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AMID THESE STORMS |

Subscribers should know that our autumn number (92) was posted in North
America and air expressed to the UK for European distribution in mid-Novem-
ber. Winter issue (93) went out likewise on February 15th. This issue will be

posted and shipped in early May.

Publishing a journal with as much information as FHcontains is a constant battle
between conflicting sources, English-American translations, "experts" who disagree
with each other and inexorable deadlines. We have never had a fully paid professional
staff; that we make as few gaffes as we do in the course of 75,000 words every quarter
is, under the circumstances, remarkable. I have what Lord Morley referred to as "a
few books" (5000+), and not one of them is without errors. Some apparent mistakes
are the result of our bilingual character (articles are published in both "British" and
"American" depending on their origin) and Fowler's (Modern English Usage) ideas
about editorial style. For instance, Christie's auction house is officially rendered with
the apostrophe; strict interpretators might suggest "Christie's's"! We do try to make
corrections, even if we have to make them twice. Always consult our errata boxes!

•$• One erratum I wish to correct prominently. In this space in issue 92 I wrote about
a Rolls-Royce said to have conveyed Sir Winston up to London for the last time in
October 1964. Two very reliable sources believe it is unlikely, indeed almost impossi-
ble, that he should at that time have traveled in the Rolls-Royce, and that if ever such
a thing did happen it could only have been when his own usual Humber was out of
service or otherwise occupied. I also incorrectly stated that this car appeared at
Chartwell "at the behest of Grace Hamblin." This is not the case. Finally, Phil John-
son, the owner of the Rolls-Royce, writes to say that the encounter with Alice Bate-
man came in one of Sir Winston's Humbers, not the Rolls-Royce. This subject re-
ceived the ink it did because of the Alice Bateman story, not the car involved. I regret
that so many errors crept in and offer my apologies to all concerned.

•$• Little did we know when we accepted Paul Alkon's outstanding article, "Churchill
and the Scientific Imagination" (pages 18-23), how relevant it would be to current
events. First came the news that Scottish scientists had succeeded in cloning a sheep,
followed by ominous media assurances that human clones weren't far behind; then
came the tragedy in California, where a lunatic cult figure led thirty-eight of his fol-
lowers to a mass suicide, in order that they might cast off their earthly bodies and
beam up to the spaceship he had solemnly assured them was waiting for them just be-
hind the Hale-Bopp comet.

"Churchill is like the Bible," said a correspondent on the Internet. "You can
use him to prove anything." Perhaps—but you can surely find in the vast span of
Winston Churchill's thought much that is relevant to modern times.

Professor Alkon offers a new and fascinating account of Churchill's view of
science not, as he explains, the "administrative" science of the battlefield, but "the
imaginative core of Churchill's relationship with scientific ideas and their technologi-
cal consequences." With media stories about human clones ringing in our ears,
Churchill's 1931 speculation about a race of artificially bred beings hit us like a
sledgehammer (page 7). With the tragic news from California on the airwaves, we
read Churchill's speculation that "a fortunate collision with some wandering
star...might be a merciful deliverance." But there is a difference between Churchill
and the poor deluded souls in California: he would have stood fast here on earth. He
would have counselled: "Never Despair." We must try to listen.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH
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The Churchill Center Report: Spring 199?
The mission of the Churchill Center, in Washington, D. C, is to encourage international study of the life and thought of Sir
Winston Churchill; to foster research about his speeches, writings and deeds; to advance knowledge of his example as a states-
man; and, by programmes of teaching and publishing, to impart that learning to men, women and young people around the
world. Programmes include course development, symposia, standard and electronic libraries, CD-rom research, an annual

Churchill Lecture, visiting professorships, seminars, publishing subventions, fellowships, and publications.

THE CHURCHILL CALENDAR
Local event organizers are welcome to send entries for this calendar; owing to our quarterly schedule, however, we need copy at least three months in advance

1997
3 May: Clementine Churchill: a slide lecture by Marianne Almquist, noontime, Wayside Inn, Sudbury, Mass.
15-16 May: Executive Committee Meetings of ICS/USA and the Churchill Center, Lenox Hotel, Boston, Mass.
Spring: Annual General Meeting of ICS United Kingdom (date will be sent by posted notice to Friends of ICS/UK)
26 July: Centenary of Churchill's Maiden Political Speech, American Museum, Claverton Down, Bath, Somerset.
28-29 August: Churchill Panel at the American Political Science Association convention, and launch of Churchill as

Peacemaker, (papers from the first Churchill Center Symposium), Washington, D.C.
September: Inauguration of the course, "Winston Churchill: The Making of a War Leader,"Edinburgh University, Scotland.
16-19 October: 14th International Churchill Conference, hosted by ICS, Canada at Toronto and Niagara Falls, Ontario.
1 November: Annual General Meeting of the Churchill Center Board of Governors, Lenox Hotel, Boston, Mass.
30 November: Sir Winston Churchill's 123rd Birthday Anniversary.

199%
1-2 May: Executive Committee meeting of the Churchill Center.
15-16 May: Third Churchill Center Symposium, "Winston Churchill's Life of Marlborough," Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire.
15-27 May: Ninth International Churchill Tour: Blenheim, Lake District, Edinburgh, Scottish Lowlands, Yorkshire.
1 June: International Churchill Society 30th Anniversary
5-8 November: 15th International Churchill Conference & First Annual Churchill Lecture, Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia.

1999
July: "Winston Churchill's Escape Into Fame," Tenth International Churchill Tour: South Africa.
Autumn: 16th International Churchill Conference

2000
Spring: Fourth Churchill Center Symposium
14-17 September: 17th International Churchill Conference, Anchorage, Alaska.

2003
Twentieth International Churchill Conference and 50th Anniversary of the Bermuda Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda

Students, Professors discuss My Early Life

and Thoughts and Adventures at Pont Seminar

THE Churchill Center launched another segment
of its many-faceted array of Churchill Studies
with the kind help of Ethel M. Pont, chief sup-

porter of the Manard E. Pont Seminar at Stanford
University on April 18-19th. Sixteen distinguished stu-
dents and six professors assembled to discuss two of
Winston Churchill's most readable and philosophic
works, My Early Life: A Roving Commission and Thoughts
and Adventures (akaAmid These Storms). Friends of ICS
and the Center were invited to take part in the two-day
event, which also included addresses by Professors James
W. Muller, Paul A. Rahe and Mark N. Blitz.

The Seminar was the outcome of planning which
began in San Francisco last year following the Churchill
panel at the American Political Science Association con-
vention. Ethel Pont, a founding member of the Churchill
Center who strongly supports its efforts to bring
Churchill to the notice of college students, generously
offered to be the chief benefactor of the seminar, which
was named for her late husband and prominent
Churchillian, the distinguished physician Manard E.
Pont. Important financial assistance was also received
from the Intercollegiate Studies Center.

At this writing we are waiting anxiously for the out-
come, and particularly for the views of our student pre-
senters. In requesting student recommendations, the
Churchill Center said that familiarity with Churchill's
writings was not a requirement. The vast majority of pre-
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Forthcoming Books Produced with the Aid of the Churchill Center

Summer 1997: Churchill Proceedings, 1994-1995.
August 1997: Churchill as Peacemaker: Papers from the First Churchill Center Symposium (Cambridge Univ. Press)
Late-1997: Churchill's "Sinews of Peace": Papers from the 50th Anniversary Sinews of Peace Conference, Fulton, Mo.
Early 1998: Connoisseur's Guide to the Books of Sir Winston Churchill, by Richard M. Langworth (Brasseys UK Ltd.)
Mid-1998: Winston Churchill in the Postwar Years. Papers from the Second Churchill Symposium.
1999: The River War Centenary Edition (the 1899 unabridged edition, the 1902 additions and a critical appraisal).

Pont Seminar, continued
senters were reading Churchill's autobiography and his
1932 collection of essays about life and politics for the
first time. The views of newcomers to the canon are par-
ticularly valuable.

Preliminaries began Friday the 18th with afternoon
check-ins and an orientation meeting for Pont Fellows
and faculty at the Stanford Park Hotel, followed by a
reception for all participants and guests. This was fol-
lowed by James Muller's address "Churchill the Writer," at
a dinner for Fellows and faculty.

Faculty and Fellows moved to the Hoover Institution,
Hoover Memorial Building, Stauffer Auditorium on
Saturday the 19th for the morning session on My Early
Life. Luncheon included Paul Rahe's presentation, "The
River War: Nature's Provision, Man's Desire to Prevail, and
Prospects for Peace." The afternoon session dealt with
Thoughts and Adventures, and a dinner in honor of the late
Manard E. Pont, MD at Stanford Park Hotel finished the
evening. The speaker, Professor Mark N. Blitz, delivered a
talk entitled, "What Churchill's Gathering Storm Teaches
about Statesmanship."

Manard E. Pont Seminar Faculty
Paul K. Alkon, Leo S. Bing Professor of English,

University of Southern California
MarkN. Blitz, Professor of Government,

Claremont McKenna College, Claremont, Calif.
Gerald A. Dorfman, Senior Fellow,

Hoover Institution, Stanford University
James W. Muller, Chairman, Dept. of Political Science,

University of Alaska Anchorage
Paul A. Rahe, Jay P. Walker Professor of American

History, University of Tulsa
Peter Stanksy, Frances & Charles Field Professor of

History, Stanford University

1997 Manard E. Pont Fellows
Adam K. Ake, United States Military Academy
Jeffrey R. Giesea, Stanford University
Julie A. Johnson, Stanford University
Mahindan Kanakaratnam, University of Toronto
Rohit Khanna, University of Chicago
Jeffrey P. Metzger, University of Notre Dame
Alicia R. Mosier, University of Tulsa
Mark A. Pickup, University of Calgary
David A. Raksin, Cornell University

Daphna Renan, Yale University
Caleb W. Richardson, Stanford University
Micah J. Schwartzman, University of Virginia
Kathryn E. Shea, Harvard University
Dark M. Spiers, University of Southern California
Kevin C. Wack, Stanford University
Scott L. Watson, Claremont McKenna College

The Churchill Center is grateful to the Seminar organiz-
ers, James W. Muller, Parker H. Lee III and Jacqueline Dean
Witter; to the Hoover Institution at Stanford; to the Fellows
and Faculty listed above; to the Intercollegiate Studies
Institute; and, most deeply, to Mrs. Ethel M. Pont.

Celia Sandys a Churchill Center Trustee

GREAT Britain is represented in the administration of
the Churchill Center by The Honorable Celia

Sandys, who has been named to the Board of Trustees,
which exercises general oversight of the activities of the
Center and is regularly consulted by the Board of
Governors. She also serves as a Trustee of ICS United
Kingdom. Her infectious enthusiasm for family history
culminated in the publication of her first book, The Young
Churchill, which was a bestseller on two continents. Celia's
sequel will center on young Winston Churchill's adven-
tures in the Boer War, and she is also presently working
with the editor on the 1999 Centenary tour of
"Churchill's South Africa." Celia lives in Marlborough,
Wiltshire, with her husband, Maj. Gen. Ken Perkins, and
their two children, Sophie and Alexander. {Finest Hour 88
covered their visit to Chartwell).

Churchill Center Annual Report

ASIX-PAGE Annual Report, including financial reports
for 1996, was distributed to Founding Members of

the Churchill Center and supporters of the 1995
ICS/USA Heritage Fund in February, together with their
copies of the Churchill-Conover Correspondence edited by
Sir Martin Gilbert. The Annual Report was also sent to all
other Friends of ICS/USA, who may obtain a copy of the
Correspondence by sending a donation to the Churchill
Center c/o Parker Lee, address on page 2. (Contributors
to the 1996Heritage Fund will receive the new edition of
Churchill Proceedings 1994-1995, scheduled for publica-
tion later this year.) M
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

QUOTE OF THE SEASON
H rT~there seems little doubt that it will be possible to

JL carry out in artificial surroundings the entire cycle
which now leads to the birth of a child. Interference with
the mental development of such beings, expert suggestion
and treatment in the earlier years, would produce beings
specialized to thought or toil....A being might be produced
capable of tending a machine but without other ambitions."

WINSTON S. CHURCHILL, "FIFTY YEARS HENCE/THE STRAND MAGAZINE, DECEMBER 1931.
REPRINTED IN THOUGHTS AND ADVENTURES /AMID THESE STORMS, 1932.

AIRBORNE BATTLESHIPS!

LONDON, NOV. 6TH— Churchill proposed
lifting battleships out of the water to
clear shallow straits on a daring inva-
sion of the Baltic Sea in 1939, it was
revealed today by Sir David Nicholas,
retired former chairman of ITN. Sir
David's research ("a kind of hobby")
started several years ago, but he only
just found this bold scheme while
browsing Churchill's admiralty papers.

Like the Gallipoli expedition, the
Baltic invasion ("Operation Catherine")
had major potential value. Churchill
wanted to sweep German naval and air
forces from the Baltic, cut off Germany
from its supplies of Swedish iron ore,
threaten Hitler from the rear and possi-
bly bring Scandanavian neutrals into
the war. He proposed using 26,000-ton
Royal Sovereign class battleships, send-
ing them through the "Vengeance
Shoal" between Fyn Island (Swedish)
and Denmark. "There are at present no

PHOTOMONTAGE: JONATHAN ANSTEE

guns commanding this channel and the
states on either side are neutral," wrote
Churchill. "Therefore there would be no
harm in hoisting the armour belt [usu-
ally below the waterline on battleships]
temporarily up to the water level."
Churchill proposed to do this with
"caissons"—air-filled floats attached on
either side of the battleships, increasing
their beam from 102 to 142 feet.

The plan was shelved by the First
Sea Lord, Sir Dudley Pound, who said
sending surface ships into the Baltic
would be "courting disaster." But on 9
April 1940, the shock news came that
Hitler had invaded Denmark and Nor-
way. That morning Churchill received a
telegram from Admiral Lord Cork, who
said that if only "Catherine" had gone
ahead, "what an ideal force we would
have together to go right in and break
up the German fleet."

-Christopher Bellamy

MAIDEN SPEECH CENTENARY
BATH, SOMERSET, 26 JULY 1997

This day, a Saturday, marks the
100th Anniversary of Churchill's first
speech (not counting the impromptu,
largely unrecorded peroration at Lon-
don's Empire Theatre in 1894, when he
helped tear down the "chastity barri-
ers" erected by the marvelously named
Mrs. Ormiston Chant).

The 1897 speech was sponsored by
the Primrose League, the Tory party
support group, at Claverton Down,
Bath, presently the site of the American
Museum. Beginning with the well-
worn cliche, "unaccustomed as I am to
public speaking," Churchill outlined
the Tory-backed Workmen's Compen-
sation Bill, which the Conservatives had
revived after the failure of the Liberals'
"Employers' Liability Bill." ("Observe
how much better the Tories do these
things. [Ours] is a much nicer name.")
He also promised to "hold down" the
"slap-dash, wholesale, harum-scarum
policy of the Radicals" who, he said,
reminded him "of the man who, on
being told that ventilation is an excel-
lent thing, went and smashed every
window in his house and died of
rheumatic fever."

The 23-year-old Churchill went on
to praise "the rising tide of Tory democ-
racy," which had more to offer, he said,
than "the dried up drain-pipe of Radi-
calism." He urged voters to obliterate
the Liberals in the 1901 general election
and, in the meantime, "to uphold the
Empire" and "carry out our mission of
bearing peace, civilisation and good
government to the uttermost ends of
the earth." Interrupted twenty times by
cheers from the partisan crowd, it was a
rollicking good speech of a style that
would soon become familiar to Mem-
bers of Parliament.

The Maiden Speech will be reprint-
ed in its entirety in the Summer Num-
ber of Finest Hour, posted on the
Churchill Home Page on the Internet,
and marked by an ICS commemorative
cover posted at Bath on the 100th
Anniversary.

SOLD DOWN RIVER
LONDON, NOVEMBER 27TH— O n e of t h e

most distinctive portraits of Churchill
was sold by Sotheby's to an anonymous

CONTINUED OVERLEAF >»
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

foreign buyer for
£150,000 today.
St. Stephen's
Constitutional
Club, which con-
tains a number
of MPs, commis-
sioned the work
by Mr. Frank

Salisbury (1874-1962) in 1943. Salisbury
is the same artist who did the famous
painting of WSC in the reception room
at Chartwell. Known as "Blood, Toil,
Tears and Sweat" after Churchill's
wartime speech, it was borrowed by
Prime Minister Thatcher who hung it in
Ten Downing Street.

The painting was sold to raise
funds for work on the Club's building
in Westminster. Club chairman David
Bright said: "The decision to sell has not
been an easy one and we are very sad
to lose this treasured possession."
Angry veterans' associations said the
painting should have been bought with
National Heritage Funds. Charles Peall
of the Burma Star Association, which
represents those who fought in the Far
East, said, "We consider it rather blas-
phemous for anything of this nature to
go out of the country."

CHURCHILL ON THE EURO?
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 11TH— " O u r fe l low

Europeans have just come up with
another good reason for opposing a sin-
gle currency," writes the Daily Express:
"They want one of the new bank notes
to feature the face of Chancellor Helmut
Kohl. The idea was put up by the Ger-
man finance ministers. Kohl is the only
living politician on the shortlist. The
rest, such as Winston Churchill,
Francois Mitterrand, General de Gaulle
and Konrad Adenauer, are all dead."

Euro banknote design recommen-
dations have gone to a selection com-
mittee consisting of the fifteen presi-
dents of EU countries' central banks.
Putting Churchill on a Euro note might

be one way to convince the British to
join the European Monetary Union, but
we suspect it will take more than that.

IVOR
ROBERTS-
JONES, R.I.P.
LONDON, DEC.

12TH— The
famed Welsh
sculptor of the
best-known
statue of Sir
Winston has
died aged 83.
Ivor Roberts-

Jones's massive bronze, gazing at St.
Stephen's Tower from across Parlia-
ment Square, was only his second full-
scale commission. Getting the assign-
ment was an uphill battle, since Lady
Churchill had wanted the job to go to
Oscar Nemon, and the difficulties of
making a twelve-foot figure were enor-
mous. Later the artist told about having
had nightmares of a monstrous bronze
figure lurching across the lawns of Par-
liament Square.

The Royal Fine Arts Commission
had already approved his maquette
showing Churchill in garter robes
(cover, FH 86) when Lady Churchill
said she preferred to show Sir Winston
as a war leader. The sculptor decided to
garb Churchill in a military overcoat,
which created more problems. "Put
Winston into ordinary clothes and he
looks quite dapper," Roberts-Jones said.
"Put him in uniform and it looks as
though a boiled sweet is emerging from
the tight clothes. You just can't make a
statue out of a boiled sweet."

But the critics loved it. Though
many were astonished by the finished
work's strength and bristling character,
it had a beneficial effect on the artist's
career. Apart from two further
Churchill commissions (for Oslo and
New Orleans), Roberts-Jones undertook
the spectacular "Two Kings" at Harlech
Castle, the Rupert Brooke memorial at
Rugby School, and famous heads of
Yehudi Menuhin and Kyffin Williams.
His works entered the collections at the
National Portrait Gallery, the Tate and
the Contemporary Arts Society. Success
did not change his quiet and unflam-

boyant temperament. He lived and
worked in East Anglia, where he pur-
sued the other great love of his life, sail-
ing. He was appointed CBE in 1975 and
made an RA in 1973.

DESMOND FLOWER, R.I.P.
LONDON, JANUARY 7TH— The head of Cas-
sell's, the publishing house responsible
for the English editions of all
Churchill's later books, has died at 89.
In 1946, Desmond Flower was assigned
by his father, Newman, to publishing
The Second World War followed by A
History of the English-Speaking Peoples.
Desmond thought the first volume, The
Gathering Storm, the best of the war
memoirs, "for it was Churchill's own
work, rather than one in which he
sprayed Gibbonian style onto the work
of his researchers," according to the
Daily Telegraph: "Never can an author
have had as baroque a method of work-
ing as Churchill did. This involved his
words being set in print—at his own
expense—and corrected numerous
times before being dispatched to the
publisher, who, alas, could not make
use of this typesetting as it was the
wrong size. (In the English Gathering
Storm, Flower used a very small type-
face to save on rationed paper, incur-
ring the wrath of WSC, who demanded
and got a larger face for the later vol-
umes.) "I was never in awe of him,"
Flower later recalled. "But, like so many

others, [I] felt a
deep affection
and love, such
as one might
feel for a
revered and
f a v o u r i t e
uncle."

Flower at the
beginning of
his career, 1931

FINEST HOUR BACK ISSUES
Peter Coombs, a past director of

ICS/UK, is cleaning house and offers a
collection of back numbers, issue #51
(Autumn 1981) through Summer 1996
for best offer. Telephone him at (01935)
814559 or write 32 Hillbrook Ct. Acre-
man St., Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3NZ.
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

Local and National Events
MANCHESTER, UK
22 MAY NEXT— "Churchill: What the
Papers Say," an exhibition produced by
the Churchill Archives Centre and John
Rylands University Library in Manch-
ester, will be open through 6 Septem-
ber. Rylands is the third largest aca-
demic library in the country and home
to one of the finest collections of rare
books, manuscripts and archives in the
world. The original Rylands Library
building is a stunning example of late
Victorian Gothic Architecture.

The second major exhibit of
Churchill Archives following last year's
London showing, this includes papers
never previously seen in public.
Manchester is an ideal venue because of
Churchill's long connection with the
area. It is fifty years since he accepted
the Freedom of the City in December
1947, and almost 100 years since his
first real links with the region. He con-
tested the Oldham constituency in 1899,
won it in 1900 and represented it
through 1904. He then crossed the floor
to join the Liberal Party, for whom he
held the seat of Manchester North West
from 1906 to 1908.

Admission is free and the exhibit
will be open weekdays from 1000 to
1730 and Saturdays 1000-1300. The
Rylands Library is located at 130
Deansgate, Manchester M3 3EH, tele-
phone (0161) 834-5343.

MAINE
BATH, FEBRUARY 19TH— The Bath Iron
Works, builder of the U.S. Navy's 31st
AEGIS class destroyer USS Winston
Churchill (DDG-81) celebrated the first
significant event in the life of the new
ship with the ceremonial first cutting of
steel. The selection of the name Winston
Churchill was announced by President
Clinton in November 1995 (see FH 89).

Allan Cameron, President and
C.E.O. of Bath Iron Works, shared the
speaker's platform with Rear Admiral
G. A. Huchting, USN, Program Execu-
tive Officer for Surface Combatants/
AEGIS; Commodore Michael Gregory,
RN, Naval Attache to the British

Embassy; and B.I.W. officials. Com-
modore Gregory noted that two previ-
ous Royal Navy ships had borne the
name Churchill: one of the fifty destroy-
ers sent to Britain as part of Lend-Lease
during World War II and a modern
British-built nuclear submarine. The
destroyer was sunk in the White Sea
while on loan to Russia during the war;
the submarine was retired from active
service in 1990.

Commodore Gregory was invited
to participate in the actual cutting of the
first two pieces of steel plate for the
Winston Churchill by piloting the com-
puter-programed burning machinery.
He deftly accomplished this task and
hull number 467 is on its way to keel
laying in 1998 and launch in 1999. The
commissioning is scheduled for early
2000. -Fred Koch

(Mr. Koch of Georgetown, Maine, a
retired U.S. Navy officer who served
with the Office of the Supervisor of
Shipbuilding in Bath for over 23 years,
is the Churchill Center's liaison to the
U.S. Navy on this building project and
will continue to keep us informed.)

BRITISH COLUMBIA
WEST VANCOUVER, MARCH 7TH— T h e Sir

Winston Spencer Churchill Society of
British Columbia enjoyed their latest
"Evening with Churchill" tonight at the
Hollyburn Club, where over fifty mem-
bers and guests were on hand for wine
and cheese, followed by several presen-
tations. Mr. Justice Martin R. Taylor,
QC, who recently retired from the B.C.
Court of Appeal, showed a Vancouver-
produced video on Donoghue v.
Stevenson, a famous case with ramifica-
tions throughout the world of English
Common Law. It demonstrates how
unelected judges play an essential
democratic lawmaking role under the
parliamentary system. In addition,
members heard a presentation by Stan-
ley Winfield on his experience as an
international observer at last Septem-
ber's elections in Bosnia, an area of
much concern for Sir Winston
Churchill, and where his son Randolph

ERRATA
FH 92: Apologies to Markku

Ruotsila, author of the excellent
piece on Churchill and Wilson,
for misspelling his name on
pages 2 and 18.

Page 8: Arggh! Douglas
Hall's original letter (issue 91 p5)
proposed a Roosevelt not a
Churchill underground station, a
reciprocal gesture to the USS
Churchill (issue 89 p7)—as the text
of that letter, but not our title,
clearly stated. Our errata last
issue compounded this error.

FH 93: Page 3 cover blurb: for
"mountbank" read "mountebank."

Pages 14 and 38: Mr. Hall
lives in Lincolnshire (per p4), not
Derbyshire.

Page 42: The firm we called
"Christies" actually calls itself
"Christie's"; our omission of the
apostrophe had to do with other
considerations besides their pref-
erence. (See "Amid These
Storms.")

saw service with partisan forces during
World War II. Finally, Vice President
Malcolm Pinteau reported on the
Eighth Churchill Tour sponsored last
autumn by ICS, which included the
Churchill Conference in England.

The Churchill Society of British
Columbia meets frequently around the year.
For further details -please contact Leslie A.
Strike, President, 701 - 1575 Esauimalt
Ave., West Vancouver, BC V7V 1R4 (tele-
phone and fax 604-926-5342).

OHIO
COLUMBUS, JANUARY 24TH— Thirty-five
Friends of the Churchill Center and
Society met on the 32nd anniversary of
Winston Churchill's death and the 70th
anniversary of the passing of Lord Ran-
dolph Churchill, for a computer-gener-
ated presentation on Churchill's life by
Don Jakeway. This presentation is
available for other ICS functions, can be
modified for audio and video, and can
accommodate additional information.

A special story was shared by
Henry "Butch" O'Neil, Jr. When
Churchill passed through Ohio after his
1946 "Sinews of Peace" speech in Ful-

CONTINUED OVERLEAF >»
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ton, Missouri, he met the Mayor of
Columbus, James Rhodes. WSC asked
the Mayor if he would like a cigar and a
drink; the Mayor responded that he
neither smoked nor drank. "You'll
never be a success in politics, my boy!"
Churchill replied with consternation.
(But Rhodes went on to become Gover-
nor of Ohio!

Churchill Memorabilia was also on
display, many items obtained from
Churchill Stores. Several present were
making plans for the Churchill Confer-
ence in Toronto this October, and at
Williamsburg in 1998.

Ohio Churchillians will next spon-
sor a reception marking Churchill's first
Premiership in May 1940, with speakers
discussing his years as Prime Minister.
For further information please contact
Don Jakeway, 3667 Scioto Run Blvd.,
Hilliard OH 43026; home phone (614)
777-4851; office (614) 644-9389; internet
djakeway@odod.ohio.gov; fax (614)
644-0745. In Northeast Ohio please con-
tact Michael T. McMenamin at his
office: (216) 781-1212.

CHICAGO
HOW CHURCHILL USED THE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
by Virginia Carter

Read by Nick Carter at the Chicago Dinner
in honor of Sir Winston's 122nd Birthday

(See report in issue #93, page 10).

WINSTON Churchill, a most elo-
quent and expressive states-

man, was both a master and a slave of
the English language. His extraordinary
career may fittingly be regarded as one
magnificent monologue. Day after day,
and often night after night, he poured
forth a tumultuous torrent of words
and phrases, inspiring, exhorting, mov-
ing, persuading, cajoling, thundering,
bullying, abusing and energizing. Piers
Brendon wrote that Churchill's single
greatest contribution was his oratory;
President Kennedy remarked that
Churchill proved that the pen was
mightier than the sword. Another biog-
rapher wrote: "The people of the free
world are still free because, when
words were all we had to fight with, he
chose the right ones."

INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

The fighting spirit of the English
people found their expression in him.
Men and women were proud to be
sharing part of a lifetime with this man.

Drafts of his speeches were often
shown to Clementine for comment. Her
practical sense made her a perfect coun-
selor, seeing facets of a speech that he
overlooked in his enthusiasm. Her sen-
sibility was often evident in what he
said. It was compelling, and so was the
way he said it.

The stirring cadences, the gruff
intimacy, the comic quirks of pronoun-
ciation ("Narzees") all made him a
spellbinder, especially on radio. He was
as great an actor as he was an orator.
His character breathed through every
sentence: He was at once simple,
ardent, innocent and incapable of
deception, yet also chivalrous, heroic
and great-hearted.

He wrote amusingly in My Early
Life: "By being a slow learner I gained
an immense advantage over the clever-
er boys. They all went on to classes in
Latin and Greek. But I was taught
English....I got into my bones the essen-
tial structure of the ordinary British sen-
tence—which is a noble thing!"

Yet despite his mastery of the lan-
guage he was in no sense a born orator.
With his youthful lisp and stammer, it
seemed inconceivable that he would
ever impress an audience. He labored
heroically to overcome these disabili-
ties. He saw speech specialists, prac-
ticed constantly, and chose words care-
fully to avoid words with an "s." He
deeply regretted his lack of an Ox-
bridge education, realizing early that he
needed training in classical literature.
One hundred years ago, he was com-
pleting a massive effort of self-educa-
tion, devouring all the great works he
missed at Sandhurst. As a young sol-
dier in need of income, he began writ-
ing books and articles, and these also
sharpened his abilities. Later, when he
had a family, he continued to earn
money in this way, and during those
years he lived, as he said, "from mouth
to hand."

Churchill once remarked, "Words
are the only things that last forever." In
his case at least, this confident predic-
tion has become a fitting epitaph.

OXFORDSHIRE

WOOD-

STOCK, OCT.

2ND—

Remarks
bylCS/
USA
Chairman
Ambas-
sador Paul
H. Robin-
son, Jr.;
Blenheim

Award Dinner for The Duke of Marybor-
ough, Blenheim Palace.

Your Graces, Lady Soames, Hon.
Celia Sandys, distingushed guests,

ladies and gentlemen: As a representa-
tive of Winston Churchill's mother's
land, it is a great honor to be in the
country and the Palace of his birth. We
in the International Churchill Societies
strictly adhere to Lady Soames's stated
purpose of ICS, "to keep the memory
green and the record accurate." We will
continue to cooperate in all respects
with the Churchill organizations
around the world to achieve this goal.

Much has been said and written
about the special relationship between
America, Great Britain and the Com-
monwealth. Churchill himself referred
on several occasions to what he called
"The Unwritten Alliance." In that con-
nection I refer to his speech at Harvard
University in September 1943 which
best summarizes the Anglo-American
relationship:

"If we are together, nothing is im-
possible. If we are divided all will fail. I
therefore preach continually the doc-
trine of the fraternal association of our
two peoples, not for any purpose of
gaining invidious material advantages
for either of them, not for territorial
aggrandizement or the vain pomp of
earthly dominion, but for the sake of
service to mankind and for the honour
that comes to those who faithfully serve
great causes."

Let's keep it that way.
It is very good to be with you this

evening. M
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Send your questions (and answers) to the Editor

Riddles, Mysteries, Enigmas

Q I wish to
create a

menu in honor
of Sir Winston
and am trying to
find information
on his food pref-
erences.

The information
on cigars and
spirits on
Churchill FAQ
page of your
website was
quite useful.
Where might
one find similar
data about food
and menus?
-]ason Clevenger

AThe best source on Churchill's
favorite dishes is Georgina Lande-

mare's Recipes from No. 10 (London:
Collins 1958, reprinted 1959). She was
the Churchill family cook and accom-
panied them to Downing Street. The
book is scarce but may be obtainable
from a large library or inter-library
loan. In brief, he was a fan of French
haute cuisine and of English traditional
dishes like fowl and roast beef with
Yorkshire pudding. He preferred
"limpid" soups to thick, creamy ones.
He enjoyed shellfish more than fish and
Stilton more than sweet desserts, but he
could easily be persuaded to take both
of the latter. In our Churchill dinners at
the Savoy Hotel we have served menus
he would have particularly enjoyed:
raw oysters, Petite Marmite, Beef &
Yorkshire, dessert (pudding) and Stil-
ton. Indeed the Savoy's good archives
could help you considerably.

Q
How did the Spencers become attached
to the Churchills?

A The First Duke of Marlborough
j t \ . w a s surnamed Churchill but his
eldest son died in childhood and his

daughter Henrietta had no children
who could inherit. Thus the son of her
younger sister Anne, who was married
to this Charles Spencer, became
Charles, Third Duke of Marlborough.
When George Spencer became the Fifth
Duke in 1817 he was authorised to
"take and use the name of Churchill, in
addition to and after that of Spencer."

\I have an Ezra
'Brooks bourbon

bottle in the likeness of
Churchill beside a col-
umn, giving a V-sign,
sculpted by Francine
Zak, commemorating
Churchill's Iron Curtain
Speech. A decal on the
bottom says: "First Edi-
tion of the Winston

Churchill Commemorative bottle, as pre-
sented to the Honored Guests at the dedica-
tion of the Winston Churchill Memorial
and Library in the United States - May 7 -
1969." Can you tell me more about it?

AWhile not a good likeness, this
1969 commemorative became col-

lectible when the moulds were
destroyed. Perfect examples, with both
stick-on labels intact (EB label on podi-
um base, small oval label "genuine Her-
itage china" halfway up the podium), a
functioning cap and the bottom decal
intact are worth about $100-150, but are
sometimes offered at higher prices. The
cap was apt to break off, leaving half
the cork in the opening; such examples,
or ones with missing labels, are worth
half as much. The bottle is scarce, but
perfect examples are rare.

Q lng. Patricio Giangreco, Naples, asks
a number of questions regarding pho-

tographs ofChartwell, appearing in the
piece on Celia Sandys in FH #88, at which
we will take a stab...

1) Why is there a bust of Napoleon on
Churchill's study desk?

Churchill admired Napoleon and
hoped to write a biography of him; he
asked Charlie Chaplin to star in a film
about Napoleon which he hoped to
script. But other things got in the way.

2) Has the configuration ofWSC's
study desk always been as it is today?

No: the desk is as it was when WSC
left Chartwell for the last time on 15
October 1964. Earlier photos differ.

3) Why is the current stand-up desk dif-
ferent from earlier photos?

The original stand-up desk was a
cruder affair built by a local carpenter.
At some point, I believe after WW2,
members of his family presented Sir
Winston with an improved model.

4) Is the Chartwell study different from
the Chartwell library?

Yes. The upstairs study is where
Churchill spent most of his time and
wrote and dictated most of his works.
The downstairs library was often used
by guests who needed a quiet place to
work during their visits.

5) Is the ICS publication "28 Hyde Park
Gate" still available?

Yes, $10/£4 from Churchill Stores
(address on page 2).

6) Why doesn't someone reproduce the
signet ring of Churchill?

The original, now owned by Win-
ston Churchill MP, consists of a medal-
lion bearing the Churchill crest from the
coat of arms and holding, but freely
moving around, four gold bands. It has
in fact been reproduced individually:
by WSC's great-grandson Randolph
Churchill, by Robert Hardy, by David
Boler of ICS/UK, and by my wife as a
gift to me. Mass reproduction for sale
even within ICS would involve ques-
tions of propriety; the last three rings
mentioned above have been careful to
avoid copyright infringement by not
copying the family device on the origi-
nal. It is, however, perfectly possible to
have such a ring, bearing your own
device, made by a jeweler. The original,
and Robert Hardy's, were made by
Garrad's in London, who undoubtedly
have accurate patterns to go by. M
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COVER STORY

The Portraits That Changed My Life
The world-renowned photographer tells what he learned from
the portraits that made him famous: "God is always close by"
BY YOUSUF KARSH, O.C.
PHOTOGRAPHS PUBLISHED BY PERMISSION OF THE AUTHOR

IWAS IN MY darkroom when the call came. After I
had hung up the phone I sat looking out the win-
dow, hardly seeing the bright December sunshine

splashing across the sill.
The call was from the office of Canadian Prime

Minister Mackenzie King who, over the years, had
become my patron and friend. Winston Churchill
would be in Ottawa shortly to address the combined
houses of Parliament. And I had been invited to take
his portrait.

I thrilled at the prospect of photographing such a
giant at this crucial stage in history. At that time in
19411 was a relatively unknown photographer who
principally made portraits of women.

Women. I smiled in warm recollection as my
thoughts went back to my boyhood in Armenia when
we children would sit at my mother's knee as she read
the Bible to us. God's promises were the only good
things we had in those days in the early 1900s when
Christian Armenians suffered under the persecution of
the Turks. But mother helped us even through that.

One day after school some Turkish children stoned
me. With a bleeding forehead, I ran home crying to my
mother. "Tomorrow," I said, "I will throw the stones!"

Mother drew me close. "My son," she said, "if you
must throw a stone in self-defense, be sure you miss."

Love and forgiveness were lessons we were taught
early. We also learned that God had a purpose in life
for each of us. And if we tried to live close to Him
through compassion for others, we would be guided to
our true destiny. The persecution in Armenia intensi-
fied. I saw relatives massacred; my sister died of star-
vation as we were driven from village to village.

Then light shone for me in the form of my uncle,
George Nakash, who offered to bring me to Canada. I
went there with a dream of studying medicine. After
twenty-nine days in steerage I arrived, an awkward
15-year-old who knew little English and thus was

Mr. Karsh is an Honorary Member of ICS, Canada. His article
is reprinted by permission from Guideposts from August
1974.We are also grateful to Jerry Fielder and Woodfin Kemp.

placed in the fourth grade. But I found love and under-
standing from fellow students who not only gave me
marbles and encouraged me to play with them—but
even made sure that I won. I was astonished and grate-
ful. It was then that my love affair with Canada began.

In the meantime I was helping Uncle George, who
was a photographer. For a birthday present he gave
me a Brownie camera. Delighted with my new toy, I
wandered out to take some pictures. I was entranced
by a group of delighted children tumbling on a pile of
hay. Inwardly my spirit laughed with them and I
snapped the joyful scene. I gave a print of it to a friend
for a Christmas gift. Without my knowing, he entered
it in a Toronto photo contest where it won first prize.

Uncle George, perceiving my growing interest in
studying photography seriously, sent me to his friend
John Garo, a photographer in Boston, where I worked
as an apprentice. Garo was famous, and many promi-
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Opposite: "Karsh 1," the most famous of the photos taken in
Ottawa in 1941. To Mr. Karsh it was an unknown quantity,
though he had some hopes for "Karsh 2," the smiling
Churchill on our cover. But no sooner did the first photo
emerge than the technician exclaimed: "This is a triumph."
Below: "Karsh 3," the little known third photograph includ-
ing Mackenzie King. Churchill appears as a cross between
the first two, better known photographs. As far as we know,
this photograph has previously been published only in His
Greatest Years, a softbound photo documentary produced by
Swann Publishing in Toronto in 1965. All photographs ©
Karsh of Ottawa, republished by permission of the author.

nent musicians, artists, journalists and statesmen came
to his studio where, after sittings, they remained to
visit. I hung around in the background and listened,
enthralled, to the rich conversations of men like Arthur
Fiedler, Serge Koussevitzky and Charles Francis
Adams. I learned that appreciating the fullness of life
is more than sharpening one's professional skill—that
it is immersing oneself in others, learning their
thoughts and aspirations.

By the time I moved to Ottawa to open my own
studio, I had dedicated myself to photographing those
who left their mark on the world. But more than mak-
ing an image of a person's face, I now endeavoured to
capture a living essence, hoping to reveal an inner life.
One did not do this by simply squeezing a shutter. I
found that I had to get to know the subject; it was like
a physician diagnosing a patient. To be effective, I
learned that the subject must become the only person

in my life at that hour.
In a sense, my original desire to be a physician was

fulfilled. For the sitter must emotionally reveal his true
self, as a patient does to a trusted physician in the con-
sultation room. In getting the subject to drop his
armour, you catch the heartbeat of the soul,

This became my calling—whether it was a young
soldier being photographed before he left for war or a
mother who wished her children to have a remem-
brance, or a young girl wanting something of herself
for her fiance, on each I concentrated all my energy
and attention. After all, the Lord said, "Whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do; do it with thy might."

By now the sunshine had left my studio window
and I snapped myself out of my reverie.
Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of a country

already two long years at war, had flown to the United
States after the attack on Pearl Harbour. He would
arrive soon in Ottawa. I had little time to prepare.

Mackenzie King had invited me to come to the
speaker's chamber and set up my equipment the night
before but, more important, he had also invited me to
be present to hear the great man speak.

"When Churchill finishes his speech," said Mr.
King, "I will bring him directly to you."

After a sleepless night, I hurried over to Parliament
where I joined the audience and listened to Churchill
give one of his most inspiring speeches. Caught up in
the rumbling thunder of his prose, I leaned forward,
responding to his bold call for courage.

Then, during the enthusiastic roar of applause fol-
lowing the speech, I went across the hall to the speak-
er's chamber. I waited anxiously.

Soon I heard the approach of many feet and the
mutter of voices. I switched on the floodlights. The
group halted outside; Mr. King, walking arm-in-arm
with Churchill, ushered him into the room. Churchill
stood there defiantly, his bulldoglike face bristling
with surprise. "What's going on?" he demanded.

His entourage started to laugh. From their faces I
could see that no one had thought to inform him about
the photograph. That did not make my task any easier.

I bowed respectfully, quaking inside. "Sir, I hope to
be fortunate enough to make a worthy photograph of
this historic occasion."

"Why wasn't I told?" he barked, chewing vigorously
on his cigar. Everyone looked at the floor; no one
answered. Churchill turned to me. "All right," he con-
ceded, "you may take one."

He reluctantly followed me to where my lights and
camera were set up. I offered him an ash tray for his
cigar but he pointedly ignored it, his eyes boring into
mine. continued overleaf »>
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At the camera, I made sure everything was in focus,
closed the lens and stood up, my hand ready to squeeze
the shutter release, when something made me hesitate.

Then suddenly, with a strange boldness, almost as if
it were an unconscious act, I stepped forward and said,
"Forgive me, sir." Without premeditation, I reached up
and removed the cigar from his mouth.

His jaw tightened in belligerence; his eyes blazed. I
clicked the shutter.

Then he relaxed. "All right," he grunted as he as-
sumed a more benign attitude, "you may take another
one."

In a few minutes he stood up, strode across the room,
shook my hand and said, "You can even make a roar-
ing lion stand still to be photographed." Then he was
gone.

I hurried to my studio with the film of the shots.
With the first I wasn't exactly sure of what I had; I had
hopes for the second one.

In the darkness of the lab, I waited as anxiously as a
father expecting his first child. But I wasn't quite pre-
pared for the words of the technician as she watched
the image materialize: "This is a triumph!"

There, glowering from the still wet emulsion, was
the resolute determination of a man who was to lead
his people to victory.

Of course it was the first shot.
Within weeks it appeared throughout the free

world, including the cover of Life magazine. Edward R.
Murrow, the famed war correspondent, wrote when
he saw it, "Ah, here is the face which marshaled the
English language and sent it into battle when we had
little else."

Since then it has been my privilege to photograph
many of the world's leaders in all phases of endeav-
our. I have tried, every time, to capture the person
when he is most himself.

I remember the face of Gamal Abdel Nasser, stern
and impassive, until the musical voices of his children
at play in the courtyard drifted through the window—
then his face softened into that of a loving father.

Once in Connecticut, I was photographing Marian
Anderson when her accompanist arrived for a
rehearsal. "Play the music for The Crucifixion," I whis-
pered. At the sound of the first chords, the great con-
tralto forgot about the camera and began to sing. In
that instant the camera caught the deep faith of that
compassionate artist.

Many times I think back to the portrait of Churchill
in Ottawa which changed my life. Was it a lucky acci-
dent? I don't think so. For I believe that when one
approaches the work that God has given him with
faith and dedication, God is always close by. $5

From the Canon:
The Scaffolding of Rhetoric,
"The orator is the embodiment of
Before he can inspire them with any
by it himself. Before he can move
To convince them he must himself

BY WINSTON S. CHURCHILL

We receive many requests for this article, which was
never formally published, though some of the ideas in it were
incorporated in Savrola, the author's novel. Written a cen-
tury ago, it provides Churchill's formula for a good speech,
which is as sound advice as ever. It is republished on its cen-
tenary by kind permission of the Churchill Literary Estate
and Winston S. Churchill, MP.

OF ALL the talents bestowed upon men, none is
so precious as the gift of oratory. He who
enjoys it wields a power more durable than

that of a great king. He is an independent force in the
world. Abandoned by his party, betrayed by his
friends, stripped of his offices, whoever can command
this power is still formidable. Many have watched its
effects. A meeting of grave citizens, protected by all
the cynicism of these prosaic days, is unable to resist
its influence. From unresponsive silence they advance
to grudging approval and thence to complete agree-
ment with the speaker. The cheers become louder and
more frequent; the enthusiasm momentarily increases;
until they are convulsed by emotions they are unable
to control and shaken by passions of which they have
resigned the direction.

It is however freely written and frequently re-
marked that the day of oratory is passing. The news-
paper report and the growing knowledge of men have,
it is said, led to the decline of rhetoric. Now no rhetori-
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the passions of the multitude,
emotion he must be swayed
their tears his own must flow,
believe/'

cian would be likely to admit that his art had lost its
power, and if this proposition be generally affirmed,
the conclusion follows that there are at present no ora-
tors. But it by no means follows that the future will be
equally barren. There was once a party in the state that
thought that the power of personality in politics was a
thing of the past, that took as a motto "Measures not
Men," and forthwith proceeded blindly to follow a
great man for thirty years. Human weakness appears
to be one of the few unvarying features of life and we
are convinced that those primary forces which from
earliest antiquity have appealed to men will continue
to influence their actions. The sentimental and emo-
tional parts of the human mind will even derive new
vigour from the spread of education and the easiness
of intercourse. Nor does this belief depend on specula-
tion alone. The people of the United States of America
are more highly educated than any other great com-
munity in the world. Whatever can add to the
improvement of the individual—whether by material
inventions or political institutions—is there found in
greater proportion than elsewhere. In no country does
so great a volume of educated public opinion exist and
yet in no country is the influence of oratory so marked.

The nature of so great and permanent a force may
well claim and has often received careful investigation.
Is it born or acquired? Does it work for good or ill? Is it
real or artificial? Such are the questions that philoso-
phers from the days of Aristotle have revolved. Nor do
they remain unanswered. And yet, with respect to the
oratory of the English speaking peoples, there is room
for further inquiry. It appears that there are certain ele-
ments inherent in all rhetoric: that there are certain fea-
tures common to all the finest speeches in the English
language. In painting, partly mechanical arrangements
of colour give pleasure to the eye. In music, certain
combinations of chords and discords are agreeable to
the ear. And the art of oratory has also its "values" and
its "thorough base": and this it is the ambitious aim of
this article to examine.

AS the analysis proceeds we shall observe that
rhetorical power is neither wholly bestowed
nor wholly acquired, but cultivated. The pecu-

liar temperament and talents of the orator must be his
by nature. Their development is encouraged by prac-
tice. The orator is real. The rhetoric is partly artificial.
Partly, but not wholly; for the nature of the artist is the
spirit of his art, and much that appears to be the result
of study is due to instinct. If we examine this strange
being by the light of history we shall discover that he
is in character sympathetic, sentimental and earnest:
that he is often as easily influenced by others as others
are by him. Indeed the orator is the embodiment of the
passions of the multitude. Before he can inspire them
with any emotion he must be swayed by it himself.
When he would rouse their indignation his heart is
filled with anger. Before he can move their tears his
own must flow. To convince them he must himself
believe. His opinions may change as their impressions
fade, but every orator means what he says at the
moment he says it. He may be often inconsistent. He is
never consciously insincere.

The dominion of matter over mind, her rebellious
slave, is in this state of human development almost
absolute: nor can we proceed with this inquiry without
briefly considering the indispensable physical
attributes of the orator. First of all a striking presence
is a necessity. Often small, ugly or deformed, he is
invested with a personal significance, which varying in
every case defies definition. Sometimes a slight and
not unpleasing stammer or impediment has been of
some assistance in securing the attention of the audi-
ence, but usually a clear and resonant voice gives
expression of his thoughts.

The direct, though not the admitted, object which
the orator has in view is to allay the commonplace
influences and critical faculties of his audience, by pre-
senting to their imaginations a series of vivid impres-
sions which are replaced before they can be too closely
examined and vanish before they can be assailed. The
following appear to be the six principal elements by
which this object is attained.

I. Correctness of Diction. Knowledge of a
language is measured by the nice and exact apprecia-
tion of words. There is no more important element in
the technique of rhetoric than the continual employ-
ment of the best possible word. Whatever part of
speech it is it must in each case absolutely express the
full meaning of the speaker. It will leave no room for
alternatives. Words exist in virtue of no arbitrary rule
but have been evolved by the taste and experience of
mankind and the instinct of language is implanted »
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very deeply in the human character. There are few
audiences so ignorant as to be incapable of admiring
correct diction—for even if they have never heard the
word before—they will, if it be rightly used under-
stand its meaning. The Scots have been described as a
"stern and dour" folk. "Dour" is a rare and uncommon
word: but what else could it convey to the Anglo-
Saxon mind than the character of the people of a cold,
grey land, severe, just, thrifty and religious. So power-
ful indeed is the fascination of correct expression that
it not only influences the audience, but sometimes
even induces the orator, without prejudice to his sin-
cerity, to adapt his principles to his phrases.

The unreflecting often imagine that the effects of
oratory are produced by the use of long words. The
error of this idea will appear from what has been writ-
ten. The shorter words of a language are usually the
more ancient. Their meaning is more ingrained in the
national character and they appeal with greater force
to simple understandings than words recently intro-
duced from the Latin and the Greek. All the speeches
of great English rhetoricians—except when addressing
highly cultured audiences—display a uniform prefer-
ence for short, homely words of common usage—so
long as such words can fully express their thoughts
and feelings. It suffices to mention as a famous exam-
ple the name of John Bright. Indeed the great sayings
of most countries have been expressed in aboriginal
words. "Wirfuerchten allein Gott" said Bismarck, and
thereby gave an impulse to the German nation which
has not yet died away. What can be more simple? The
words employed are all among those that the human
mind would earliest evolve.

II. Rhythm. The great influence of sound on the
human brain is well known. The sentences of the ora-
tor when he appeals to his art become long, rolling and
sonorous. The peculiar balance of the phrases pro-
duces a cadence which resembles blank verse rather
than prose. It would be easy to multiply examples
since nearly every famous peroration in the English
language might be quoted. We prefer to allude only to
the opening lines of Dr. Johnson's Rasselas as a remark-
able instance of correctness of diction and rhythm—
which in a speech could not have failed to produce a
tremendous effect upon an audience.

III. Accumulation of Argument. The cli-
max of oratory is reached by a rapid succession of
waves of sound and vivid pictures. The audience is
delighted by the changing scenes presented to their
imagination. Their ear is tickled by the rhythm of the
language. The enthusiasm rises. A series of facts is

brought forward all pointing in a common direction.
The end appears in view before it is reached. The
crowd anticipate the conclusion and the last words fall
amid a thunder of assent.

IV. Analogy. The affection of the mind for argu-
ment by analogy may afford a fertile theme to the cyni-
cal philosopher. The ambition of human beings to
extend their knowledge favours the belief that the
unknown is only an extension of the known: that the
abstract and the concrete are ruled by similar princi-
ples: that the finite and the infinite are homogeneous.
An apt analogy connects or appears to connect these
distant spheres. It appeals to the everyday knowledge
of the hearer and invites him to decide the problems
that have baffled his powers of reason by the standard
of the nursery and the heart. Argument by analogy
leads to conviction rather than to proof, and has often
led to glaring error.

In spite of the arguments of the cynic the influence
exercised over the human mind by apt analogies is and
has always been immense. Whether they translate an
established truth into simple language or whether they
adventurously aspire to reveal the unknown, they are
among the most formidable weapons of the rhetori-
cian. The effect upon the most cultivated audience is
electrical:

"They [Frontier wars] are but the surf that marks
the edge and advance of the wave of civilisation."
(Lord Salisbury. Guildhall.)

"Our rule in India is, as it were, a sheet of oil spread
over and keeping free from storms a vast and pro-
found ocean of humanity." (Lord Randolph Churchill.)

"A strong nation may no more be confiding of its
liberties than a pure woman of her honour." (Bishop of
Derry, Albert Hall, 1892)

IT is impossible to imagine any argument that could
keep the field in the face of these or similar analo-
gies. One such will make a speech or mar a measure.

A tendency to wild extravagance of language—to
extravagance so wild that reason recoils—is evident in
most perorations. The emotions of the speaker and the
listeners are alike aroused and some expression must
be found that will represent all they are feeling. This
usually embodies in an extreme form the principles
they are supporting. Thus Mr. Pitt, wishing to eulogise
the freedom possessed by Englishmen:
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"The poorest man may in his cottage bid defiance to
all the forces of the Crown. It may be frail; its roof may
shake: the wind may blow through it; the storms may
enter, the rain may enter—but the King of England
cannot enter! All his forces dare not cross the threshold
of the tenement."
(Earl of Chatham. Speech on the Excise Bill.)

Or Mr Bryan, anxious to display the superiority of a
silver over a gold standard: "You shall not press a
crown of thorns upon the brow of labour or crucify
humanity on a cross of gold."
(William Jennings Bryan. Speech. 1896.)

The effect of such extravagances on a political strug-
gle is tremendous. They become the watchwords of
parties and the creeds of nationalities. But upon the
audience the effect is to reduce pressure as when a
safety valve is opened.

Their feelings are more than adequately expressed.
Their enthusiasm has boiled over. The orator who
wished to incite his audience to a deed of violence
would follow his accumulative argument, his rhythmi-
cal periods, his vivid word-pictures, by a moderate
and reasonable conclusion. The cooling drink will be
withheld from the thirsty man. The safety valves will
be screwed down and the people will go out into the
night to find the expression of their feelings for them-
selves. But a fortunate circumstance protects society
from this danger. The man who can inspire the crowd

by words, is as we have already observed, under their
influence himself. Nor can he resist the desire to
express his opinions in an extreme form or to carry his
argument to the culmination. But for this cunning
counter-poise, rhetoric would long since have been
adjudged a crime.

WE CONCEIVE that by this analysis we have
displayed the principal elements of English
oratory. So detailed and disconnected an

examination of the structure favours the impression
that rhetoric is to be regarded as an artificial science,
which may be acquired by any who possess the physi-
cal qualifications. Experience shows that this conclu-
sion would be incorrect. Throughout the country are
men who speak well and fluently, who devote oppor-
tunity, talent and perseverance to improving their
speaking, and yet never deserve to be called orators.
The subtle art of combining the various elements that
separately mean nothing and collectively mean so
much in an harmonious proportion is known to a very
few. Nor can it ever be imparted by them to others.
Nature guards her secrets well and stops the mouths
of those in whom she confides. But as the Chemist
does not despair of ultimately bridging the chasm
between the organic and the inorganic and of creating
the living microcosm from its primordial elements, so
the student of rhetoric may indulge the hope that
Nature will finally yield to observation and persever-
ance, the key to the hearts of men. $

Wit and
Wisdom

Sir Winston Churchill was known as a
master of the English language. The test
words in this selection are taken from his
speeches during the Second World War.
Tick the word or phrase nearest in mean-
ing to the key word. Answers are on page
31. Republished by permission of Reader's
Digest, January 1980.

(1) imponderable (im pon' der uh
b'l)—A: manifest. B: confining. C: inca-
pable of being evaluated. D: meditative.

(2) retaliate (rf tal'ee ayt)—A: to
repeat. B: add on. C: repay in kind. D:
nullify.

(3) cede (seed)—A: to impregnate. B:
begin. C: retreat. D: yield.

(4) vitiate (vish'ee ayt)—A: to
impair. B: reject. C: quicken. D:
enhance.

(5) acumen (a kyew'men)—A: accu-
racy. B: shrewdness. C: force. D: obtuse-
ness.

(6) temerity (ti mer' T ti)—A: fear. B:
recklessness. C: diffidence. D: ruthless-
ness.

(7) fabricate (fab' ri cayt)—A: to
stretch. B: concoct. C: indulge. D: daz-
zle.

(8) juncture (junk' cher)—A: begin-
ning. B: obstruction. C: critical moment.
D: complexity.

(9) calumny (kal' um nee)—A: clev-
erness. B: hardship. C: compliment. D:
slander.

(10) verbiage (ver' bee ij)—A: fecun-
dity. B: precision. C: wordiness. D:
foliage.

(11) blandishment (blan' dish
ment)—A: nonsense. B: threat. C: abra-
sion. D: flattery.

(12) ignoble (ig no' b'l)—A: aloof. B:
unknown. C: bizarre. D: dishonourable.

(13) compass (kum' pass)—A: pas-
sageway. B: point. C: scope. D: restric-
tion.

(14) daunt—A: to intimidate. B: over-
whelm. C: dare. D: show off.

(15) brazen (bray' z'n)—A: glowing
B: unbreakable. C: irresponsible. D:
shameless.

(16) legion (lee' jun)—A: distance. B:
rampage. C: multitude. D: motto.

(17) arrears (a rears')—A: disorienta-
tion. B: throwback. C: holding pattern.
D: unfulfilled obligations.

(18) deployment (de ploy' ment)—A:
dismissal. B: spreading out. C: seizure.
D: judgement.

(19) subvention (sub ven' shun)—A:
deception. B: subsidy. C: evasion. D:
descent.

(20) resilient (rf zil ' yent)—A:
rebounding. B: animated. C: resource-
ful. D: tenacious.

Answers on page 31.
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"Shall We All Commit Suicide?"
Winston Churchill and the Scientific Imagination

Churchill is an equal-opportunity prophet:
"Under sujficient stress—starvation, terror, warlike passion, or even

cold intellectual frenzy—the modern man we know so well
will do the most terrible deeds, and his modern woman will back him up"

by Paul K. Alkon

MUCH has been written about the administrative
side of Churchill's long and important involve-
ment with science. As First Lord of the

Admiralty in 1911, Churchill presided over great advances
in warship armament, speed, and endurance that he him-
self describes in a very technical chapter of The World
Crisis ironically entitled "The Romance of Design."1

Historians have noted other influential activities ranging
from his encouragement of military aviation, tank devel-
opment, and chemical warfare during the First World War
through his concern as Prime Minister with radar, rockets,
proximity fuses, asdic, atomic research, and other facets of
what in his memoirs of World War II he fancifully calls
"The Wizard War."^ Well known are Churchill's singular
friendship with his scientific mentor, Professor
Lindemann, and his role in the establishment of Churchill
College at Cambridge University as a center for the study
of science—upon continuing mastery of which, Churchill
insisted in one of his last speeches, depended England's
future. ̂

Far less remarked is the imaginative core of Chur-
chill's relationship with scientific ideas and their techno-
logical consequences. But even such phrases as "Wizard
War" and "The Romance of Design" are telling clues to
the fact that the possibilities of modern science stirred his
vivid imagination no less than his powerful intellect.

Imaginative engagement with science was one of
Churchill's fundamental traits. It is perhaps the feature of
his mind and writing that best allows us to understand his
remarkable flexibility in dealing with the staggering
changes that he confronted in moving to the Atomic age
from his origins as a Victorian cavalry officer whose entire
curriculum at Sandhurst, as he ruefully noted long after-
wards, consisted of "Tactics, Fortification...Mapmaking,
Military Law...Military Administration...Drill, Gymnas-
tics and Riding."4 Had Churchill not on his own gone far

Dr. Alkon, a Professor of English at the University of Southern
California, participated in the Manard E. Pont Seminar, sponsored at
Stanford this April by the Churchill Center.

beyond this education for Colonel Blimphood to grasp
imaginatively the social and military implications of twen-
tieth-century science, it is likely that the Battle of Britain,
the Second World War, and with it human history, would
have taken a very different and disastrous course. And that
(as he warned in his most famous speech) could have
plunged our planet into "the abyss of a new Dark Age
made more sinister, and perhaps more protracted, by the
lights of perverted science."5 Far from clinging (as some
charge that he did) to Victorian dreams of progress
brought about by the march of science, Churchill was
quicker than most to discard the underlying Enlighten-
ment equation of reason, science, and Utopia.

AKEY text is "Shall We All Commit Suicide?" first
published in the September, 1924 number of
Nash's Pall Mall magazine, issued also that year as

a separate pamphlet (omitting "All" from the title) by the
Eilert Printing Company in New York, adapted within the
conclusion of The Aftermath in 1929, reprinted in
Churchill's 1932 collection of essays Thoughts and
Adventures I Amid These Storms, and in 1948 quoted early
in The Gathering Storm, volume one of The Second World
War. Reprinted from the Eilert version in 1994 by ICS,
this essay is available from Churchill Stores.

Churchill begins "Shall We All Commit Suicide?"
with an irritating truth not universally acknowledged:
"The Story of the human race is War. Except for brief and
precarious interludes, there has never been peace in the
world; and before history began, murderous strife was
universal and unending."^ He meliorates this Hobbesian
vision of human relationships only to the extent of
remarking that "up to the present time the means of
destruction at the disposal of man have not kept pace with
his ferocity" (3). Churchill devotes the rest of the essay to
explaining why, thanks mostly to "Science on the Side of
War," humanity confronts for the first time the possibility
of annihilation: "It was not until the dawn of the twenti-
eth century of the Christian era that War really began to
enter into its kingdom as the potential destroyer of the
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human race" (4). After glancing at the new machinery of
death employed in World War I, and also providing a
miniature alternate history by explaining how much more
devastating the campaigns of 1919 would have been had
not the Armistice intervened to prevent deployment of
improved weapons—a topic on which there is in The
World Crisis an entire chapter entitled "The Unfought
Campaign"^—Churchill then speculates about the future
of explosives:

Have we reached the end? Has Science turned its last
page on them? May there not be methods of using explo-
sive energy incomparably more intense than anything
heretofore discovered? Might not a bomb no bigger than
an orange be found to possess a secret power to destroy a
whole block of buildings—nay to concentrate the force of
a thousand tons of cordite and blast a township at a
stroke? Could not explosives even of the existing type be
guided automatically in flying machines by wireless or
other rays, without a human pilot, in ceaseless procession
on a hostile city, arsenal, camp, or dockyard? (8-9).

After dwelling with equal prescience on future possi-
bilities of chemical and bacteriological weapons, and on
social conditions likely to foster such warfare, Churchill
winds up by suggesting, not very hopefully, that "disasters
compared to which those we have suffered will be but a
pale preliminary" can only be averted by strengthening the
League of Nations, which "raises feebly but faithfully its
standards of sanity and hope" (11).

WHAT stands out in "Shall We All Commit
Suicide?" is Churchill's inclination to imag-
ine—and invite readers to imagine—future

science and alternate pasts. Both are staples of science fic-
tion. Both recur in Churchill's writing frequently enough

to be characteristic features of his style, though not in
every text. (His only free-standing alternate history is "If
Lee Had Not Won the Battle of Gettysburg." This, how-
ever, is a classic of its genre.)8 Most of Churchill's alternate
histories are embedded in other texts, sometimes over sev-
eral pages, sometimes in compressed form as in the sen-
tence about a "new Dark age" in his "Finest Hour" speech,
and a paragraph in The Aftermath outlining how Britain
would have fared had she, not Germany, been defeated in
World War I.9 In The World Crisis there is much specula-
tion on how World War I might have ended more quickly
with far fewer casualties had the Gallipoli campaign been
fought more aggressively by admirals and generals on the
spot, and had tanks been initially deployed en masse
rather than dribbled onto the battlefield in quantities too
small to be decisive. In Churchill's hands, as in much sci-
ence fiction, alternate pasts are sometimes used not only
to identify what he calls in The Aftermath "turning points"
or "hinges of Fate" (390, 466) and to suggest what
depended on them, but also as invitations to think about
Utopian or dystopian futures.

Churchill's chapter on "The Unfought Campaign" of
1919 is in a decidedly dystopian mode, culminating in a
horrific Wellsian vision of an offensive that never was but
might yet be, as Churchill once imagined it and now
invites his readers to imagine it:

"My mind amid a vivid life of movement and activity
always rested on one picture of the future: 10,000 fighting
tanks, large and small, specially adapted to the ground
they had to travers, moving forward simultaneously
behind the artillery barrage on fronts of assault aggregating
300 or 400 kilometres; behind them, working with them,
British, French and American infantry; and behind these
again, 10,000 caterpillar vehicles unarmed and unar-
moured, but each carrying forward across country, over

1. Winston S. Churchill, The World Crisis 1911-1914 (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1924), pp. 125-48.
2. Winston S. Churchill, The Second World War, Vol. II: Their Finest Hour (Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1949; reprinted 1985), pp. 337-52.
3. See R. F. Harrod, The Prof: A Personal Memoir of Lord Cherwell (London: Macmillan, 1959); Frederick, second Earl of Birkenhead, The

Professor and the Prime Minister: the Official Life of Professor F. A. Lindemann, Viscount Cherwell(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1962);
Thomas Wilson, Churchill and the Prof (Lon&on: Cassell, 1995); and on Churchill's speech at Churchill College see Martin Gilbert,
WinstonS. Churchill: Vol. VIII "Never Despair" 1945-1965 (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1988), p. 1302-3.

4 Winston S. Churchill, My Early Life: A Roving Commission (1930; reprinted: New York: Macmillan/Scribner's, 1987), p. 43.
5 Winston S. Churchill, "Their Finest Hour" (Speech delivered first to the House of Commons and then broadcast, June 18, 1940),

published in Blood, Sweat, and Tears (New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1941), p. 314.
6. Winston S. Churchill, Shall We Commit Suicide? (1924; reprinted by the International Churchill Societies, 1994), p. 3. Subsequent page

citations to this edition will appear parenthetically in my text. The 1924 Eilert Printing Company pamphlet, of which the 1994 ICS
edition is a photographic facsimile, dropped the word "All" from the title, which in other printings of the entire essay during Chur-
chill's lifetime appears as "Shall We All Commit Suicide?" He evidently preferred the slightly longer and much more arresting title.

7. Winston S. Churchill, The World Crisis 1916-1918, Part 2 (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1927), pp. 193-217. Subsequent page
citations to this edition will appear parenthetically in my text.

8. See Paul Alkon, "Alternate History and Postmodern Temporality," in Time, Literature and the Arts: Essays in Honor of Samuel L. Macey, ed.
Thomas R. Cleary, English Literary Studies Monograph Series, no. 61 (Victoria: University of Victoria, 1994), pp. 65-85.

9. Winston S. Churchill, The World Crisis: The Aftermath 1918-1928 (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1929), pp. 221-22. Subsequent
page citations to this edition will appear parenthetically in my text identified as The Aftermath.
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fields and trenches, all the food, ammunition, kit and
supplies of every kind which one platoon would require,
while the roads remained clear and free for the advance of
artillery and reserves." (The World Crisis 1916-18, II: 217).

This "picture of the future" that Churchill says
obsessed him while serving as Munitions Minister in 1918
stands as a prophetic warning that everything in it and
more might yet take place in the reader's future if peace
cannot somehow be established by political settlements
better than the Versailles treaty.

B
EFORE turning in The Aftermath to his blistering
critique of Woodrow Wilson and other leaders at the
Versailles conference who succeeded only in aggra-

vating rather than removing conflicts that could lead to
another world war, Churchill indulges in a Utopian alter-
nate history presented in the venerable form of a dream-
vision: "one of the many Armistice Dreams" (The
Aftermath, 7). In it Wilson, Clemenceau, and Lloyd
George, instead of delaying as they did in the
real world, meet promptly after 11 %X^rJ
November 1918—and with better political
preparation at home by Wilson. They decide
that "the new instrument of world-order
should be armed with the new weapons of
science." They establish for that purpose a
new "International Air Force" whose pilots—
mostly World War I aces—will be (Wilson
says enthusiastically) "the new nobility."
This, Clemenceau suggests, will be in effect
to revive '"the old Orders of chivalry like the
Knights Templars and the Knights of Malta
to guard civilization against barbarism'" (The
Aftermath, 11-12). Shortly after this exchange, Churchill
ends his vision of a past that never was and a future that
never will be with a conventional account of the dream-
er—here himself—awakening again to dismal reality: "the
spell broke. The illusion of power vanished. I awoke from
my Armistice dream, and we all found ourselves in the
rough, dark, sour and chilly waters in which we are swim-
ming still" {The Aftermath, 12).

Churchill's vison of a nobility of the air as enforcer of
a new world order is if anything more Wellsian than H.
G. Wells, though one thinks of The War in the Air (1908),
and especially of The World Set Free (1914) with its air-
craft, atomic bombs, and reconstitution of society after
nuclear Armageddon. To review Churchill's Armistice
dream is to understand better the Utopian impulse under-
lying his eloquent tributes in 1940 to The Few—"these
young airmen...going forth every morn to guard their
native land and all that we stand for...of whom it may be
said that 'Every morn brought forth a noble chance / And
every chance brought forth a noble knight.'"10

If the Armistice dream is Churchill's Utopia lost, his
and our impending dystopia is outlined with passages of
Orwellian power in "Fifty Years Hence," an essay first
published in the December 1931 Strand and included in
1932 along with "Shall We All Commit Suicide?" in
Thoughts and Adventures I Amid These Storms. This essay
has rightly been identified as "a kind of acid test of
Churchill's relevance," offering, in addition to predictions,
"a diagnosis of the predicament of modern man."11 Again
Churchill's premise is that "this power called Science" has
now accelerated the pace of change and come to dominate
humanity in unprecedented ways: "None of the genera-
tions of men before the last two or three were ever gripped
for good or ill and handled like this."12 Accordingly the
remote past is no guide to the future. Would-be prophets
must discard methods employed by historians in favor of
scientific extrapolation:

There are two processes which we adopt consciously or
unconsciously when we try to prophesy. We can seek a

period in the past whose conditions resemble as
closely as possible those of our day, and presume
that the sequel to that period will, save for some
minor alterations, be repeated. Secondly, we can
survey the general course of development in our
immediate past, and endeavour to prolong it into
the near future. The first is the method of the
historian; the second that of the scientist. Only
the second is open to us now, and this only in a
partial sphere. By observing all that Science has
achieved in modern times, and the knowledge
and power now in her possession, we can predict
with some assurance the inventions and discover-

ies which will govern our future. We can but guess, peer-
ing through a glass darkly, what reactions these discoveries
and their application will produce upon the habits, the
outlook and the spirit of men." {Thoughts and Adventures,
273).

This remarkable passage deserves wider currency. It
shows that Churchill, for all his immense industry
and well-deserved reputation as a conventional his-

torian, was acutely aware that the modern period—thanks
largely to science—was in crucial respects an unprecedent-
ed break in the continuity of human history and accord-
ingly demanded new modes of historiography, including
the occasional practice of future history: accounts (as best
they can be constructed) of what has not yet happened.13

Here Churchill applies to the task of writing future histo-
ry a scientific (and science fictional) mode of imagination
via extrapolation rather than a conventional historian's
method of looking to the past for archetypes.

What results is portrayal in "Fifty Years Hence" of
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Utopian, the other dystopian. Churchill's Utopia is an
amusing pastoral vision of teeming cities transformed into
uncrowded countrysides whose inhabitants enjoy gardens
and glades, "Wireless telephones and television," vat-
grown chicken breasts, and other "synthetic food."
Because this is, after all, a Churchillian Utopia, readers are
assured that the "the pleasures of the table" will remain
available: "That gloomy Utopia of tabloid meals need
never be invaded. The new foods will from the outset be
practically indistinguishable from the natural products,
and any changes will be so gradual as to escape observa-
tion" {Thoughts and Adventures, 276). But this gardener's
and gourmet's paradise is less persuasively elaborated than
Churchill's Orwellian nightmare, introduced by allusions
to Olaf Stapledon's Last and First Men (1931) and Karel
Capek's Rossum's Universal Robots (1920), of humanity
first falling into spiritually empty materialism and ulti-
mately displaced altogether by a posthuman race of bio-
engineered android slaves serving a power-hungry despo-

.14tism:

"The production of such beings may well be possible
within fifty years.They will not be made, but grown under
glass. There seems little doubt that it will be possible to
carry out in artificial surroundings the entire cycle which
now leads to the birth of a child. Interference with the
mental development of such beings, expert suggestion and
treatment in the earlier years, would produce beings spe-
cialized to thought or toil....A being might be produced
capable of tending a machine but without other ambi-
tions" {Thoughts and Adventures, 277).

To Churchill, unusually alert as he was to the possi-
bilities of real science, even if a little off in his estimate of
when artificial gestation might be fully realized, Capek's
science fiction classic was no mere political parable or fan-
ciful prophecy unrelated to reality, but rather a stimulus to
an even more sobering exercise of future history with an
important moral for the present..

THE key to all futures, Churchill suggests, will be
atomic energy: "Nuclear energy is incomparably
greater than the molecular energy which we use

today...There is no question among scientists that this
gigantic source of energy exists. What is lacking is the
match to set the bonfire alight, or it may be the detonator
to cause the dynamite to explode. The Scientists are look-
ing for this" {Thoughts and Adventures, 274). Given such
prospects, the social outcome—Utopian or dystopian—
will depend on humanity's psychological and moral quali-
ties.

On this issue Churchill is an equal-opportunity
prophet: "The nature of man has remained hitherto prac-
tically unchanged. Under sufficient stress—starvation, ter-
ror, warlike passion, or even cold intellectual frenzy—the
modern man we know so well will do the most terrible
deeds, and his modern woman will back him up"
{Thoughts and Adventures, 279). As in "Shall We All
Commit Suicide?" Churchill urges his readers to consider
the consequences of clinging to old attitudes. He argues
eloquently that human survival depends on setting aside
selfish materialism in favor of developing our capacities
for "Mercy, Pity, Peace and Love" {Thoughts and
Adventures, 279).

That was Churchill's policy. It is neither his fault nor
his preference that he was destined to be famous, not as an
advocate of mercy, pity, peace, and love, but as the Prime
Minister who could only offer blood, toil, tears, and
sweat. In "Fifty Years Hence" his all too well justified fore-
boding culminates in an apocalyptic vision of science mis-
applied by tyrannies for dehumanizing purposes:

In a future which our children may live to see, powers
will be in the hands of men altogether different from any
by which human nature has been moulded. Explosive
forces, energy, materials, machinery will be available upon
a scale which can annihilate whole nations. Despotisms
and tyrannies will be able to prescribe the lives and even
the wishes of their subjects in a manner never known since

10. Winston S. Churchill, "Dunkirk" (Speech in the House of Commons, June 4, 1940), Blood, Sweat, and Tears, p. 293.
11. James W. Muller, '"A Kind of Dignity and Even Nobility': Winston Churchill's 'Thoughts and Adventures,'" The Political Science

Reviewer, 16 (Fall, 1986): 297.
12. Winston S. Churchill, Thoughts and Adventures (1932; reprinted London: Thornton Butterworth, Ltd., Keystone Library ed., 1934), p.

270. Subsequent page citations to this edition will appear parenthetically in my text, identified as Thoughts and Adventures.
13. For the backgrounds of future history as a form of imaginative literature, see Paul K. Alkon, Origins of Futuristic Fiction (Athens:

University of Georgia Press, 1987).
14. Churchill mentions the surprise that Karel Capek's play about robots (in which that term was first used) elicited in London. Olaf

Stapledon's Last and First Men, published in 1931, is not mentioned by name although it is doubtless the work alluded to when
Churchill remarks that he "read a book the other day which traced the history of mankind from the birth of the solar system to its
extinction. There were fifteen or sixteen races of men which in succession rose and fell over periods measured by tens of millions of
years. In the end a race of beings was evolved which had mastered nature. A state was created whose citizens lived as long as they chose,
enjoyed pleasures and sympathies incomparably wider than our own, navigated the inter-planetary spaces, could recall the panorama of
the past and foresee the future. But what was the good of all that to them?....No material progress, even though it takes shapes we
cannot now conceive, or however it may expand the faculties of man, can bring comfort to his soul" {Thoughts and Adventures, 280).
Stapledon's panoramic future history stimulated Churchill's literary as well as moral imagination.
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"If to these tremendous and awful powers is added
the pitiless subhuman wickedness which we now see embodied

in one of the most powerful reigning governments, who shall say that the
world itself will not be wrecked, or indeed that it ought not to be wrecked?

There are nightmares of the future from which a fortunate collision
with some wandering star, reducing the earth to incandescent gas,

might be a merciful deliverance. " -Churchill: Thoughts and Adventures, 1932

time began. If to these tremendous and awful powers is
added the pitiless subhuman wickedness which we now
see embodied in one of the most powerful reigning gov-
ernments, who shall say that the world itself will not be
wrecked, or indeed that it ought not to be wrecked? There
are nightmares of the future from which a fortunate colli-
sion with some wandering star, reducing the earth to
incandescent gas, might be a merciful deliverance
{Thoughts and Adventures, 278).

Here Churchill is sublime. Readers are taken in imag-
ination beyond our planet's problems to its end. This fear-
ful vision is placed within a moral framework that invites
us against all our instincts and vanity to consider that end
as a possible blessing. This variety of what I would call the
science fictional sublime is rare in Churchill's writing but
nevertheless altogether characteristic.

It is no late development. A similar invitation to con-
sider future catastrophes on an astronomical scale
appeared before 1900 in Churchill's novel Savrola, which
he began writing in 1897 and published first in serial
form in Macmillan's Magazine in 1899 before its appear-
ance as a book. In one episode its protagonist, an idealized
self-portrait of the young author, gazes at Jupiter through
a telescope. Then, as that "beautiful...world of boundless
possibilities enthralled his imagination," he thinks of "the
incomprehensible periods of time that would elapse before
the cooling process would render life possible on its sur-
face, of the slow, steady march of evolution, merciless,
inexorable," and arrives at a "mournful conclusion": even
if biological evolution there leads to some kind of extrater-
restrial Utopia, eventually and inexorably "the cooling pro-
cess would continue; the perfect development of life
would end in death; the whole solar system, the whole
universe itself, would one day be cold and lifeless as a
burned-out firework."15 This sublime meditation might
almost be a precis of the far future scenes of a dying planet
in an expiring solar system at the end of H. G. Wells's The
Time Machine (1895).

In Savrola Churchill provides in concise form an ele-
gant variation on one apocalyptic theme of that great sci-

entific romance: the prospect that—thanks to the iron
determinism of thermodynamics—human history, and
thus all individual achievements, will ultimately be ren-
dered meaningless by the oblivion into which they will be
plunged by the final extinction of life everywhere. If that
is to be the case, both works invite their readers to won-
der, what then (sub specie aeternitatis) is the point of
ambition or achievement? Why should a politician—or
for that matter anyone—live strenuously?

Elsewhere too, as I hope the passages of Utopian and
dystopian speculation that I have singled out here suffi-
ciently demonstrate, there are many striking imaginative
affinities linking Winston S. Churchill with science fic-
tion. His quarrels with H. G. Wells have often been
remarked, especially their acrimonious disagreements over
the British Empire, which Wells despised and Churchill
defended, and their discord over what Churchill rightly
saw as Wells's naive approval of the Soviet Union. " Far
less familiar is Churchill's lavish praise of Wells as an
"unquestionably great English writer." This magnanimous
phrase is from Churchill's essay on H. G. Wells in the
Sunday Pictorial of 23 August 1931 where, after castigat-
ing again (and as usual) Wells's political views, Churchill
turns to invite appreciation of "the gifted being to whose
gay and daring fancy and to whose penetrating vision so
many of us owe so much":

I am a great reader of Wells. It must be more than
thirty years ago that I first discovered his Select
Conversations with an Uncle....I responded at once to his
intellectual stimulus and literary dexterity; and when I
came upon The Time Machine, that marvellous philosphi-
cal romance, not unworthy to follow at some distance, but
nevertheless in the train of, Gulliver's Travels, I shouted
with joy. Then I read all his books. I have read them all
over since. I could pass an examination in them. One
whole long shelf in my small library is filled with a com-
plete edition....Here is entertainment and frolic. Here are
shrewd ideas of peace and war. Here are prophecies of the
future, not a few of which we have lived to verify and
endure.1'7
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"I am a great reader of Wells....I responded at once to his intellectual stimulus
and literary dexterity; and when I came upon The Time Machine,

that marvellous philosphical romance... I shouted with joy.
Then I read all his books. I have read them all over since.

I could pass an examination in them. "-Churchill: "H. G. Wells," 1931

C
HURCHILL'S enthusiasm in this panegyric, which
continues for several paragraphs, reveals mental
and stylistic affinities, shared tastes and concerns,

even more than direct personal influences. These are the
tones of someone who has discovered a kindred spirit, but
not the reaction of someone whose life or writing was
greatly changed as a result of the encounter.

A similar though more subdued appreciation of
affinities appears apropos the history of tank development
in The World Crisis, where Churchill discusses the advent
of the tank. He notes that although the idea of an
armored land vehicle had a long history, and could not be
credited to any one individual including
himself, it was nevertheless undeniable
that H. G. Wells, "in an article written
in 1903, had practically exhausted the
possibilities of imagination in this
sphere."18 Clearly Churchill had been
much taken with Wells's story "The
Land Ironclads." This piece, like Wells's
other science fiction, may have in some measure influ-
enced Churchill's writing and thinking, but it is more
likely to have provided a kind of ratification of directions
in which Churchill was being independently led by his
own powerful imagination to envision more clearly than
most of his contemporaries the military and social impli-
cations of science.

The Sunday Pictorial essay also goes on to express
preference for Wells over Jules Verne on grounds that
Wells belongs mentally to the twentieth century even
though he (like Churchill) got started as a writer late in
the Victorian fin de siecle milieu:

Jules Verne delighted the Victorians....He showed
them the possibilities of science applied to the nineteenth
century. Wells took up his work in the twentieth, carried
it much further in a far more complex scene; and Wells
saw the bloody.accomplished fact, illustrating his pages
while their ink was wet."1^

In this matter of Wells versus Verne, as on so many
other more weighty issues, Churchill shows himself at
home if not altogether happy in the post-Victorian world.
His sympathies are for writers, whatever their chronologi-
cal roots, who remain a vital part of the twentieth century.

The subtleties of elite avant-garde mod-
ernists like T. S. Eliot, Henry James, and

) • ôRM£(i»H Jarries Joyce had notoriously little appeal
'- ^ for Churchill. But he was much more

responsive to—and familiar with—those
science fiction masters like H. G. Wells,
Karel Capek, and Olaf Stapledon who,
arguably in a century so dominated by

the applications of science, dealt with themes of more
pressing urgency and greater philosophical moment.

Churchill's ability and willingness to adopt the forms
of science fiction as he did, though in smaller and more
scattered doses, is an insufficiently appreciated sign of his
literary versatility, skill, and power. Not least, Churchill's
imaginative affinity with so many techniques, themes and
writers of science fiction is a significant measure of his
openness to the future, of his capacity to imagine the
social consequences of science, and thus of his remarkable
ability not only to survive in but to shape for the better
the twentieth century. $

15. Winston S. Churchill, Savrola: A Tale of the Revolution in Laurania (1900; reprinted New York: Random House, 1956), pp. 34-35.
16. For an excellent survey of relationships between Wells and Churchill that does not, however, dwell on the Wellsian affinities in Churchill's

own writing, see Manfred Weidhorn, A Harmony of Interests: Explorations in the Mind of Sir Winston Churchill (Rutherford, Madison,
Teaneck, N.J.: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press; London & Toronto: Associated University Presses, 1992), pp. 25-30, 40-44.

17. Winston S. Churchill, "H. G. Wells," in The Collected Essays of Sir Winston Churchill, Centenary Edition, ed. Michael Wolff (London:
Library of Imperial History, n.d. [1975]), Vol. 3, Churchill and People, pp. 52-53. The lasting impression made by The Time Machine
on Churchill's imagination is also attested by a conversational remark recorded in 1947 when he was over seventy years old: "Wells is a
seer. His Time Machine is a wonderful book, in the same class as Gulliver's Travels. It is one of the books I would like to take with me to
Purgatory." (Lord Moran [Charles Wilson], Churchill: Taken from the Diaries ofLordMoran, Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1966, p. 352).
It is pleasant to know that in Churchill's view even the burdens of Purgatory may be lightened by a choice library including at least one
science fiction classic.

18. Winston S. Churchill, The World Crisis, 1915 (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1923), p. 69-70.
19. Churchill, "H. G. Wells," p. 53.
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A C T I O N T H I S D A Y BYJOHNG.PLUMFTON

One hundred years ago:
Spring 1897 • Age 22
"A clever young man..."

May marked the end of
Churchill's almost superhuman effort
to educate himself by reading yards of
classic literature and studying the
Annual Register for all years since his
birth. Now his search for fame and
action was demanding his return
from India. Though Lady Randolph
resisted this on grounds of cost, and
feared he would get a reputation for
not sticking to anything, Churchill
wanted action. The Greeks and Turks
were at war in Crete, where he asked
his mother to get him a corresponden-
cy. On May 8th he sailed on the
Ganges but the war in Crete was over
before he reached Port Said. So
Churchill visited Naples, climbed
Vesuvius, "did" Pompeii and Rome,
and visited his brother in Paris before
returning to England. Aboard ship he
made friends with a Colonel, Ian
Hamilton, who was to affect his life
greatly in later years.

He and his mother worked to
advance his political prospects while
in London as seen in this letter from
the Conservative Central Office to a
local Conservative association: "Will
you allow the late Lord Randolph
Churchill's son, Mr. Winston S.
Churchill, also to speak at your gath-
ering on [July] 26th? He is very keen
about politics and about the Primrose
League and has told us he would like
to address a few political meetings
before rejoining his regiment, the 4th
Hussars, shortly in India. We have no
doubt you would be rather glad to
have him at your meeting; he is a
clever young man and his presence
would no doubt be of some interest to
the Bath Conservatives." The result
was Churchill's maiden political
speech, which will appear in the next
issue of Finest Hour.

Seventy-five years ago:
Spring 1922 • Age 47
"To end the horrors..."

Concerned about IRA attempts to
scuttle the Irish Treaty, Churchill, as
Colonial Secretary, wrote to Michael
Collins that "an explosion would be
disastrous and even a continuance of
the present tension tends to stereotype
the border line and make it into a for-
tified military frontier, which is the
last thing in the world you want."
After the horrifying murder of a
Catholic family in Belfast, Churchill
wrote the leaders of the warring par-
ties that "if men carrying weight and
influence with the opposing factions
were to come together, a way [can] be

found to end the horrors."
He told the House of Commons

that Britain's aim was to help the Irish
people "shake themselves free from
the convulsion and spasm—due, no
doubt, to the tragedies of the past."

By the end of March Churchill
and the Irish leaders had negotiated
an agreement designed to end "the
religious and partisan warfare"
between Protestants and Catholics.
On 31 March the Irish Free State Bill
became law, with Churchill having
earned much of the credit. However,
there was considerable hostility in Ire-
land and republican opposition to the
Provisional Government of the Irish
Free State continued to grow.
Churchill was particularly upset that
an electoral pact might be reached
between Collins, representing the Pro-
visional Government, and de Valera,
representing the republican opposi-
tion. On 20 May Collins and de Valera
signed a Compact, but Collins
informed Churchill that this would
not prevent the establishment of an
Irish State with a British connection.
He argued that accommodation with
the republicans was essential to the
electoral process itself. Consequently,
in the House, Churchill subsequently
supported the Collins-de Valera Com-
pact. Ulster supporters were not con-
vinced. They believed that it guaran-
teed a republican South and contin-
ued civil war in the North.

In mid-June the Irish people gave
the most seats in the Dail Eireann to
pro-Treaty supporters of Michael
Collins and approved the new Consti-
tution. Republican opposition was not
stilled. They controlled many areas of
Ireland and showed their power by
murdering Sir Henry Wilson, Chief of
the Imperial General Staff, on the
steps of his home in London. No one
felt safe, least of all the Colonial Secre-
tary. He was known to be on the IRA
list for assassination. He was guarded
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by armed detectives and an armchair
in his room was reinforced with
metal. He slepi in the attic of his
house behind a metal barrier, with a
gun at his side. He was always pre-
pared to "fight it out" if necessary.
While this must have caused consid-
erable stress, their daughter Mary said
that her mother "never made much of
it, either at the time or afterwards."

Fifty years ago:
Spring 1947 • Age 72
"When I was Chancellor..."

The prewar years were very
much on Churchill's mind as he
worked on his Second World War
memoirs. His thoughts were carried
into the debates of the House of Com-
mons. Speaking on the National Ser-
vice Bill, he chided Labour for bring-
ing in a conscription bill "after two
years of peace, when all our enemies
have surrendered unconditionally.
Why, these were the very politicians
who, four months before the outbreak
of the war, led their followers into the
Lobby against the principle of com-
pulsory military service, and then had
the face to accuse the Conservative
Party of being guilty men." Nonethe-
less, the Churchill-led Conservatives
supported the Bill.

This debate launched a verbal
battle between Churchill and Clement
Attlee. The Labour Prime Minister
retaliated by calling Churchill the
"most disastrous Chancellor of the
century" for putting Britain back on
the gold standard. "He sinned, no
doubt in all ignorance, but much of
our troubles today can be traced back
to that error of ignorance and his sim-
ple trust of others in a field where he
had little knowledge." Churchill
responded that while he was Chancel-
lor "the real wages of our workpeople
steadily and substantially increased."
He accelerated his attacks by asking
why Britain should be "the only

debtor country in the world, while
those she had rescued and those she
had conquered went into the future
without having to drag a terrible
chain of debts behind them." This
attack led to a reduction of the British
war debt.

Churchill's Conservatives also
supported Labour initiatives on the
Indian subcontinent, provided they
led to Dominion status for India and
Pakistan. Attlee had appointed two
Churchill supporters to bring India to
independence: Lord Mountbatten and
Lord Ismay. But Churchill disagreed
with the name "Indian Independence
Bill." Dominion status, he said, "is not
the same as Independence, although it
may freely be used to establish Inde-
pendence. It is not true that a commu-
nity is independent when its Ministers
have in fact taken the Oath of Alle-
giance to the King." This would have
been news to Canadians, Australians,
New Zealanders and South Africans.
In this case, Churchill was not clearly
understanding the evolution of the
Empire into the Commonwealth. His
attention was focused on Europe, its
rebuilding, restructuring and defence.
He continued to support the United
Europe concept and acknowledged
the importance of the support of the
United States, particularly the recent
passage of the Truman Doctrine.

With the assistance of his son-in-
law, Christopher Soames, he contin-
ued the development of farming
activities at Chartwell including the
purchase of an adjacent one hundred
plus acres. His publishing activities
prospered. Most significant was the
selling of serialization rights of his
war memoirs to Life magazine, The
New York Times and the Daily Tele-
graph. The Times expected the work to
be "one of the greatest and most bril-
liantly written historical documents of
all time." It was.

In May Churchill went to Paris to
receive the Medaille Militaire, a
unique honour for a foreign citizen.

Twenty-five years ago:
Spring 1972
"Young Winston" Debuts

Carl Foreman's film, "Young
Winston," directed by Richard Atten-
borough, opened to decidedly mixed
reviews. Time magazine called it "anti-
septic and servile, as empty of conflict
as a biographical entry in the Britanni-
cfl...an enervating epic about a young
man, unpromising at school, whose
parents did not pay him quite enough
attention...the battles in which he
fought [have] all the fury of a grade
school recess. He has better luck with
the actors, perhaps because he is an
actor himself. Simon Ward is credible
in the thorny role of Winston, Robert
Shaw superb as his father. The sec-
ondary characters are all cast and
played faultlessly, with Ian Holm as
editor of The Times and Anthony Hop-
kins as Lloyd George especially
engaging. Anne Bancroft, who ought
to have been perfect as Lady Ran-
dolph, is thwarted largely by a part
that asks her only to be coquettish or
long-suffering. 'Young Winston' suf-
focates her restless dynamism, just as
it does the true power and substance
of Churchill's early life." But London's
Daily Mirror, quoted in Finest Hour
#24, called it "an epic [which] gets
right under the skin of its leading
character, presenting the ego, the
brashness, the warts and all," while
film critic Rona Barrett compared it to
"Lawrence of Arabia."

On April 17th Lady Churchill
wrote the City of Long Beach, Califor-
nia, giving permission to name one of
the restaurants aboard the newly
installed Queen Mary "Sir Winston's."

And in May there appeared this
London press notice: "The latest
memorial to Churchill is the Interna-
tional Churchill Society (UK Branch),
conceived in America in 1968 as a
philatelic exercise but now with
broadened horizons..." M

FINEST HOUR 94/25



A B S E N T F R I E N D S
by Richard M. Langworfcn

"England Hath Need of Thee"

H. Ashley Redhurn, O.B.E., T.D.

"It was such a happy day." Owermoigne, Dorset, 28th
September. L-R: Jaime Snell Mendoza, Ashley Redburn,
Elizabeth Snell, Gert Zoller, Richard Langworth, Margaret
Redburn, Garry Clark, Curt Zoller. Photo by James Snell.

TWO issues ago I wondered sadly whether
Western Civilization needed a war every few
generations to maintain its vigor. Ashley

Redburn was a man who believed it. "England," he
said, "needs to be conquered in war and occupied by a
vengeful enemy before its spirit can be revived.
Germany and France between them have ruined
Europe for two centuries and are now ganging up to
subjugate the continent. Perhaps it doesn't matter.
Somewhere in the universe there must be other beings
who are making a better test of things than the inhabi-
tants of this planet. You and I will never know, but two
generations hence they may."

In his warm tribute to my editorial predecessor fif-
teen years ago, Ashley suggested that Dalton Newfield
was more qualified than anyone to be a joint citizen of
Britain and America. He would resist the comparison,
but Ashley equally deserved that honor. A friend, goes
the saying, is someone who knows all about you but
likes you; he knew all about Americans, and liked them
despite all he knew.

There was never in Ashley Redburn a hint of that
odd combination of envy and scorn displayed toward
Americans by some of his countrymen; and, equally, no
hint of the overbearing way some Americans treat the
English. Mark Twain said of the Anglo-American

Churchill, "Behold, the perfect man." Ashley Redburn
was so aware of the strengths and weaknesses of the
two fraternal nations that representing anything less
than his frank views, which were not optimistic, would
be disrespectful to his memory.

Ashley maintained that nowadays "the bulk of the
best work on the study of Churchill is being done by
American academics." Citing such exceptions as Sir
Martin Gilbert, Paul Addison, David Stafford and a few
others, he believed there is "not much zeal in respect of
Winston in British universities." He wished he could
attend Churchill Conferences ("if I were only 48 instead
of nearly 84"), but reacted to them as if he had been
there. Of the 50th Anniversary "Sinews of Peace" con-
ference in Fulton last year he wrote, "I am glad Lady
Thatcher took the opportunity to emphasize the impor-
tance and prescience of Churchill's Fulton speech—and
she was the one to do it. I cringe when I view today's
top leaders. As I told our local MP recently, the
Conservative Party should reflect on the fact that their
fortunes have been in steady decline since they sacked
her...'England hath need of thee,' as Wordsworth wrote
of Milton. De Gaulle said rightly that politics is much
too important to be entrusted to politicians. They sel-
dom understand human nature and will not admit that
mankind is incapable of natural goodness. The almost
universal exhibition of envy and covetousness, assidu-
ously cultivated by the media, is sickening."

On the controversy over the purchase by Britain of
the Churchill Papers with National Lottery money last
year, Ashley was typically pithy: "I followed with inter-
est the outraged howls in the press...The smell of
money, particularly other people's money, drives most
English people mad, and deprives them of rational dis-
cernment. I am reminded of the comment of Cecil
Rhodes on arriving in London for the Enquiry on the
Jameson Raid. Knowing he would have been lionized
had the Raid succeeded, he found himself execrated
because it had failed. In answer to a reporter's question
he referred to 'the unctuous rectitude of my country-
men.' 'Don't you mean anxious?' 'No,' he replied, T
said unctuous and I mean unctuous..' The comment is
apposite regarding the Churchill Papers affair."

He looked upon America and Britain as a dispas-
sionate observer—perhaps "mourner" would be a bet-
ter word—deploring what he viewed as a relentless
slide toward mediocrity, the ebbing of individual liber-
ty and responsibility, the rise of all-permeating Statism
and a vague, unsatisfying, unequal egalitarianism:
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"Both our countries are becoming third world states;
we in England more rapidly than you because the
Second World War impoverished us, and our poverty
in 1945 was compounded by the reign of socialism.
Imperial Britain is defunct and Imperial America will
follow suit. I have lived the greater part of this century
of decline—will our offspring fare any better?" And
nothing upset him more than the problems of the Royal
Family: "The monarchy will survive in spite of calls for
a republic, particularly from some in the Labour
Party...but it angers me that the family of probably the
best monarch we have had for centuries should have so
diminished the monarchy itself."

Occasionally he suggested panaceas: "I hope the
West will find wisdom and take up the challenge of the
Pacific Rim. There lies our joint future—an economic
bloc of Europe and NAFTA, a super-economic combine:
for NATO read NAEFTO (North American-European
Free Trade Organization). The USA and Britain are dis-
sipating their seed corn of capital in bolstering worth-
less regimes and are in danger of impoverishing their
next generations. Small wonder that many of my gener-
ation feel life has been in vain."

A harsh judge? Indeed, but he was qualified to be
one. Born in Leicestershire in 1912, he took a History
degree from Nottingham University and spent four
years teaching History in South Africa and England. In
1936 he joined the Territorial Army; three years later he
met Winston Churchill, and wrote about it in FH 60. He
landed on Sword Beach in the vanguard of the
Normandy Invasion on D-Day; then, in November
1944, he joined the mopping up forces in Burma.
Mentioned in despatches, he was demobilized in
December 1945 with the rank of Lt. Col, the O.B.E.
(Military) and the Territorial Decoration. In 1949 he
returned to the academy as Director of Education for
Bamsley, South Yorkshire, until his retirement in 1972.
In 1939 he married Margaret, second daughter of Eng.
Rear Admiral Sir Robert Beeman; his wife and the
younger of their two sons survive him.

IFIRST met Ashley around the time of his retire-
ment—when he began seriously to get busy! Dal
Newfield had often mentioned this fascinating

scholar, and the novelty that he then lived in Rutland,
Britain's smallest county. Ten years later when Dal
passed away, Ashley Redburn became a senior editor of
Finest Hour, which is what we call people who become,
to this magazine, simply indispensible.

He wrote the most wonderful book reviews—eru-
dite, polished, witty and wise, studded with priceless
quotes from the classics. But they were increasingly
hard to get because of his workload. Like Churchill, the
idea of retiring appalled him. For ten years at least he

labored on his Bibliography of Works Concerning
Churchill; to his great credit he had "finished the job"
before his death, and his friends are now determined to
see it published. Last year, when I persuaded him to
undertake two more book reviews, he declared he was
acceding to Long Sunset only because of his admiration
for its author; and to Churchill's Grand Alliance only
because he felt sorry for its author: "Such an excitable
young man, still at heart an undergraduate...I shall have
to be very careful to put down my inner prejudices."

HE continually warned of his punishing sched-
ule: "By the end of 1996 I shall have finished
the Bibliography and all Churchill study.

Then I will concentrate on my own reading—literature
chiefly, and the Greek and Roman authors (not in the
original!). Greek civilisation fascinates me: If denied in
this life I hope to become proficient in it in the next. I
often think Churchill would have become a great Greek
scholar in other circumstances." Now that he has got to
Heaven, Ashley will certainly spend a considerable por-
tion of his first million years studying Greek civiliza-
tion, and so get to the bottom of the subject.

I never knew Ashley to have a healthy year, and he
often reminded me he would not be around forever.
Partly in recognition of that, but mainly because he so
deserved it, the ICS/USA Directors voted to present
him a Blenheim Award last year, and I arranged for
him to accept it as last autumn's Churchill Tour was
passing close by his home. The afternoon before the
presentation, because his wife would not be present for
the latter, his friends made a small delegation and visit-
ed them for tea. "It was such a happy day," he said,
having seen the Snells recently, but not the Zollers or
me for five years at least. That evening he gave a most
eloquent acceptance speech—and was typically dismis-
sive about it. It is published on page 30—I think you
will find that it is as I, not he, described it.

IN his last letter, Ashley urged that the Churchill
Center continue what he called its vital work: "Keep
tilting at the rewriters of history: their books have

taught them so little of life. The classroom of Academe
is no substitute for the classroom of Life. I wish I could
join you in the fray."

He gave so much—to his country and to the memo-
ry of her greatest son, and he had more to give. But he
was weary, too, and one cannot believe he minded the
approaching shadows. I am writing these words on
Eleuthera, a long, high island on Bahamas outer banks,
whose name, from the Greek, means "freedom." I think
he would like that, and apply his favorite word, saying,
"How apposite you should write it there."

Farewell, dear friend.
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