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QUOTE OF THE SEASON
// A nyone can see what the position is. The Government simply can-

l\not make up their minds, or they cannot get the Prime Minister
to make up his mind. So they go on in strange paradox, decided only to
be undecided, resolved to be irresolute, adamant for drift, solid for fluidi-
ty, all-powerful to be impotent. So we go on preparing more months and
years—precious, perhaps to the greatness of Britain—-for the locusts to

eat.'
WSC, DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 12 NOVEMBER 1936

STOP PRESS:

Record Breaking Success:
1996 Conference hosted by ICS, UK

(full article and photos next issue)

Chartwell (left) and Ashdown Park were Conference venues.

I
n a combined operation that
would do credit to Lord Mount-
batten, ICS brought 200 dele-

gates from five countries to the 13th
Churchill Conference in England,
which spread over five days, 2-6
October, covering four venues from
Oxford to Kent. Overlapping the
Conference was the 8th Churchill
Tour, which hosted 70 people on a
twelve-day tour of "Churchill's Eng-
land" from the West Country to
London. All events were sold out,
the tour was the largest in history,
the conference the largest event
ever in England.

The Churchill Societies offer
grateful thanks to this year's host,
ICS United Kingdom, and its chair-
man David Boler and his commit-
tee, including his wife Diane, Joan
Harris, John Cook, Ian Maxwell-
Scott; Parker Lee; Blenheim ban-
quet organizers Wyhna Wayne and

Barbara and Richard Langworth;
the Churchill Tour, managed by
Garry Clark; and scores of others
including Lady Soames, Celia
Sandys, Lord Deedes, noted aca-
demics and authorities, and the
staff of Chartwell, more who gave
talks or helped guide tour parties.
We especially thank the Pol-Roger
family and Bill Gunn of Pol Roger
UK for champagne. Our only regret
was missing Wendy Reves, forced
by illness to remain home.

In Dorset and Devon in late
September, Elizabeth Snell, author
of The Churchills, guided the 8th
Churchill Tour to homesites and
farms of the early Churchills,
opened by the kindness of their
owners, many featuring stunning
refreshments and brilliant high
teas. In Sherborne, an ICS
Blenheim Award was presented to
Finest Hour senior editor Ashley

Redburn for his great services to the
Society. The tour then turned east
to Marlborough, where it was host-
ed at a garden luncheon by Celia
Sandys and Ken Perkins, with hon-
orary member Robert Hardy as
guest speaker. From Oxford there
were three more days of events
beginning at Bletchley Park (see
last issue), where we toured the his-
toric property and viewed the mar-
velous Churchill exhibit with its cre-
ator, Jack Darrah of ICS, UK.

The tour joined the first Confer-
ence event at Blenheim Palace

October 2nd, where a capacity party
of 160 dined in the Great Hall and
presented the Duke of Marlborough
with the Blenheim Award for his
life's work in preserving Blenheim
for the nation and the world. Octo-
ber 3rd was an off-day, when the
tour party visited Ditchley,
Churchill's alternate wartime coun-
try residence, and laid a wreath on
Sir Winston's grave at Bladon. Then
early on the 4th, all delegates were
reunited under sunny skies at
Chartwell, where they were hosted
by Lady Soames, Celia Sandys,
administrator Carole Kenwright
and her staff. Despite a late after-
noon downpour, a number of hardy
tour members were also able to
have a look at Lullenden, Churc-
hill's pre-Chartwell country home,
thanks to Mr James Massey.

Ashdown Park Hotel near East
Grinstead, Sussex on October
4th/5th was the venue for two black
tie dinners with speakers Jonathan
Aitken, MP, who received the
Emery Reves Award for his biogra-
phy of Nixon; and Willie Rushden,
who gave a lighthearted view of the
British scene after a day of wide-
ranging Churchill presentations: an
academic discussion of Churchill's
first book, The Story of the
Malakand Field Force; a speech on
Churchill's postwar government by
one of its members, Lord Deedes; a
presentation on Churchill and the
Cinema by Glynne Jenkins; and Dr.
John Mather's summary of his
upcoming paper (next issue of
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Finest Hour) which at last sorts
out the true cause of Lord Ran-
dolph Churchill's final illness. Two
more awards were given: the Sec-
ond Farrow Award for Excellence
in Churchill Studies to Sir Martin
Gilbert; and the third of three
1996 Blenheim Awards to Grace
Hamblin for her half-century's ser-
vice to the Churchills and Chart-
well. Diana Moran, BBC's "Green
Goddess" offered a respite from
scholarly pursuits with seminars
on health and fitness.

The Conference wrapped up in
London on October 6th, where
over 100 people enjoyed a walking
tour of "Churchill's London" with

official biographer Sir Martin
Gilbert; and a visit to the Public
Record Office at Chancery Lane,
which Allen Packwood had kept
open especially for ICS after a four
month exhibit of Churchill Papers
recently acquired by the Nation.

In terms of venues this was
the most ambitious conference
ever undertaken, a tribute to the
host Society and so many people
on both sides of the pond who
planned and attended.

Don't fail to put October 16-
19th, 1997 on your calendar now,
for the 14th Churchill Conference
at Toronto and Niagara Falls,
hosted by ICS, Canada.

"INDIA"
IS 1997
BOOK
TOPIC

T h e
Churchill
C e n t e r
Academic
Advisory
B o a r d
has chosen
India for
the book
discussion topic at the 14th Inter-
national Churchill Conference in
Toronto, October 16-19th, 1997.
Churchill's 1931 collection of
speeches opposing the India Bill
gathers some of his most impres-
sive oratory, considered by Man-
fred Weidhorn to equal his WW2
speeches in syntax and persuasive
quality. India is available from
the ICS New Book Service.

"As rhetorical exercises the
India speeches are impressive,"
Weidhorn writes in his foreword
to the current edition. "They were
made when Churchill was at the
height of his oratorical powers and
one of the best speakers in the
British House of Commons." The
book, he adds, is vintage
Churchill: "We would like genius
to be discerning and moderate, to
be a little more like the rest of us.
Few geniuses have been so. No

one could tell how the India cam-
paign of 1931—or the War cam-
paign of 1940—would turn out. If
responsible voices across the polit-
ical spectrum in 1931 told Chur-
chill that the imperial age in India
was over, just as many responsi-
ble voices in 1940 said that Hitler
could not be beaten and should be
negotiated with...Only the pugna-
cious mule of 1931 could see his
way through the impossibilities of
1940. Genius exacts its high price.
If we like the way 1940 turned
out, we have to comprehend
1931."

Book discussions began at ICS
Conferences in 1993, when the
subject was My Early Life. Origi-
nally intended for lunchtime con-
versation among academic speak-
ers, the idea proved so popular
that it was subsequently opened
to all comers. Other titles since
discussed are The River War
(1994), Triumph and Tragedy
(1995) and The Story of the
Malakand Field Force (1996).

The book discussion blossoms
into a full-fledged academic sym-
posium when the Churchill Center
convenes British and American
historians to deliver papers on
"Winston Churchill's Life of Marl-
borough" at the Spencer-Churchill
Conference Room, Blenheim
Palace, Oxfordshire on Friday, 15
May 1998.

CHURCHILL STUDIES
EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND— Begin-
ning in autumn 1997, the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh's newly-estab-
lished Centre for Second World
War Studies will offer a one year
taught postgraduate course enti-
tled WINSTON CHURCHILL; THE
MAKING OF A WAR LEADER. The
instructors will be Dr. Paul Addi-
son and Professor David Stafford.
This is believed to be the only
course of its kind in the UK. Edin-
burgh University hopes to attract,
amongst others, students from the
United States and Canada. Read-
ers please spread the word about
this course! If anyone wishes to
know more, enquiries are welcome
to the Centre's Director, Dr. Addi-
son, The University of Edinburgh,
24 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh
EH8 9LN, Scotland, UK. Tel/Fax
(44) 131-651-1254. The University
is also on the World Wide Web at
<http://www.arts.ed.ac.uk/his-
tory>.

CHURCHILL "COMPANION"
EDINBURGH, OCTOBER 22ND—
Drs. Addison and Stafford (above)
don't long rest on their laurels.
They are just beginning work on
the Oxford Companion on
Churchill, an approximate model
for which is provided by the Ox-
ford Companion to the Second
World War.

Prof. Stafford writes: "As we
map out the conceptual scheme to
generate the individual entries—
the beginning of the beginning, as
it were—we welcome suggestions.
Entries, arranged alphabetically,
will range from as little as 150
words to mini-essays. We hope to
have it ready for the new millen-
nium."

David Stafford may be con-
tacted at the International Social
Sciences Institute, University of
Edinburgh, Chisholm House, High
School Yards, Edinburgh EH1
1LZ, telephone (44) 131-650-2445;
fax: (44) 131-650 6345; E-mail:
<ASHDSS@SRV0.ARTS.ED.AC.UK>.

continued overleaf...
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ERRATA, FH #91
Page !>: Douglas Hall's letter

proposed a Ch urchill not a Roo-
sevelt Underground station. Sorry:
our title had it right and most read-
ers understood what he meant.

Page 42 For "Verccker" read
Vcrekur. (This word wasn't, altered.)

FH FOR LIBRARIES
RICHMOND— The Libraries at
Virginia Polytechnic have identi-
fied 1,471 scholarly journals with
a cumulative annual cost of
$451,000 to be cancelled and have
begun the process of notifying pub-
lishers and vendors. Journal can-
cellations will be effective at the
end of 1995. Finest Hour takes
note and raises them one. Unlike
the run-of-the-mill scholarly jour-
nal, Finest Hour will be supplied
free to any college or university li-
brary whose librarian writes to us,
on library letterhead, requesting
it, and promises to display it
prominently in its magazine racks.
Will any college administrator, li-
brarian or alumni who would like
to see this journal in your library
please contact the editor?

MUSSO-HOAKUM
D e s p i t e
being told
by numer-
ous aca-
demic and
lay authori-
ties that it
is silly to
believe that

Churchill engaged in a series of
letters trying to make peace with
Mussolini (see "Riddles, Mysteries,
Enigmas," FH 91, page 12), the
Arts and Entertainment (cable)
network broadcast this bit of non-
sense the week of August 19th.
The reporter was Bill Kurtis of the
Chicago CBS affiliate, Channel 2,
which produces the Investigative
Reports series for A&E. According
to Raymond Lavine of ICS, "the
program tried to show that in
continued on page 9...

Tke Tilings Tkey Say, Part 1,789
(Greatly condensed letter to Lloyd's List) Sir: Traditionally, US

Navy destroyers are named for individuals who were associated with
the US Navy [or] made significant contributions to it, such as Admi-
ral Arleigh Burke, for whom the lead destroyer of the Burke-class is
named. Now the President vows to name a Burke-class destroyer for
a British statesman. (FH #89, page 5). Churchill's wartime leader-
ship was pivotal and he was a staunch ally of the US, but he proved
parochially meddlesome in the execution of Allied strategy as he
stubbornly endeavored to preserve Britain's colonial empire.

The President may court favor with Parliament with this act,
but in doing so he is shamelessly thrashing US Navy tradition.
Worse, he is overlooking the gallant actions of young Americans who,
if they had lived, would now be about 48 years old. Churchill, himself
appreciative of tradition, would be the first to salute them.

If Parliament really wants a ship named after its wartime prime
minister, let it be one of Her Majesty's ships. Let it not be at the ex-
pense of the memory of our Navy's gallant sons. In the words of the
late Averell Harriman, "If I have offended anyone, I am delighted."

-Donald B. Fraser, Jr., Fairfax Sta., Virginia, USA

OPEN LETTERS TO LLOYD'S LIST
Sir: Mr. Fraser says American naval vessels are named for indi-

viduals who made significant contributions to the US Navy. Who bet-
ter than Winston Churchill? The cardinal understanding between
Roosevelt and Churchill from 1939 to 1945 was the importance of
Anglo-American supremacy at sea. In the destroyers-for-bases deal
(which certainly did not enhance the Empire), and in convincing Roo-
sevelt to patrol the Atlantic as far out as Iceland, Churchill easily
meets Mr. Fraser's measure of significance to the US Navy.

Churchill as First Lord of the Admiralty in 1913 tried unsuccess-
fully to persuade King George V to name a new battleship Oliver
Cromwell. He was moved by his sense of history, probably as the
Americans are in this instance. Here at home, why not take a leaf
out of their and France's books by renaming Gatwick Airport, so
close to his Chartwell home, "Sir Winston Churchill International
Airport"? In this we would be following the example of the others,
e.g. Kennedy Airport in New York, and de Gaulle Airport in Paris.

-David Boler, Chairman, ICS United Kingdom

Sir: My countryman Mr. Fraser says Churchill "parochially" tried
to preserve the British Empire and did not make "significant contri-
butions" to the US Navy. Historians from John Charmley to
Churchill himself concluded that prosecuting the Hitler war was
harmful to the Empire [but] to Churchill there was little alternative.
His quarrel was with tyranny, and to him, tyranny took priority.

Churchill is fully qualified by Mr. Fraser's standards to have his
name on an American ship. Whatever the vagaries of their relation-
ship, from 1939 onwards Churchill and Roosevelt worked to enhance
Allied naval supremacy. Churchill convinced Roosevelt to tip the bal-
ance toward Britain in the U-boat war, and, after Pearl Harbor, to
adopt the policy of "Hitler first." This resulted in the greatest
seaborne invasion in history. Manifestly these are "significant contri-
butions to the development and power of the US Navy.

Mr. Fraser quotes Averell Harriman and hopes he has offended.
He must try harder if he is to do that! I in turn would like to quote
Churchill: "I am glad the hon. gentleman has written such a long let-
ter. He badly needs the practice." -Richard M. Langworth, Editor FH
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Mussolini, continued...
1945, when Churchill went to
Lake Como after losing the Gen-
eral Election, he visited a home
where the papers he wrote Mus-
solini were stored and personally
burned the letters written by him."
(This is a neat way to account for
their non-existence!) A&E did
quote a personal assistant who ac-
companied Churchill at the time,
who says it never happened. How
much did it cost to produce this
red herring? The mind boggles at
the sense of proportion that evi-
dently governs the decisions of the
media and book publishers.

MAXWELL P.
SCHOENFELD

We are sorry
to report the
death of Pro-
fessor Max-
well Schoen-
feld, a mem-
ber of the
C h u r c h i l l
Center's aca-
demic advi-
sory board

and a distinguished professor of
history at the University of Wis-
consin, Eau Claire. Of his four
books, two were on Churchill: The
War Ministry of Winston Churchill
(Ames, la.: Iowa State University
Press, 1972; Redburn 290) and Sir
Winston Churchill, His Life and
Times (Hinsdale, 111.: Dryden
Press 1973; Malabar, Fla.: Krieger
1986; Redburn A298a/b). Among
his articles were "Churchill and
Calais in 1940: Tragic Necessity or
Unnecessary Tragedy?" (Wisconsin
Dialogue) and a study of Chur-
chill's Battle of the Atlantic Com-
mittee (Military Affairs, 1988).

Schoenfeld received his B.A.
from Allegheny College and his
M.A. and Ph.D. from Cornell. He
had taught at the University of
Wisconsin, Eau Claire since 1964
and in 1970 he received the Uni-
versity's Distinguished Teaching
Award.

INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

Max was among the first schol-
ars to look favorably upon ICS as
an academic vehicle, contributing a
paper to the first Churchill sympo-
sium ever held (Bretton Woods In-
ternational Conference, 1988):
"First Things Must Come First:
Winston Churchill and the Alloca-
tion of Aircraft Between Coastal
Command and Bomber Command,
July 1941-November 1942" (pub-
lished in the 1988-89 ICS Proceed-
ings). He also contributed a paper
to the Churchill Center's April
1996 symposium, "Churchill and
the Postwar Years." Although too
ill to deliver it in person, he for-
warded the edited manuscript to
Jim Muller just before his death,
accompanied by what must have
been one of his last letters.

He was not only a fine histo-
rian, capable of expostulating on
Churchill "warts and all" without
ever challenging his subject's es-
sential greatness with one-sided
analysis for the sake of gain or
fame. His War Ministry is one of
the seminal works on that subject.
He was a canny friend whose brac-
ing enthusiasm for the Society and
its journal were infectious and in-
fluential. We are terribly shocked
and saddened to report this unex-
pected and premature loss. RML

GEORGE MALCOLM
THOMPSON

The noted postwar Churchill
biographer died in May at the age
of 96. Educated at Edinburgh Uni-
versity, he followed his father into
journalism, publishing The Future
of the Scots and A Short History of
Scotland in 1927 and 1930. These
caught the eye of Lord Beaver-
brook, who recruited him to the
staff of the London Evening Stan-
dard. Thomson's apprenticeship
took in Beaverbrook's Sunday Ex-
press before he moved to the
Group flagship, the Daily Express.
He so well imitated Beaverbrook's
characteristic abrupt writing style
that "The Lord's" editors were un-
able to know whether master or

Cover Offer: Gerald Lovell of
Northants, England, offers these spe-

cial covers to the first person who
sends $12 or £8 payable to ICS to the
editor. Above: VE-Day 1995, with a
delightful cancellation and cachet.

Below: House of Commons postmark
on the 50th anniversary of Churchill's

defeat in the 1945 election.

SOTH ANNIVERSARY OP
SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL'S

JULY 2CTH1MS ELECTION DEFEAT

servant had written them! Thom-
son accompanied Beaverbrook as
principal private secretary to the
Ministry of Aircraft Production in
1940, where his affable nature en-
abled him to take in stride the ex-
traordinary work habits of
Churchill and Beaverbrook which
might have defeated a lesser man.
On one occasion he worked at least
twelve hours a day for ninety con-
secutive days. When he returned
to his desk the following day he
found a note from Beaverbrook:
"Tell Thomson that Hitler will be
here if he doesn't look out." Thom-
son came along as his master be-
came Minister of Production and
eventually Lord Privy Seal. His
closeness to Beaverbrook enabled

continued overleaf...
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

Thomson to write authoritatively
on the "no confidence" motion
against Churchill in the House of
Commons in July 1942. In Vote of
Censure (1968, Redburn 259)
Thomson concluded that Churchill
was never in any danger of falling,
but that the affair was an unneces-
sary distraction when there were
great issues demanding attention.
Earlier he had produced the de-
servedly long-lived Life and Times
of Winston Churchill (Redburn 82)
an extensively illustrated biogra-
phy which appeared in several ex-
tended editions through 1965.

Thomson wrote two other
Churchill-related books, The First
Churchill (1979) and The Prime
Ministers (1980), several other his-
tory books and two novels. After
World War II he returned to Fleet
Street as chief leader writer for
the Daily Express, where he ap-
parently cheerfully endured the
burgeoning eccentricities of his
proprietor. He wrote an affection-
ate leader in the Daily Express
after Beaverbrook's death in 1964
but did not retire himself until
1970 when he was 70. DRH

ICS Local and National

The Nemon statue in Halifax, Nova Sco-
tia, a photo sent to us by Alain Hebert.

Washington, D.C.
LAKE RIDGE, VA., JULY 20TH—
Washington Friends of ICS held
their third annual picnic under
near perfect skies at a lovely
venue. Graciously hosted by Dan
and Susan Borinsky at their Vir-
ginia home, twenty-four guests en-
joyed a book discussion of Sir
Martin Gilbert's In Search of
Churchill, organized by Dr. Chris
Harmon, an instructor at the Com-
mand and Staff College, Quantico
Marine Station. He was joined on
the panel by Dr. Jeffrey Wallin,
President of the National Aca-
demy, a Churchill Center aca-
demic advisor. Each spoke about
fifteen minutes on Gilbert's vol-
ume and his historiography. Dis-
cussion then went to the floor and
a vocal, opinionated audience. The
success of the book panel means
that similar efforts will continue in
the future.

The Washington Society for
Churchill (WSC) meets regularly.
For information on upcoming ac-
tivities, contact Ron Helgemo, 2037
Wethersfield Court, Reston VA
22091, telephone in the evening
(703) 476-4693.

West Country, UK
BATH, SOMERSET—Edmund Mur-
ray, Sir Winston's bodyguard from
1950 through 1965, is interested in
forming a branch of ICS/UK in the
English West Country. Eddie Mur-
ray spoke movingly about his
years with Sir Winston at the 1992
Conference in England, and has
since spoken at a number of
venues worldwide, taking special
delight in speaking to youngsters.
Eddie and Beryl ask anyone inter-
ested in participating to contact
them at 53 Stonehouse Lane,
Combe Down, Bath, Somerset BA2
5DW, telephone Coombe Down
833659.

Birthday #122
NOVEMBER 30TH— With Winston
Churchill's birthday falling on a
Saturday this year (and despite
conflicting with America's Thanks-
giving holiday weekend), at least
two groups were planning to mark
the 122nd anniversary with din-
ners and guest speakers. Douglas
Russell will deliver his slide show
on "Lt. Churchill, 4th Hussars" to
a meeting in suburban Chicago,
while Professor Paul Rahe will
offer the case for a modern reprint
of the original River War, which
has been out of print since 1900, at
a dinner in Cambridge. Reports on
all November 30th events next
issue.

Chicago Churchillians meet
regularly. Contact Judith Just, 16
West 251 S. Frontage Road #25,
Burr Ridge IL 60521, telephone
(630) 654-3500, fax 654-3520.

New England Friends of ICS
wish to renew their Spring lun-
cheon meeting which was so suc-
cessful in 1995 at the Wayside Inn
in Sudbury, Massachusetts. If you
would like to help organize this
central New England event next
April, please contact Dr. Cyril
Mazansky, 50 Dolphin Road, New-
ton Centre MA 02159, telephone
(days) 617-296-4000 ext. 5000, fax
(617) 296-2872.

Toronto, Canada
1997 Conference

16-19 October
Helpers are needed for regis-

tration and many other aspects of
the 14th Churchill Conference at
Niagara Falls and Toronto. You
can be part of a big committee and
an exciting effort which always
pays dividends. If you wish to
help, please contact John Plump-
ton, 130 Collingsbrook Blvd., Agin-
court ON M1W 1M7, telephone
(416) 497-5349, fax 395-4587. M
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Send your questions (and answers) to the Editor

Kiddles, Mysteries, Enigmas

Q
How
can I

obtain a
Karsh photo-
graph of
Churchill
suitable for
framing
without pay-
ing a king's
ransom1?

A Karsh
charges

upwards of
$1000/£600
for the 1941
"Angry Lion"
p h o t o

("Karsh I") signed by the photogra-
pher, but a nice 8x10" print which
you can matte and frame appears in
the 1994 Canadian Conference pro-
gramme, available for $5/£3 from
ICS Stores (address page 2). Many
prefer the "Smiling Lion" photo
("Karsh II)," snapped after Karsh
had explained why he pulled
Churchill's cigar out of his mouth
before snapping "Karsh I." There is a
fine, 9x12" color reproduction in the
Churchill 80th Birthday issue of the
Illustrated London News (London:
1954, Redburn 126), which sells for
$10-40/£5-30 depending on condi-
tion. Finally, we are pleased to
announce that Mr. Karsh has per-
mitted ICS to run the "Smiling Lion"
on an upcoming cover, in the origi-
nal black and white, shot in the
"double dot" method to replicate its
high original quality.

S~\ What illness actually caused
KY the death of Randolph, Sir-
Winston's son?

A The best account is in Cousin
Randolph by Anita Leslie

(London: Hutchinson 1985, page

206...."After the usual examination
Dr. Marshall said hesitatingly to
Andrew [Kerr, RSC's private secre-
tary], who had loved Randolph and
merited a truthful explanation, 'I
will have great difficulty in writing
out this death certificate to avoid an
inquest. A doctor has to write the
CAUSE of death and with Randolph
the answer is EVERYTHING. His
liver and kidneys and lungs and
guts have all packed up. He's worn
out every organ in his body at the
same time.'" The author adds, lyri-
cally, I think: "Randolph would have
enjoyed that statement. And
although one can never know exact-
ly why he wanted to look out of the
window in the early hours, it was as
if he had been drawn by the beauty
of his garden in the lonely light of
dawn. Death filled him with curiosi-
ty. He knows now what happens."

Q Although Churchill and Hitler
never met, I understand that

an arrangement was made for them
to meet in a German hotel in the
1930s, but that the meeting never
took place because Hitler balked.
This event is portrayed in "The
Wilderness Years," where Hitler is
shown glaring balefully down on
Churchill, who is sitting in the hotel
restaurant, unaware of the presence
of his future antagonist. Were
Churchill and Hitler actually in the
hotel at the same time or did the por-
trayal in "The Wilderness Years"
involve artistic license?

A They were not in the hotel at
the same time and artistic

license was therefore involved, but
the meeting was definitely proposed.
Here's an account in the new biogra-
phy of Randolph S. Churchill by his
son, Winston S. Churchill MP, His
Father's Son, London: Weidenfeld &
Nicolson £20, pages 92-94)....

Churchill travelled to Europe on
27 August 1932 for a tour of Marl-
borough's battlefields, following his
ancestor's march to the Danube and
visiting Munich in mid-September.
Here Churchill was joined by his
wife, son Randolph, daughter Sarah
and Professor Lindemann. Randolph
Churchill contacted a colleague,
Ernst "Putzi" Hanfstaengl (a Har-
vard graduate who was acting as
Hitler's press secretary) suggesting a
meeting. Hanfstaengl attempted to
persuade Hitler to join Churchill's
dinner party at the Hotel Continen-
tal, but Hitler was reluctant: "What
on earth would I talk to him about?"
Hanfstaengl joined the party, sug-
gesting that "Hitler might join us for
coffee." It was here that Churchill
made the now- famous remark: "Tell
your boss from me that anti-
Semitism may be a good starter, but
it is a bad sticker."

Hanfstaengl, in his 1957 book,
Hitler, The Missing Years, was tan-
talized by another Churchill remark:
"How does your chief feel about an
alliance between your country,
France and England?" Hanfstaengl
says he was "transfixed" at this.
(Remember, Hitler had not yet come
to power; the quote sheds interesting
light on Churchill's thinking at the
time, already intent on preventing
another war by a coalition that
would presumably reddress Ger-
many's legitimate grievances over
the Versailles Treaty.)

In a last-ditch attempt to get
Hitler to change his mind, Hanfs-
taengl excused himself and went in
search of Hitler, whom he found in
the stairway of his apartment "in a
dirty white overcoat, just saying good-
bye to a Dutchman...'Herr Hitler
...don't you realise the Churchills are
sitting in the restaurant?...They are
expecting you for coffee and will think
this a deliberate insult.' "Hitler said
he was unshaven and had too much
to do. Hanfstaengl suggested he
shave and come anyway: quite brave
for one of Hitler's minions—of course
this is Hanfstaengl's testimony long
after the war. But the Fuehrer never
showed up. End of story. M>
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ACTION THIS DAY BYJOHNG.PLUMFT^>-

One hundred years ago:
Autumn 1896 • Age 22
"The long Indian day..."

Churchill's regiment, the 4th
Hussars, arrived at Bombay
Harbour and then travelled

by train to Bangalore in southern
India. In My Early Life, he wrote, "If
you like to be waited on and relieved
of home worries, India thirty years
ago was perfection. All you had to do
was to hand over all your uniform
and clothes to the dressing boy, your
ponies to the syce, and your money
to the butler, and you need never
trouble any more. Your Cabinet was
complete; each of these ministers
entered upon his department with
knowledge, experience and fideli-
ty...No toil was too hard, no hours
too long, no dangers too great for
their unruffled calm and their
unfailing care. Princes could live not
better than we."

A typical day began with reveille
at 5:30 a.m., "a dusky figure with a
clammy hand adroitly lifting one's
chin and applying a gleaming razor
to a lathered and defenceless throat.
By six o'clock the regiment was on
parade, and we rode to a wide plain
and there drilled and maneuvered
for an hour and a half. We then
returned to baths at the bungalow
and breakfast in the Mess. Then, at
nine, stable and orderly room till
about half-past ten; then home to
the bungalow before the sun
attained its fiercest ray. The noon-
day sun asserted his tyrannical
authority, and long before eleven
o'clock all white men were in shelter.
We nipped across to luncheon at
half-past one in the blistering heat
and then returned to sleep till five
o'clock. Now the station begins to
live again. It is the hour of Polo. It is
the hour for which we have been liv-
ing all day long. As the shadows
lengthened over the polo ground, we
ambled back perspiring and
exhausted to hot baths, rest, and, at
8:30, dinner, to the strains of the

regimental band and the clinking of
ice in well-filled glasses. Thereafter
those who were not solucky were
caught by the Senior Officers and
made to play a tiresome game then
in vogue called Whist. I sat smoking
in the moonlight till half-past ten or
eleven at the latest signalled the
end. Such was "the long Indian day"
as I knew it for three years; and not
such a bad day either."

But Churchill wrote to Lady
Randolph on 12 November that "nice
people in India are few and far
between. They are like oases in the
desert. This is an abominable coun-
try to live long in. Comfort you get—
company you miss. I meet few peo-
ple worth talking to and there is
every tendency to relapse into a
purely animal state of existence."
His discontent was based on his
frustrated political ambitions. He
wrote his mother that "If I can only
get hold of the right people my stay
here might be of value. Had I come
to India as an MP—however young
and foolish—I could have had access
to all who know and can convey."

He lamented that he was in
India during a by-election in a
friendly constituency in England.
"Had I been in England I might
have contested it and should have
won—almost to a certainty. Instead
of being an insignificant subaltern I
should have had opportunities of
learning those things which will be
of value to me in the future."

Although he looked forward to
leaving the army, he thought a cam-
paign in Egypt would enhance his
political prospects. He pleaded with
his mother to arrange for him to
accompany Kitchener's advance up
the Nile. "I should not have forgiven
myself if an expedition started next
year and I felt it was my own fault I
was not there. I revolve Egypt con-
tinuously in my mind. Two years in
Egypt my dearest Mamma—with a
campaign thrown in—would I think
qualify me to be allowed to beat my
sword into a paper cutter and my
sabretache into an election address."

Seventy-five years ago:
Autumn 1921 • Age 47
The Middle East and
Ireland: familiar trouble

Churchill's
services
in the

Colonial Office
helped to bring
about two last-
ing peace settle-
ments. The first
was in Pales-
tine, where the
British had failed to keep their
wartime promises to the Arabs, who
deeply resented the awarding of
Syria to the French. A bloody upris-
ing had to be suppressed in Iraq.

Churchill wrote: "The Arab
chieftains, driven out of Syria with
many of their followers—all of them
our late allies—lurked furious in the
desert beyond the Jordan. Egypt
was in ferment. Thus the whole of
the Middle East presented a most
melancholy and alarming picture."

The other area of conflagration
was Ireland. Churchill was a mem-
ber of the Cabinet Committee estab-
lished to deal with the problems of
that unhappy land. Sin Fein (Our-
selves Alone) represented the
extremist view of complete separa-
tion from the Crown. Government
policy was to suppress the extrem-
ists and provide Irish Home Rule.
But the northern and Protestant
counties of Ulster, determined to
remain loyal, refused to agree to this
all-Ireland solution.

In July a truce had been
arranged and negotiations began in
the fall. Clementine Churchill hoped
that her husband would be allowed
to participate: "I do feel that as long
as [Lloyd George] is PM it would be
better to hunt with him than to lie
in the bushes and watch him career-
ing along with a jaundiced eye." The
British delegation was comprised of
Lloyd George, Joseph Chamberlain,
Lord Birkenhead and Churchill.
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Irish President De Valera stayed
home and the Irish delegation was
led by Arthur Griffith and
Michael Collins.

In The Aftermath Churchill
wrote: "I remember one night Mr.
Griffith and Mr. Collins came to
my house to meet the Prime
Minister...Griffith went upstairs
to parley with Mr. Lloyd George.
Lord Birkenhead and I were left
with Michael Collins meanwhile.
He was in his most difficult mood,
full of reproaches and defiances,
and it was very easy for everyone
to lose his temper. "You hunted
me day and night!" he exclaimed.
"You put a price on my head."
"Wait a minute," I said. "You are
not the only one," and I took from
my wall the framed copy of the
reward offered for my recapture
by the Boers. "At any rate it was a
good price—£5,000. Look at me—
£25 dead or alive. How would you
like that?"

Collins's response was mainly
hostile or cynical: "Don't quite
know whether he would be a
crafty enemy in friendship. Out-
look: political gain, nothing else.
Inclined to be bombastic. Full of
ex-officer jingo or similar outlook.
Don't actually trust him." Yet the
two men eventually developed a
trusting relationship. On
December 6th a Treaty was final-
ized providing Home Rule in a
"Free State" out of which Ulster
could opt. The link with the
Crown was retained.

While he was making history,
Churchill was also writing it.
During the war he had carefully
recorded documents and letters
and he was now at work on his
memoirs of the Great War, which
eventually appeared as the five-
volume World Crisis. His efforts
were the political talk of the town.
After he left a Philip Sassoon par-
ty to work for a few hours, anoth-
er guest said to Lloyd George: "It
is a horrible thought that while
we have been frittering away our
time, Winston has been piling up
words at a half a crown each."

Fifty years ago:
Autumn 1946 • Age 72
Beginning work on"The
Second World War"

After his speech at Zurich
(cover and page 14) Chur-
chill returned to London.

Then, accompanied by his wife
and daughter Mary, he went to
Brussels and to Paris, where
Mary met her future husband,
Christopher Soames; the
Assistant Military Attache at the
British Embassy.

At home again, Churchill
resumed work on his war mem-
oirs. Aware that he was dealing
with topics and documents which
remained sensitive, he outlined
his plans to the Secretary of the
Cabinet: "I should of course not
wish to publish any paper which
was not considered in the public
interest by the Government of the
day, and I should be quite ready
to discuss the omission of any par-
ticular phrase, sentence or pas-
sage in any memorandum other-
wise unobjectionable. Moreover I
do not expect that any publication
can take place for two or three
years and I may not live so long."
The proposal was submitted to the
Cabinet, which approved Chur-
chill's proposal on condition that a
final revision would be subject to
approval "in the light of the situa-
tion existing at the time."

Churchill renewed his prewar
relationship with Bill Deakin, who
coordinated all the documentary
evidence. Deakin later recalled
the experience for Martin Gilbert:
"Winston and I would discuss
together, alone, a sort of synopsis,
which he would think out in his
head and discuss with me. I would
work into that frame. I would look
up what happened. He then would
dictate away what he remembered
about people. He would also send
me to talk to people, as a kind of
interpreter. When I would pro-
duce a memorandum, this would
provoke his personal memory. He

would stop completely. No more
documents. He would dictate his
feelings (when he became First
Lord, when he became Prime
Minister). I would go to Chartwell
for days at a time. Everything was
devoted to his memoirs. He con-
centrated ruthlessly on this. He
saw it as his monument."

Outside of this work Churchill
continued to be active in political
affairs. Brendan Bracken noted
that Churchill "is determined to
continue to lead the Tory Party
until he becomes Prime Minister
on earth or Minister of Defence in
Heaven."

Twenty-five years ago:
Autumn 1971
An Unknown Portrait

Because her experience the
year before had such a
great success, Lady Chur-

chill enjoyed what turned out to
be her final cruise on the
Mediterranean.

Finest Hour
issue no. 22
carried a cover
photo hitherto
unknown, ob-
tained by the
editor, Dalton
Newfield, from
the estate of
Churchilll's US agent for the 1932
lecture tour: "There are few pic-
tures of WSC at this time of his
life. There are even fewer showing
him with a cigar butt. Best of all,
neither I, nor any of my friends,
remember seeing this picture else-
where—it must be a rarity."

Inside, FH recorded "the
largest ICS meeting in history":
twelve, at Dawson's bookstore,
Los Angeles, hosted by Philip
Townshend Somerville, who knew
Churchill personally.

Signs of the times: Finest
Hour was 16 pages long, weighed
1.5 ounces, and cost 16c to send to
readers by first class mail. M
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I From the Canon: Europe Unite!
"I am now going to say something that will astonish you."
Churchill s watershed speech at Zurich University
rirty years ago proved the hasis or European recovery
a n d c o o p e r a t i o n . BY WINSTON S. CHURCHILL FROM THE SINEWS OF PEACE" (1948)

Iwish to speak to you today about the tragedy of
Europe. This noble continent, comprising on the
whole the fairest and the most cultivated regions

of the earth, enjoying a temperate and equable cli-
mate, is the home of all the great parent races of the
western world. It is the fountain of Christian faith
and Christian ethics. It is the origin of most of the
culture, arts, philosophy and science both of ancient
and modern times. If Europe were once united in
the sharing of its common inheritance, there would
be no limit to the happiness, to the prosperity and
glory which its three or four hundred million people
would enjoy. Yet it is from Europe that have sprung
that series of frightful nationalistic quarrels, origi-
nated by the Teutonic nations, which we have seen
even in this twentieth century and in our own life-
time, wreck the peace and mar the prospects of all
mankind.

And what is the plight to which Europe has been
reduced? Some of the smaller States have indeed
made a good recovery, but over wide areas a vast
quivering mass of tormented, hungry, care-worn and
bewildered human beings gape at the ruins of their
cities and homes, and scan the dark horizons for the
approach of some new peril, tyranny or terror.
Among the victors there is a babel of jarring voices:
among the vanquished the sullen silence of despair.
That is all that Europeans, grouped in so many an-
cient States and nations, that is all that the Germanic
Powers have got by tearing each other to pieces and
spreading havoc far and wide. Indeed, but for the
fact that the great Republic across the Atlantic Ocean
has at length realised that the ruin or enslavement of
Europe would involve their own fate as well, and has
stretched out hands of succor and guidance, the Dark
Ages would have returned in all their cruelty and
squalor. They may still return.

Yet all the while there is a remedy which, if it
were generally and spontaneously adopted, would
as if by a miracle transform the whole scene, and

Published by kind permission of the copyright holder, Win-
ston S. Churchill, MP

would in a few years make all Europe, or the greater
part of it, as free and as happy as Switzerland is
today. What is this sovereign remedy? It is to recre-
ate the European Family, or as much of it as we can,
and provide it with a structure under which it can
dwell in peace, in safety and in freedom. We must
build a kind of United States of Europe. In this way
only will hundreds of millions of toilers be able to re-
gain the simple joys and hopes which make life
worth living. The process is simple. All that is
needed is the resolve of hundreds of millions of men
and women to do right instead of wrong and gain as
their reward blessing instead of cursing.

Much work has been done upon this task by the
exertions of the Pan-European Union which owes so
much to Count Coudenhove-Kalergi and which com-
manded the services of the famous French patriot
and statesman, Aristide Briand. There is also that im-
mense body of doctrine and procedure, which was
brought into being amid high hopes after the first
world war, as the League of Nations. The League of
Nations did not fail because of its principles or con-
ceptions. It failed because these principles were de-
serted by those States who had brought it into
being. It failed because the Governments of those
days feared to face the facts, and act while time re-
mained. This disaster must not be repeated. There is
therefore much knowledge and material with which
to build; and also bitter dear-bought experience.

I was very glad to read in the newspaper two days
ago that my friend President Truman had expressed
his interest and sympathy -with this great design.
There is no reason why a regional organization of
Europe should in any way conflict with the world
organization of the United Nations. On the contrary,
I believe that the larger synthesis will only survive if
it is founded upon coherent natural groupings. There
is already a natural grouping in the Western hemi-
sphere. We British have our own Commonwealth of
Nations. These do not weaken, on the contrary they
strengthen, the world organization. They are in fact
its main support. And why should there not be a Eu-
ropean group which could give a sense of enlarged
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patriotism and common citizenship to the distracted
peoples of this turbulent and mighty continent and
•why should it not take its rightful place -with the
other great groupings in shaping the destinies of
men? In order that this should be accomplished
there must be an act of faith in -which millions of
families speaking many languages must consciously
take part.

We all know that the two world wars through
•which we have passed arose out of the vain passion
of a newly-united Germany to play the dominating
part in the world. In this last struggle crimes and
massacres have been committed for which there is
no parallel since the invasions of the Mongols in the
fourteenth century and no equal at any time in
human history. The guilty must be punished. Ger-
many must be deprived of the power to rearm and
make another aggressive war. But when all this has

been done, as it will be done, as it is being done,
there must be an end to retribution. There must be
what Mr. Gladstone many years ago called "a blessed
act of oblivion." We must all turn our backs upon
the horrors of the past. We must look to the future.
We cannot afford to drag forward across the years
that are to come the hatreds and revenges which
have sprung from the injuries of the past. If Europe
is to be saved from infinite misery, and indeed from
final doom, there must be an act of faith in the Euro-
pean family and an act of oblivion against all the
crimes and follies of the past.

Can the free people of Europe rise to the height
of these resolves of the soul and instincts of the
spirit of man? If they can, the wrongs and injuries
which have been inflicted will have been washed
away on all sides by the miseries which have been
endured. Is there any need for further floods of
agony? Is it the only lesson of history that mankind is
unteachable? Let there be justice, mercy and free-
dom. The peoples have only to will it, and all will
achieve their hearts' desire.

IAM NOW going to say something that will aston-
ish you. The first step in the re-creation of the Eu-
ropean family must be a partnership between

France and Germany. In this way only can France re-
cover the moral leadership of Europe. There can be
no revival of Europe without a spiritually great
France and a spiritually great Germany. The structure
of the United States of Europe, if well and truly built,
will be such as to make the material strength of a sin-
gle state less important. Small nations will count as
much as large ones and gain their honour by their

EUROPE UNITE, 1940:
THE PROPOSED ANGLO-FRENCH STAMP
BY A.G. RIGO DE RIGHI, F.R.P.S.
ILLUSTRATIONS COURTESY THE BRITISH NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM

E
arly in January 1940, Win-
ston Churchill, then First
Lord of the Admiralty,

speaking at a banquet in Mansion
House in the City of London, en-
visaged a permanent Federal
Union between Britain and

Mr. De Righi was a curator of the
British National Postal Museum. His
article first appeared in the April
1971 British Philatelic News, and in
Finest Hour #22.

France, the two allies against Nazi
Germany. On 13 and 17 January
letters in The Times proposed that
an Anglo-French postage stamp
would provide a most suitable
way of marking the close unity
between the two countries.

On 26 January 1940
French Minister of Posts.
Julien, wrote a letter to
British Postmaster General,

the
M.
the
Mr.

G.C. Tryon, in which he stated
that 'The idea has been put forward

in various quarters in France for the
issue, in conjunction with your De-
partment, of a Franco-British stamp
for sale simultaneously in all British
and French post offices. I understand
from Press reports that a similar proj-
ect has been mooted in Britain. I
ivould like to assure you that I would
be entirely prepared to give effect to
such a proposal, the realisation of
which would provide renewed confir-
mation of the close unity between our
two countries." M. Julien went on
to propose the setting up of a
joint committee to study the plan. >
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Left: "Churchill's Ark," by cartoonist Bob Connolly in the Rand Daily
Mail, March 1947. Churchill repeated his Zurich theme of Euorpean unity
at the Albert Hall in April 1947. The Russian bear remains dubious ...

contribution to the common cause. The ancient
states and principalities of Germany, freely joined to-
gether for mutual convenience in a federal system,
might each take their individual place among the
United States of Europe. I shall not try to make a de-
tailed programme for hundreds of millions of peo-
ple who want to be happy and free, prosperous and
safe, who wish to enjoy the four freedoms of which
the great President Roosevelt spoke, and live in ac-
cordance with the principles embodied in the At-
lantic Charter. If this is their wish, they have only to
say so, and means can certainly be found, and ma-
chinery erected, to carry that wish into full fruition.

But I must give you a warning. Time may be short.

Europe Unite 1940 continued

Before replying, the Postmaster
General approached King George
VI, giving it as his view that the
idea had "much to commend it"
and that while there would be se-
rious practical objections (because
of fluid exchange rates) to the
issue of a common stamp for sale
in both countries, no insuperable
obstacle could be seen to the issue
and sale in each country of a
stamp of common design. The
idea "commended" itself to the
King who remarked that allegori-
cal or heraldic designs might have
to be used if the French were not
able to include the head of their
President in the design. Mr.
Tryon was then (on 21 February)
able to reply to the French Minis-
ter of Posts supporting the pro-
posal and agreeing to a joint
meeting, but pointing out that the
earliest possible date of issue (in
view of current work, on the 1840
centenary of the postage stamp
issue) would be 1 September
1940. He also strongly advocated
the adoption of a dual-portrait
design.

M. Julien agreed with these
points and also the suggestion
that the issue should be a com-
mon design, reproduced in each
country by the printing process
normally in use there.

The French Design
The French delegation to the

joint meetings, which were held
in London on 18-19 March, was
led by M. Julien. The meetings
were held in a most cordial at-
mosphere. The French delegation
had brought with them a design
(Fig. 1) which had been specially
prepared by a noted French
artist, M. Cheffers, who in 1938
had designed a stamp issued by
France to commemorate the state
visit to Paris of King George VI
and Queen Elizabeth. The British
Post Office delegation had al-
ready, prior to the start of the
joint meetings, been considering
the choice of a British artist to de-
sign an Anglo-French stamp. The
artist provisionally selected was
Edmund Dulac, who had proved
very successful in designing
stamps for photogravure printing.
Dulac also had a strong French
connection, having been born and
educated at Toulouse, although
he became a naturalized British
subject in 1912. Furthermore
Dulac had shown his interest in
the project by submitting on his
own initiative an attractive design
for an Anglo-French stamp as
early as 2 February (see Fig. 2).

The Cheffer design was ac-
cepted as a working basis by the
British side but they explained to
the French delegates that it would
require modification to make it

suitable for reproduction by the
photogravure process, then being
used for all low-value British
stamps by Harrisons. Dulac was
proposed (and accepted) as the
most suitable person to carry out
the modifications. It was also
made clear that the King would
personally have to approve the
final design.

The joint meetings of 18-19
March also agreed that the stamps
should be double-size; that the
first value (for the inland letter
post) would be issued by 1 Sep-
tember; that the various values
would be issued by each country
to cover foreign and some inland
rates; that this issue should re-
main on sale for the duration of
the war; and that colonies and de-
pendencies of each country might
use the design freely.

Dulac's Modifications
The work of preparing the

final design was put in hand with
great urgency. By 3 April Dulac
had prepared a design which,
while it followed the main scheme
of M. Cheffer's drawing, also in-
corporated some important and
necessary changes. The most im-
portant of these (which can be
seen in the essay illustrated as
Fig. 3) was a change in the por-
trait of the King, the redrawing
of the central allegorical figure
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At present there is a breathing-space. The cannon
have ceased firing. The fighting has stopped; but the
dangers have not stopped. If we are to form the
United States of Europe or whatever name or form it
may take, we must begin now.

In these present days we dwell strangely and pre-
cariously under the shield and protection of the
atomic bomb. The atomic bomb is still only in the
hands of a State and nation which we know will
never use it except in the cause of right and free-
dom. But it may well be that in a few years this awful
agency of destruction will be widespread, and the
catastrophe following from its use by several war-
ring nations will not only bring to an end to all that
we call civilisation, but may possibly disintegrate the
globe itself.

I must now sum up the propositions which are be-
fore you. Our constant aim must be to build and for-

tify the strength of U.N.O. Under and within that
world concept we must re-create the European fam-
ily in a regional structure called, it may be, the United
States of Europe. The first step is to form a Council of
Europe. If at first all the States of Europe are not will-
ing or able to join the Union, we must nevertheless
proceed to assemble and combine those who will
and those who can. The salvation of the common
people of every race and of every land from war or
servitude must be established on solid foundations
and must be guarded by the readiness of all men and
women to die rather than submit to tyranny. In all
this urgent work, France and Germany must take the
lead together. Great Britain, the British Common-
wealth of Nations, mighty America, and I trust Soviet
Russia—for then indeed all would be well—must be
the friends and sponsors of the new Europe and
must champion its right to live and shine. $

and the ships, and the substitu-
tion of a sterling value (2 1/2 d.)
for "2F50". The essays of M.
Cheffer's original design and of
Dulac's altered design exist in
deep red-brown, blue and or-
ange. These and all subsequent
essays were perforated 14 1/2
and gummed.

During April Edmund Dulac
made some further retouches

and minor modifications (such as
dark frames to the head medal-
lions) which generally strength-
ened the design; essays of this
stage in blue and orange (Fig. 4)
were shown to the King on 1
May. His Majesty's reaction was
that the result was "on the whole
quite satisfactory," but he pointed
out that the crown used was the
"old-fashioned" one.

fig. 1 Fin. 2

Fig. 3 fig. 4 Fin- 5

Fig. 6 Fin. 7

During May Dulac made two
further series of modifications,
each of which was tried out in
the form of essays (in red, or-
ange, blue and violet) — Fig. 5
shows the new crown, while Fig.
6 shows the same crown reduced
in size and the wheatsheaf on the
right coming, up over the French
flag. This penultimate essay was
approved by the King on 24 May
and after some slight amend-
ments further essays were made
on 13 June (again in red, orange,
blue and violet — see Fig. 7) of
the final approved design. Every-
thing, including preparation of
gravure cylinders, was now ready
for production of the 2 1/2 d.
value by Harrison's when Fate, in
the form of the German invasion
of France itself, intervened. On
17 June it was decided to aban-
don the project. On 18 June
France approached Germany for
peace terms.

It is, perhaps, of some interest
to record that in April of the fol-
lowing year, 1941, questions were
asked in the House of Commons
about the possibility of a postage
stamp to symbolize Anglo-Ameri-
can cooperation, even though the
United States had not yet come
into the war. The matter was
considered at an inter-
department meeting in June but
was shelved as being inappropri-
ate at that particular time. $5
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Churchill and Wilson
United States President Woodrow Wilson, a man

or rierce and deep resentments," railed to recognize in
Winston Churchill an internationalist and peacemaker

like himselr: an ally who migfht nave helped to save
the Wilsonian world order.

BY MARKKU ROUTSILA, M.A.

BRITISH Prime Minister David Lloyd George
aptly characterized U.S. President Woodrow
Wilson as "a man of fierce and deep resent-

ments when his pride was offended or his purposes
crossed."1 Sure of his conclusions, and impatient
with persons who were equally sure of theirs, Wil-
son was not reticent in advertising his disagree-
ments. Many such persons crossed Wilson's path at
one or another point of his crowded career in acad-

Mr. Ruotsila, a Founding Member of the Churchill Center, is
currently teaching at St. John's College, Cambridge, UK.

emia and in politics. All suffered the same fate. They
were all denigrated with a few savage sentences, and
all they had to offer was ignored. Winston Churchill
was one of these people. He, too, once found him-
self at the receiving end of Wilsonian derogation.

Wilson knew Churchill first as a First Lord of the
Admiralty in the difficult period of American neu-
trality during World War I, then as a Minister of Mu-
nitions during wartime, and finally as an outspoken
Secretary of State for War during the Versailles Peace
Conference. Eighteen years in age, a broad ocean,
and widely different styles of life and deportment
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separated the two men. They had only very infre-
quent personal contacts, certainly not more than
five face-to-face encounters in their lifetime. But
Churchill, junior minister though he was when Wil-
son steered the biggest democracy in the world, did
not escape the President's attention.

The Wilsonian imputation on Churchill consisted
of aspersions on Churchill's character and disgust for
his perceived principles and aims. Both of these
points of resentment Wilson made eminently clear
in a private conversation during the Versailles Peace
Conference on 3 June 1919- Here he described
Churchill as "unreasonable" and "bumptious" as a
person, and implied that he was a leading member
of a sinister group of British reactionaries which had
been trying to wreck his plans for a just peace set-
tlement and a new world order ever since he had ar-
rived in Europe.

Wilson was here restating an aspersion which had
sprung up while he had been temporarily absent
from Paris a little earlier. It was then that word went
round that Churchill had come over to Paris as the
leader in a cabal to undo all of Wilson's work on the
League of Nations. The specific charges were never
made absolutely clear and both Arthur Balfour, the
British foreign secretary, and Winston Churchill him-
self, effectively demolished the myths2—but it seems
clear that Wilson had implicated Churchill. In June,
Wilson noticed that many of these obnoxious char-
acters, Churchill among them, had been commuting
to Paris in a last-minute attempt to scale down the
terms they had earlier succeeded in injecting into
the peace treaty against Wilson's wishes and convic-
tions. Whether they had seen the error of their
ways, or were motivated by something else in their
change of mind, Wilson did not say; but he found it
quite tiresome to meet people who "ought to have
been rational to begin with," and who were only
reaping what they had sown in their stupidity and
short-sightedness.3

These comments were not isolated, but part of a
more general appreciation of the forces and person-
alities Wilson regarded as his enemies. Throughout
his stay in Europe he 'was conscious of the discrep-
ancy, as he saw it, between American aims and val-
ues and the practises and thought-forms of his asso-
ciates in peacemaking. With Churchill personally,
Wilson had very little contact while he was in Eu-
rope, but he knew of the man and thought he knew
his opinions. On a personal level, Churchill's style
of insistent and persistent advocacy galled him. On
the political level he consistently treated Churchill,
along with the French Premier Clemenceau and Mar-
shal Foch, as a representative of that old European

way of conducting matters of state which he re-
garded his peculiar mission to uproot. With his
propensity for reducing every question to a moral
level of first principles, Wilson sensed their differ-
ences and proceeded to denigrate and oppose
Churchill in most of the matters in which the two
were involved.

His impression was initially owed to Wilson's ex-
periences during the period of American neutrality
(1914-1917), in the early part of which he indelibly
associated Churchill with repugnant practices and
aims. In those years, Wilson was exceedingly critical
of most British leaders on account of their policy of
blockading Germany, instituted at the start of the
war and continuously broadened. He also knew that
Winston Churchill, as the First Lord of the Admiralty,
had initiated many of the blockade measures, for his
confidante Colonel House had so repeatedly re-
ported from London.4

Notwithstanding the fact that the most radical
British measures—which led Wilson to consider ac-
tual retaliatory steps—were taken more than a year
after Churchill's resignation from the Admiralty, for
some reason it was Churchill who continued to bear
the brunt of Wilson's anger. This is shown, inter
alia, by the fact that Wilson never held responsible,
never disliked and never even criticised Lord Robert
Cecil, the man who actually masterminded the most
radical measures. In Paris, Wilson called Cecil not
only the most impressive person he had met in Eu-
rope but the greatest individual he had ever met.5

It seems that the unjust impression of Churchill as
the main culprit in blockade affairs, once it set in,
never left Wilson's mind. Wilson's first recorded crit-
icism of Churchill after the war was on the block-
ade, and British maritime practises in general. This
was before the comments quoted above, in Decem-
ber 1918, some months prior to the two men's first
meeting.

Enroute to the Peace Conference, Wilson fumed

'David Lloyd George, War Memoirs, Volume I (London
1936), p. 664.

2Balfour memorandum July 17, 1922, in The Intimate Papers
of Colonel House (edited by Charles Seymour), Volume IV
(Boston 1926), p.366ff. Hereafter IPH. Winston Churchill, The
Aftermath (Norwalk, CT 1992. First printed 1929), pp. 184-7.

'Notes of a discussion of the American Peace Delegation June
3, 1919 and Charles Seymour to his family June 3, 1919, The Pa-
pers of Woodrow Wilson (edited by Arthur S. Link, Jr., et al),
Volume 60 (Princeton, New Jersey, 1989), pp. 71, 79. Here-
inafter referred to as PWW.

4House to Wilson May 7 and 27, 1915, IPH, Volume I, pp.
461, 463.

5C.R. Conyne, Woodrow Wilson, British Perspectives, 1912-
1921 (London: Macmillan, 1990), p. 161.
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against Churchill after being told of a speech
Churchill had made on the future of the Royal Navy.
It was reported to him that Churchill intended to
keep the strongest fleet in the world and continue
its traditional naval policies. There would be no
British acquiescence in those principles of freedom
of the seas and disarmament on which Wilson had
set his heart. This sort of talk fit what Wilson knew
of the First Lord from the neutrality period, and
prompted the President to threaten that, if this in-
deed was to be the British attitude, the United States
would build a still-larger navy and a war against
Great Britain would prove inevitable. The result of
such a conflict, Wilson vowed, would be that the
British "would be wiped off the face of the world."6

This was odd language from a man who considered
himself the world's peacemaker.

In fact, in the election speech which ired Wilson,
Churchill had declared himself opposed to secret
diplomacy and the armament race, just as Wilson had
earlier. Churchill had also announced his firm sup-
port for the unfolding League of Nations. But at the
same time he had affirmed his faith in the British
Navy, saying that the peace of Europe could be guar-
anteed only if the League of Nations was coupled
with continued British naval supremacy. As the
British fleet had, in Churchill's opinion, maintained
freedom and security throughout history, nothing
should be allowed to undermine this guarantee.7

There was thus some difference of opinion between
Wilson and Churchill, but a number of points of
agreement as well. The points of agreement Wilson
ignored.

Churchill's comments as represented to Wilson
convinced him that the British government (if in-
deed Churchill's position was representative of offi-
cial policy, and it was) did not care for "real peace.""
In this way Churchill came to bear a considerable re-
sponsibility for Wilson's impression of British wrong-
headedness. The impression would remain promi-
nent during Wilson's stay in Europe, though it had
been firmly established at least since 1916. Wilson's
interpretation of Churchill's comments, delivered as
they were just when he prepared for peacemaking,
could not have helped and confirmed Wilson's low
opinion of Churchill personally. When he next met
the offending minister at Buckingham Palace he
looked directly at him and asked pointedly, "Well,
Mr. Churchill, and how is the Navy?" Reportedly,
Churchill flushed and made no reply.9

All of this shows the quality of the Wilsonian im-
putation. Churchill was reactionary, somewhat war-
mad, bent on sowing the seeds of another war. He
reposed much too much faith in instrumentalities

which Wilson deemed a source both of international
problems in general and wars in particular. To Wil-
son, the Churchillian emphases led to disregarding
the sovereign rights of nations in favour of selfish na-
tional gain. Because Churchill, though a junior min-
ister, with his ideas and actions thus crossed Wilson-
ian purposes in important ways, Wilson thought he
had to be put down and resisted.

Just like some of the later revisionists, Wilson
based his conclusions on very scant knowledge of
Churchill's motivations, previous activity or goals. He
preferred to levy scathing indictments on the basis of
impressions he had formed during the neutrality pe-
riod, and of Churchill's December 1918 speech.
More likely than not, these impressions tended to re-
ceive corroboration from the claims which prolifer-
ated in the British press, in which liberal publicists
especially loved to traffic, and with which Wilson
was familiar. Churchill's public image had already be-
come associated with reactionary tendencies.

Neither did their personalities mesh together very
well. Churchill's loud, argumentative and self-as-
sured style could not have been to Wilson's liking,
for he was a notorious hater of a man with similar
characteristics—Theodore Roosevelt. Wilson re-
garded both Roosevelt and David Lloyd George as
charming in a boyish way, full of steam and daring,
but with shifty, unreliable and base interiors. No
doubt the instinctive reaction to the "bumptious"
Churchill conformed to Wilson's habit of equating
energy with inner flaws. Wilson liked slow, reflec-
tive, unthreatening men much better.

While Wilson was predisposed to discount what-
ever Churchill proposed, the two actually agreed on
a host of practical issues and philosophical convic-
tions. Both were liberal conservatives, admirers of
Burke and believers in gradual reform, free trade,
Anglo-Saxon precepts of freedom, self-help and reli-
giosity. Both had been active in the turn-of-the-cen-
tury reformist movement, Churchill in fact before
Wilson; both had then advocated basically similar
policies, such as the eight hour day, unemployment
and social insurance, increased taxation on large cor-
porations, and nationalisation of railroads. The limits
of both men's reformism were similar, insofar as nei-
ther at first accepted female suffrage nor had a very
high opinion of the abilities of black people. Both
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