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AMID THESE STORMS

"JENNIE"

Ever since we obtained the fine old photograph of Lady Randolph Churchill on
the cover, we have wanted to dedicate an issue to Sir Winston's luminous mother,

who has been much misunderstood and misrepresented over the years. Herewith the
result: articles on Jennie and Winston—the boyhood years by Douglas Hall, with
excerpts from her 1882 diary; and the political years by Natalie Adams of the
Churchill Archives Centre; a defense of her reputation by Dr. John Mather; the late
Lee Remick's recollections of playing Jennie; a look at Montagu Porch, her little-
known but loving last husband, by A. R. Allen; a Lady Randolph bibliography; pho-
tos of three of her homes; and a review of her Reminiscences by Gregory Smith.

One of the highlights of our history was the 1991 Blenheim Award dinner for
Lee Remick, who had so sensitively portrayed "Jennie" in the film by that title. Miss
Remick was by then dying of cancer, and this was her last public appearance. It was
clear that she had summoned up her remaining strength to be with us, but that by
inviting her, we had done precisely the right thing.

"Playing Jennie," she said, "may have seemed a step back in time, and cinemati-
cally it was; but when one remembers this strong-willed woman who had such a
remarkable influence on one of the foremost statesmen and leaders of the 20th centu-
ry, the time frame seems to vanish. Jennie Jerome was a leader in fact as well as spirit
for social change and women's rights. True, she may not have led parades, but her
subtlety influenced a great many people and social reforms followed. While it may
not equate to the rights that women enjoy now, it was a start. Jennie was such a
multi-faceted human being that any actress would have scraped to get such an acting
plum dropped in her lap. I consider myself to have been very lucky with the parts I
have been given to play; but if given the opportunity to repeat any of my perfor-
mances, most certainly 'Jennie, Lady Randolph Churchill' would be one of them. I'm
glad that plum dropped in my lap." She says more about her role on pages 18-19.

It has always seemed to me odd that historians accept Jennie as a strong partisan
on behalf of her sons after they became young men, while assuming simultaneously
that she cared nothing for them in childhood. When I first encountered her actual
diaries, on a visit to Peregrine Churchill, I was struck by a strong indication that the
latter view was one-sided. Of course Winston and Jack were subject to the conven-
tional upperclass Victorian upbringing that relegated them to nannys, tutors and
boarding schools—and like all children of their time they were kept firmly out of
sight when their parents were socially or politically engaged. Undeniably, Winston's
nature made him more sensitive to this than his fellows. But the treatment he
received may not have been very different from most of his peers. In later life he came
to treasure his mother, whose role in paving the way for his early exploits is well
known. Once a door opened, Winston Churchill was able to march through with
banners flying; but on many key occasions it took his mother to open that door.

Upon her death he wrote, to his friend Lord Curzon, eloquent words which
would in future comfort many who similarly mourn a mother's departure:

"I do not feel a sense of tragedy, but only of loss. Her life was a full one. The
wine of life was in her veins. Sorrows and storms were conquered by her nature & on
the whole it was a life of sunshine....She felt buoyed up on currents of sincere affec-
tion. She had nothing to regret. It was a life wh was instinct with joy—wh radiated
simple happiness. I had a vy strong & lasting impression in these last weeks of her
supple, vital, gracious personality. It abides with me and my last memories are the
most splendid....We all keep moving along the road."

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH, EDITOR
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The Churchill Center Report: Springf 1998

The rirst hook ror Churchill took collectors in 35 years:
A pre-puhlication orrer ror readers or Finest Hour

PACKED with photos (over
200) and 400 pages thick,
The Connoisseur's Guide to

the Books of Sir Winston Churchill
will save you its purchase price in
the first half hour of usage—and
answer every question under the
sun about what Churchill book
you're holding in your hand. Beau-
tifully produced by Brassey's (UK)
Ltd., it's a reference and reading
work you will be back to time and Above: the handsome color dust jacket (Mark Weber's books, author's
again—for that reason you ought desiSn' Brasse/s shelves)- Below: author (left) and chief collaborator

Mark Weber, working on the research in New Hampshire, 1997.
to order two copies!

This is not a bibliography:
that project is being pursued by
Ronald Cohen, who kindly permit-
ted me to reference his bibliograph-
ic numbers, as did the late Freder-
ick Woods.

I deal only with Churchill's
40-odd book-length titles. Each
gets a full description, with an
appraisal of Churchill's arguments.
Then come excerpts from book
reviews, hostile and complimentary,
old and new—the best current
thought on each title from such
authorities as Manfred Weidhorn
and William Manchester. Finally
there is a detailed description of
each edition, issue, impression and
dust jacket, including how to iden-
tify first editions; die merit of each
edition; and its current retail value.
These are things I am always asked
by Churchill book collectors. And the aim of all this is to provide

SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER
This price will is good only through August 1998

#1100. First Edition (reg. £40/$70) $48/£30
#1101. Signed limited edition, (50) in full leather & gilt $150

HOW TO ORDER:
Add for shipping: $5/£3 for first copy, $l/60p for each additional.

We ship by UPS in USA, surface bookpost elsewhere.
Send cheque (US$ or Sterling only) or Visa/Mastercard numbers,

expiration date & your signature and telephone number.
Churchillbooks, 181 Burrage Rd., Hopkinton NH 03229 USA

Tel. (603) 746-5606 • Fax (603) 746-4260
Email: Malakand@aol.com

for mese two are "yes" and "per-
haps." The English Chartwell
Edition is the finest trade edition
of The Second World War ever
published, and includes all of
Churchill's final revisions to the
text; the American Chartwell Edi-
tion is nicely bound in half
leather; but the text is photo-
graphically reproduced from the
First Edition, making it consider-
ably less significant.)

One purpose of this book
is to assist the vast number of peo-
ple who ask me, "What is this?"
or "What is it worth?" I am per-
haps qualified to say, because since
1982 my partner Mark Weber
and I, as Churchill specialist
booksellers, have probably held
more of Churchill's books in our
hands than anyone.

But a broader purpose—
which interested The Churchill
Center—is to instill an apprecia-
tion for Churchill's books in all
their variety among readers old
and new. Fostering an apprecia-
tion for die great man, especially
among the young, is what The
Churchill Center is all about.
The Center gave this book life
by agreeing to buy 400 copies
hot off the press. The books now
on offer belong to the Center.
We are handling sales and ship-

ping, returning 100% of receipts to The Churchill Center.

you with the answers—to tell you exacdy what you're holding in This is a formula by which we hope many other worthwhile
your hand; and what it's worth. books may be produced in the future.

Almost everyone, for example, owns a set of The Second Advance interest in this book has been very high. We are
World War. But what about the English Chartwell Edition of sure the First Edition will sell out quickly. We therefore ask
1956, or the American Chartwell Edition of 1983, both of which you to order now, helping to support the Center, and taking a
are often encountered by readers who can find no published mighty leap forward in your knowledge of Winston
guidance about them? Are they worth your while? (The answers Churchill's books. -RichardM. Lmgworth
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES
QUOTE OF THE SEASON

"Here or in the United States we can scarcely conceive a social life where a royal, or at
least a very wealthy person would not be compelled to set an example.

Our aristocracy has largely passed from life into history; but our millionaires —
the financiers, the successful pugilists, and the film stars who constitute

our modern galaxy and enjoy the same kind of privilege as did the outstanding figures
of the 17th and 18th centuries—are all expected to lead model lives."

WSC, MARLBOROUGH, Vol. I

" W o r l d FamOUS V i r g i n i a " -WSC (above: the Governor's Palace)

INTERNATIONAL CHURCHILL CONFERENCE XV
"The Special Relationship: The End of the Beginning"

Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia, November 5th-8th
Room Reservations: (800) 261-9530 • Information: (301) 725-3397

We gather this year amidst the
glories of the restored capital
of British America. The high-

light is the newest Churchill Center pro-
gramme: the Churchill Lecture, deliv-
ered by penultimate United States
Ambassador to the Court of St. James's,
Raymond G. H. Seitz, now chairman of
Lehman Brothers Europe and author of
a new book on Anglo-American rela-
tions, Over Here.

Lady Soames, Celia Sandys, distin-
guished scholars and writers on the life
and times of Sir Winston Churchill will
lead discussions. A student seminar will
be based on The Age of Revolution, Vol-
ume III of Churchill's History of the
English-Speaking Peoples—appropriately
in the birthplace of American democra-
cy. Williamsburg is truly unique, the
ideal venue for exploring the beginnings
of the Anglo-American Special Relation-

ship, as seen by Britain's most visionary
statesman. Building on the theme, tours
of Williamsburg will provide a rich
insight into the joint heritage of Great
Britain and America, and the role Win-
ston Churchill played to cement that
heritage in peace and war.

A new feature this year is lighter,
shorter dinner programmes. Ambas-
sador Seitz will speak Saturday after-
noon, leaving the evening free for more
lighthearted proceedings.

• Thursday November 5th: Regis-
tration at Conference Headquarters, the
Williamsburg Lodge. Our spacious reg-
istration room will also house Churchill
Stores, books and paintings on sale, and
exhibitions. Dinner at Shields Tavern in
the Colonial district; speaker: James
Muller on The Age of Revolution.

• Friday November 6th: Registra-

tion continues. Morning: seminar on The
Age of Revolution with John Ramsden,
Jeffrey Wallin and James Muller and
students from area colleges and univer-
sities. Afternoon: "Churchill and
Books." Mark Weber on "The Joy of the
Chase," Richard Langworth on his Con-
noisseur's Guide to the Books of Winston
Churchill, Lady Soames on her new vol-
ume of her parents' correspondence.
Next, "The Special Relationship," a
panel with Professors Warren Kimball
and John Ramsden, and Matthew Wills,
author of 'Wartime Missions of Harry Hop-
kins. After the fracturing revolution
more than two hundred years ago, it
took many years for a close and sup-
portive relationship to grow up between
Britain and the United States. Our
speakers explore the influence of several
statesmen, including Theodore Roo-
sevelt and FDR, in achieving a special
understanding between Great Britain
and the United States—most notably
Churchill's role, and how his example
has shown the way for contemporary
leaders such as Margaret Thatcher and
Tony Blair. We will also consider the
trusted emissaries of these leaders, such
as Harry Hopkins, who contributed so
much to the prosecution of victorious
wars and to the maintenance of peace.

Evening: reception for Lady
Soames, Celia Sandys, the Governor of
Virginia and dignitaries of Williams-
burg and College of William and Mary;
black tie banquet with Thomas Jefferson
(yes), and a special awards ceremony.

• Saturday November 7th: Morn-
ing sessions: "The Williamsburg Experi-
ence 1699-1998," with Mark R. Wenger,
and "The Churchill Family and Colonial
Williamsburg," with archivist Stephen
E. Haller and Lady Soames. Noon
through 4PM: walking tours with
guides of Colonial Williamsburg includ-
ing a recreation of Churchill's tour, the
archives center and historical preserva-
tion projects. (Personal options:
MacArthur Memorial, Norfolk; the
Jamestown Settlement; Carter's Grove;
Busch Gardens.) 4-5PM: First Churchill
Lecture by Raymond G. H. Seitz.
Evening: colonial feast,"the groaning
board," and colonial entertainment. >»
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

THE CHURCHILL CALENDAR
Local event organizers are welcome to send entries for this calendar; owing to our quarterly schedule, however, we need copy at least three months in advance.

1998
15 June: International Churchill Society Thirtieth Anniversary (founded at Camp Hill, Pennsylvania, 1968)

6-10 July (tentative): Churchill Panel, Institute of Contemporary Historians Meeting, London.
2 September: Batde of Omdurman Centenary Dinner, Boston, Massachusetts. Speaker: Eugenia Kiesling, U.S. Military Academy

3 September (tentative): Churchill Center Panel, American Political Science Convention, Boston, Massachusetts
25-26 September: Churchill Center Board of Governors Annual General Meeting, Washington, D.C.

5-8 November: Fifteenth International Churchill Conference, Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia.
30 November: Sir Winston Churchill's 124th Birthday

1999
Summer: Sixteenth International Churchill Conference August: Ninth Churchill Tour, "Churchill's South Africa"

2000
14-17 September: Seventeenth International Churchill Conference, Anchorage, Alaska

2001
14 February: Centenary of Churchill's Entry into Parliament Autumn: Eighteenth International Churchill Conference

2003
Twentieth International Churchill Conference and 50th Anniversary of the Bermuda Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda

• Sunday, November 8th: Depar-
ture breakfast; film of Churchill's visit to
Williamsburg; reports from the chair-
men or presidents of ICS/UK, ICS,
Canada on future events; departure cer-
emony at the Governor's Palace.

Over 100 rooms are already
booked! Please book NOW at the spe-
cial low conference prices: the head-
quarters Williamsburg Lodge ($147-183
per room), luxurious Williamsburg Inn
($220-325) or economical Woodlands
($95-105). Telephone (800) 261-9530 and
be sure to say you are with the
Churchill Conference.

Registration packets have been
mailed; if you have not received yours,
or if you have any questions, please con-
tact The Churchill Center administra-
tor's office (301) 725-3397, fax (301) 483-
6902 or e-mail to WSC 1874@msn.com.

Raleigh Tavern, visited by Churchill in 1946.

HOW TO SEE IT...
Reprinted by kind permission of Travel &
Leisure, February 1997

Williamsburg is not a place you
should attempt without a
plan. Item #1: stay away

from the Visitors Center. You want to be
in the 18th Century, not looking for
your car in the parking lot. So check in
and let the concierge help you out.

The major landmarks are the recon-
structed Capitol and the Governor's
Palace with its extensive gardens.
Beyond that you should just wander
along Duke of Gloucester Street until
something strikes your fancy: the
restored Magazine and Guardhouse,
say, or the Apothecary (medicine was
pretty chancy before germ theory), or
the reconstructed Raleigh Tavern,
where lawmakers met after the Royal
Governor dissolved the assembly.

But it isn't just the buildings that
make Colonial Williamsburg unique;
if s the dizzying array of programs that
explain what happened in them. Cos-
tumed 18th century people impersonate
everyone from a colonial tobacco
inspector to Jefferson himself. There are
evening candlelight tours, music and
dance, witchcraft trials, 18th century
political debates. The edification extends
to food and drink. Four taverns serve
meals; try the King's Arms for peanut
soup and chicken pot pie. A few blocks
down, Chownings Tavern has colonial
gambols that go on well into the night,
and can grow quite bawdy as the hour
wears on.

Finally, don't leave without seeing
two places not on the standard tourist
menu: Bassett Hall (522 E. Francis St.;
reservations required), the 18th century
house where the Rockefellers lived as

the reconstruction took shape; and the
Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Cen-
ter (307 S. England St.)—the oldest folk-
art collection in America, with holdings
from Edward Hickes's Peaceable King-
dom series to a Victorian stove-top fig-
ure of George Washington in a toga.

• Editor's note: I have been a Colonial
Williamsburg member for years; to anyone
interested in 18th century America, there is
simply nothing to compare with it: not only
the high calibre personnel, food and events,
but the perfection of the restorations. There
is no peeling paint, no cracked flagstones;
there are modern fire hydrants, but you
can't see them; houses are heated and air-
conditioned, but there's no sign of appara-
tus. It is the 18th century come to life.

A recommendation: your low confer-
ence room rates extend three days before and
after our conference; take advantage of them
to drink in this truly unique creation. I can
promise you won't regret it.

The Capitol, site of the first U.S. legislature.

CONTINUED OVERLEAF >»

FINEST HOUR 98/7



CHURCHILL PORCH
WASHINGTON, D.C.— On a recent visit to
the National Cathedral I found myself
facing the words WINSTON CHURCHILL
carved in stone! It was the Churchill
Porch, which we missed during our
1993 Conference. I strongly urge a visit
to this, the sixth largest cathedral in the
world. (It also contains the tomb of
Woodrow Wilson.) The complete
Churchill inscription is as follows:

Left side: THIS PORCH IS GIVEN IN
MEMORY OF WINSTON CHURCHILL
WHOSE FAITH AND FAMILY BESTRODE
THE SEA, LINKING MEN ON EITHER SIDE
IN LIBERTY TO WHOM WE OWE "THAT
GLEAMING FLASH OF RESOLVE WHICH
LIFTS THE HEARTS OF MEN AND
NATIONS, AND SPRINGS FROM THE SPIRI-
TUAL FOUNDATIONS OF HUMAN LIFE
ITSELF." world broadcast 4.27.41

Right side: Churchill's famous
address to Congress in 1941: "...THE
BRITISH AND AMERICAN PEOPLES WILL
FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY... WALK
TOGETHER...IN MAJESTY, IN JUSTICE, AND
IN PEACE." -Rafal Heydal-Mankoo, Toronto
(kmankoo@sprint.ca)

VIVE LE QUEBEC WINSTON
QUEBEC CITY, MAY 7TH— La Commission
de la capitale nationale du Quebec
unveiled a large monument honouring
Sir Winston Churchill and President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt near the old
St. Louis Gate here today. The monu-
ment recalls the two Quebec Confer-
ences of 1943 and 1944, during which
the conditions for the Allied victories in
Europe and the Pacific were discussed
and decided by both leaders. It features
bronze busts larger than life of Prime
Minister Churchill and President Roo-
sevelt. The unveiling ceremony was
attended by the Premier of Quebec, M.
Lucien Bouchard; the American ambas-
sador to Canada; the British High Com-
missioner and representatives of the
Churchill and Roosevelt Institutes.

The bust of President Roosevelt is a
copy of the famous work of 1934 by
American sculptor Jo Davidson. For Sir
Winston's, the Commission asked for
the advice of Lady Soames who, as a
young lieutenant, accompanied her par-
ents in Quebec City. Her preferred work
of her father was the one by Oscar

INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

Nemon, which adorns the Cabinet War
Rooms, London. Through Mr. Nemon's
son we were able to have a splendid
copy of his father's work cast. We are
planning to publish a booklet recalling
both Conferences, the life and times of
both leaders and the artists.

-Denis Angers, Special Advisor to the
President, Commission de la capitale
nationale du Quebec (angers@oricom.ca)

Above: Winston Churchill with EYH409 at the gar-
den door of Number Ten, 7 May 1940, three days

before he became Prime Minister. Below: Bletchley
Park's and ICS/UK's Jack Darrah with EYH409 at

the Sotheby's auction, where it made £66,400.

CONGRATULATIONS LORD BATH
LONDON, NOVEMBER 24TH— A m o d e s t
black 1938 Austin Ten saloon, neither a
vintage nor a classic car, might ordinari-
ly attract a bid of up to £2000 from a
motoring enthusiast. But this one, bear-
ing registration number EYH 409, had a
rather special provenance. From 1938
through 1950 it had belonged to Win-
ston Churchill. The auction firm of
Sotheby's estimated that it might make
£4000-6000, and were astonished and
delighted when frenzied bidding from a
packed salesroom at the Royal Air Force
Museum saw the price reach £66,400.

The Marquess of Bath, who assem-

bled one of the world's largest
Churchilliana collections at his Wiltshire
home, Longleat, bought the car for
£1350 in 1967 and spent £6,335 (£12,000
in today's money) on restoration in
1983. The logbook showed Churchill's
signature as the first owner on 3 June
1938. The car has a sliding sunroof and
crank-open windscreen, but the ashtray,
newspaper reports read, "seemed mod-
est to cope with his cigars." But read on!

Lord Bath died in 1992 and his son,
the present Lord Bath, vowed to keep
the famous collection intact, but recently
declared to sell the vehicle as part of a
clear-out of "unwanted baubles." The
buyer was an anonymous Swiss histori-
cal foundation, so once again a piece of
British heritage leaves its shores—but
just how much "heritage" is it?

Contrary to newspaper reports,
writes former secretary and first
Chartwell administrator Grace Ham-
blin, "This car was not Sir Winston's
'favourite wartime transport,' neither
was he 'devoted' to it. Certainly it was
used throughout the war, but not by
him. The Austin's home was at
Chartwell, where it was a useful and
hard-working 'runabout' used by mem-
bers of the staff—visits to shops and
post office, meeting trains, journeys to
the London home, etc. Sir Winston was
an essential part of the entourage!"
Clearly the buyers will not be running
these comments in their display, so
remember: you read it here first!

W-I-N-S-T-O-N M-O-U-S-E
LOS ANGELES, FEBRUARY 20TH— Promoters
involved with the shortlived London
stage play "Winnie," starring our good
friend Robert Hardy, are attempting to
interest Disney in the script. We have
spectral visions of the likely result.
Could it be that we will see a rotund,
animated Sir Winston, de-cigared and
politically correct in every detail, minc-
ing down to the lake at Chartwell,
dressing gown akimbo, followed by a
conglomerate of black swans, mar-
malade cats and russet poodles, singing
"There'll Always Be An England" in
high falsetto? Will Britannia be cast as
the fairy princess and Mussolini as the
evil stepfather? Stand by—if you can.

continued on page 27.
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With eighteen months left until the mil-
lennium, Churchill tops the list for
Personality of the Century. It's time

to get the machinery in gear for his selection.
There will be a spate of such contests, and they're
good for provoking arguments, if nothing else. So
look around the world and size up the nominees.

Is there anyone in the last hundred ©KARSR

years of provincial politics who is worthy?
Hardly. Anyone in Canadian history? We weren't major
players. What about American history? Maybe a couple of
presidents and an industrial titan or two could qualify. The
rest of the world? Gandhi deserves consideration and so
does Mao Tse-Tung, based on the number of lives they
changed—or ended. But there is only one name that jumps
off the page after even the most casual riffle through the last
ninety-eight years, and that's Sir Winston Churchill, who
died over thirty-three years ago.

A famous war correspondent in 1900, the highest-
paid journalist in the world by the late 1920s, a disgraced
First Lord of the Admiralty, a party-changing politician, and
a political outcast for a full decade before World War II, he
led a half-dozen lives before his finest hour arrived in 1940,
when he was already 64 years of age. There was a period of
time in the war's early going when Churchill singlehandedly
made the difference. Want to send shivers down your spine?
Imagine what the world would be like today if he hadn't
been around.

He bowed out of public life in 1964, although he
hadn't been active since 1955, and died in 1965 at
age 90, but his memory is alive and well today on

the Internet and elsewhere. There are organizations devoted
to his place in history in Great Britain, Australia, the United
States and Canada (including three healthy independent
Churchill Societies in Vancouver, Calgary and Edmonton).

Announced in FH 97 with three initial articles, "Personality of the
Century" is an ongoing series of op-ed pieces designed to qualify
Churchill for Time magazine's designation by the end of the centu-
ry. Selected articles will be targeted to op-ed sections of major
newspapers and compiled for presentation next year to the editors
o/Time. Mr. Leyne sent us his column from his Victoria newspa-
per, which published it on the anniversary of Churchill's death in
January. Fifth in the series, by Manfred Weidhorn, will appear in
our next edition. Send your contribution to the editor.

Churchill's gravesite is so heavily visited that the
slope where it lies is sinking and is being
restored. Here are a few of the quotations and
anecdotes involving him:

May 13th, 1940: He addressed the House
of Commons after becoming Prime Minister
three days earlier, following eight years of
ignored warnings about Nazi Germany. "I
would say to the House, as I said to those who

have joined this government, I have nothing to offer but
blood, toil, tears and sweat. We have before us an ordeal of
the most grievous kind. We have before us many, many long
months of struggle and of suffering. You ask, what is our
policy? I will say: It is to wage war, by sea, land and air, with
all our might and with all the strength that God can give us;
to wage war against a monstrous tyranny, never surpassed in
the dark, lamentable catalogue of human crime.That is our
policy. You ask, what is our aim? I can answer in one word:
Victory—victory at all costs, victory in spite of all terror,
victory, however long and hard the road may be; for without
victory there is no survival."

Six days later he broadcast to Britain and the world:
"Today is Trinity Sunday. Centuries ago words were written
to be a call and a spur to the faithful servants of Truth and
Justice: Arm yourselves, and be ye men of valour, and be in
readiness for the conflict; for it is better for us to perish in
battle than to look upon the outrage of our nation and our
altar. As the Will of God is in Heaven, even so let it be."

It is a measure of the man that he understood him-
self as perfectly as he did others, about whom he held little
back. On Clement Attlee, Labour Party leader and postwar
Prime Minister, he said (privately): "a modest man, with
much to be modest about." On Conservative leader and
prewar Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin: "Occasionally he
stumbled over the truth but hastily picked himself up as if
nothing had happened."

In 1964, a nine-year-old Colombian girl made up a
birthday card and addressed it simply "To the Greatest Man
in the World." It arrived at 28 Hyde Park Gate in time for
Churchill's 90th birthday. Earlier, a young visitor had
walked into Churchill's study at Chartwell while he was
composing a speech. "Are you really the greatest man in the
world?" the boy asked. "Of course," Churchill shot back.
"Now buzz off." 15
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Lady Randolph in Winston's Boyhood
BY DOUGLAS J. HALL

WITH EXCERPTS FROM JENNIE'S 1882 DIARY BY COURTESY OF PEREGRINE S. CHURCHILL

JENNIE Jerome was born in Brook-
lyn, New York on 9 January 1854.
She met Lord Randolph Churchill

at a party on 12 August 1873. They
were married at the British Embassy in
Paris on 15 April 1874, and Winston
was born on 30 November. Jennie had
progressed from being the carefree and
happy-go-lucky scion of a prominent
American businessman to the mother of '
a potential heir to a Dukedom in little
over seven months.

The Times announced that
Winston was born prematurely, but the
proposition that he was exacdy on time
will doubdess have been a topic for gossip
in stately drawing rooms. Unremarkable
nowadays, it would have been seen as
quite scandalous amongst highborn Vic-
torian society. But there were no tabloid
newspapers then and the subject did not
become a matter of wide public interest
until raised by muckrakers years later.

It is held by most biographers that Jennie did not
immediately establish a strong maternal bond with her infant
son. One observed that this was not unusual in aristocratic fami-
lies during the nineteenth century. There is evidence in Jennies
diaries (see opposite), that she provided more motherly care than
is thought. But like all upperclass children of the time, Winston's
day to day needs were soon fulfilled by a nanny. Within six weeks
of Winston's birth his father engaged Elizabeth Everest in this
role. She retained her position for nineteen years, until Winston's
younger brother, Jack, was old enough to go to Harrow.

With Mrs. Everest installed, Lord and Lady Randolph
resumed in full measure their place in the London social circle.
Winston was later to write in his masterly Lord Randolph
Churchill that his mother and father "...continued their gay life
on a somewhat more generous scale than dieir income warrant-
ed...they entertained with discrimination. The Prince of
Wales...dined sometimes with them." Meantime, Mrs. Everest
fed and bathed the baby, rocked the cradle and, as Winston later
wrote in My Early Life, "...tended to all my wants."

When Winston was two-years-old his grandfather, the
Duke of Marlborough, was appointed Viceroy of Ireland. Lord
Randolph accompanied his father as his private secretary, and
Mrs. Everest went too. The family spent three years in Dublin
and, in her Reminiscences, Jennie wrote, "I found the Irish life
Mr. Hall is FH's features editor; his address is on page 4.

very pleasant...I cannot remember
meeting one really dull man...hunting
became our ruling passion...I think
we hunted with nearly every pack in
Ireland." She mentions Winston
once! (She mentions him a second
time when he was nine years old but
not again until he was twenty-four.)
Winston's brother, Jack, was born in
1880 while the family were in
Dublin. Shortly afterwards they
returned to London. Winston was
regularly despatched to his grandpar-
ents at Blenheim Palace. From there
on 4 January 1882 he wrote his first
known letter to his mother, "My dear
Mamma, I hope you are quite well. I
thank you very very much for the
beautiful presents...they are so nice."
Clearly his thanks were for Christmas
presents from his absent mother.

In 1882, at the age of seven, Win-
ston was sent to St. George's School,

Ascot. Jennie escorted him, took tea with the headmaster, pre-
sented Winston with three half-crowns and departed. Three half-
crowns, the equivalent of about £30 in todays money, was a gen-
erous gift to a small boy and Winston could hardly believe his
good fortune. His joy was short-lived, however, for the headmas-
ter impounded the money!

Winston's two years at St. George's were to be the most
unhappy period of his life. The Chartwell Trust Papers at
Churchill College, Cambridge reveal an almost pathetic stream of
letters to his mother asking her to visit him or, if she were too
busy, to send Everest. Jennie was, in fact, exceedingly busy, caught
up in the whirl of fashionable society. The Archives contain little
evidence that she replied to many of his letters. If she did, she did
not preserve a copy and that seems unlikely given the Churchill
family's disposition to file for posterity every last scrap of paper.

There is room for different interpretations here, for
Winston and his brother seem to have received considerable
attention from their mother when they were home (see sidebar).
Nor do Winston's original letters convey that he was unhappy,
other than in respect of the lack of visits. But of course he wrote
them knowing that they would be censored before posting by the
headmaster, and one has to read Winston's later account in My
Early Life to put his letters to his mother into context: "How I
hated this school, and what a life of anxiety I lived there for more
than two years." In regard to Jennies failure to visit her son suffi-
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ciently—and Lord Randolph's almost complete failure to do
so—Celia Sandys wrote in From Winston With Love and Kisses
{The Young Churchillin USA, 1994): "Neglectful though this
may seem in the twentieth century, Victorian parents, once diey
had despatched their sons to school, did not feel obliged to spend
their time going to see them." Yet it seems clear from his letters
that Winston believed his classmates were receiving more visits
than he was.

In 1884, after two years at Ascot, Winston left St. Georges.
He has given two different accounts of the reason for his
departure: first, "I fell into a low state of health...after a seri-

ous illness my parents took me away"; second, "If my mother
hadn't listened to Mrs. Everest and taken me away I would have
broken down completely." In Winston S. Churchill, Volume I,
Randolph Churchill wrote, "It is believed mat Mrs. Everest saw
the wounds of his birchings and told his mother about it."

Later that year Winston was sent to a prep school in
Brighton. Run by two elderly spinsters, Charlotte and Kate
Thomson, the new school was much more agreeable. Winston
was to write later, "This was a smaller school than the one I had
left. It was also cheaper and less pretentious. But there was an ele-
ment of kindness and of sympathy which I had found conspicu-
ously lacking in my first experiences...The impression of those
years makes a pleasant picture in my mind, in strong contrast to
my earlier schoolday memories."

Shordy after arriving at the Brighton school at the end
of October 1884, Winston wrote to his mother, "My dear
Mamma...I am quite happy here. I have been very extravagant...
please send a little more money." Lord Randolphs political career
was now in the ascendant and Lord Salisbury, the Tory Leader,
sent him on a fact-finding tour of India. Jennie took Winston
and Jack to see their father off. Winston wrote regularly to both
his parents. On 12 February 1885 Jennie paid a second visit to

Winston's school. She was concerned about his health and wrote
to Lord Randolph the following day, "...I thought he looked very
pale and delicate and Miss Thomson said that she thought he
was far from strong—What a care the boy is!"

Returning home for the summer holiday that year
Winston, together with Jack, was immediately sent in the care of
Mrs. Everest to a hotel at Cromer in Norfolk. He wrote to his
mother, "I am not enjoying myself very much. I am counting the
days till Saturday ... I shall have ten whole days with you." Back
in Brighton Winston continued to write regularly to both his
parents: "I cannot think why you did not come and see me."....
"I want you to come and see me." He had greater success in cor-
responding with his younger brodier Jack and with Mrs. Everest,
whom he addressed as "Woom." He pleaded with his mother to
allow Jack and Everest to visit him and was evidendy overjoyed
when Jennie granted his request.

In the Spring of 1886 Winston became seriously ill
with pneumonia and both parents rushed to Brighton. He was
taken home to London to convalesce, which brought the bonus
that, briefly at least, he saw more of his mother. Jennies brother-
in-law, Moreton Frewen, expressed the hope that "she would
make more of him [Winston] in the future." However, fully
recovered and back in Brighton, Winston's letters to his mother
resumed the old theme: "I should like you to come and see me
very much." He asked his mother to attend his school play. Jen-
nie evidently replied to the effect that she could not do so
because she was hosting a dinner party in London. Winston was
persistent: "Now you know I was always your darling and you
can't find it in your heart to give me a denial. I want you to put
off the dinner party..." Jennie hosted the dinner party. In 1885
and 1886 Lord Randolph briefly held the appointments of Secre-
tary of State for India and Chancellor of the Exchequer. As con-
sort to a Cabinet Minister Jennies engagements diary left litde
time to attend to the calls of her son. continued overleaf...

Lady Randolph's Diary: 1882

Peregrine Churchill kindly sent us transcripts from his grand-
mother's diary for the first half of 1882, which are striking for

her many mentions of Winston. (Remember that on many days
there are no entries at all.) "The diary," wrote Mr. Churchill and
Julian Mitchell in Jennie: Lady Randolph Churchill (St. Martin's,
1974) "gives a revealing glimpse of Jennie's life. She has a small circle
of London friends, otherwise it is politics, hunting, and charity with
the Duchess. That she did not neglect her children seems obvious.
Winston was now nearly eight; one wonders what lessons Jennie felt
herself fit to give him." (Winston had not yet entered St. George's
School; he would do so on 3 November.)

• Blenheim, Tuesday, January 17th
Cold and raw. Gave Winston his lessons men painted till

luncheon. Went to the stables - then walked with R and the
Duchess till 5 - read to the children. Played billiards with the Duke
and Ld Alfred Churchill [7th Duke's brother].

• Wednesday, January 18th
Very cold and foggy. Randolph and Georgie went out

hunting. Drove with the Duchess to Stonesfield to give away blan-
kets etc - practiced a bit in the afternoon. Wrote letters and read to
the children. Ld Lytton and Sir Henry Wolff.*

*Georgina, Randolph's fifth sister, b. I860, as yet unmarried. Lytton:
Viceroy of India 1876-80; Wolff MP1874-85, Randolph's Parliamen-
tary colleague, co-founder of "The Fourth Party" and the Primrose
League.

• Saturday, January 21st
Very fine. R and Georgie went hunting. Painted all the

morning. Walked in the afternoon. Read to Winston.

Lord and Lady Randolph left Blenheim February 4th. "She did not care
for Blenheim," write Churchill and Mitchell. '"Dull' she wrote on 30
January. 'Most uneventful week.' The truth was, as she had written to
her mother a year earlier: »»
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In April 1888 Winston entered Harrow. He was thir-
teen and thereafter tended to write more frequently to his father,
although his letters to his modier continued without let up. By
now discouraged in his attempts to secure parental visits, and per-
haps beginning to grow out of the need for them, he switched his
requests to money and food. His pleas were often couched in a
most articulate, if slightly devious, style but there is little evidence
that they were particularly successful. Winston spent his first
Christmas holiday from Harrow on the Isle of Wight with Mrs.
Everest. Jennie was in Paris. Lord Randolph intervened, at Win-
ston's request, to have his son transferred to the House of the
Headmaster, J. E. C. Welldon. In May Winston wrote to his
mother widi a shopping list of furnishings he would require for
his new room. In June, evidendy somewhat aggrieved at having
received no response, he wrote, "Please do do do do do do do do
do come to see Your Loving Son."

Later that month Winston suffered a concussion when
he fell from his bicycle. Mr. Welldon wrote to Jennie enclosing
the doctors report and Winston wrote a quite heart-rending and
sorrowful letter. For just over a week Mrs. Everest made a daily
journey out to Harrow to visit Winston whilst he was confined
to the sick room. Jennie was otherwise engaged. It was about this
time diat Jennie, according to Anita Leslie, complained to the
Duchess of Marlborough that Lord Randolph was "showing
coldness" towards her. Neidier woman could have then suspected
that Lord Randolph may have been experiencing the early symp-
toms of his eventual fatal illness.

Winston's remaining years at Harrow were marked by

indications of his growing self-reliance. He had resigned himself
to the fact that he would see little of either of his parents. Jennie
was involved in the world of fashion and society; she was a gifted
amateur pianist, much in demand to give charity concerts and
was regularly attended by a coterie of handsome young men.
Winston was disappointed that his mother was unable to attend
either Speech Day or the Eton-Harrow cricket match, but elated
when he was told that he would be allowed to spend two months
of the holiday with her at Newmarket. Lord Randolph had
recendy rented Banstead Manor, close to the racecourse, but was
away on a lengthy visit to South Africa. Jennie did not entirely
share her son's elation. She wrote to Lord Randolph, "On the
whole he has been a very good boy—but honesdy he is getting a
bit too old for a woman to manage. After all he will be seventeen
in two months and he really requires to be with a man..."
Towards the end of his time at Harrow Winston was joined by
his brother, Jack, with whom he shared a room. The fraternal
companionship was marked by a further decline in the number
of requests for parental visits.

Just before Winston started at Sandhurst in 1893 he fell
from a tree in the garden of his aunt's home at Bournemouth. He
later provided a full, if somewhat upbeat, account in My Early
Life. The accident was, however, sufficiendy serious to alarm his
mother and bring his father back hotfoot from Dublin. Winston's
Sandhurst career opened with a stinging rebuke from his father,
now clearly suffering from the illness which was to be the cause of
his death. Incensed at receiving an insouciant letter from Winston
about his result in the entrance examination. Lord Randolph's

Lady Randolph's Diary...
'1 quite forget what it is like to be with people who love me. I

do so long sometimes to have someone to whom I could go and talk to.
Of course Randolph is awfully good to me and always takes my part in
everything, but how can I always be abusing his mother to him, when
she is devoted to him, and wddo anything fir him—The fact is I loathe
living here....the Duchess hates me simply for what I am—perhaps a lit-
tle prettier and more attractive than her daughters...We are always stu-
diously polite to each other, but it is rather like a volcano, ready to burst
out at any moment...'" The authors conclude: "She must have been glad
to get back to London."

• St. James's Place, London, Monday, February 6th
Foggy. Painted—then went out. The Star came to lun-

cheon. Took a walk with Winston and went to see Bertha.*

*The Star: Evelyn Boscawen, later 7th Viscount Falmouth; was on the
7th Duke's staff in Dublin; an admirer of Jennie for many years.
Bertha: Jennie s sister-in-law, first wife of Randolph's brother Blandfird.

• Saturday, February 11th
Fine. Painted. Sir H. Wolff and the Duke lunched with

us. Took a walk with Winston. Dined alone with R. Did not go to
any parties. Too sleepy.

• Sunday, February 12th
Fine. Painted. Walked in the Park with Winston - lots of

people. Philip Currie and Mr Balfour came to tea - went to see
Rosamund dined with Blanche H. R gone to Brighton.*

*Rosamond: Randolph's sister, b.1851. Blanche H.: Lady Blanche
Hozier, mother of Winston's future wife.

• Wednesday, February 15th
Pouring - Painted all day. Arthur Balfour sat with me a

bit. Took Winston and went to see Natica and Sir John K- Oliver
Montague there. Dined alone. Wrote letters.*

*Balfour: Conservative MP 1874-1922, Prime Minister 1902-05;
Winston's successor at the Admiralty, 1915.

• Monday, February 20th
Cold. Painted. Blanche H and Ld Airlie lunched. Went

with them to Tattersalls - then did a little shopping. Sir Henry Wolff
dined - Winston rather ill, thought he was going to have croup.

• Friday, February 24th
Cold but fine. Went out shopping- Lord Lytton lunched.

Took Winston and had tea with Blanche H at her lodgings. Dined
with R . »»
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long reply, written from Germany, must surely have been the

greatest dressing-down Winston had ever experienced. (Refer to

the official biography, Winston S. Churchill Volume 1.) Winston's

two years at Sandhurst largely coincided with the long absences

of both his parents, as Jennie accompanied her husband on a

nationwide tour followed by a prolonged round-the-world cruise

in the hope that the travel might prove recuperative. It didn't and

Lord Randolph died on 24 January 1895.

A little over five months later, on 3 July, Elizabeth Ever-

est died. It is clear that the two close deaths formed a watershed

in the relationship between Jennie and her elder son. Winston

took it upon himself to accept family responsibilities for which he

thought his mother was unsuited or disinclined. Jennie immedi-

ately became much more prepared to help and advise her son.

She went to quite inordinate lengths to help Winston with the

publication of his early books, and in turn he strongly supported

his mothers own literary enterprise, The Anglo-Saxon Review.

Jennie married George Cornwallis-West in July 1900.

Winston frequendy visited their home at Salisbury Hall, near St.

Albans. In April 1908, to celebrate her son's appointment as Pres-

ident of the Board of Trade, Jennie threw a party, inviting an old

friend, asking her to bring her daughter: Clementine Hozier.
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On 26 February Randolph fell ill and on 2 March Jennie
records "Up half the night with R " She does not write again until the
14th and her entries are few until April.

• Monday, April 3rd
Cold. Went out shopping in the morning - lunched here

with the children.

• Thursday, April 20th
Fine. Shopped and saw the children. Drove in the after-

noon with Carrie Hamilton. Several people came to see me.

On April 21st, Lord and Lady Randolph took passage to

America. They returned to London on May 26th.

• Friday, April 21st
Fine. Did a few last things. Said goodbye to the children

then took the 2.30 train to Liverpool. Wolff came to see us off. Did
the journey pretty comfortably.

• St. James's Place, London, Saturday, June 3rd
Fine. Took Winston and went to Hampton Wick to see a

house. Rode in the Park - caught in a shower. Star, Polly Carew and
Ld Garmoyle dined here - we then went to the Gaiety to see Sarah
Bernhardt in "La Dame aux Camellias."

• Sunday, June 4th
Showery. Wrote letters. Walked in the Park with Win-

ston. Sir Henry Wolff came to luncheon. Natica and Ld Dorchester
came in the afternoon.

• Friday, June 23rd
Blanche Hozier, Carrie H. and Ld Longford came to lun-

cheon - played lawn tennis - afterwards Arthur Balfour, the Duchess
and Clemmy came to tea. Pleasant afternoon.

• Saturday, July 15th

Fine. Painted. The Star came to luncheon. He and I and
Winston went to the Camp - a lot of people came to tea.

Peregrine Churchill and Julian Mitchell conclude: "Ran-
dolph, at this time near peak of his career, led an exhausting life, but
was never quite well. He smoked far too much...and he consulted
doctors frequendy, though to little avail."

Randolph and Jennie often took separate holidays, but
"In their class, husbands and wives led very independent existences,
and it should not be thought, though it has been, that separate holi-
days meant any more serious form of separation. That Jennie and
Randolph still loved each other is clear from their letters when they
were apart." $
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"An Ardent Ally":
Lady Randolph and Winston's Political Career

BY NATALIE ADAMS, CHURCHILL ARCHIVES CENTRE

ccMi"ANY are the fashion-
able women 'birds of

.paradise' who speak,
sing, or wheedle the electors into a state
of enthusiasm for a husband, son or rela-
tion who, left to himself, would not cre-
ate a spark." Such were Lady Randolph
Churchill's thoughts on women's influ-
ence in politics. The story of Jennie's
support to her husband, Lord Randolph
Churchill, one of the most brilliant
politicians of the late Victorian age, and
to her son Winston Churchill, the great-
est British statesman of the twentieth
century, is significant and worth telling.

At their first meeting in
August 1873, Jennie Jerome enchanted
Lord Randolph Churchill with her
stunning beauty and he swiftly proposed
to her. However the Duke of Marlbor-
ough declared that he must prove his
affections by waiting for a year before
marrying her. Lord Randolph seized the opportunity provided by
a dissolution of Parliament to change his father's mind. The
Duke and Duchess had assuaged their disappointment over their
wayward elder son, the Marquess of Blandford, by transferring
their expectations to Lord Randolph, whom they intended to
become Member of Parliament for Woodstock, the local con-
stituency. He now threatened not to stand for election unless he
was allowed to marry Jennie before the year had passed. In
February 1874, Lord Randolph was elected; he married Jennie in
April, eight months after they had first met. It was hardly the
most orthodox beginning to a dazzling political career. Similarly,
the interests of Lord Randolph's wife lay elsewhere. Although, at
the bidding of her fiance, she had dutifully read political columns
in The Times, Jennie later confessed that she had looked forward
to the 1874 general election because it would spell an end to
their probation.

The elevated social circle in which Lord and Lady Ran-
dolph moved included figures such as the Prince of Wales,
William Gladstone and Benjamin Disraeli. Jennie was expected to
entertain these distinguished people and she later recalled that the
lengthy conversations with Disraeli led her friends to tease her

Ms. Adams is cataloguing Lady Randolph's papers and has drawn on unpublished

sources for this article. The Churchill Papers are available to researchers: Please con-

tact Churchill Archives Centre, Churchill College, Cambridge, England CB3 ODS.

Churchill and his mother campaigning in Oldham

amid urban squalor, 1900.

about what position she had managed to
secure for her husband. However, a serious
breach between the Prince of Wales and
the Marlborough family resulted in the
higher echelons of society slamming their
doors in the faces of the young couple.
The Duke took the position of Viceroy of
Ireland and the family decamped to
Dublin to let the anger of the court sub-
side. During these years Lord Randolph
continued attending the House of Com-
mons, and became increasingly interested
in politics.

On her return to London in 1880
Lady Randolph too, although still
ostracised by society and rather in spite of
herself, developed political interests. She was
a familiar figure in the Ladies' Gallery of the
House of Commons, that "small, dark cage
to which the ungallant British legislators
have relegated [women]." As hostess, she
was also present at frequent political meet-

ings at their London home and mingled with politicians including
the members of Lord Randolph's cabal, the Fourth Party (John
Gorst, Sir Henry Drummond Wolff and Arthur Balfour).

Lady Randolph's tangible involvement in politics began
in 1883 with the establishment of the Primrose League, an organi-
sation intended to support the Conservatives. The League was a
political and social society whose appeal to all strata of society lay
largely in its lack of refinement. It soon boasted almost two mil-
lion members and became a formidable canvassing weapon, large-
ly thanks to the enthusiasm of its female members, who had
become involved in electioneering after the 1883 Corrupt Prac-
tices Act prohibited the payment of election agents. Lady Ran-
dolph was one of the first "Dames" of the League. She travelled
the country organising concerts, recitals and garden parties to
spread the Party's message.

At this time women involved in politics were expected
to behave with feminine gentility. As the St. Stephen's Review put
it: "Each Dame may drive in her luxurious carriage to the ren-
dezvous, and with sweet persuasive words we can imagine the
undecided voter induced to step in...how the scale may be turned
by the influence of Dames of the Primrose League!"

In 1885 Lady Randolph and her sister-in-law, Lady
Curzon, canvassed the Woodstock election for Lord Randolph.
Although not the first wife of a political figure to do this, Lady
Randolph attracted considerable press attention with her stylish
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campaign. Lord Randolph, genuinely worried about defeat, had
nevertheless opted not to contest the election personally. His deci-
sion was motivated by a quarrel with his brother, now Duke of
Marlborough, and his desire to avoid Blenheim Palace. Although
the Duke grudgingly allowed Lady Randolph to stay at the Palace,
she was forced to set up her committee rooms at the nearby Bear
Hotel.

From this
base the ladies toured
the constituency in a
smart horse-drawn
tandem decorated
with chocolate and
pink ribbons, Lord
Randolph's racing
colours. Accounts of
the campaign agree
that its success was
largely due to Lady
Randolph's personal
charms. Henry James
wrote to congratulate

her: "My gratification
.. , , • • JL Above: Lady Randolph Churchill and Lady Curzon in the horse-drawn tandem in which they can-

is slightly impaired by , ' , , , . , T , r, , , L ^, ,•„ 1OOc ir-u u-n A u- r
- .. . vassedthe Woodstock election for Lord Randolph Churchill, 1885. (Churchill Archives Centre,
feeling I must intro- Reference CHAR 28/86) Below: Scathing postcard from a "Working Man" to Lady Randolph
duce a new Corrupt Churchill criticising Lord Randolph's "humiliating and unmanly" conduct in allowing his wife to
Practices Act. Tan- canvass an eleaion for him, 1885. (Churchill Archives Centre, Reference CHAR 28/45)
dems must be put
down, and certainly
some alteration...must
be made in the means
of ascent and descent
therefrom; then arch
looks will have to be
scheduled...The grace-
ful wave of a pocket
handkerchief will have
to be dealt with in
committee." Lady
Randolph was invigo-
rated by the campaign
and boasted, "I sur-
passed the fondest
hopes of the Suffragettes, and thought I was duly elected."

Although Jennie's involvement in the Primrose League
and the Woodstock election did not signify groundbreaking fem-
inism, her work contributed to the acceptance of women in the
political sphere. She did not win universal approval. Among the
letters she received after the Woodstock election, there is a post-
card from "a Working Man" reading, "Had your Husband learnt
even the common decencies of political controversy he would not
now be placed in the humiliating & unmanly position of having
to send his Wife down to struggle for his seat at Woodstock"

Jfct4

'HUG

J>

(feu

uz—-

o ty i^iai&JL tindbtfl^

Not to be deterred, Lady Randolph continued cam-
paigning for her husband at elections in Birmingham and South
Paddington. She was a recognised public figure and her panache
and beauty won many votes. However she avoided formal public
speaking until 1886 when she spoke with Arthur Balfour at the
opening of a new Primrose League Habitation in Manchester (she

tried to allay her ner-
vousness by relying on
notes hidden behind
her fan).

Lord Randolph
Churchill's resignation
as Leader of the
House of Commons
and Chancellor of the
Exchequer in 1886
spelt the end of his
career and dealt a
crushing blow to his
wife. He did not con-
fide in her and his let-
ter of resignation
(which she read first
in The Times) came as
a painful shock. The
robes he wore as
Chancellor were pre-
served because Lady
Randolph insisted
that she was keeping
them for Winston (or
perhaps because Lord
Randolph's successor
refused to purchase
them). Either way,
Lady Randolph's
political abilities were
also mothballed until
her son set his foot on
the bottom rung of
the political ladder.

After his father's
death in 1895,

Churchill found his mother an invaluable source of advice and
practical assistance: "an ardent ally, furthering my plans and
guarding my interests with all her influence and boundless ener-
gy." It was through her that Churchill made many of the contacts
(Bourke Cockran, Colonel Brabazon and Sir Henry Drummond
Wolff to name three) who were to prove significant in his career.

In the election campaigns of 1899 and 1900 at Old-
ham, the first constituency contested by Churchill, Lady Ran-
dolph proved a positive influence on the voters. It was expected
that candidates should be supported by a woman and in 1899
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the value of Lady Randolphs attendance at Churchill's opening
address was borne out by the Oldham Daily Standard: "There are
thousands of true hearts in this constituency which have a warm
corner for Lady Randolph Churchill." In 1900 Churchill, still
unmarried, decided that his mothers presence was vital and
wrote urging her to help him. He described the wife of the other
candidate, Mr. Crisp, as "indefatigable, going about trying to
secure voters and generally keeping the thing going." Lady Ran-
dolph cut short her honeymoon with
her second husband, George Cornwal-
lis-West, to assist Winston at his public
meetings. After his election as MP for
Oldham in 1900, she was in the Ladies'
Gallery to hear Winston's maiden
speech, which he had rehearsed with
her beforehand.

At the turn of the century the
issue of women's position in politics
had been dirust to the fore by die cam-
paign for female suffrage. Lady Ran-
dolph's feelings on the issue were
ambivalent. Her experience had shown
her that women were a powerful force
with the electorate. Yet she thought
that the strength of women's political
influence might be derived from the
very fact that they did not have a vote.

Churchill had been singled
out by those with radically different
opinions from his mother: the militant
factions of the women's suffrage move-

Cartoon from the Manchester Despatch, 1906,
showing Churchill's clashes with the suffragette movement.
He had declared that he would not be "henpecked" into a

decision over granting votes for women.

in exasperation: "The female suffrage women are too odious.
Every night they make a disturbance and shriek and rant. They
damage their own cause hopelessly." Her irritation was to contin-
ue for several years: when she accompanied Winston and
Clementine to the theatre in 1912 they were attacked by the suf-
fragettes. Lady Randolph retaliated and "told them they ought to
be forcibly fed with common sense!"

In common with many of the politicians of the time,
Lady Randolph did not relax her view
towards the female suffrage movement
until the First World War. At the out-
break of war, the suffrage societies
called a halt to campaigning for the
vote and threw themselves into the ser-
vice of the country. Women eagerly
took up the challenge of working in
hospitals, munitions factories, even in
the volunteer police force, to fill gaps
left by men on active service. Jennie
herself was active in nursing and helped
to establish the American Women's
Hospital for Officers. She expressed
approval for the suffragists' actions: "By
refusing to hamper and embarrass rheir
country while it is engaged in a struggle
for life with a powerful foreign foe,
they have undoubtedly taken a grand
opportunity for showing at once their
patriotism and their fitness for political
responsibility." This positive work
resulted at the end of the war in the

ment, who thought he was sympathetic towards their cause. Ironi-
cally, incessant disruption of Winston's meetings with calls for
"Votes for Women" contributed gready to his (and his mother's)
belief that, by behaving destructively, women proved themselves
unworrhy of die vote. Lady Randolph, fiercely protective of her
son, was outraged by the behaviour of the "shrieking sisterhood."
Disruptions to public order became commonplace. The initial
solution of imprisoning the suffragettes was thwarted by hunger
strikes, which either resulted in force-feeding or early release for
the women.

Lady Randolph accompanied Churchill on political
tours and in 1906 went with him to Manchester. She was present
at a meeting in January which was interrupted by a suffragette
bearing a banner with the slogan, "Votes for Women." Eventually
the protester was summoned to the platform, where she asked
Churchill whether he would be prepared to give the vote to
women. The Manchester Guardian reported that "women, of all
classes of society, who were among the audience in considerable
numbers, joined heartily in the cries of 'No' and 'Never' which
followed upon the question." Lady Randolph might have agreed
with them. Churchill, who maintained that he would not be
"henpecked" into a decision, answered crisply, "I utterly decline
to pledge myself" Lady Randolph wrote to her sister, Lady Leslie,

granting of the vote to women over the age of thirty.

IN THE course of her lifetime, Lady Randolph Churchill wit-
nessed a revolution in women's involvement in politics. From

. a position of merely exercising the power behind the throne,
women became recognised as critical props to men and political
parties, and were finally rewarded with the vote. She married a
husband who began by entering politics as a means to the end of
marrying her and matured into a brilliant though unpredictable
politician who cut short his promising career. She saw her son
grow up to exceed expectations and become a remarkable and
inspirational figure. The successes of Lord Randolph and Winston
Churchill cannot ultimately be ascribed to any but their own mer-
its, but there is no doubt that the effort expended on their behalf
by Lady Randolph was a significant factor.

Jennie's conviction of the importance of a woman pro-
viding the right kind of political support is epitomised by her
judgement on Lady Beaconsfield, the wife of Benjamin Disraeli.
In the margin of a letter inviting her to comment on the example
set by Lady Beaconsfield and the influence she exercised "through
her womanly tact and study of her husband's interests," Lady
Randolph wrote: "L[ad]y B was a most vulgar old cad & did B
more harm than good!" $
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