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AMID THESE STORMS

PERSONALITY OF THE CENTURY

Aprominent newspaper editor with whom I spoke recently gave me
some intriguing advice about influencing the choice of Personality
(better, don't you think, than the trendy newspeak "Person"?) of the

Century by Time magazine. Notwithstanding the indications (that Time may
subdivide its choices by category, as on its website), he believes that a con-
certed effort by Churchillians could produce the result we wish to see.

His suggestion is twofold. First, we should promote a series of schol-
arly articles for the op-ed pages of major newspapers, particularly the New
York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times and Chicago Tribune, all of which
will increasingly focus on this discussion as we approach the end of the cen-
tury. He believes that The Churchill Center and Societies include many quali-
fied writers who can do this, people we can influence to undertake such
pieces. Part two of his program is to send a distinguished delegation to Time,
armed with these articles: persuasive and articulate people who would be able
to achieve the vital hearing by Time's editors.

This is a well-considered gameplan by which such a PR campaign
could actually be carried out. I do not delude myself that our journal has the
clout to influence Time; but some of its subscribers do, and my editor friend
reminded me that Finest Hour can play a role in priming the pump, with a
series of articles on the same theme.

To that end I invite readers willing to contemplate pieces of 1000-2000
words to consider writing same for FH; and, as well, to suggest distinguished
writers, connected in some way with ICS/CC past events, programs, projects
and publications, to essay similar pieces. My editor friend has offered his pro-
fessional assistance in placing these articles in the key op-ed pages.

To be effective, articles must consider not only Churchill's role in
World War II but the totality of his contribution: the crucial reforms from his
early years with the Liberal Party; his strategic, diplomatic and military roles
in the Great War, and particularly its peace settlements, such as Ireland and
the Middle East; his efforts at summitry during and after World War II; and
his political philosophy as outlined in his speeches and books. Ipso facto,
Churchill's thought is as important as his deeds. No less a scholar than Leo
Strauss termed Marlborough "the greatest historical work written in our cen-
tury, an inexhaustible mine of political wisdom and understanding." Equally,
his faults may be acknowledged, since his virtues eclipse them. Of course, as
George Will has written, the centrality of Churchill's contribution was that at
the most important juncture this century, he recognized tyranny for what it
was and singlemindedly pursued its destruction. The end of Nazism he
achieved; the end of Communism he predicted forty years before it expired.

All these points, and many more that you will undoubtedly think of,
need to be molded into convincing articles that will help fuel this campaign. It
is important that articles are compact. The best editor I ever worked for once
told me, "A bore is someone who tells everything."

Our first nominating article, by newspaper columnist and CC member
Carol Ferguson, appears herein. Adjacent is an even more ambitious "roll-
out" plan by Cyril Mazansky. Finally, Ron Cynewulf Robbins establishes
Churchill's "glinting intellect" as one of his great characteristics. Keep your
articles coming. I will do my best to see them into print.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH, EDITOR
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The Churchill Center Report: Winter
The Churchill Center was founded by the International Churchill Societies to encourage study of the life and thought of Sir

Winston Churchill; to foster research about his speeches, writings'anddeeds; to advance knowledge of his example asa
statesman; and, by programs of teaching and publishing, to impart that learning to men, women and young people around
the world. Programs include courses, symposia, libraries, an annual Churchill. Lecture, visiting professorships,, seminars,

publishing subventions, fellowships, internet website and ICS activities including Finest Hour and other ICS publications.

Our First Twenty-seven Churchill Center Associates
Raise Center's Endowment to $785,000

The Churchill Center is pleased to announce its
first twenty-seven Associates: people (including

every member of The Churchill Center Board of
Governors) and organizations who have pledged
$10,000 or more to our Endowment Fund through
the end of 2000 and, in some
cases, additional gifts.

Our Patron, Lady Soames,
authorized three categories of
Endowment support. Mary
Soames Associates have pledged
$10,000 up to $25,000. _
Clementine Churchill Associates
have pledged $25,000 up to
$50,000. Winston Churchill
Associates have pledged $50,000
or more. In keeping with our
promise, the names of the
Winston and Clementine
Associates appear on Finest
Hour's masthead, and on all
future CC publications.

Those pledging more than
$10,000 may defer any amount
over $10,000 through a bequest
or later gift of cash or property.
For example, Winston Churchill
Associates include some wfu>
have presented $50,000, an^
some who are presenting x*-
$10,000 by the end of 2000 and
$40,000 in later gifts.

We are also grateful to an
additional number of members
who, while not able to make an
Associate commitment at the
present time, have added signifi-
cantly to the Endowment.

It is quite impossible to thank
our Churchill Center Associates enough. You have
brought us to "the End of the Beginning." You will
never be forgotten.

Associates of Record
as of 5 February 1998

Winston Churchill Associates
International Churchill Society, USA

The Churchill Center
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew B. Wills
Mr. & Mrs. Parker H. Lee, III

Mr. Alex M. Worth, Jr.
Mr. Fred Farrow

Mr. Colin D. Clark
Michael & Carol McMenamin

David & Diane Boler

Clementine Churchill Associates
Barbara & Richard Langworth

Mr. James F. Lane
Drs. John H. & Susan H. Mather

Mr. & Mrs. D. Craig Horn
Dr. John B. Thomison

Mary Soames Associates
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Ives.

Jacqueline & Malcolm Witter
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Plumpton

Mr. Gary J. Bonine
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Muller

Frederick C. & Martha S. Hardman
Ambassador & Mrs. Paul H. Robinson, Jr

Mr. & Mrs! Charles D. Platt
Mr. Douglas S. Russell

Elizabeth Churchill Snell
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A: Leahy

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Drake Kambestad
Richard & Jenny Streiff

A BOLD NEW INITIATIVE...
" \ / o u have read herein of the strides being made by
A The Churchill Center in graduate and undergradu-

ate fields: seminars, symposia and books like Churchill
as Peacemaker. We are also working to promote

Churchill Studies among youths
below college age.

The Internet is fast becoming
the world's encyclopedia, espe-
cially among young people
aged 14-18. So our website
(www.winstonchurchill.org) is
adding "The Finest of Finest
Hour"—articles and book
reviews from our first 100
issues, with emphasis on pri-
mary sources. Our site is visit-
ed by thousands weekly and
accessible by 50 million com-
puter users. (For further details
see page 25.) The cost to do this
is remarkably low—and may
lead to something more.

The recent debate in England
over lack of traditional history
in the National Curriculum, as
reported in these pages, led
many significant people and
firms in the UK to suggest
methods by which Britain's
(and Churchill's) positive role
in recent history could be reem-
phasized. So we are now
proposing that a prominent
publisher produce "the Finest
of Finest Hour" in book form,
primarily for schools and
libraries. Both our website and
this book project require corpo-

rate sponsorship. If you can help, please contact John
Plumpton, 130 Collingsbrook Blvd., Agincourt,
Ontario, Canada M1W 1M7 <Savrola@ican.net> M>
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

QUOTES OF THE SEASON
"When one looks at the disadvantages attaching to alliances, one must not for-
get how superior are the advantages." -WSC, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 2iSep43

• "In working with allies it sometimes happens that they develop
opinions of their own." -wsc, THE HINGE OF FATE (1950)

• "There is only one thing worse than fighting with allies, and that is fighting
Without them." -WSC,IRREPRESSIBLE CHURCHILL (1966)

CENTENARY OF THE
MALAKAND HELD FORCE
PESHAWAR, PAKISTAN, SEPTEMBER— W i n -

ston S. Churchill toured the scenes of
his grandfather's famous military ad-
venture on its 100th anniversary, send-
ing us the adjacent photographs and
writing of his experience in the Daily
Telegraph, in an article he promises to
Finest Hour for a future issue. "With an
eight man military escort front and rear
and running a very tight schedule, we
had a most successful journey, includ-
ing a fascinating trip to the Malakand
Pass, Chakdara Fort and Churchill
Picket. At Mardan, now the regimental
headquarters of the Punjaub [sic] Regi-
ment, there is a 142-year-old cotton-
wood tree which would have been
large in my grandfather's day but is
absolutely massive today. The Pakistani
military rolled out the red carpet and
were enormously welcoming."

TWO NEW
COMMEMORATIVE COVERS
PESHAWAR, PAKISTAN, MARCH 14TH— If all

proceeds as
planned, the
Peshawar
Post Office
will cancel
several hun-
dred copies
of our 50th

>trcif>on>]£nt anil politically upiring
WINSTON C H U K C H O L U noc|» «*»

iK.- umltBL fort Clwlulan > lop COwdW H*
Fnmdix north of h h w Tha n p i m r

*z M»di 14.189&
commemo-
rative cover,
marking the

centenary of Winston Churchill's first
book, The Story of the Malakand Field
Force. The resourceful Dave Marcus,
who has been in charge of ICS and
Churchill Center covers since 1970,
arranged the cancellation with Brad
Hansen, United States Consul at Pesha-

Left: Winston Churchill being briefed by Lt.
Col. Ejaz Akhatan at Malakand fort. Above:
"Churchill Picquet," a heliograph station
built in 1895, from which Sir Winston
allegedly sent despatches to his newspapers
in 1897. Below left: The huge cottonwood tree
at Mardan, 42 years old in Sir Winston's day,
now 142. Below: The Swat Valley from
Churchill Picquet—not much has changed in
one hundred years! Photographs by kind
courtesy Winston S. Churchill.

war, the nearest large town to the scene
of the Malakand campaign. Marcus's
laboriously created cachet design is
based on the cover of the Colonial Edi-
tion Malakand Field Force, combined
with a photograph of young Winston
and Chakdara Fort. For safety, the cov-
ers will be conveyed back to Dave by
diplomatic pouch and posted to com-
memorative cover subscribers in outer
envelopes from the USA.

LONDON, DECEMBER 12TH— Using a small

supply of cover 29, which in 1987
marked ten years since the death of
Lady Churchill, Dave Marcus com-
memorated the event on its 20th
anniversary by adding a British defini-
tive stamp and second cancellation.
This new cover "29a" bears a rubber
stamp reading "1977 • TWENTIETH
ANNIVERSARY • 1997." Most copies
were distributed at random to >»
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

THE CHURCHILL CALENDAR
Local event organizers are welcome to send entries for this calendar; owing to our quarterly schedule, however, we need copy at least three months in advance.

1998
2 April: Spring dinner, Washington Society for Churchill. Speaker: "Williamson Murray, "Churchill & Alanbrooke"

26 April: ICS United Kingdom Annual General Meeting, RAF Museum, Hendon
13 May: Book Launches: Churchill and Secret Intelligence and. Churchill as Peacemaker, St. Paul's School, Barnes, London.

14-17 May: Third Churchill Center Symposium, "Winston Churchill's Life of Marlborough," Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire.
16 May (tentative): Launch of A Connoisseur's Guide to the Books of Winston Churchill, Brassey's (UK) Ltd.

15 June: International Churchill Society Thirtieth Anniversary (founded at Camp Hill, Pennsylvania, 1968)
6-10 July (tentative): Churchill Panel, Institute of Contemporary Historians Meeting, London.

2 September: Battle of Omdurman Centenary Dinner, Boston, Massachusetts
3 September (tentative): Churchill Center Panel, American Political Science Convention, Boston, Massachusetts

25-26 September: Churchill Center Board of Governors Annual General Meeting, Washington, D.C.
5-8 November: Fifteenth International Churchill Conference, Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia.

30 November: Sir Winston Churchill's 124th Birthday
1999

Summer: Sixteenth International Churchill Conference August: Ninth Churchill Tour, "Churchill's South Africa"
2000

14-17 September: Seventeenth International Churchill Conference, Anchorage, Alaska
2001

14 February: Centenary of Churchill's Entry into Parliament Autumn: Eighteenth International Churchill Conference
2003

Twentieth International Churchill Conference and 50th Anniversary of the Bermuda Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda

Covers, continued...

present-day cover subscribers who
were members of record in 1987; a few
remaining copies are reserved for oth-
ers in this category on a first-come
basis.

Commemorative covers are free,
but you have to ask to be placed on the
list. To do so, send a label from a recent
Finest Hour or other ICS/CC mailing or
proof of membership to David Marcus,
3048 Van Buskirk Circle, Las Vegas NV
89121-5107 USA. You may also order a
copy of the "Malakand" cover by send-
ing Dave US$3 (payable to The
Churchill Center) C$4 (payable to ICS
Canada) or £2 (payable to ICS/UK).

CHURCHILL ART AT SOTHEBY'S
LONDON, JANUARY 17TH— Well over 5000
people attended a twelve-day exhibi-
tion at Sotheby's of over 100 Churchill
paintings, and those of artists he ad-
mired (FH96, p7), which closed today.
The exhibit marked the 50th anniver-
sary of publication of his book Painting
as a Pastime, and of Winston Churchill's
election by the Royal Academy as Hon-
orary Academician Extraordinary.

On opening day, January 5th, 140
members and guests of ICS/UK heard
Lady Soames introduce the exhibit with

some remarks about her father's hobby.
Even she had not yet seen some of the
exhibits, many on loan from private col-
lections. She introduced David
Coombs, curator of the show and com-
piler of the definitive catalogue of
Churchill's paintings, who gave a fasci-
nating and informative survey of what
was on display.

Rafal Heydel-Mankoo of ICS/
Canada reports: "The exhibition was
truly wonderful. Never have so many
of Sir Winston's works been gathered in
one place. I have seen most of his paint-
ings in books but nothing can match the
real items. I derived most pleasure from
the portrait of Clementine which graced
the cover of Finest Hour 83, the painting
of the tapestry at Blenheim which
shows the First Duke of Marlborough,
at the Battle of Blenheim; and the series
of Chartwell paintings. I also enjoyed
the various Churchill-related items on
display. Most wonderful was the hat he
usually wore to paint, along with his
easel and chair. Bibliophiles would
have loved the things in Sotheby's dis-
play cases. They included, amongst
other things, items Sir Winston had
given to the Duke of Windsor, and the
Churchill funeral program of 1965."

David Coombs said the exhibit
showed "how surprisingly good the

paintings are," while the chairman of
Sotheby's said Churchill might have
become a top artist if he had not been
interrupted so often by politics.

In the spirit of the age, there were
scoffers on hand to proclaim that in
painting, as in other spheres,. Churchill
was sadly lacking. Brian Sewell of the
Evening Standard called his work "thera-
peutic outpourings of frustration and
boredom," while John McEwen of The
Sunday Telegraph commented, "The
more one looks, the worse his pictures
become, whereas the reverse is true of a
genuine work of art." Perhaps the
soundest view of Churchill as artist was
that of Sir Hugh Casson, president of
the Royal Academy of Art, in a 1982
catalogue produced by Wylma Wayne:
"An amateur of considerable natural
ability who, had he had the time, could
have held his own with most profes-
sionals—especially as a colourist."

TURKISH TAFFY
On the Ataturk ballot stuffing of

Time's Top 100 poll on the Internet (last
issue, page 7) Time magazine has finally
reacted. Their statement (24 November
issue, page 4) is a real piece of PC gob-
bletalk. They must be employing laid-
off political speechwriters:

CONTINUED OVERLEAF >»
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

ATATURK...
"A maelstrom of electronic votes,

augmented by hundreds of thousands
of postcards, letters and faxes, urged us
to name [Ataturk] as Time's Person of
the Century. As of last week, Ataturk's
tally was closing in on 1.7 million, out
of a total of 5 million votes cast. And
before we consolidated his votes into
the two most appropriate slots (States-
men and Heroes), he was leading the
field in all five categories.

"Whether it is true, as a flurry of
news accounts have suggested, that
Ataturk's astonishing support is the
result of a national campaign backed by
the government in Ankara, we cannot
say. But whoever is behind this should
know that while our final selection will
not be bound by these poll results, we
are keenly aware of Ataturk's role in
Turkish history. We will consider him
carefully. Certainly no one at Time
objects to the passionate display of sup-
port for Ataturk. In fact, we wonder
why Britons aren't doing more to help
Winston Churchill, who trails Ataturk
by more than half a million votes. And
how about Mao, China?"

How about Stalin, Russians? Hitler,
Germans? To imagine that the present
government in Ankara, which is trying
to walk a thin line between Moslem fun-
damentalists and the secular Turkey
established by Ataturk, could be behind
the ballot stuffing makes us wonder
who's kidding whom. Icing on the cake:
Time's article mentions that "for awhile,
Madonna led F.D.R. for Warriors &
Statesmen. That's the Internet for you."
Who was it who said, "Wherever you
have free speech, you always have a cer-
tain amount of foolish speech"?

TRIBUTE TO ATATURK
Professor Paul Addison, University

of Edinburgh, reacted to the news
above by offering a quote about Kemal
Ataturk, written in 1939:

"During the Great War Con-
stantinople was saved mainly by the
military conduct and energy of that
ever-famous Turkish warrior,
Mustapha Kemal. He it was who in the
dark hours of defeat when all seemed
hopeless rescued his native land from
subjugation and partition. He it was

Nigel (right) with the editor after that
frosty New England sail last October.

Notable Churchillians: Nigel Knocker

C ol. Nigel Knocker, OBE became chair-
man oflCS United Kingdom in }uly of

last year. He has spent thirty-four years in
the British Army, serving all over the world
in the Royal Sussex Regiment and later the
Queen's Regiment. After service in the
Army, Nigel spent eleven years in Local
Government in Emergency Planning. He
established and became the first chairman of
the UK Emergency Planning Society, which
became much involved with the European
Community. He is presently Chairman of the
Sultan of Oman's Armed Forces Association,
and works as a fund raising volunteer with

the Tank Museum at Bovington. "My wife thinks I am mad, as I am supposed to be
retired, but it's all good fun despite the occasional 'strains of'office!,.'" he says.

The Tank Museum at Bovington is a unique collection of Armoured Fighting
Vehicles amongst which is one of the few remaining German Tiger tanks left in the
world. Nigel has been preparing a bid to the National Lottery to restore the tank to
full working order, and is now awaiting the outcome of the bid. If successful the tank
will be restored to full operational capability again together with its awsome 88mm
gun, which was so feared by Allied troops during the Second World War. As a mat-
ter of interest, there is a photograph of Winston Churchill inspecting the tank in
North Africa shortly after it had been captured by the British Eighth Army.

Many members of The Churchill Center and Societies had the pleasure of meet-
ing Nigel Knocker at the International Conference in Toronto last October, and the
Annual General Meeting of The Churchill Center's Board of Governors in Washing-
ton last November. He was sent to the latter event as representative oflCS United
Kingdom, and his advice and counsel in planning UK and international aspects of
Churchill Center programmes has been indispensable.

Nigel is a keen boat enthusiast. The boat is based in Pembrokeshire, Wales,
where he and his wife have a cottage and escape to whenever ICS permits them!
Thus acclimatised, Nigel was a game crew member on Grania, the Langworths' sail-
boat, on her last voyage of 1997: an extremely frigid experience on October 21st. We
feel very fortunate and honoured to be working with an accomplished professional
and look forward to participating in many of his and his Committee's plans for ICS
in the UK and Europe. -RML

who, with long persistent statesman-
ship, rebuilt the strength of the Turkish
homeland, and by a series of astonish-
ing and revolutionary reforms modern-
ized the institutions and, to a large
extent, the civilisation, of the Turkish
race....The relations of Turkey and
Greece, like those between Turkey and
Russia, have now become thoroughly
harmonious. The historic feuds, with
their frightful injuries given and

received, which for centuries have
afflicted these peoples, are now laid to
rest. This achievement, in which the
leaders of Greece and Russia have
borne their part, must mainly be
ascribed to the far-seeing steady wis-
dom of the great Ataturk, true Father of
his country in peace and war."

Dr. Addison writes: "Readers will
easily identify the author of this quote! I
think the quote is worth reflect- >»
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

ATATURK...
ing on in case the farce over the Time
poll should lead anyone to underesti-
mate Ataturk. Man of the century he
was not, but Churchill could describe
him as a 'Man of Destiny' in The World
Crisis. Since he had played a large part
in defeating Churchill first at Gallipoli,
and then at Chanak, Churchill was
writing with hard-won but chivalrous
appreciation of a former enemy."

THE THINGS THEY SAY:
PART #1,793

"Professor John Charmley, self-pro-
claimed "Thatcherite historian" who
believes Churchill's bellicosity against
Hitler destroyed the British Empire,
warns that "we are in a biographic
glut" of Winston Churchill, railing
against the Churchill family for "contin-
uing to profit" from Sir Winston's
screed. In a thinly veiled reference to
certain recent and upcoming books, he
claimed that family members are now
republishing stuff already in the com-
panion volumes of the official biogra-
phy. (His own books don't do this, of
course...) Following the 1995 purchase
of Churchill archives by the British
nation, Charmley attacked what
amounts to Sir Winston's right to pro-
vide for his heirs, a privilege you'd
think Thatcherites would support. It
seems odd that an author who profited
so handsomely from his two Churchill
books, articles, and reviews of other
Churchill books, should object to others
cashing in on the free market he claims
to uphold. "J.C." is an engaging and
brilliant gadfly, but he would be more
convincing if he demonstrated the char-
ity he presumably possesses! himself,
since he condemns so vociferously the
lack of it in others, -fames Mack ""v

HASTINGS LETTERS REVEAL
"SUICIDAL DESPAIR"

This article by Stephen McGinty has
been edited [brackets] to correct the errors

LONDON, JULY 17TH— Winston Churchill
was so racked by despair during the
First World War that he contemplated
defeat and death, according to letters
sold recently at auction. Written in
1914-15 to his younger brother Jack, the

letters depict a man beset by gloom at
his role in the war and at the slaughter
of thousands of troops. He was fearful
of a German victory and harried by
doubts about the campaign he devised
in the Dardanelles, in which 36,000
Commonwealth troops, mainly from
Australia and New Zealand [no, mainly
from Britain], died. The deeply personal
nature of the letters has prompted Dr
Peter Beal, manuscript specialist at
Sotheby's, to describe the sale as "the
most important series of letters by
Churchill ever to appear at auction."

Writing during the first few weeks
of August 1914, Churchill declared that
if Germany were to win the war, "I do
not want to live any more." By October
he was even more pessimistic, writing
that the war would "devour us all and
for my part I am willing when the time
comes to pay the price." As First Lord
of the Admiralty, Churchill devised [no,
championed] the daring strategy to
drive the Turkish forces out of the war
and open a southern front against the
Germans by an attack on the Dard-
anelles. Churchill [no, Kitchener] pro-
posed that British, Australian and New
Zealand troops land on the Gallipoli
peninsula, rapidly defeat the Turks and
push on through eastern Europe,
attacking the German army from
behind. It was to prove a disaster. In
June 1915, after the Dardanelles cam-
paign had begun, Churchill wrote in a
nine-page letter to his brother: "The
war is terrible. The carnage grows
apace, and the certainty that no result
will be reached this year fills my mind
with melancholy thoughts."

The Dardanelles campaign was
crippled by bad coordination, poor
planning and a lack of surprise because
of preliminary bombardments. The cab-
inet wrangled over Churchill's ideas. In
August, he wrote of a "disagreeable
tussle" with Lord Kitchener, the secre-
tary of war, over the transportation of
shells through France and Italy.

While the politicians argued, the
troops were bogged down in trenches
under the machine guns of the Turks. It
was a horror of which Churchill was
painfully aware, writing: "The losses
will no doubt be cruel." He attempted
to remain optimistic, saying the deaths

ERRATUM, FH 96
Paul Courtenay of Andover,

Hants., England writes: "Your answer
on Churchill's uniforms (page 13),
while correct as far as it goes, is in-
complete. The Army uniform which
he wore most frequently was that of
Colonel of his earliest regiment, the
4th Queen's Own Hussars." Thanks.

BACK NUMBERS WANTED
Original copies of Finest Hour

numbers 3,5,14; 17,23,24 and 28 are
wanted to complete a collection. Can
anyone help? Please contact Arthur
Braver, 10837 West Clairmont Circle,
Tamarac FL33321-7890 USA, tele-
p h o n e ' ^ ) 720-4464.

were better in the Dardanelles, "where
victory will be fruitful," than in the
killing fields of France, where there was
stalemate. But he seems also to betray
his doubts by writing to his brother:
"Do not despair whatever happens."

Andrew Roberts, the historian and
author of Eminent Churchillians, said:
"Churchill never got lower than during
the collapse of the Dardanelles and he
was never closer to any other member
of his family than to Jack. Churchill was
pouring his heart out in these letters."

The death toll and failure of the
campaign led the Cabinet to dismiss
Churchill from his post, and he was
made Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan-
caster. He later wrote, "My position at
home since I left the Admiralty has
been one of much responsibility with-
out control and I have watched all these
heavy months' folly, sloth and indeci-
sion ruining large conceptions. I have
made up my mind not to return to any
Govmt [sic] during the war...."

For the previous eighteen months
Churchill had envied his brother on
active service and felt guilty over his
own passive contribution, far removed
from the fighting. "I feel so acutely the
ignoble position of one who merely
cheers from the back the gallantest
efforts of the rovers," he wrote. In
December 1915 Churchill rejoined the
army as a lieutenant colonel in the
Royal Scots Fusiliers. He later rejoined
government as minister of munitions in

CONTINUED OVERLEAF >»
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HASTINGS LETTERS...
Lloyd George's cabinet in 1917.

Despite the pain of failure, at bot-
tom his confidence in his strategy of the
Dardanelles was to prove unshakable.
He also wrote: "History will vindicate
the conception, and the errors in execu-
tion will on the whole leave me clear.
My one fatal mistake was trying to
achieve a great enterprise without hav-
ing the plenary authority which could
so easily have carried it to success." An
inquest held in 1916 exonerated him of

INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

blame for the debacle.
The seventeen letters were sold

individually. They cover numerous top-
ics, including Churchill's foreseeing
America's entry into the First World
War. In February 1915, ten weeks
before the sinking of the ocean liner
Lusitania with the loss of 1,200 lives,
which eventually led to the USA's entry
into the war, Churchill wrote of the
Americans: "I have a feeling that an
incident might turn them powerfully
our way."

Local and National Events

DALLAS, TEXAS
NOVEMBER 30TH— About 100 members
and friends gathered at Le Meridian
hotel tonight to celebrate Winston
Churchill's 123rd birthday and wel-
come Wendy Reves, his hostess in the
South of France after his retirement as
Prime Minister. Simultaneously we cel-
ebrated publication of Winston Churchill
and Emery Reves: Correspondence 1937-
1964, the marvelous compilation of let-
ters between Churchill and his literary
collaborator, Wendy's late husband (see
review last issue). Books were supplied
by Richard Hazlett of the History Mer-
chant bookshop, who kindly offered a
huge discount, and over forty copies,
each inscribed by Wendy, quickly dis-
appeared. Introduced by Nathan
Hughes and Richard Langworth, who

L-R: Richard Langworth, Wendy Reves, Nathan
Hughes and members of the Support Group: Pat
Marshall, Ann Hazlett, Dot and Asa Nezvsom. Our
special thanks to program coordinator Charlotte
Karam, Wendy's secretary Alma Villarreal, and
Wendy's Dallas friends Betty and ]oe Mullens.

had flown in from New Hampshire to
be present, Mrs. Reves entertained the
assembly with recollections of the Great
Man at La Pausa, the Reves's villa in
the South of France. It was a marvelous
evening of fun and remembrance,
made more special by the timely arrival
of the new Churchill-Reves book.

FEBRUARY 18TH— As we go to press, Dr.
Hopkins of the History Department,
Southern Methodist University, was
scheduled to address a joint meeting of
the Dallas ICS/CC members and the
Colophone (Friends of the SMU

Library) at the University tonight at
7:30PM. The topic: "Winston Churchill
and the Battle of Britain."

Dallas Churchillians meet regular-
ly. For details contact Nathan Hughes,
1117 Shadyglen Circle, Richardson TX
750810-3720, telephone (214) 235-3208),
e-mail <Nathan_Hughes@acd.org>.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

JANUARY 17TH— Retroactively, owing to
a conflict, but stalwart as always, thir-
ty-three Chicago area Churchillians
gathered to mark Sir Winston's 123rd
birthday in the Grand Ballroom of the
Holiday Inn. Churchill once wrote
from Hoe Farm that he had everything
he needed: "cold Champagne, hot
baths, new peas and old brandy."
Nobody took any baths, but the other
requisites were on hand and the sun
shone brightly, if not hotly, on the pro-
ceedings.

Douglas Russell drove up from
Iowa City to give a marvelous presenta-
tion on what The Churchill Center con-
cept is and how we are all a part of it,
and the future: a presentation worthy of
the trial orator that Mr. Russell is.

Cdr. Joseph Triani, USN, gave us
an update on the USS Churchill, the
guided missile destroyer to be launched
at Bath Ironworks, Maine in the year
2000. He suggests that the Churchill
Center and Societies help stock the
ship's library (what a good idea!) and
attend the ship's launch. Our man in
Bath is keeping us advised; see
"Ampersand," p47. We will certainly
let everyone know well in advance
about the launch ceremonies.

As is customary, the Loyal Toast
followed a delicious lunch and the cut-
ting of the official Churchill cake (dou-
ble chocolate with raspberry filling).
Attendance was the highest to date.
Plans are being developed for an out-
door escapade this summer to the
McCormick Estate, home of the pub-
lisher with whom Churchill carried on
a love-hate relationship at the height of
his journalistic activity. -JJ

To assist or learn about future Chicago
activities please contact Joe or Judith Just,
16 West 251 South Frontage Road #25,
Burr Ridge IL 60521, telephone (630) 654r
3500, fax 654-3520. >»
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HALIFAX, N.S.

Elizabeth Snell, author of The Churchills:
Pioneers and Politicians, spoke about her book
at the 211th Anniversary Dinner of the Royal
Saint George Society of Halifax (oldest in the
Commonwealth) last year. L-R: Elsie Churchill
Tolson of the Nova Scotia Churchill shipping
family; Hon. James ]. Kinley, Lt. Gov. of Nova
Scotia and Patron of the Society, and Elizabeth.

VANCOUVER, B.C.
JUNE 1ST— Since 1993 the Sir Winston
S. Churchill Society of B.C. has held
annual essay contests for students of
history, international relations or
political science. Stan Winfield of the
Society has sent us a copy of the 1996
winning essay, The Diary of Felix
Bartmann, a fictional diary based on
research and interviews with her
mother, who was a Kindertransport
child, evacuated to England from
Vienna in 1938. We will gladly send a
copy to any reader who asks.

NOW PLAYING
LONDON— Staff of the Cabinet War
Rooms, the underground headquar-
ters intended to be what Lady Soames

calls "the last redoubt" should the
Germans have succeeded in invading
Britain, have collaborated with the
Churchill Archives Centre to produce
a permanent display entitled
"Churchill: The War Years," which
opened 29 January and is ongoing.

The display uses colour facsimi-
les of Churchill's correspondence,
telegrams and speech notes, includ-
ing Churchill's own drafts for several
of his famous speeches and broad-
casts; Roosevelt's handwritten letter
of June 1941 in which he quotes Long-
fellow's "Sail On O Ship of State";
George VI's request that Winston
Churchill stay at his desk on D-Day;
and Stalin's VE-Day message to
Churchill. There are also three cases
of original documents. These will
change every six months to highlight
different themes. From January to
July they focus on the often difficult
but ultimately successful relationship
between Churchill and his generals.
Original correspondence with Wavell,
Auchinleck, Alexander, Montgomery,
Brooke and Mountbatten helps to
bring to life the personalities of the
period.

The Cabinet War Rooms (nearest
tube St James's Park) are open from
10AM daily except 24-26 December; the
last admission is at 5.15 pm.

-Allen Packwood
Churchill Archives Centre

Coming Events
LONDON

APRIL 26TH— A reminder (see^ast issue
page 11) of the ICS United kingdom
Annual General Meeting at RAF
Hendon (North London) today, com-
mencing at 10:30-11 AM. A fee of £10
will entitle members to coffee and
biscuits and a tour of the enormous
aircraft collection, followed by the
AGM in the Lecture Theatre between
11 and noon. Lunch (not included in
fee) will be at the Wings Restaurant;
at 1:30 PM there will be a conducted
tour round the museum, emphasising
Churchill and the Battle of Britain.

MAY 13TH— A joint US/UK book sign-
ing event has been arranged in
London today starting at 5:30 PM.
The venue is St. Paul's School, Lons-
dale Road, Barnes, London SW13 in
the Montgomery Room. The school
can be reached easily by under-
ground from central London. (Field
Marshal Montgomery was an Old
Boy at St. Paul's, where much of the
D-Day planning took place, although
the school itself was then in a differ-
ent location one mile away.)

Two recently published books
will be on sale and their author and
editor will sign copies: Churchill and

Secret Service, by David Stafford (£25)
and Churchill as Peacemaker, edited by
James W. Muller (£35). The Society's
Patron, Lady Soames, will also be
present. (Please note that credit cards
cannot be accepted.)

Lonsdale Road is just South of
Hammersmith Bridge. Anyone arriv-
ing by road should note that the
bridge is now for pedestrians only, so
another route must be found. Those
using public transport should take
the Underground to Hammersmith
and walk across the bridge (ten min-
utes). To help assess the numbers
expected, members wishing to be pre-
sent are asked to send £5 or $8 (pay-
able to ICS) to arrive by 24th April to
ICS/UK, PO Box 1257, Melksham,
Wiltshire SN12 6GQ.

WASHINGTON, D.C.
APRIL 2ND— Williamson Murray, a
renowned scholar of World War II
military history, speaks on "Churchill
and Alanbrooke" tonight at the Old
Ebbitt Grille near the Treasury Build-
ing, the spring meeting of the Wash-
ington Society for Churchill. Time is
6:30PM for dinner at 7:15. Area mem-
bers will receive mail invitations.
Others interested may contact Ron
Helgemo, 12009 Taliesin Court, Apt
13, Rpston VA 20190.

BOSTON, MASS.
SEPTEMBER 2ND— The Churchill Center
marks the Centenary of the Battle of
Omdurman with a dinner this
evening at the Athenaeum Club, 100
years since Churchill's charge with
the 21st Lancers. A scholarly panel,
"Winston Churchill at War on the
Nile," chaired by Michael Barone of
the Reader's Digest, is also scheduled
for this week, possibly the 3rd, at the
conference of the American Political
Science Association. Papers will be
presented by Drs. David Jablonsky,
Michael Platt and James W. Muller.
Another APSA panel will discuss
Marlborough. New England members
will be mailed ticket information;
anyone else wishing details may con-
tact the editor, FH. $
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Ican still recall the awful feeling in the
pit of my stomach when the journalism
professor handed out assignments.
Each of us in his class was to write a

celebrity profile, the kind that would be
kept on file in a newspaper "morgue" for
use later when the person died. As he read
the list aloud, I realized the other students
were being given names of nationally
known politicians, leaders of industry or
entertainment stars. All were relatively big
names but, nonetheless, people you could
easily research and write about within the
allotted two hours. Then came my assignment:
Winston Spencer Churchill.

In two hours? "Oh Lord, take me now," I
thought.

Bear in mind I was only 19 years old and way
over my head on this subject. Churchill had not yet
become Prime Minister for the second time, but the
prospect of trying to encompass his life so far—and
to get it right—terrified me. I think I spent the first
ten minutes sitting at my desk in shock before final-
ly gathering up my courage and heading for the
library. My finished piece was neither a thing of
beauty nor a joy forever. It received a passing
grade...just.

Later, when Churchill was named Time maga-
zine's "Man of the Half Century," I remember read-
ing the extensive cover story and thinking "Where
was this when I needed it?"

Churchill and Time have been on my mind this
weekend. January 24th was the thirty-third anniver-
sary of Sir Winston's death, and speculation is ram-
pant about who will be the magazine's "Person of
the Century." (Note the use of the word "person" in
our politically sensitive era, although on five occa-
sions in the past Time has chosen women for the
honor commonly referred to as "Man of the Year.")

Just for fun Time asked its readers to nominate
100 "People of the Century" as well as an overall
"Person of the Century." Entries have been pouring
in for several months suggesting 20th century fig-
ures for these categories: Warriors and Statesmen,
Builders and Titans, Heroes and Adventurers,
Scientists and Heroes, Entertainers and Artists.

The early answer was—brace, yourselves—
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, who is credited with the
establishment of Turkey as a republic. In the
Warriors and Statesmen group, he has edged out

Mrs. Ferguson is a feature writer for the Greenville (Texas)
Herald Banner, where her article first appeared on January 25th.

© KARSH, OTTAWA

Churchill. He is beating Henry Ford in
Builders and Titans, leads Albert Einstein
in Scientists and Bob Dylan in
Entertainment. Well, he certainly enter-
tained the British at Chanak...

If you smell a rat, you're correct.
Apparently Turkish journalists began urg-
ing readers to nominate Ataturk, and Time
has been deluged with letters, faxes and e-
mail. According to the Wall Street Journal,
tempers became heated when the Federa-
tion of Turkish American Associations
alleged that Armenians and Greeks in

response were whipping up support for Churchill.
Fortunately the final selections will not be the

result of a popularity contest, say Time staffers. The
"Person of the Century" as well as the other catego-
ry winners, will be named by an "internal decision."

I should hope so, and I cannot imagine any
choice other than Winston Churchill. In the years
since I sat stupefied at my desk trying to evaluate
his life, Churchill has become my personal hero. I
love him for his courage, his wit and his eloquence.

There is no doubt he saved the free world by his
early recognition of Hitler as "a bloodthirsty gutter-
snipe." While others were content to appease or
ignore, Churchill carried on a determined wake-up
campaign to alert the world. Some called him a rab-
ble-rouser, but he persisted.

Time summed up his foresight in its "Man of the
Half Century" article: "As the 20th Century plunged
on, long-familiar bearings were lost in the mists of
change. Some of the age's great leaders called for
more and more speed ahead; some tried to reverse
the course. Winston Churchill had a different func-
tion: his chief contribution was to warn of the rocks
ahead, and to lead the rescue parties. He was not the
man who designed the ship; what he did was launch
the lifeboats. That a free world survived...with a
hope of more progress and less calamity, was due in
large measure to his exertions."

Now that is a legacy for this or any century.
If Churchill had been selected "Personality of

the Century" in his lifetime, I wonder what his reac-
tion would have been. Perhaps this quote from his
acceptance speech on winning the 1953 Nobel Prize
for literature gives a clue:

"I am proud, but I am also awestruck at your
decision to include me. I do hope you are right. I feel
we are both running a considerable risk and that I
do not deserve it. But I shall have no misgivings if
you have none."

I have none whatsoever. $
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For those of us who have lived
through a major portion of the 20th
century, its fast approaching end

should be a cause for reflection. These
hundred years have seen the extremes of
human existence, mostly paired as oppo-
sites. The greatest scientific advances and
material comfort have been combined with
frighteningly destructive pollution of our
earth. The ability to communicate at light-
ning speed has been matched by the
breakdown of family and personal bonds.

Tremendous economic advances have
left vast populations uncertain as to when or where
their next meal will be. The greatest health and med-
ical progress has led to dramatic increases in lifes-
pan and the overall well being of society, simultane-
ously with the development of weapons with which
we can easily annihilate the entire human race at the
push of a button. In a century when the world popu-
lation grew faster and larger than ever before, a dia-
bolically evil and maniacal group of fanatics tried to
annihilate, among other ethnic and religious groups,
one of the oldest and most cultured races, whose
greatest gift to mankind was monotheism and the
Ten Commandments.

Yet, despite the problems of the 20th century,
few if any of us would change places with our coun-
terparts of centuries past. That our world, on bal-
ance, is a far better place for more people is owed in
no small measure to an extraordinary human being
who admonished us when our prospects were black-
est: "Never Despair."

Our work is far from complete. Our most
earnest desire is to pass to our descendants an ever-
improving world. We do not despair, so we stress
the positive aspects and aije not pessimistically over-
come by the problems. Yetiwe also know that history
is our best teacher. As we stand on the brink of a
new century, we reflect on the passage of this one,
and try to benefit from its experience in order to
help fulfill our goals for the future.

One of the most effective ways we can put into
practice these impulses, this desire to benefit from
experience, is to impress upon mankind's collective
memory the example of someone who had similar
aspirations, faced similar challenges, and produced
accomplishments which left the world a far better
place. We members of The Churchill Center and

Dr. Mazansky has served as a Director of ICS/USA, Governor of
The Churchill Center and organizer of New England events. His
articles have appeared in FH70, 74, 75, 87, 91 and 93.
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Societies know that such a person existed.
We can certainly name him loudly and
clearly. It is our responsibility to pass this
on to the future generations. It is perhaps
our single most important mission. I can
think of no more effective way to accom-
plish this task than to get our national
communities to recognize Winston
Spencer Churchill as Personality of the
Century.

f as an organization we wish to accom-
plish this goal, there are a number of
steps to be undertaken and the start

must be made now. The work to be done is long,
arduous and multifaceted. Because of the shortness
of time, I confine myself chiefly to American recogni-
tion such as that of Time magazine (see page 4); but
there is no reason why these tactics cannot be adopt-
ed by fraternal organizations outside the USA. Our
combined efforts can reach their crescendo as the
clock ticks out the end of this century. Some pedants
say the official end is on 31 December 2000; but in
view of how the media will handle it, recognition
must be in place by the final moments of 1999.

The ideas and thoughts of our members must be
solicited over the next nine months. A committee
must be formed, most appropriately under the lead-
ership of our editor and academic chairman, clearly
to articulate our ideas. The publication of articles, as
outlined on page 4, is certainly important, but much
more needs to be done. A White Paper should be
written to state Churchill's case, to promote our
idea, and to convince national leaders to accept the
concept and participate in it. Through our member-
ship we already have a potent base of influence to
initiate the process.

Outside organizations and influential persons
must be solicited at an early phase to support the
concept and provide their support to advance the
idea if we are to be successful. However, I believe it
must be done under Churchill Center leadership,
because nowhere else is there a greater concentra-
tion of lay and academic forces devoted to an under-
standing and appreciation of Winston Churchill's
life and thought.

The White Paper should include, but need not
be limited to: 1) description of the concept; 2) criteria
for a titular award; 3) a list of Churchill's humanitar-
ian, political, literary, artistic, journalistic, moral
qualifications for the award, backed by supportive
evidence; 4) a list of other contenders, with respect-
ful arguments why each of them does not fulfill the
criteria; 5) benefits of implementing the concept; »
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Mazansky, continued
6) programs that the Churchill Center and others
might institute to give meaning to this award.

Regarding the last item, programs to celebrate
the recognition of the award may be educational,
cultural, political and ceremonial; they may also
involve travel. Programs can occur through univer-
sity seminars, school projects, conferences, library
exhibits and tours. With this weight of recognition,
Time magazine would have Churchill on its cover as
Personality of the Century in December 1999.

Ten steps occur to me by which we should pro-
gress toward this goal: 1) obtain Churchill fam-
ily permission; 2) solicit our memberships for

ideas to support our goal; 3) establish a committee
to review suggestions and promote the plan; 4)
involve other Churchill organizations; 5) obtain the
active and passive support of influential members
and honorary members; 6) approach national leader-
ship for support; 7) develop specific programs; 8)

implement these programs starting January 1999; 9)
send our delegation to Time magazine (see page 4);
and 10) conclude the program with appropriate
memorial ceremonies.

The benefits to The Churchill Center and
Societies that would come with this accomplishment
seem manifest. We would gain far wider recogni-
tion. Our membership would grow dramatically.
Our financial base would be enhanced. Our success
in the 21st century would be guaranteed. New and
younger leaders would be brought in to continue
our work. Most importantly, though, our belief in
the preeminence of Winston Churchill, his central
role in the 20th century, and our belief in our own
goals, would be more than amply rewarded, by
teaching future generations about things they
should never forget: history, literature, justice, social
enlightenment, political morality and effective lead-
ership—all of which were embodied in Winston
Churchill for more years and to more peoples than
any other figure of the 20th century. M

ersonalify oi tike

Unswerving lixesoiu.tfo.on,

Glinting intellect

British confidence in Churchill's leadership was
reinforced by his determination to retaliate
against the foe at every conceivable opportuni-

ty. But bludgeoning alone could not undermine the
ingenuity of German scientists feeding Hitler's
hellish ambitions.

Unswerving resolution and glinting intellect
were evident in Churchill's prompt direction of
countermeasures whenever Hitler unleashed new
devices to wreak havoc on Britain. Appreciation of
how he successfully faced the challenge is peevishly
withheld by several present-day critics, who carp
ponderously about his wartime decisions. Their
hindsight will never equal Churchill's foresight.

His marshalling of British brainpower and tech-
nocrats stands for all time as the achievement of a
master mind. Added to this was his gift of inspiring
himself and others to almost super-human endeav-
ours. Inventions and daring enterprises were
brought to swift completion; the will to win was
marvelously served by instruments forged for victo-
ry with unparalleled resourcefulness.

Lodged in Churchill's memory were gruesome
details of ordeals dating back to the First World War.

Mr. Robbins, of Victoria, B.C., is a FH Senior Editor.

He knew that each fresh assault could cloak another
menace. His acute awareness, may be likened to
devastatingly accurate prophecy.

FINEST HOUR 97/14




