed criticism, but people who write meretri-
cious histories are being tremendously wise after the
event. They assume that we knew that we were
going to win. But when you lived through it at the
side of people like my father who were so deeply in-
volved in it, the uncertainties were enormous. I feel
that people very often don't understand how much
the war was lived step-by-step and day-by-day.

Did your father ever despair?
A lot has been made of the depressive side of his

character by psychiatrists who were never in the
same room with him. He himself talks of his black
dog, and he did have times of great depression, but
marriage to my mother very largely kennelled the
black dog. Of course, if you have a black dog it lurks
somewhere in your nature and you never quite ban-
ish it; but I never saw him disarmed by depression.
I'm not talking about the depression of his much
later years, because surely that is a sad feature of old
age which afflicts a great many people who have led
a very active life.

Was he dictatorial?
No. He had a greater measure of power than any

leader in democratic times in our country, but you
must remember that every Tuesday when he was in
this country and the House was sitting, he answered
questions in the House of Commons.

He always regarded himself as a servant of Parlia-
ment, and I don't think there is a recorded instance of
his having gone against the decisions of the joint
chiefs of staff. Of course, he would argue his corner
but it's not true to say he always got his way; he
didn't, and sometimes it made him very cross. Some-
times he even acknowledged they were right.

Several times during the war he pressed some-
thing to a vote of confidence which people found
rather tiresome because of course he would always
get the vote of confidence, but he wished to demon-
strate to the world that this was a war waged by a
democratic country, and that he was empowered by
the democratic vote even at the height of the war.

Tell me how you first fell in love with Christopher
Soames.

It wasn't love at first sight on my side, I have to
say, but we met for the very first time in the British
Embassy in Paris where, years and years later, he

was to be ambassador and that was rather romantic.
The U.S. Secretary of State was going to be in Paris

and my father wanted to see him. We both flew to
Paris for twenty-four hours, and in those twenty-four
hours I met Christopher Soames. I think he fell in
love with me straight away, and I did quite quickly
after that, but the first time I really thought he had
other fish to fry.

Did you have other fish to fry?
No. I was rather unhappy when I came out of the

army. I'd had an interesting, exciting war as the
equivalent of a captain. I'd served in mixed anti-air-
craft batteries, and inasmuch as it was possible then
for women in England I'd been in action against the
enemy. In some ways one felt sparkling and confident
and yet in other ways not. I hadn't been in my own
world for five years, and most of my friends were ei-
ther dead or still in the army or abroad. I found it
quite difficult to reestablish life at home and I wasn't
very happy. My father was enormously famous, and I
was made much of and had a lovely time wherever I
went with him; but my own personal life wasn't very
satisfactory. Then, within a year of being demobilised,
suddenly wonderful Christopher Soames appeared
on the horizon and, like my parents, I married and
lived happily ever afterwards.

As Parliamentary Private Secretary to your father,
Christopher Soames was a key figure, particularly when
your father suffered a stroke and was scarcely functioning.
How was it possible to keep this from the public and keep
things running smoothly?

That's really an extraordinary episode, and the
more I look back on it, the more extraordinary I think
it is. Again fate steps in. My father sustained the
stroke in the evening at a dinner party in Downing
Street, having earlier presided at a Cabinet meeting.
Harold Macmillan and Rab Butler and several others
were absolutely amazed afterwards when they
learned of the extent of the stroke. They all said that
Winston was rather silent and looked pale but none
of them at the time noticed anything seriously amiss.

By the morning Lord Moran [his doctor] had diag-
nosed a stroke and my father headed for Chartwell,
having walked to the car from Number Ten. When
he got to Chartwell, which was an hour's drive
away, he couldn't get out of the car, and had to be
carried inside. So it was only then that the worst ef-
fects of the stroke became obvious, and at Chartwell
he was kept absolutely incommunicado. That week-
end Lord Moran told Christopher that he thought
my father was going to die. Christopher didn't tell
me that, but I knew he was very ill.
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He was there for six weeks and somehow — it
couldn't happen now — Christopher and John
Colville [Churchill's private secretary] between them
kept the machine turning over. Julian Amery is very
naughty about it: he always says that Christopher
was Prime Minister, but it isn't true that Christopher
ever said that or ever felt that he was.

What did you think of de Gaulle?
I admired him enormously: to me he represented,

as he did to my father, whatever their differences and
quarrels, resurgent France, the soul of France. I was
also much alarmed by him, but he was very civil and
kind to me.

The only time I really had a conversation with him
was at luncheon in the Elysee, when I sat next to him
shaking with nerves. He was not an easily approach-
able person and we had an extraordinary conversa-
tion. He asked me, 'Que faites-vous a Paris, madameV
and so I panicked and I said, ']e promene mes chiens,
Monsieur le President.'

Instead of putting me down for giving an ab-
solutely asinine answer to his question, he became
very interested. He wanted to know what dogs I had
and where I walked them and then suggested I take
them to the He de Cygnes, which is a little island in
the middle of the Seine. He drew it for me on the
menu, and thereafter I always used to walk my dogs
on the He de Cygnes with grateful thoughts to the
General.

Did you warm to him?
I never had much time to, but I think one could

have done. He was very fond of my mother, ever
since the time when she flew at him for making a
very anti-British remark. My father had missed it be-
cause he was at the other end of the table, and any-
how Papa's French wasn't very good, but when the
General insulted the British fleet Mama retaliated in
perfect French. The next day there arrived the most
enormous arrangement of flowers, and thereafter he
respected and liked her very much. For years after
my father died he sent my mother a personal letter
on the anniversary of his death.

You write of your parents' relationship, "she was the
scabbard to his sword, and she kept it shining1." Do you
think that sort of commitment still has a modern applica-
tion, or is it hopelessly outmoded?

I think it's a little sad that husband and wife enter-
prises aren't any longer thought to be particularly ad-
mirable. I'm in rather a muddle about this because I
do want women to have careers, yet at the same time
I recognise that it is quite difficult for women to have

Mary and her father at Chartwell, mid-1920s.

careers and to run families. I sometimes think that
women have found liberation but haven't quite
found out how to manage it.

Did your father have time to show you affection when
you were young?

Both my parents were enormously affectionate,
visibly so, and he was a great hugger, my father, and
loved having us around. The stiff upper lip of* the
British upper class had really no part in our family
life; it was something I read about in books. I may
have been deeply shocked the first time I saw my
mother cry, because that was as a result of a great
drama in the family, but I often saw my father weep
and it never struck me as odd that a man should ex-
press emotion.

What kind of thing made your father cry?
He was moved by events and tragedies, by people

behaving nobly, by poetry ... I've seen him recite
Shakespeare and his eyes brimming with tears. He
wept easily. He wasn't ashamed of it.

Were you aware of being set apart from your peers by
virtue of your father's importance, and if so, was that
something you found difficult to cope with?

We were all brought up with a great sense of pub-
lic service. I would have thought it contemptible in
me to have wished my parents to be at my school
sports day; what did it matter if they saw me coming
fourth in the egg and spoon race? When the war
broke out and papa took office, my feelings for him
as his child became confused and mingled with the
feelings I had as an ardent young Englishwoman.
My father was the hero of the hour, to whom we all
clung. Me too.
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For much of the Thirties your father had been in the po-
litical wilderness. Then in May 1940 he began his "walk
with destiny" for which he considered all his earlier life to
have been a preparation. How great a part do you think
destiny played in all this?

Destiny played a great part, because when he was
a young soldier of fortune and seeking "reputation in
the cannon's mouth," he could have lost his life on
about five or six different occasions. Although my fa-
ther longed to be in office in the Thirties my mother
often said to me that it was a real blessing that he
never held office then, because he couldn't single-
handedly have turned the tide of appeasement and
slow rearmament; he would have been involved in
government in a time that came to be regarded, per-
haps rather unjustly, as the dark decade when we
were purblind. As it was, he was able to start with a
clean slate.

Churchill was held in near-veneration during his life-
time. In more recent times the history books have not been
especially kind. How do you respond to criticism of your
father's wartime record?

I try not to mind too much about judgments on
public events. I dislike mean judgments and those
based on being wise after the event. But of course my
father must stand the test of history. He didn't do
everything right or make all the right judgments, but
we did manage to win, despite all the mistakes, so I
can only imagine the enemy made even more. One
must keep these things in perspective, but of course I
find it difficult to detach myself entirely, and when
it's a question of personal criticism, I sometimes
know his critics are actually wrong.

Do you think your father ever took decisions which
were perhaps good for Britain but were rather question-
able on moral grounds?

My father would have done almost anything to
win the war, and war is a rough business. I daresay
he had to do some very rough things, but he wasn't
a man who took these sorts of decisions lightly. All
those things weighed with him, but they didn't
unman him.

L. n the love and devotion between your parents there
seem to have been only two ripples: one when your father
wrote to Clementine saying that she absolutely had no
need to be jealous, we know not of whom; the other when
your mother, at the age of 50, fell in love with Terence
Philip. I had the impression that you tried to play down
the possible significance of this attachment, saying these
five months had "the unreality of a dream."

By that time, I was old enough to want to under-
stand and I wrote what I believe to be the truth about
that relationship. I truly believe it had the air of unre-
ality about it; it was a holiday romance, and she
came back to base. She certainly didn't seek it, and
he himself was, I believe, quite lukewarm. How
much do you tell your children about a relationship
you have had with a man who wasn't their father?

I asked her, "Mama, were you ever in love with
him?" and she said, "Well, I was rather in love with
him, for a time, and he wanted me to be." But it
wasn't a commitment, it wasn't planned and plotted,
by which I mean she didn't go on the cruise to meet
Terence Philip.

But when she came back she brought a little dove
with her; it lived for two or three years and is buried
under the sundial in the Garden at Chartwell, and
round the base my mother had engraved the words:
"It does not do to wander too far from sober men,
but there's an island yonder, I think of it again."

Is fidelity always important in marriage, or can some
marriages rise above it?

I'm sure some marriages can rise above it, and I'm
very sorry whenever I see that lack of fidelity has
caused a marriage to crash to the ground. Fidelity
seems to me to be a very important ingredient in
marriage: it's part of the commitment, but equally I
think it's in certain people not to be able to be faith-
ful, and one must hope then that they are married to
partners who can sustain that. For my own part, I
would have hoped not to know about it; and if I had,
I would have hoped to keep it in proportion.

You must sometimes have had the feeling, particularly
when your father died, that he somehow belonged as much
to the British people as to your own family. Did that help
ease the loss, or did it sharpen its poignancy?

When my father died it was a great loss, but also
for him it was such a release. Life had become a bur-
den, and it would have been a selfish person who
would have wanted him to linger after all he had
done in life. It was time, it was time.

You have sometimes joked that you feel like the last of
the Mohicans. Am I right in thinking a certain sorrow in-
fuses the jocularity?

Yes. One's alone in the little shelf of one's genera-
tion. I miss Sarah [her sister] particularly; she was
the closest to me, and when she died, it was awful.
We were great friends, and she was my heroine. I
miss her very much. But anybody who lives beyond
70 or so is in the foothills of old age, and you can't ar-
rive there without suffering anything. M>
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Bletchley Park Blooms with Churchilliana
The nerve-centre of Britain's successful codebreaking effort
now joins Chartwell, Blenheim and the Cabinet War Rooms

on the UK's popular "Churchill Trail/' Ulsterman Jack Darrah,
longtime Friend of ICS United Kingdom, has devoted his

massive collection and untold hours to its perfection.
BY DOUGLAS J. HALL

PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY JACK DARRAH

Jack and Rita Darrah admire Bletchley's Nemon bust.

F inest Hour #85 covered the history and wartime
role of Bletchley Park, the location of the top-
secret Ultra code-breaking team described by

Churchill as, "My geese that laid the golden eggs and
never cackled." A plan to demolish the site and build
houses and a business park was overturned by the
active lobbying of a small group of enthusiasts who
were determined to preserve it as an important part
of the British national heritage. The Bletchley Park
Trust is now embarked on an ambitious programme
to develop the whole site into a series of museums
covering its wartime role and the spin-off benefits
which accrued to the electronics, data processing and
telecommunications industries.

Housed in two large and sumptuous rooms in the
Mansion, and one of the first of the new exhibitions
to open to the public, is the Darrah-Harwood collec-

. tion of Winston Churchill memorabilia. High on a
mantel, overlooking the show-cases, is a larger-than-
life marble bust of Churchill by Oscar Nemon. A
replica of the bust in the Queen's Guard Chamber at

Mr. Hall is FH's features editor.

"Likes and Leisures" showcase relates to WSC hobbies.

Windsor Castle, it was presented anonymously to
the Bletchley Park Trust to commemorate Churchill's
links with the site. Eleven large showcases house a
magnificent collection of Churchilliana and the walls
of both rooms are hung with an estimable assembly
of prints — some of Churchill's own paintings, plus
photographs, drawings and tapestries.

An eye-catching display on one wall is the "Win-
ston Churchill Quilt" made in 1987 by Mrs. Mary
Mayne. It was originally a prize-winning entry in the
Great British Quilt Festival at Harrogate, where it
represented the Birth Room at Blenheim Palace in a
competition to design a quilt for a bedroom in a
Stately Room. It measures 7 x 5 feet, appliqueed and
hand-quilted, and took nine months to make. A no-
tice alongside recounts that when making the quilt
Mrs. Mayne had difficulty in finding a piece of fabric
suitable for Churchill's overcoat. In desperation she
raided her husband's wardrobe and cut off a large
part of the leg from a pair of his trousers! He found
out, so the cost of the quilt included a new pair of
trousers for Mr. Mayne!

The major part of the collection was built up over
many years by a Friend of ICS, UK, Jack Darrah. It is
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