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; AMID THESE STORMS |

THE record British turnout at the 1996 Churchill Conference (page 13)
was due in part to the menu-style price structure. Registration, in-
cluding all the displays, panels and seminars, cost £35; considering

how much concentrated wisdom that bought, from six visiting professors
to Lord Deedes, it was a bargain. Many Friends of ICS, UK, who did not re-
quire black tie dinners, were pleased to absorb all of what was on offer dur-
ing the day. Another good value was the day at Chartwell at £17.50. This
included lunch, the immeasurable advantage of a private booking on a
"closed" day, expert gardeners who showed us the grounds more thor-
oughly than ever before, and the company of Lady Soames, Celia Sandys
and administrator Carole Kenwright. The veritable grand-daddy of bar-
gains was the £10 it took to book a walking tour of "Churchill's London"
with the official biographer himself, Sir Martin Gilbert, which included a
private tour of the archives exhibit at the Public Record Office. To enjoy all
three of these events cost only £115 per couple.

It is this kind of pick-and-choose registration that encourages high
turnout, and it was no surprise to us to learn a week or so before that all
events were sold out. Well done.

#• Hardbound volumes of the official biography, Winston S. Churchill, by
Randolph Churchill and Sir Martin Gilbert, are slipping out of print in the
English edition (the American ones are long gone). Heinemann, which has
kept them in print until now, has stopped reprinting Volumes 5 and 8. Oth-
ers are sure to disappear soon. The price of the full work, already from
$1500 to 3000 for all twenty-three biographic and companion volumes, will
inevitably begin to rise. Just the eight biographic volumes in first edition
will soon approach $1000. There is an alternative, which costs $610 and pro-
vides a set of twelve handsome leatherbound volumes (the original Vol-
umes 5-8 are divided into two parts): the Easton Press limited edition.

Easton Press has done ICS a lot of favors over the years. They
reprinted The World Crisis at only $260—a tremendous service—along with
The Second World War and A History of the English-Speaking Peoples at similar
attractive prices; and they've dropped ICS brochures into their shipments.
So I'd like to do them a good turn by recommending their leatherbound 12-
volume official biography, an excellent buy while it lasts—and limited edi-
tions don't last forever. Anyone interested may telephone Easton at (800)
367-4534, extension 241-FH, between 8AM and 6PM Eastern Standard
Time. Have credit card information ready; overseas orders will cost extra to
ship. (We have no commercial interest in these sales.)

#• We are in a season of death. No sooner did we learn of the loss of Sir
Winston's last bodyguard, Edmund Murray, than the Churchill Center for
lost another Founding Member, my mother Harriet, who died suddenly
December 21st. We thank the many people who knew Harriet who thought-
fully sent Barbara and me kind words. On top of all that, we have just
learned of the passing of senior editor H. Ashley Redburn, OBE, author of
the as-yet-unpublished Bibliography of Works about Churchill, a 1996 Blen-
heim Award winner, and the finest book reviewer we have ever had. A trib-
ute to Eddie Murray appears herein. I shall try to write what I think about
Ashley Redburn in the next number. Of Harriet I have written privately.

But there is really nothing to say when a friend dies. There is just a
great big hole where there was once someone you loved. All the talk in the
world won't change that. Everyone who knew Eddie, Harriet and Ashley
misses them. And that's one crowd I'm proud to be a member of.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH
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Tke Cnurckill Center Report: Winter 1996-97
The mission of the Churchill Center, in Washington, D.C., is to encourage international study of the life and thought of Sir

Winston Churchill; to foster research about his speeches, writings and deeds; to advance knowledge of his example as a states-
man; and, by programmes of teaching and publishing, to impart that learning to men, women and young people around the
world. Programmes include course development, symposia, standard and electronic libraries, CD-ram research, an annual

Churchill Lecture, visiting professorships, seminars, publishing subventions, fellowships, and publications.

Ethel Pont, grandson Michael James Gregory Peck, Parker Lee, Nov. 20th

THE MANARD E.
PONT SEMINAR
APRIL 18TH

The Center is
grateful to Found-
ing Member Ethel
M. Pont, major
benefactor of our
first student semi-
nar, named in honor
of her late husband, the distinguished physician
Manard E. Pont. This seminar brings fifteen stu-
dents and professors of history or political science
together at Stanford for a discussion of Churchill's
most readable books, My Early Life and Thoughts
and Adventures. Local Friends will receive invita-
tions; if you wish to attend from outside the area,
please contact Mr. Lee (address on page 2).

CONOVER CORRESPONDENCE IN PRINT
Young Winston's letters to Christine Lewis

Conover, dating from 1899 to 1943 (page 23), gath-
ered in a 40-page booklet, is being sent to Found-
ing Members of the Churchill Center, and contrib-
utors to the 1995 Heritage Fund. If you are not
among these, copies are available for $15 payable
to the Churchill Center. Order from the editor.

1997 BUDGET SET
The Board of Governors, meeting in Boston in

early November, approved a budget of $174,760
for calendar year 1997. Trus excludes a $50,000
contribution, matched by%cn, equal contribution
from ICS United States, to establish the Churchill
Center's Endowment Fund at $100,000. The funds
available include about $45,000 in 1996 carryover
funds and $70,000 in pledges to date. Executive
Director Parker Lee has reported to the Governors
that the Center is only about $27,000 shy of com-
pletely funding its working budget for 1997.

GREGORY PECK TAPES CC VIDEO
On 20 November, Parker Lee met Academy

Award winner Gregory Peck at a studio in
Hollywood Hills to tape Mr. Peck's narration of

the Churchill
Center video, which
will be ready soon.
In process are the
printed materials
which will accom-
pany the video.

Being "easily sat-
isfied with the best"
in WSC's phrase,

Mr. Peck listened carefully to each "take," never
hesitating to tape it over until he was satisfied.
After such a generous donation of time we were
proud to present Gregory Peck with a Founding
Member certificate. He joins over 600 people who
answered Lady Soames's call by providing the
seed money for the Churchill Center.

MAKE YOUR GIFT COUNT TWICE
On January 1st the Center began receiving con-

sultant services from Founding Member Anthony
Gilles, JD, who directs the Office of Planned
Giving, University of Tennessee Agriculture Dept.
Mr. Gilles gave an impressive presentation to our
Development Committee in Washington last year,
illustrating how American taxpayers can present a
gift of cash or real property to the Churchill
Center while protecting its value for their heirs, in
effect doubling the value of their legacy free of
tax. Mr. Gilles is now at the disposal of Churchill
Center supporters for estate and tax planning
involving any gift of any kind.

We are also grateful to several founding mem-
bers including one of our Governors, Jacqueline
Dean Witter, who with her husband Malcolm
have twice made gifts of securities to aid the
endowment campaign. Gifts of securities may be
made directly from the donor's brokerage account
to The Churchill Center's brokerage account by
using the following delivery instructions: deliver
to DTC #740, for the account of Legg Mason
Wood Walker, Inc., for the account of The
Churchill Center, account number 690-4957. Or
telephone our Executive Director for assistance:
Parker H. Lee III, (908) 758-1933. ft
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

QUOTE OF THE SEASON
" T A Je live in an age in which science has perfected the telescope

V V and, looking up, has discovered the universe of the infinitely
large; which has invented the microscope and, looking down, has exam-
ined the universe of the infinitely small. We live in an age which in the
arts have seen the most exquisite expression of music through the
improvements in orchestration, and the most execrable monstrosities in
painting and sculpture in the decorations of St. Paul's Cathedral. This
century has witnessed the spreading of a generous sentiment of humani-
tarian sympathy—arid has also seen the creation of engines and machin-
ery of destruction of monstrous and devilish perfection." . •

WSC, SPEECH TO THE MIDLAND CONSERVATIVE CLUB, BIRMINGHAM, 1 JUNE 1899

Pol Roger has recently produced a limited edition: 1000 Jeroboams of the fabulous Sir
Winston Churchill Cuvee 1988. President Directeur General Christian de Billy presents the
owner's certificate for Jeroboam no. 0001/1000 to ICS/CC Patron The Lady Soames, DBE.

EFFERVESCENT NEWS
EPERNAY, FRANCE, OCT. 31ST—The
International Wine Challenge 1996
proved a triumph for Churchill's
favorite Champagne house. Not only
were each of Pol Roger's cuvees
awarded a medal or commendation,
but PR has been selected as the over-
all "Sparkling Wine Producer of the
Year": L'elite de l'elite!

Pol Roger owns around 85
hectares of vineyard land in the Val-
lee de la Marne near Epernay and on

the Cote des Blancs, representing
about 40% of the small company's
annual crush. Its current stock of
around 6.5 million bottles constitutes
one of the more modest holdings
among the grandes marques. The
1988 vintage was supreme this year,
its haunting, toasty concentration just
starting to hint at the glorious maturi-
ty to come. The "PR" vintage 1988, a
cuvee sourced from grand cru sites,
garnered a Silver Medal, as did the
hazelnutty Cuvee Blanc de Chardon-

nay 1988. A bronze medal for the
White Foil and a Commendation for
the still-youthful Rose 1988 complet-
ed the impressive tally. From $25 up
in the USA, but rather more in Eng-
land, any "PR" is a Churchillian liba-
tion. We salute our friends Christian
de Billy and Christian Pol-Roger.

ANOTHER REASON TO REJOICE:
1996 HERITAGE FUND

The just-concluded year-end Her-
itage Fund campaign by ICS United
States was the most successful in his-
tory. ICS/USA treasurer George
Lewis reported over $30,000 in contri-
butions at the close of business
December 31st—a record for the Her-
itage Fund and 50% more than in
1995. At a meeting of the ICS/USA
Executive Committee, it was deter-
mined that the Society in 1997 will
support all publications and other
operating expenses through subscrip-
tions; therefore, ICS/USA will be able
to apply all of the Heritage Fund pro-
ceeds to educational activities con-
ducted by the Churchill Center. This
is the first time we have been able to
do this. We are sincerely grateful to
all who have made it possible, whose
names will appear in our next issue.

HOLD THE DATE: TORONTO,
OCT. 16-19TH, 1997 IN 'THE TRUE
NORTH STRONG AND FREE"

All Churchillians are invited to
join us in singing these words from
the Canadian national anthem plus
the British, American and Australian
anthems, in Toronto, Ontario, Canada
next October 16th-19th. Our Confer-
ence includes a visit to Niagara Falls
for dinner and the spectacular views
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

which Churchill first observed in 1900
and revisited in 1929 and 1943.

In Banff you had a taste of the
"Hits from the Blitz." In Toronto you
will get the full show in the Imperial
Room of the Royal York Hotel. When
Churchill spoke in the Royal York in
1929 the crowds were so. large that
loudspeakers had to be placed in the
streets—over 3,000 people heard him.
We can't accommodate quite that
number but we can accommodate
you. So reserve October 16-19th, for
the 14th International Churchill Con-
ference. For information, contact
Randy Barber, Conference Chairman,
at (904) 881-8550 or John Plumpton,
Program chairman, at (416) 497-5349.
(P.S. You might even be able to get
tickets to watch the Blue Jays win the
World Series, again!)

NEW BUDGETS,
NEW PRIORITIES
BOSTON, NOVEMBER 9TH—The Exec-
utive Committee of the International
Churchill Society (USA) and the
Board of Governors of the Churchill
Center approved 1997 calendar year
budgets totaling $329,000, and jointly
established a $100,000 permanent
endowment for the Churchill Center,
the academic institution designed to
promote and perpetuate Churchill
studies worldwide. Equal contribu-
tions of $50,000 from 1996 funds of
both organizations created the
endowment, whose goal is a mini-
mum of $5 million to fund perma-
nently all major Churchill Center pro-
grams: symposia, seminars, student
support, publication subventions, vis-
iting professorships and aiji annual
Churchill Lecture. The ICS r^udget is
$130,000, while the ChurchilTGenter
budget of $200,000 (higher than ICS's
for the first time) must come almost
entirely from new contributions.

Notable among Churchill Center
activities in 1997 are the first student
seminar, next April at the Hoover
Institute at Stanford; the first annual
Churchill Lecture; commissioning
papers for the third Churchill Sympo-
sium, "Churchill's Life of Marlbor-
ough," at Blenheim Palace in May
1998; and two $1500 scholarships for

American and Canadian students
traveling to Edinburgh University for
the new postgraduate course, "Win-
ston Churchill: The Making of a War
Leader," under Profs. Paul Addison
and David Stafford. (FH 92, page 7).

Initiated by Dr. Cyril Mazansky
last May, both bodies have now held
extensive strategic discussions for the
future role and relationship of each
organization, and have developed the
following strategic posture:

ICS (USA) and the Churchill Center are
two organizations which loosely defined
represent a unified bundle of "Churchill

actixnties." We will promote the continua-
tion of an administrative consolidation
that will better utilize the financial and

manpower resources of ICS and the Cen-
ter, eliminating confusion, duplicate
offices and functions, and facilitating

fundraising efforts.

Commencing 1997, all fundraising
will be undertaken by the Churchill
Center while ICS will be responsible
for Finest Hour, the biannual Proceed-
ings, other publications and support
for the international conferences.

MANCHESTER UPDATE:
"PUIS LA VICTOIRE!"
WINTER 1996-97— Honorary member
William Manchester has published an
excerpt from the third and final vol-
ume of his Churchill biography, The
Last Lion: Defender of the Realm in Mili-
tary History Quarterly. Entitled (from a
Churchill remark in 1940) "Another
Bloody Country Gone West," it
describes Churchill's actions and
reactions during the Fall of France
between 10 May and 16 June 1940. As
we read the familiar story, it took on
a new, starker and yet more terrifying
image in Manchester's brilliant prose:

"Suddenly all England was told
that the Nazis were 140 miles behind
the Allied lines in Belgium—and
heading for the Channel ports. The
crisis brought the war effort some
unlikely converts. Bertrand Russell
wrote a friend that he had renounced
pacifism, declaring that if he were
young enough to fight, he would
enlist."

Churchill's famous but unrecord-
ed speech at Tours, at his last meeting
with the French, is magnificently
summarized: "His mouth was work-
ing; he sought the words, found
them, and spoke warmly and deeply,
French and English phrases tumbling
over each other...England would fight
'on and on and on, toujours, all the
time, everywhere, partout, pas de grace,
no mercy. Puis la victoire!'"

We have no date of publication to
announce, but when excerpts start
appearing it is a good sign. We will
continue to keep readers informed.

DELETERIOUS DUKETALK
LONDON, DECEMBER 3RD (Reuter) —
The Duke of Windsor, who gave up
the English throne sixty years ago this
month to wed American divorcee
Wallis Simp-
son, was repri-
manded by
Churchill for
"defeatist and
p r o - N a z i "
views, it was
revealed today.
"Germans ex-
pect assistance
from the Duke
and Duchess
of Windsor,
the latter desiring at any price to
become queen," said a terse note in
one file. The Germans had asked
Charles Bedaux, a naturalised Ameri-
can, to ask the Duke if he would be
King of England in the event of a Ger-
man victory, but Bedaux had
declined because he was no longer
friendly with the Windsors.

Thousands of pages of secret doc-
uments throw new light on official
attitudes to the Duke's often embar-
rassing views and the whiff of pro-
German intrigue that surrounded
him. An interview he gave while he
was Governor of the Bahamas in 1941
drew a frosty telegram from
Churchill, who feared the Duke's
remarks would contribute to keeping
the United States out of the war. "I
could wish indeed that Your Royal
Highness would seek advice before

CONTINUED OVERLEAF >»

Churchill and the then
Prince of Wales, 1919
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ERRATA, FH #92:
Page 2: Stalin-like, we liquidated

ICS Canada President Randy Barber,
replacing him with Mr. Shields, who
is actually the new President of the
WSC Society of Vancouver. This has
been fixed on page 2 of this issue.

Page 20, footnote 8: for "Gary
Grayson" read "Cary Grayson."

Page 23: With embarrassment
Robert Rhodes James and the editor
admit we misdated Churchill's first
speech as Premier. Though quoted
correctly, it was on 13 May 1940, not
4 June. Thanks to Robert Wallis for
being first to catch the gaffe.

making public statements of this
kind," wrote the Prime Minister. In
another paper, Churchill said the
Duke had become an embarrassment
to the Government, and although his
loyalties were "unimpeachable," he
was dogged by "a backwash of Nazi
intrigue which seeks to make trouble
for him."

While in Lisbon before moving to
the Bahamas in 1940, the Duke
fuelled speculation about his loyalties
by staying in the house of a Por-
tuguese bank manager said by the
Secret Service to be in close touch
with the German Embassy. The
papers released by the Public Record
Office range from secret service
memos to letters between members of
the public "intercepted" by the secu-
rity forces. One such letter made clear
just how enraged some sections of
British opinion had been by the
Duke's decision to give up the throne
in order to marry the twice-divorced
Wallis Simpson.

The Windsors also got into trouble
soon after arriving in the Bahamas in
1940, when the Duke asked for large
sums of money to refurbish his offi-
cial residence. It was pointed out to
him by London that such requests
were open to criticism during
wartime, when "the money could
have been used to buy a fighter." The
British government also struggled
unsuccessfully to prevent the luxury-
loving Windsors from leaving the
Bahamas and visiting the United
States, where it was feared they

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Vivre a jamais dans V esprit des gens...
EDMUND MURRAY, 1917-1996

E!f DDES Murray,
Sir Winston

I Churchill's
bodyguard from 1950
to 1965, was as born
the same year as John
F. Kennedy, and
underwent similar
hair-raising adven-
tures in the same war.
The news of his pass-
ing is no less shocking
to me than would be

JFK's, had the latter lived a normal span. Eddie was a few months short of his
80th birthday, and the golden anniversary of his marriage to Beryl, the charm-
ing Swiss lady who shared his life since 1947.

Born in County Durham, Murray joined the French Foreign Legion soon
after leaving school. After a rather exciting war, he joined the Metropolitan
Police and in 1950 was seconded to Chartwell to take up protection duties
with the Leader of the Opposition. He recorded the story in his book, I Was
Churchill's Bodyguard, later expanded in a series of 1995 tapings for the Imperi-
al War Museum. He stuck out a trying job to the end. I will never forget the
words he uttered at the Churchill funeral: "Who is there to talk of now?"

I met Edmund Murray on the first Churchill Tour in 1983, when he heard
we were stopping at Bath and joined us for lunch. At first he struck me as
Lawrence had struck Churchill, "a very remarkable character, and very careful
of that fact." Eddie was not inclined to hide his light under a bushel, and what
he most loved to talk about was Winston Churchill. Over the years, I observed
a certain mellowing in his manner. He certainly grew more pixieish. Quoting
Sir Harold Wilson's reference ten years before to "Sir Winston's detective, now
dead," Eddie remarked: "By my presence here I offer you undeniable proof
that no one can trust the pronouncements of politicians."

Over the next few years his talks became more polished, more rounded.
Perhaps all his appearances, so many at ICS events, and before youngsters,
whose company he particularly loved, allowed him to sit back and take a '
longer look at the experiences fate had so uniquely placed in his way.

I do know this, and I know it as a certitude: that Eddie's speech at the 1992
Churchill Conference in England was one of the finest ever made about Sir
Winston Churchill, ranking with the words, at other Churchill gatherings, of
Lord Mountbatten and Alistair Cooke, Martin Gilbert and Robert Hardy:'

"Ladies and gentlemen, the Churchill I knew was the epitome of all that
was ever good and fine in our island race and he was always proud of his
American heritage. Yes, he made mistakes, but then only those who do noth-
ing do not. Always his aim was to make Britain great, and to join all European
countries together as one in peace and freedom...We all have a job to do and
indeed the tools to do it are in your hands. Vivre a jamais dans l'esprit des
gens, n'est-ce pas l'immortalite? There is the heritage he left us: la raison d'etre
of the International Churchill Societies. May we all be worthy of his trust"
-Richard M. Langworth

Edmund Murray's final contribution to Finest Hour runs in our next number- we invite
any reader who would like to add a few words of remembrance to write the'editor
immediately. The text of his 1992 speech is available in the Proceedings of the Internation-
al ChurcMl Societies 1992-1993, available from Churchill Stores (address on pT
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would attract unwelcome publicity.
At one point, in the face of hostile

news reports, the Duke was forced to
defend himself against claims that he
was behaving frivolously while men
were dying in the war. "The Duchess
and I have not darkened the door of
any night dub in New York," he said.
-Giles Elgood

HOOVER VOL. Ill IN PRINT
S. HADLEY, MASS., OCT. 15TH— Finest
Hour congratulates longtime Friend
of the Society George H. Nash upon
publication of the third volume of his
seminal biography, The Life of Herbert
Hoover. The 672-page tome, subtitled
"Master of Emergencies 1917-1918,"
is published by Norton at $45. The
New Book Service will be happy to
order copies of "Master of Emergen-
cies" for anyone who writes to the
editor within three weeks of receiving
this issue. The ICS price is $36 + $4 to
ship; order from the editor.

BRONZE STATUE OFFERED
TAUNTON,
SOMERSET,
DEC. 1ST—
Tony Ellard
of ICS, UK
sends us
details of a
limited edi-
tion (50)
solid
bronze
Churchill-
ian figure,
80cm high,
on 4 marble
plinth,
sculpted by
his son. On

orders received from Friends of ICS,
Tony will donate £20 to the Churchill
Society of the buyer. The price is £495
in the UK, £510/$860 elsewhere,
including postage, packing and insur-
ance. Despatch will be eight to twelve
weeks from receipt of full payment.
Please be sure to mention the Interna-
tional Churchill Society if you order.
Contact Kinetica Models, Canon
House, Canon Street, Taunton, Som-
erset TA11SW, England.

INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

Local and National Events

DETROIT
DEARBORN, MICH., JULY 17TH—
Thirty-two Friends of ICS, some
from 150 miles away, gathered at
the Dearborn Inn for the first
Detroit-area meeting in several
years. After a Churchill film and .
review of Churchilliana on display,
Fred Farrow recalled his meeting
Churchill during the General Strike,
a repeat performance of his fasci-
nating talk at the 1995 Boston
Conference. Four times during the
meeting, we stopped and gave
away a total of fifteen pieces of col-
lectible Churchilliana.

Detroit Friends plan regular meet-
ings in the future. To pitch in, please
contact Gary or Beverly Bonine, 9000
E. Jefferson Avenue #28-6, Detroit MI
48214, telephone (313) 823-2951.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Hon. Member Caspar Weinberger and British
Ambassador Sir John Kerr with Churchill-edited

manuscript at the Washington Club.

WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 14TH—
Former Secretary of Defense Casper
Weinberger argued that America's
declining military readiness expos-
es the nation to potential dangers it
may not be able to face at the annu-
al meeting of the Washington
Society for Churchill, held at the
Washington Club tonight. Mr
Weinberger, an honorary member
of ICS, cited Winston Churchill's

frequent warnings during the 1930s
as evidence of the folly of failing to
ma in t a in a nat ion 's s trength of
arms. Ivtr. Weinberger recently co-
authored a book, The Next War, on
this subject, and was kind enough
to autograph copies for many pre-
sent. British Ambassador Sir John
Kerr introduced Mr. Weinberger to
the thirty Friends of ICS and sixty
members of the English Speaking
Union , which cosponsored the
black-tie dinner.

The Washington Society for
Churchill meets regularly. Contact Ron
Helgemo, 2037 Wethersfield Ct.,
Reston VA 22091 or telephone in the
evenings (703) 476-4693

NORTH TEXAS
DALLAS, NOVEMBER 22ND—
Twenty-five Friends and guests cel-
ebrate d the anniversary of Sir
Winston Churchill's birthday at a
Champagne Soiree at the home of
Richard and Anne Hazlett. The
toast was proposed by Earl
Nicholson. The speaker was Lt. Col.
James R. Brown, whose topic was,
"The I ron Curtain Speech—A
Review Fifty Years Later."

Col. Brown's presentation includ-
ed videos showing^jiews clippings
from tine events at Fulton in 1946
and t h e 50th Anniversary "The
Sinews of Peace" Churchill
Conference held at Westminster
College in 1996. The speaker also
gave an interesting comparison of
points raised in the original Iron
Cur ta in Speech and the speech
given by Lady Thatcher at Fulton.

The Colonel's talk was preceded
by a lively description by Paula
Restrepo of the Churchill
Conference and Tour in the U.K. in
October which several from Texas
attended.

For latest information on meetings
in the Dallas area contact Nathan
Hughes, 1117 Shadyglen Circle,
Richardson TX 75081, tel. (214) 235-
3208.
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TENNESSEE
NASHVILLE, NOV. 26TH— Friends
gathered in Nashville at the home
of Dick Knight, who reviewed Sir
Martin Gilbert's book, In Search of
Churchill. Calvin Pastors, a former
CIA officer, discussed the sharing
of information between the USA
and UK during Churchill's second
premiership. He also described see-
ing Churchill in the 1950s.

Area Friends will meet in May to
mark the first premiership. This will be
a dinner meeting and guests are invit-
ed. -Richard H. Knight, 167 Charleston
Park, Nashville TN 37205.

ALASKA
ANCHORAGE, NOV. 30TH—Alaska
Churchillians held their annual
black tie birthday dinner for Sir
Winston S. Churchill on a snowy
Saturday evening at the Hotel
Captain Cook, with forty in atten-
dance. The focus was Churchill's
reflections on modern science,
democracy, and the future in his
1931 essay "Fifty Years Hence."
Chairman James W. Muller intro-
duced the subject after dinner, and
the featured speech was by Mead
Treadwell, who essayed a Chur-
chillian glimpse into the future by
imagining the world of 2046. In an
interesting presentation entitled
"Enemies of the Future," he exhort-
ed us not to turn our backs on the
spirit of adventure that Winston
Churchill exemplified.

The traditional toast to the mem-
ory of Sir Winston was delivered by
Peter Gamache, and diners were
grateful to Brooke Marston for gen-
erously ensuring they did not have
to limit themselves to the single
glass of champagne recommended
by Churchill in his youth.

Once again guests joined in
singing Harrow School songs,
including one—"The Twentieth
Centur-ee"—written in the same
year as Churchill 's essay. They
were led by the Canaries—Craig
Carlson, James Muller, Michael
Padden, and Mark Wohlgemuth—
to the piano accompaniment of
Peter Strandjord. We also bade

INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

farewell at the dinner to John and
Nesta Morgan, who are returning to
England after John's eventful three
years at the helm of BP Exploration
(Alaska), presenting them with the
book Adventure in Oil, which, with a
foreword by Churchill, describes
the founding of BP.

For Alaska event information please
contact James Muller, 1518 Airport
Heights Dr., Anchorage AK 99508.

NEW ENGLAND
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. NOV. 30TH—
Despite conflicts with the
Thanksgiving weekend, over thirty
Friends of the Churchill Center
dined at the Hyatt Regency Hotel to
mark Sir Winston's 122nd birthday.
After a social hour and a delectable
dinner, we had the pleasure of lis-
tening to Professor Paul Rahe,
chairman of the History Depart-
ment at the University of Tulsa, an
ICS academic advisor, discuss
Churchill's second book, The River
War. Not only was the content edu-
cational and the presentation eru-
dite, but the audience was held
spellbound. Prof. Rahe quoted
extensively from the book and his
delivery was most eloquent. As I
listened to Churchill's picturesque
description of an African sunset,
having marveled at this very special
sight many thousands of times
myself, his written and spoken
words accurately brought back to
me this magical experience.

We also had the opportunity to
handle and examine some beautiful
copies of The River War brought
along by Richard Langworth, who
then updated us on the accomplish-
ments and future plans of the
Churchill Center. -Cyril Mazansky

Next meeting: Saturday May 3rd, a
luncheon at the Wayside Inn, Sudbury,
Mass, with Marianne Almquist of
Arizona, who will present her slide lec-
ture, "Clementine Churchill." New
England friends will receive invitations
by mail as usual. Meanwhile, hold the
date. To help with this and future
events please contact Cyril Mazansky,
50 Dolphin Road, Newton Center MA
02159, tel. (617) 527-0522 evenings.

ILLINOIS
CHICAGO, DECEMBER 1ST— Illinois
Churchillians held their tribute to
the 122nd birthday of Sir Winston
Churchill with thirty-two in atten-
dance at the Ballroom West. A
warm atmosphere of holiday cheer
and goodwill prevailed and carols
could be heard in the background.
The program presentation was
hailed by all as outstanding.

Douglas Russell, a Governor of
the Churchill Center and author of
the ICS book, The Orders,
Decorations and Medals of Sir Winston
Churchill, discussed Churchill's
medals, followed by Nick Carter,
who read in Churchillian style the
stirring essay by Virginia Carter:
"How Churchill Used the English
Language." Truly grand!

Commander Joseph Troiani,
USN, reported on the U.S. Guided
Missile Cruiser Sir Winston
Churchill, to be launched in 1998.
The group agreed unanimously that
all should attend the christening,
which will be at the Bath, Maine
Ironworks—stay tuned to Finest
Hour for the details. An internation-
al flavor prevailed, with J. Willis
Johnson from San Angelo (Republic
of Texas) and Bill and Marjorie
Williams, from St. Catharine's,
Ontario, all of whom were with Joe
and Judith Just on the 1996
Churchill Tour. Bill reported on ICS
Canada's plans for the Toronto con-
ference in 1997. We played the
"WSC Quote Game," arguing over
the origin of various Churchill
quotes, or non-quotes—Doug
Russell won, and his prize was the
toll money back to Iowa!

The Churchill birthday cake was
cut, loyal toasts were sung, and we
adjourned feeling good about Sir
Winston and each other. Those who
could not attend sent regrets over
missing a great experience. Per cus-
tom, we adjourned with a Churchill
quote from Joe Just: "History is
what the winners say it is."

Future events information: contact
Joe Just, 16 W. 251 S. Frontage Rd,
Suite 25, Burr Ridge, IL 60521, tel.
(630) 654-3500. $
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Send your questions (and answers) to the Editor

Riddles, Mysteries, Enigmas

i"The
'Strand"

o'fA^pril 1949
mentions that
Churchill saved
his cigar bands
so they could
be sent to those
who wrote ask-
ing for them. I
have some ci-
gar boxes with
his figure, but
no bands. Are
any available? -
]ames Blewitt,
Colchester,
Essex, UK

A I have often seen cigar bands,
XX well chewed butts and whole
cigars claimed to have been the prop-
erty of Sir Winston. In many cases
they were accompanied by a "letter of
authenticity," whatever validity that
may have. It is a matter which the col-
lector must consider carefully before
parting with his or her money.

"Churchill" has long been a stan-
dard cigar size, and many cigar man-
ufacturers have adopted Churchill's
name and/or picture as a brand or
trademark. In virtually every case the
connection is completely spurious,
but some bands from these cigars are
quite colourful and collectable. I
enclose a few examples from a Dutch
manufacturer whose range illustrated
Churchill wearing twenty-four differ-
ent hats! (See FH #79, p22.) Collecting
these requires an outlay measured in
pence rather than pounds. If you
remain determined to track down one
of the cigar bands mentioned in the
"Strand" article I wish you luck! DJH

Coincidentally, it hap-
pens that a reader is

offering an authenticated
cigar band; see letters
column on next page,

lower right.

QPresident Kennedy, in presenting
Churchill with honorary American

citizenship, said, "He mobilized the
English language and sent it into battle."
Who actually originated this line?

A Edward R. Murrow, in his
xXColumbia LP recording entitled
"I Can Hear It Now" (and possibly
elsewhere) actually coined the phrase.
JFK borrowed it without attribution,
but then again, Churchill often did
the same with lines that appealed to
him. The full quote: "Now the hour
had come for him to mobilize the
English language, and send it into
battle, a spearhead of hope for Britain
and the world. We have joined
together some of that Churchillian
prose. It sustained. It lifted the hearts
of an island of people when they
stood alone."

I attended a seminar yesterday fea-
1hiring former presidential Chief of

Staff Howard Baker,former Secretary of
State Lawrence Eagleburger, and former
National Security Advisor Brent
Scowcroft, held at the University of Vir-
ginia's Miller Center of Public Affairs.
During the discussion, Gen. Scowcroft
quoted Winston Churchill's memoirs —
something to the effect of "And so the war
ended, and men were free to return to the
follies that had nearly cost them their
lives." I was hoping you could help me
track down the quote and from whence it
came. —Dan Heuchert, Inside UVA

AThe "theme of the book" for Tri-
umph and Tragedy (1953), the

sixth and last volume of The Second
World War, is: "How the Great
Democracies Triumphed, and so
were able to resume the follies that
had almost cost them their life." It
certainly seems highly relevant today.

Q l was wondering if you could give
me a bit of genealogical information.

1 am curious to discover the relationship

between Winston Churchill and Henriet-
ta Mary Spencer-Churchill. She is the
daughter of the current (11th) Duke of
Marlborough. Abo, what is her relation-
ship to Diana (Spencer), Princess of
Wales? -Ronalda Baldwin
<dagobertii@infohouse.com>

A I know nothing about genealo-
x x g y . Churchill was a first cousin
of the 9th Duke, the present Duke's
grandfather, so perhaps you can piece
together the relation. Diana Spencer is
of the Spencer family, a branch of
which married into the Churchills.
Will a reader please elaborate? (Per-
haps Mr. Steward—see next page.)

J have recently finished reading
'Winston Churchill: The Struggle
urvival 1940 to 1965 by Lord

Moron and thoroughly enjoyed it. A
friend has since advised me that Clemen-
tine Churchill found aspects of the book
disagreeable and that it has also been crit-
icized by various Churchill scholars. I
was surprised by this information because
the book appeared to be very pro-
Churchill. Why was Lady Churchill
angered by this book and why were
aspects of it challenged by others?

A The family objected because they
xVbelieved Moran violated his doc-
tor's oath of patient confidentiality
and gave a skewed portrait, since he
only saw Churchill when WSC was
unwell. (Action This Day, edited by
John Wheeler-Bennett, NY and Lon-
don 1968 was a direct response to
Moran's conclusions, with a pointed
foreword by Lady Churchill.)

Moran claimed, offering no proof,
that he obtained WSC's sanction to
write as he did. Churchill was notori-
ously nervous about colleagues and
staff "writing," as he put it, especially
after Alanbrooke's Memoirs appear-
ed in 1959. Moran's veracity is ques-
tionable. For instance, he told friends
that Clementine Churchill "edited
out" vast portions of certain parts of
his text. In fact, Lady Churchill was
shown no part of the book before
publication, and would cheerfully
have deep-sixed the entire
manuscript. RML ®
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GB IS NOT UK
I enjoyed issue 92. A minor point

the map on the cover suggests that
Great Britain includes Northern Ire-
land. Great Britain is an island com-
prising England, Scotland and Wales.
The United Kingdom comprises
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
STEVEN R. WOLF, WASHINGTON, PA.

Editor's Response: You are quite right
and we apologize. This is what comes of
collecting stamps, which invariably
equate GB with UK.

WSC-FDR RELATIONSHIP AND
ORIGINS OF THE "MANHATTAN"

With regard to "Riddles" in issue
91 (page 11), Churchill was related to
Roosevelt, but Conklin Mann's article
to which you refer appears incorrect
on Churchill's descent from John and
Sarah (Cooke) Warren.

In 1933, George A. Moriarty sug-
gested that Daniel Willcox (Jr.) was
the son of Daniel Willcox (Sr.) by an
unknown first wife, rather than by
Daniel Sr.'s second wife, Elizabeth
Cooke, daughter of John and Sarah
(The New England Historical and
Genealogical Register 87: 73-74; further
expanded in The American Genealogist
[1942-43]: 27.) The 3rd and current
edition of Mayflower Families in
Progress: Francis Cooke of the Mayflower
and His Descendants for Four Genera-
tions" (1994), pp. 11, 3, accepts Mori-
arty's reasoning. (FDR has two
descents from the Cookes, through
Elizabeth's sisters Esther [Cooke]
Taber and Sarah [Cooke] Hathaway.)

Sir Winston and FDR were relat-
ed in other ways. They were 8th
cousins twice removed through the
brothers John Howland (of the
Mayflower) and Arthur Howland, and
seventh cousins once removed
through the sisters Mercy (Glover)
Mansfield and Hannah (Glover) Ash-
ley (Record Th charts on 161,162).

On the origins of the "Manhat-
tan" cocktail, the Leonard Jerome
House at 32 East 26th Street, New
York City, was leased to the Manhat-
tan Club some time after Mrs. Jerome
and her daughters moved to Paris in
1867. (In 1886, the University Club

DESPATCH BOX

was located at this address.) The
rental income of $10,000 (£2000) was
assigned to Jennie Jerome as her join-
ture when she married Lord Ran-
dolph Churchill in April 1874.
Ladies, in 1874, did not frequent gen-
tlemen's clubs, and it would have
been inconceivable, as Mrs. Ruoff
surmises, for Miss Jerome (or Lady
Randolph) to go to the bar of the
Manhattan Club to order a drink.
The Jerome connection to the Man-
hattan Club is clear enough that no
further explanation seems necessary.

SCOTT C. STEWARD
CO-EDITOR, NEXUS

NEW ENGLAND HISTORIC
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, BOSTON

HALCYON DAYS
What a delight to receive Finest

Hour #92 with Cyril Mazansky's
excellent article about Halcyon Days
enamels. I am extremely flattered
that you hold our designs in such
high esteem and it is marvellous to
leam of the goodwill engendered by
such approval. Thank you very much
indeed for your kindness.

SUSAN BENJAMIN, MG. DIR.,
HALCYON DAYS LTD., LONDON

1996 CONFERENCE
Congratulations for a superb

Conference. Taking a child to an
adult event like that is not usually a
good idea, so we were hesitant to
bring Owen with us, and limited our
participation to certain events. Not
surprisingly, though, he picked up
quite a bit of new information. From
the banquet at Blenheim on, the Con-
ference was great fun. The day at
Chartwell was a treat, but the presen-
tations Saturday were my favorite. I
have learned so much about Chur-
chill when listening to others share
their knowledge. And we enjoyed
Whitehall with Sir Martin Gilbert.

Following the conference, we
visited the Guildhall with its magnifi-
cent statue of Churchill, and found
another statue of FDR and Churchill
on Bond Street. We took the Under-
ground out to Woodford to see that

area and the statue on the green
there. We also returned to Blenheim
with a stop a Bladon, and saw a terrif-
ic display of pictures, clippings, etc. at
the Marlborough Arms in Wood-
stock. It was an exciting time and we
plan to return in early 1998.
FRED HARDMAN, SPENCER, WV, USA

'51 CAMPAIGN PINS FOR SALE

John Mather and Robert Hardy (during
the 1996 Churchill Tour) are sporting the
new "Send for Churchill" red, white and
blue lapel pin replicated from the 1951
Election. These pretty pins cost $10/£6
postpaid from the Washington Society for
Churchill, c /o Ron Helgemo, 2037
Wethersfield Ct, Reston VA 22091 USA.

PRINTS & CIGAR BAND FOR SALE
A member of Sir Winston's staff

gave me three gifts: a cigar band (see
page 11 -Ed.), intact and about 1"
wide; and two Churchill painting
prints in colour: "Bottlescape" (above;
16x20" not including border, shiny
finish) and "The Blue Sitting Room,
Trent Park" (7x5" including white
border, actually the top of a card).
Should these pieces be of interest, I
would be receptive to bids.

LARRY BOWMAN, 340 E. 4TH AVE.,
PRINCE RUPERT, BC, CANADA V8J1N6

TEL. (604) 627-8866 $
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THE MANY LIVES OF WINSTON CHURCHILL

t lour

<er
BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

PHOTOS BY DICK BANKS, BILL BEATTY, BARBARA LANGWORTH, PARKER H. LEE III & BILL WILLIAMS

ABOVE: BLENHEIM, LIT FOR CHURCHILUAN VISITORS, 2 OCTOBER • CHARTWELL, WITH THE HEAVENS SMILING, 4 OCTOBER

BELOW: ASHDOWN PARK, HQ ON 5 OCTOBER • THE BACK OF 10 DOWNING STREET, LONDON, WITH THE DOOR WSC OFTEN USED.

IN 1996 the International Churchill Societies came full
circle to convene again in England which—not widely
known—was the site of the very first international

meeting twenty-four years ago. tow turnout was expect-
ed when UK chairman Jack Symonds announced the con-
ference in the Board Room of the British Philatelic Society
on 6 May 1972—it was Cup Final Day. But Jack soon
learned that the Board Room would not be large enough,
and moved the meeting to the Charing Cross Hotel,
where all but one UK member attended. Later we learned
from Sir Martin Gilbert the historic nature of our venue:
Lord Fisher hid here after resigning from the Admiralty

and causing Churchill's ouster in 1915! ICS has been no
stranger to Britain since, having convened in England in
1983, 1989 and 1992, and toured "Churchill's Britain"
seven times since 1983. But the impressive '96 effort by
ICS United Kingdom, under the leadership of chairman
David Boler, made this year's events the largest, most
ambitious held in Great Britain.

The programme attested to the diversity of interest
which coalesces around Churchill's saga. He lived what
would be at any time an extraordinary life. Fortune
decreed that he live it during the greatest upheavals in a
millennium, from the charge of the Twenty-first Lancers
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