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GOOD NEWS ON CONNOISSEUR'S GUIDE AND PEACEMAKER
The prices of the two new books produced in association with The Churchill Center

are reduced dramatically.
A Connoisseur's Guide to the Books of Sir Winston Churchill (described in FH98, page

5) is reduced from $48 to only $30. It sells for £40 in Britain, but only $39.95 in the
USA; the member price is based on the USA price and applies wherever you live, includ-
ing Britain. Churchill As Peacemaker, edited by James Muller, is reduced from $50 to $45.
(Bookshop price is $59.95.) See Finest Hour 97, page 28 for a review of this fine work.

Both books may now be ordered directly from the CC New Book Service, PO Box
385, Contoocook NH 03229. Make checks out to "Churchill Center." Add for shipping:
$5 for first book, $1 for each additional book. British members will get faster delivery of
the Connoisseur's Guide from ICS/UK (address on page 2),which charges £21.50 inclusive
of post. A portion of this goes to ICS/UK, the rest to the Center.

The Churchill Center made both these books possible by purchasing a quantity of
the Guide while underwriting much of the Symposium that produced Peacemaker.
Between these two books, eleven authors have now been published in what are as much
Churchill Center publications as Finest Hour or the Churchill Proceedings.

WORKING ON A CHURCHILL BOOK?
One of The Churchill Center's primary goals is to help implement publication of

worthwhile Churchill Studies without getting into the act of publishing itself. These new
books have furnished us with models and experience for future projects. We are laying
plans for more books based on our symposia, and working with people who have
approached us with other book projects. We will announce these titles as soon as arrange-
ments are locked up. (See the report opposite for more details.)

The Center has adopted publishing guidelines which outline how we approach these
projects. The first step is for the author to circulate his or her book proposal to publish-
ers. If the book is accepted without our involvement, we cheer; if not, we consider ways
by which we might help get a desirable book into print. We like to see commercial or aca-
demic publication, because either produces books with large scale distribution that is
beyond our own resources. If you are an author with a Churchill book project, I will be
happy to send you the CC's guidelines and samples of book proposals to publishers.

BARRY GOLDWATER
For the frontispiece of his photography book, People and Places, Barry Goldwater

chose a photo he'd taken of President Kennedy, whom he had expected to run against in
1964. (They'd even discussed making joint debate appearances, using the same airplane.)
The inscription read: "To Barry Goldwater, whom I urge to follow the career for which
he has shown much talent—photography! From his friend - John Kennedy." Their
friendship despite deep political differences was a Churchillian characteristic of each.

In 1964 I cast my first Presidential vote for Goldwater, knowing it was in vain, sick at
heart over the smears of that campaign, and the way he had handled them. But I will
never forget his earlier, electric words, "Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice,"
which I classified with those of John Kennedy: "Let every nation know, whether it wishes
us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support
any friend, oppose any foe, in order to assure the survival and the success of liberty." Now
we deplore the absence of figures like them, the one so graceful, the other so genuine; but
in so doing we forget that the world has changed. And that we, too, have changed.

We all know what John Kennedy said about Winston Churchill, when declaring him
an honorary American citizen. On this subject Barry Goldwater profoundly agreed.
"Winston Churchill is one of the people on my list of the truly great," Goldwater wrote
to me eight years ago. "And I can assure you, that's a damn short list."

Rest in peace, Senator.
RICHARD M. LANGWORTH, EDITOR
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Churchill Center Report: Summer 1998

"We may allow ourselves a Drier period or rejoicing

Churchill Center Endowment Hits $1,053,291

This summer we thought it appropriate to send a small lapel
pin to the Churchill Center Associates listed below, who

have brought us to where we are today. An accompanying letter

77

read as follows:
"As a Churchill Center Associate

you should be among the first to
know that our endowment has now
exceeded one million dollars. Given
our small numbers, this is an impres-
sive achievement which will encourage
other members to become Associates
and provide powerful evidence to the
major financial backers we will be
approaching this autumn, as to what
we have already accomplished on our
own. The present amount is not
insignificant: by the end of 2000 it
will total over $600,000 cash and over
$400,000 in further pledges or
bequests. Pursuant to our goals, this
principal will never be touched, but
carefully invested to produce income
that will guarantee the continuance of
our work forever.

"The Endowment is separate
from our operating funds, and our
operating expenses have never been
met solely by annual subscriptions.
Accordingly, our Annual Report will
also be accompanied by the traditional
Heritage Fund appeal, for donations
that help underwrite our day-to-day
expenses. Also included in the package
will be Churchill Proceedings 1994-
1995, a book containing all the
addresses delivered at ICS and Churchill Center functions during
those years. A later edition will cover the same material for 1996-

1997.
"The gratitude of our Governors, Trustees and members to

you for your powerful aid can never be properly expressed; but
we hope these exiguous tokens of thanks will represent their
appreciation to you as co-creator of a unique institution."

While thanking our Associates, we must also thank our over
600 founding members in America, Canada, Britain and many
other countries, who thought enough of our plans to get the

Winston Churchill Associates
International Churchill Society, USA

The Churchill Center
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew B. Wills
Mr. & Mrs. Parker H. Lee, HI
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Center off the ground three years ago; and our 3000 members
worldwide, whose regular renewals and many contributions sus-
tain all these efforts. We could not do it without you. All of

you. In any organization depending
heavily on volunteers and donations,
inevitably some can do more than oth-
ers, but the work of the few could not
be sustained without the support of
the many. Thank-you.

MOVING RIGHT ALONG
Eighteen months ago, The

Churchill Center was so extended with
seminars, symposia and book projects
already authorized that its Board
instructed its Governors to avoid
encouraging the many people with
book projects, scholarship needs or
other worthy Churchill Studies pro-
jects in the hope of our assistance. We
stalled, worried that anything as ambi-
tious as this major new enterprise
might be beyond our capacity.

Our position has since improved
considerably. The initial success of our
endowment campaign has greatly
encouraged us. We have started in a
modest way to offer scholarships, for
two students enrolled in the Centre for
Second World War Studies, University
of Edinburgh. We have organized the
first Churchill Lecture, by Ambassador
Raymond Seitz, in Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia on November 6th. We have
commissioned editorial work on three

new books: papers from our two 1996 symposia ("Churchill and
the Postwar Years" and the Fulton Speech 50th Anniversary) and
a new edition of The River War incorporating both the original
1899 and revised 1902 texts, exhaustively annotated to indicate
which parts were 1899 and which were revisions. James Mullers
editorial work on die latter is nearly complete and publishing
concepts have been approved by the Churchill literary interests; it
remains only to find a publisher. A fourth book began with our
May 1996 symposium in England: "Churchill's Life of Marlbor-
ough," about which more overleaf continued >»
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Churchill Center Report, continued

GESTATION OF THE CONNOISSEUR'S GUIDE
Six years ago the Directors of the International Churchill

Society, USA asked Richard Langworth to produce a guide to
Churchill's books similar to previous ICS booklets, such as Dou-
glas Russell's Orders and Decorations of Sir Winston Churchill, John
Woods's The Boer Conspiracy and the Churchill Conover Corre-
spondence. With the press of other business the project was repeat-
edly postponed—fortunately, as it turned out. In 1996, the
author secured the interest of Brassey's (UK) Ltd. in publishing
die work as a book, provided that The Churchill Center would
assist by buying a quantity of books hot off the press. Instead of
producing a smaller booklet, at considerable expense, which
would circulate mainly to members, we ended up with a much
better deal: the Center recoups most of its investment through
sales of the book to members, who benefit through a special 25%
discount off the regular price, and the book is simultaneously
available to the public through the retail book trade.

The formula by which the Guide was produced provides a
pattern for future, desirable book projects which might otherwise
be of marginal interest to publishers. The cost to the Center of a
hardbound book turned out to be much less than an ICS book-
let; by mid-August the Center had already recouped a third of its
investment in copies; and commercial publication gave the book
a circulation we couldn't have achieved on our own.

This success would not have been possible without the
response of members who advance-ordered over 150 copies, even
when die price appeared to be much higher. We are very grateful
to all who bought (and are buying) copies, and hope you will be
as pleased by the product as you will be with the lower price.

WINSTON CHURCHILL'S LIFE OF MARLBOROUGH
The most comprehensive symposium ever undertaken by

The Churchill Center brought fifteen renowned authorities from
Britain, Canada and the United States to the Spencer-Churchill
Conference Room, Blenheim Palace, to discuss, dissect, debate,
criticize, praise and ponder Marlborough: His Life and Times, the
biography Leo Strauss called "the greatest historical work written
in our century, an inexhaustible mine of political wisdom and
understanding." About fifty members and friends of the
Churchill Center and Societies attended all or some phase of the
events, including a finale dinner on May 16th with the Duke and
Duchess of Marlborough, Lady Soames and Celia Sandys, where
our good friends Pol Roger Champagne kindly donated the liba-
tion. Our after-dinner speaker was Sir Martin Gilbert, who
stepped back for a broad retrospective of the subject on which he
has spent much of his adult life. Programmes, which contain
abstracts of the papers and descriptions and photos of the sym-
posiasts, are available free from the editor upon request.

Our able "symposiarch," Piers Brendon, Keeper of the
Archives at Churchill College Cambridge, kept discussions mov-
ing and rescued diem on die few occasions where diey lagged.
Although he did not write a paper himself, Dr. Brendon obvious-
ly had read diem all in advance, and was ready widi penetrating

Blenheim, May 16th. L-R: Piers Brendon, Morton Frisch, James Jones, David Stafford,
Seth Cropsey, Paul Rahe, Geoffrey Treasure, Robert Eden, John Mather, Melissa Lane,
James Muller, William Speck, Stephen Webb, PaulAlkon, Barry Gough. Photo byJ.P-

insights, keen critiques and humorous asides which animated the
symposiasts and kept the audience riveted. Here are some
excerpts from the abstracts:

William Speck, Professor of Modem History, Leeds University:

"To make die Duke recognizable to twentieth century readers,
Churchill strove to present the historical context in modern
terms. For example, he persistently called the Spanish Nether-
lands 'Belgium.' He presented Louis XT/ as a threat to the liber-
ties in Europe in much the same way that the Kaiser had been
and as Hider was becoming. The result was that Churchill identi-
fied himself more and more with his hero."

Kirk Emmert, Professor of Political Science, Kenyon College,

Ohio: "The dominant dieme is the centrality and supremacy of
politics. The theme is vital to Churchill's measured defence of
Marlborough and is the major lesson his work teaches to his
politically uneducated and disengaged countrymen. Churchill
demonstrates Marlboroughs awareness of the intrinsic superiority
of political purposes and virtues deriving from their connection
to individual and national well-being."

Barry M. Gough, Professor of History, WilfridLaurier Univer-

sity, Ontario: "British maritime ascendancy secured Gibraltar and
Minorca during die War of Spanish Succession and established a
British presence in the Mediterranean diat lasted three centuries.
Queen Anne's war at sea dius demonstrates die crystallization of a
policy that served Britain well into the twentieth century and
even into die Cold War."

Geoffrey Treasure, History Master (retired), Harrow School: "As

biography Marlborough is grand, compelling and irreplaceable. As
a history of die times, inevitably, it is flawed. Especially this is true
of Churchill's treatment of France....My paper suggests ways in
which the balance can be restored. To do Louis and his ministers
justice is in no way to reduce the stature of Churchill's hero.
Rather, it enhances the significance of his achievement."

John H. Mather, M.D., Assistant Inspector General, U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs: "Marlborough lived when medical
knowledge was based on strong beliefs about the origin and cure
for disease and injury. He was exposed to maladies, common in
large armies, but avoided all the serious infectious diseases. His
avoidance of personal trauma and his support for the reparative
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needs of his troops are a comment on his own good fortune and
his serious commitment to the welfare of his armies."

James W. Muller, Professor and Chairman, Dept. of Political
Science, University of Alaska, Anchorage: "Churchill's biographical
masterpiece is a tragic story which shows the extent and the limits
of human power. We see in Churchill's portrait the power of a
great commander to shape the course of human history. Yet
Marlborough was unable to prevent his own fall, nor did he con-
template his limits with the same philosophic interest that
Churchill shows as a biographer."

David A. T. Stafford, Visiting Fellow, Institute for Advanced
Studies in the Humanities, University of Edinburgh: "Churchill's
use of secret service while he was prime minister is now legendary,
but he had long experience of all forms of intelligence long before
1940. This is apparent in his biography of Marlborough, where
he is the first biographer to highlight this particular dimension of
his hero's strategy; it contains many references to secret service,
secret agents, and deception. None of them is very full, but his
account stands up well to what specialists have later learned about
intelligence and its use by armies of the eighteenth century."

Paul K Alkon, Leo S. Bing Professor of English, University of
Southern California, Los Angeles: 'The book's literary merits can be
reassessed by considering the narrative methods Churchill adopts
to achieve his announced intention to recall this great shade from
the past.' Churchill warns against the distortions inherent in ret-
rospective narration; his combination of Boswellian and Richard-
sonian narrative techniques partly succeeds in bringing Marlbor-
ough forward as a living and intimate presence. But the book
endures by its success in bringing us even closer to its narrator."

Paul A. Rahe, Jay P. Walker Professor and Chairman, Dept. of
History, University ofTulsa: "That Winston Churchill was award-
ed the Nobel Prize for Literature might, with some justice, be
attributed to his statesmanship. But it would be an error to deny
that he had earned such recognition as a writer. The life he wrote
concerning his renowned ancestor bears comparison with the his-
tories of Thucydides, Hume, Gibbon and Macauley. The under-
standing that Churchill formed while writing this biography sus-
tained him through the travails of the late 1930s and 1940s."

Stephen Saunders Webb, Professor of History, Syracuse Univer-
sity, New York: "The life of Marlborough is Whig history. It mis-
takes Parliament for politics and Europe for the world. America is
absent from the life, although evidence of the importance of the
Empire to the builder of Blenheim filled the Palace archives.
Because Churchill did relatively little research, compilation of
conceptualization for the life, it did little to give life to the Ameri-
can empire that owed so much to Marlborough."

Robert Eden, Professor of History and Politics, Hillsdale College,
Michigan: "Today, Churchill's natural audience must learn about
Churchill and World War II from historians, most of whom can-
not find or make the time to read Marlborough. The book stands
in a certain tension with that context. Even well-informed scholars
and statesmen, who are persuaded of the book's relevance for
understanding Churchill's wartime statesmanship, find themselves
embarrassed and perplexed by Churchill's biography."

James R Jones, Emeritus Professor of History, University of East
Anglia: "The problems which Marlborough had to overcome in
persuading his allies to adopt a defensive strategy, in coordinating
their campaigns, and in maintaining allied unity in the later states
of a victorious war when they were no longer afraid of the enemy,
have intrinsic similarities to those which Churchill himself was to
encounter. Churchill learned from Marlborough the vital impor-
tance of establishing mutual confidence with allied leaders in
order to maintain the unity of purpose necessary to win the war."

Seth Cropsey, Chairman, Dept. of Democratic Decision Mak-
ing, George C. Marshall Center College of Strategic Studies: "The
obstacles that members of the Grand Alliance offered to its collec-
tive success, and the leadership that Marlborough displayed in
overcoming them, are a better model for thinking about alliances
today than the Anglo-American alliance of World War II, in
which the major partners were in large agreement; or NATO,
which did not fight to win the Cold War; or the Desert Storm
coalition, which was political rather than military."

Melissa S. Lane, University Assistant Lecturer in the Faculty of
History, University of Cambridge: "This paper explores the forms
of reasoning about peacemaking in the period 1708-10 as
described by Churchill in Volume IV of Marlborough. It is in part
a philosophical exploration of some notions on which Churchill's
historiography draws: for example, Marlborough's willingness to
accept a reward is analyzed in order to explore the difference
between reward and bribe from the standpoint of an agent."

Morton J. Frisch, Professor of Political Science, Northern Illi-
nois University: "Churchill's biography is as close as he ever comes
to writing a manual for statesmen. By pointing to what he sees as
Marlborough's cautiousness in the peace negotiations of 1709,
Churchill draws our attention to the core of his own political
thought. Churchill rejects caution, which he believes considerably
lowers the status of statesmanship."

The Marlborough Symposium owes its success to many
people besides Piers Brendon and the symposiasts quoted above:
the Duke of Marlborough, who attended one of the sessions and
with the Duchess the concluding dinner; Bill Gunn and Pol
Roger UK for the fine Champagne; academic chairman James
Muller for the recruitment of symposiasts, organization of papers
and editing of programme; Parker Lee for preliminary arrange-
ments; and general manager John Plumpton, who worked tire-
lessly to pull together complicated travel and transportation
requirements, to produce the outstanding catering at Wroxton
College and Blenheim, and to assure that everything went off in
timely fashion. On the surface it might be supposed that John
was treated to a wonderful junket to England. Those who were
present know there wasn't a moment from dawn to dark that he
wasn't working full-time for the success of the operation.

To make them more widely available to teachers and stu-
dents, papers delivered at this Symposium are later be published
as a book. Now indeed the real work begins for our symposiasts:
refining their papers for that book, based on the points that were
made around the table. We are sure that we will be pleased and
proud with the book that eventually results. $
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QUOTE OF THE SEASON

"I have noticed...a tendency...to hush everything up, to make everything look as fair as
possible, to tell what is called the official truth, to present a version of the truth which

contains about 75% of the actual article....all the ugly facts are smoothed and var-
nished over, rotten reputations are propped up, and officers known as incapable are
allowed to hang on and linger in their commands in the hope that at the end...they

may be shunted into private life without a scandal."
WSC, House of Commons, 12 March 1901

HOMONYMS...
...are words that sound alike but spelled
(spelt) differently. What do you call
words which sound different but are
spelled alike? Let us know, because in
1999 we have two events in Bath: one in
Bath, Maine (launch of USS Winston S.
Churchill, 17 April); and Baaahth, Eng-
land (16th International Churchill Con-
ference, 22-25 July). More below...

VIVE LA GREECE
NEW YORK, JULY 15TH— Winston Churchill
has passed Kemal Ataturk in the "lead-
ers and statesmen" category in the on-
going Time magazine Internet poll for
people of the century. Apparently,
Ataturk's surge (FH 97 pp 8-9) was
prompted by Turkish newspaper urg-
ings; the Greeks got wind of this, and
voted en masse for Winston Churchill. If
Onassis were still around he could have
just bought Time.

OMDURMAN COVER
SUDAN, TEXAS, SEPTEMBER 2ND— Church i l l

Center commemorative cover #51,
marking the 100th anniversary of the
Battle of Omdurman and Churchill's
charge with the 21st Lancers, was issued
here today: another gem by covers man-
ager Dave Marcus to follow his
"Malakand" cover, posted from Pak-
istan in March. On this one, the "Sudan"
postmark is applied to the U.S. 1965
Churchill commemorative and 1948
"Rough Riders" commemorative. The
latter is ideal, since it says nothing about
Teddy Roosevelt and depicts a mounted
cavalryman. The cachet design is based
on Bud Bradshaw's Omdurman print on
the cover of FH 77.

Commemorative covers are free but
you must ask to be put on the mailing
list. If you are not on the list, you may

obtain cover #51 for $3 or £2 postpaid
airmail from Dave Marcus, 3048 Van
Buskirk Circle, Las Vegas NV 89121. To
be added to the list, include your cur-
rent FH mailing label. Congratulations
to Dave, who has been turning out these
fascinating covers since 1970.

TURNOVER
LONDON, MAY 20TH— The talk around
town is that the year-old Labour Gov-
ernment wishes to do away with heredi-
tary peers in the House of Lords.
(Churchill, with Lloyd George an early
advocate of curbing the Lords, referred
to the Upper House in 1911 as "one-
sided, hereditary, unpurged, unrepre-
sentative, irresponsible, absentee.") But
there is greater turnover in the House of
Lords (from superannuation) than there
is in the United States House of Repre-
sentatives (where 99% of the incum-
bents who ran for office were returned
in the last election). Makes us wonder
who the hereditary peers are.

ICS/UK FORGES CLOSER
LINKS WITH MEMORIAL TRUST
LONDON, MAY 14TH— Discussions with Sir
Henry Beverley, Director General of the
Winston Churchill Memorial Trust,
have produced closer ties between the
International Churchill Society of the
U.K. and the Trust. The two organisa-
tions have identifiable common threads.
The Trust uses the words, "to follow his
[WSC's] inspiration," whilst the Society
uses the words, "to inspire and educate
future generations through the works
and example of Sir Winston Churchill."
The principal difference is that the Trust
specialises in awarding Fellowships for
overseas projects covering a wide vari-
ety of subjects; whereas the Society is
more narrowly defined with two main

complementary strands, educational
and historical.

The Winston Churchill Memorial
Trust is a living tribute to Sir Winston,
whose life and example are the inspira-
tion. He died in 1965 and many thou-
sands of people, in respect for his
inspired leadership, gave generously to
a public subscription to fund Travelling
Fellowships. These enable men and
women from all walks of life and every
corner of the UK to acquire knowledge
and experience abroad. In the process,
they gain a better understanding of the
lives and different cultures of people
overseas and, on their return, their effec-
tiveness at work, as well as their contri-
bution to the community, are enhanced
greatly. All British citizens are eligible
for the 100 or so annual awards;
Churchill Fellows can be of any age, and
any occupation. Everyone has an equal
chance; a lack of qualifications is not a
bar to an award as every application is
judged on the worth of the individual
and the relative merit of the project.

The 1999 categories include fellow-
ships for projects in animal welfare,
small business, teaching and education,
community health, science and technol-
ogy, adventure and exploration, urban
design, rural planning and develop-
ment, projects requiring travel to a
European Union country, problems of
ageing and—most significantly to us—
"A project in the Field of History."

ICS/UK members, or anyone
known to members, who would like to
apply for a Churchill Fellowship in "A
project in the Field of History" would
receive consideration with all other
applicants. They are advised to apply
for a fellowship in a history project
specifically related to a historical aspect
of Churchill's life. 23 October 1998 is the
closing date for application forms. For a
brochure and an application form, send
a self-addressed envelope (22cm x
11cm) to: The Winston Churchill Memo-
rial Trust, 15 Queen's Gate Terrace, Lon-
don SW7 5PR, telephone (0170) 584
9315, fax (0171) 581 041, E-mail
ofice@wcmt.org.uk. Or visit the Trust's
website at http://www.wcmt.org.uk.
-Nigel Knocker
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THE CHURCHILL CALENDAR
Local event organizers arc welcome to send entries for this calendar; owing to our quarterly schedule, however, we need copy at least three months in advance.

1998
5-8 November: Fifteenth International Churchill Conference, Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia

27-29 November: "Churchill's Secret War" Symposium, Royal Armouries, Leeds, England
1999

2 April: Annual General Meeting, ICS/UK, Cabinet War Rooms, London
17 April: Launch of USS Winston S. Churchill, DDG81, Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine

22-25 July: Sixteenth International Churchill Conference, Bath, Somerset
26 July-10 August: "Churchill's South Africa" Tour, Capetown to Pretoria

24-26 September: Theme Conference, "Churchill & Eisenhower at Gettysburg," Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
2000

14-17 September: Seventeenth International Churchill Conference, Anchorage, Alaska
2001

14 February: Centenary of Churchill's Entry into Parliament Autumn: Eighteenth International Churchill Conference
2003

Twentieth International Churchill Conference and 50th Anniversary of the Bermuda Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda

IT'S OFFICIAL: THE NAME IS
USS WINSTON S, CHURCHILL
BATH, MAINE, JUNE 26TH— Bath Iron Works
President Allan Cameron and Vice Pres-
ident for AEGIS Programs John Mason
advised today that the middle initial
"S." has officially been added to the
name of DDG81, the guided missile
destroyer to be launched here in April
1999. The lack of the "S.," which Sir
Winston always used, was brought to
our attention by a member of ICS/UK,
Armido I. Valori of Norwich, England,
and endorsed by Ambassador Paul
Robinson. Family approval was secured
by Secretary of the Navy John Dalton.

We are grateful to Messrs. Cameron

ERRATUM, FH 98
Page 25: John David Marshall

informs us that apparently the famous
exchange ("Winston, if I were your wife
I'd put poison in your coffee"/"Nancy,
if I were your husband I'd drink it") is
not something that occurred between
Astor and F. E. Smith, as we stated. See
The Glitter and the Gold by Consuelo Van-
derbilt Balsan (1953, pl62), who says the
exchange occurred at Blenheim Palace
when her son was host. Christopher
Sykes, said to have made the correction
crediting F.E. Smith, confirms Balsan's
version in his Nancy: The Life of Lady
Astor (Harper & Row, 1972, pl27): "It
sounds like an invention but is well
authenticated. [Churchill] and the Astors
were staying with Churchill's cousin, the
Duke of Marlborough, at Blenheim
Palace," where WSC and Nancy had
"argued ferociously all weekend."

and Mason for kindly welcoming our
editor and his family to the historic
shipyard, where DDG81 is already tak-
ing shape. A member wrote us saying
WSC's name should have been used on
a larger U.S. Navy vessel. The only larg-
er ones still being built are aircraft carri-
ers, and not many of those. At 509 feet
overall, this is a vessel to which enemies
will give a wide berth.

Winston S. Churchill will break new
ground for her class by her long-range
5-inch gun (more range and accuracy
than any battleship), upgraded display
consoles, and a few other cutting-edge
enhancements. She will certainly be the
"best of the best" when she sets to sea.
We believe Sir Winston would be more
than pleased with his namesake's tech-
nical wizardry and, if taken along on tri-
als, would undoubtedly insist on pop-
ping off a few practice rounds.

Lerft: Fred Koch, FH's Bath cor-
respondent, attended the keel-
laying on May 7th. Fred writes:
"this is the actual ship section,
called the 'keel,' that was laid
upon the building ways for the
ceremony."

We have issued a
complimentary member-
ship to Churchill's designat-
ed captain, Cdr. M. T.
Franken, who informs us
that DDG81 will be ported
in Norfolk, Virginia, "good
news for the thousands of
crew members who will
one day call the ship
home." Visits to Britain

will occur "whenever feasible ...for years
to come."

Cdr. Franken has also settled on a
motto for the ship's crest: "In War: Reso-
lution; In Peace: Good Will."

The launch date is tentatively Satur-
day 17 April 1999, with Lady Soames
present. Members are invited, so hold
the date! Note, however, that there is
some agitation for 24 April, the 50th
Anniversary of NATO. In that case the
launch will probably be attended by
very senior officials indeed, but there's a
hitch. Tides in Bath, ten miles up the
Kennebec, are critical, and vessels this
large have to be launched at peak-high
lest they end up stuck on a mudbank!
So nature, not officialdom, may play the
governing hand. Our man in Bath, Fred
Koch, USN (Ret.), will keep us informed
of developments, -RML

CONTINUED OVERLEAF >»
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LIBRARY GIFTS
BLENHEIM PALACE, MAY 16TH— The Chur-

chill Center is most grateful to Mr. Gor-
don Bloor of Bath, Somerset, who very
kindly donated a first edition of Win-
ston Churchill's first book, The Story of
the Malakand Field Force, to benefit The
Churchill Center. Many other members
have donated books to The Churchill
Center library, including former ICS,
Canada chairman Celwyn Ball and
Edwin Russell of New York, a brother-
in-law of The Duke of Marlborough.
The Center library will comprise all edi-
tions of all Churchill books in all lan-
guages, including fine archival copies
and reading copies for loan or reference.

Donated books are professionally
appraised and we can furnish appraisals
to donors for tax purposes. We do not
guarantee that all donated books will be
retained; inevitably there will be dupli-
cates and these must be sold to allow
acquisition of books we don't have, or
given to other worthy libraries. All book
donors will be acknowledged in these
pages, and their names will one day
appear on a plaque on the library wall.

McMENAMIN TO "A.T.D."
"INSIDE THE JOURNALS" REVIVES
TORONTO, JULY 31ST— Senior Editor John
Plumpton, who replaced Dal Newfield
as author of "Action This Day" in Finest
Hour 37 after Dai's death in 1982, pub-
lishes his last column in Finest Hour 100.
He will be replaced by Michael McMe-
namin, a skilled writer and organizer of
the member meetings in Cleveland,
Ohio. John Plumpton will now revive
"Inside the Journals," our important but
lately absent column of abstracts of
Churchill articles in periodicals. He will
be assisted by a second contributor,
Tom Reinehr. Readers who spot
Churchill articles in the periodicals
should send copies either to John
(address on page 2) or to Tom at 12415
W. Monte Vista Rd Avondale, AZ 85323
(e-mail tomreinehr@uswest.net).

Our deepest thanks to John for his
seventy-four successive columns. He is
one of those writers editors dream
about, sending us exactly the right num-
ber of words, beautifully expressed, vir-
tually camera-ready, well before dead-
line, every single time. -RML

FRENCH RESISTANCE
PARIS, MAY 12TH— Brian Reeve, a busi-
nessman who started campaigning for
the first Churchill statue in France after
the British honoured de Gaulle with a
£300,000 bronze in central London, says
he has raised only £35,000 of the
£200,000 anticipated cost of the sculptor
Jean Cardot's 11 ft. bronze and was
expecting in May to borrow from banks
to pay the second of three installments
due. "If the worst comes to the worst, I
shall just have to stand in front of the
statue with a hat," Reeve says. The stat-
ue is to be unveiled on the Avenue Win-
ston Churchill near the Champs-Elysees
on Armistice Day, 11 November. Reeve
has received hundreds of enthusiastic
and moving letters from French veter-
ans and a substantial donation from
Champagne Pol Roger, although he
admits to receiving "a few nasty notes"
from Frenchmen who still bear a grudge
over Dunkirk (why? British ships res-
cued thousands of poilus, at great risk)
and over the Royal Navy's attack on the
French fleet at Mers el-Kebir when
Churchill feared French ships would fall
into German hands. Reeve says these
controversies are beside the point: "If it

Left: The Churchill bronze with sculptor Jean
Cardot and ex-Premier Pierre Messmer.
Photograph by Michael Ginies.

hadn' t been for Churchill at Yalta,
France would have been put under an
allied government after the war. It
wouldn't be France at all. I'm convinced
that the French feel great gratitude....It's
just a question of working away at the
fund-raising."

DOWN THE RIVER
LONDON, 15 JULY— Sotheby's "Political
Sale" offered the greatest selection of
Churchilliana ever assembled in a single
salesroom. Among the highlights: two
paintings, "Blue Grass, La Capponcina"
(Coombs 471) and "Garden Scene at
Breccles" (Coombs 54), £84,000 and
£45,500 respectively; a gold cigar case
presented by Onassis, £44,300; "the Vic-
tory Watch," an inscribed gold watch
presented to Churchill in 1945, £26,450;
one of Churchill's black top hats,
£25,300; Churchill's own Proclamation
of his honorary U.S. Citizenship £18,400;
his despatch box when he was Minister
of Munitions, £13,800; his silver cigar
ashtray, hallmarked 1903, £10,350; his
copy of the abridged one-volume Second
World War (Woods A123c) bound in red
morocco, £9,200; a pair of blue velvet
slippers monogrammed "WSC," £6,325;
a "Don Joaquin" cigar box given to
bodyguard Eddie Murray, £2530. Two
maquettes by Oscar Nemon, a 24-inch-
high bronze of the House of Commons
Statue and a 22-inch-high resin bronze
of the Westerham Green statue, brought
£28,750 and £10,925 respectively. I
didn't buy anything but noted with sat-
isfaction a useful hike in the value of a
number of items in my collection, -DJH

SIR DAVID HUNT
LONDON, 31 JULY— Attlee's and
Churchill's private secretary, who
addressed the 1992 Churchill Confer-
ence in England, has died aged 84.
David Wathen Stather Hunt was born
in 1913 and was educated at St
Lawrence College, Ramsgate and
Oxford. In 1938 he enlisted in the Welch
Regiment and served in the Middle
East, Balkans, North Africa and Italy,
being mentioned in despatches three
times and receiving the OBE and the
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U.S. Bronze Star. Emerging from the
war a colonel, he joined the Common-
wealth Relations Office and later
became assistant private secretary to the
Prime Minister in 1950. From 1954 he
served in numerous high positions
abroad, culminating as Ambassador to
Brazil from 1969 to 1973. He achieved
celebrity by winning the BBC television
Mastermind title in 1977 and the Cham-
pion of Champions title in 1982.

When Labour lost the 1951 general
election David Hunt automatically
became a prviate secretary to Winston
Churchill. (Downing Street secretaries
had never been political appointees and
proudly served Prime Ministers of any
party with impartiality.) Sir David
always looked back on that period of his
career with affection and pride. He was
not afraid to stand up to Churchill and
recalled that whilst the latter would
often be indignant at being opposed, he
would usually give way when he
realised he might be wrong. He particu-
larly enjoyed helping Churchill to pre-
pare his speeches, partly because he was
required to intervene if the speech
seemed to stray from the brief, but
mostly because Churchill liked to have
an audience and David Hunt delighted
in being it.

Sir David was a droll speaker with
wonderful memories of the two Prime
Ministers, telling us in 1992 that it was
difficult to get close to Churchill, whom
he served under principal private secre-
tary David Pitblado. One evening Hunt
thought he'd cracked it. When he men-
tioned that he had just attended his own
birthday dinner party, the PM congratu-
lated him warmly and said, "We must
have a drink together." Then, summon-
ing a messenger, he said, "Get Mr. Pit-
blado a whisky and soda." -DJH

JAMES W. WIMMER, JR.
MADISON, WISCONSIN, IUNE 22ND— F o r

twenty-five years, at the close of the
annual "Other Other Club" dinner in
Madison, club founder Jim Wimmer
would rise to deliver the eulogy for Sir
Winston Churchill, who co-founded
"The Other Club" in London when an
established club gave him the order of
the boot. Each eulogy was the same,
except for a few minor alterations Jim

AROUND AND ABOUT

O ur pages can't keep up with everything that's happening in the Churchill world in the
detail we'd like; we offer these briefs from cuttings received from news editor John

Frost. We will run expanded articles at the request of readers and as space permits. -Ed.
Over 200 people now booked at 15th Intl. Churchill Conference, November

5-8th; keep 'em coming!....Great Britain spending £1.3 million to renovate its dilap-
idated but historic embassy in central Tehran, where the Big Three met in
1943....Public Record Office at Kew released thick dossier detailing a 1944 British
plot to kill Hitler, authorised by Eden and apparently approved by WSC....
Churchill's Cabinet kept down costs of the 1953 Coronation because Britain was
still on austerity, it was revealed in June....Lady Churchill was so angered by
David McFall's statue of WSC (the last from life, erected at Woodford, 1959) that
she wrote him saying it was "a caricature"; the letter was sold by Sotheby's in
July....The Armenian distillery whose brandy, sent by Stalin, was said to be
Churchill's favourite, has been sold to Pernod-Ricard....Angry reaction over St.
Paul's Cathedral's plan to build huge altar over the brass plaque marking where
Churchill lay in State in 1965: "We will mark the spot even though it is covered,"
retorts St. Paul's Chancellor John Halburton....Still picking favourites: Time maga-
zine lists Churchill, Hitler, Mao and Thatcher in a 20-strong list of century's most
influential "leaders and revolutionaries." List includes Ayatollah Khomeini,
among other ringers....A Churchill film based on WSC's diaries, speeches and let-
ters has been commissioned for the first time by his family; Lady Soames is a con-
sultant to the project so we can count on it "keeping the memory green and the
record accurate"; Anthony Hopkins is leading contender for starring role....Bill
Brooks, WSC's Communist opponent in the 1950 election, has died at 87: Bill gar-
nered 827 votes to Churchill's 37,239....Churchill adhered to the notion that one
should sleep along a north-south line, says the Daily Mail, pointing to his bed in
the Cabinet War Rooms, which faces due north....Edwina Sandys threw open her
SoHo studio in New York City, selling a huge collection of accumulated
lithographs, including two of Sir Winston (she wisely made prints of these; one
will be available at Williamsburg Conference, where Edwina will join us with her
husband, Richard Kaplan)....The Great War Society is committed to the study of
the First World War and subsequent events, with large concentrations of members
in New York City and Dallas/Ft. Worth: PO Box 4585, Stanford CA 94309 (e-mail
greatwar@verio.com)....The Winston Churchill Foundation has awarded eleven
American students with fellowships of $25,000 for study next year at Churchill
College Cambridge....At 50, Nicholas Soames, MP says he's "quietened down"
(we hope not); but he's still a joy on the subject of Food, the Ministry of which he
once adorned: "Unfortunately, nowadays there's this awful Labour puritanism
which is hell on wheels. If they really want one to eat bat's droppings and fizzy
water, I'm not their man." M>

would make to be sure fellow members
were still listening after a long night of
wine, cigars and frozen vodkas. Long
and boisterous applause would follow,
not for the speech but for the man who
gave it.

Born in Portage and raised in Wis-
consin Dells, Jim was a lobbyist and a
Democrat who, like Churchill, under-
stood the need for cordiality with the
opposition. Recently he became an ally
of and advisor to Republican Governor
Tommy Thompson, as he had been ear-
lier to Democrat Governor Gaylord Nel-

son. He died aged only 62, from compli-
cations of a fall he suffered at his home
while cleaning up after an auction for
one of his many charities. He fell back-
wards down a flight of stairs and never
regained consciousness.

Jim Wimmer was never elected to
anything, but his advice was valued by
those who were. He understood power
but aspired never to abuse it. Mainly he
knew what it meant to be a contributing
citizen in a free society.
-Thomas W. Still, Wisconsin State Journal

CONTINUED OVERLEAF >»
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DR. LARRY DAVIDSON
FULTON, MISSOURI, JUNE 20TH— President
Emeritus Larry Davidson, 89, died in a
tragic automobile accident. "For many
people, Larry Davidson was Westmin-
ster College," said College President
James Traer. "Larry was involved with
the College up to the very end. He will
be deeply missed by scores of current
and past students, faculty and friends."
Davidson served as President of West-
minster from May 1955 to June 1973, the
longest tenure of any Westminster Col-
lege president. Among Churchillians he
will be remembered as the President
responsible for the acquisition and
transfer of the Church of St. Mary,
Aldermanbury, originally located in
London, to Fulton. The church was ded-
icated in May, 1969 and serves as the
main building of the Winston Churchill
Memorial and Library.

Born in Dover, Delaware in 1909,
Robert L.D. Davidson received his A.B.
degree from Dickinson College in 1931.
He later received the M.A. and Ed.D.
degrees in history from Temple Univer-
sity in Philadelphia. He served in World
War II, attaining the rank of Lieutenant
Commander in the U.S. Navy. On 15
June 1971, Dr. Davidson received the
OBE from Her Majesty The Queen.

Davidson began his career as a high
school teacher and administrator. Fol-
lowing World War n, he began his col-
lege teaching career at Temple, where
he rose to the rank of dean. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife, Lois, who
died in December 1997. He is survived
by a daughter, a son and three grand-
children.
-Dan Diedriech,

Asst. Vice President, College Relatbns
Westminster College

1999 Conference & South Africa Tour
CHURCHILL CONFERENCE XVI
BATH, SOMERSET, 22-25 JULY 1999— ICS Unit-
ed Kingdom, which is hosting the 16th
International Churchill Conference on
22-25 July next year, has now completed
its recce's of Bath, the Conference site;
prepared an outline programme; and
confirmed bookings with the very effi-
cient Bath Conference Bureau. The
theme will be "The Emergence of a
Leader," and the programme will be
centred around the turn of the century
to tie in with Churchill's adventures in
South Africa etc. "It all fits together
quite neatly," reports Chairman Nigel
Knocker. "Early days yet though." The
Conference will precede departure of
Churchill's South Africa Tour.

"CHURCHILL'S SOUTH AFRICA"
CAPETOWN, 26 JULY-10 AUGUST 1999— Sir

Winston's granddaughter, Celia Sandys,
and South African member Nicholas
Schofield are hosts of a unique two-
week tour of South Africa during the
Centenary Year of Churchill's adven-
tures there during the Anglo-Boer War.
The tour, to be joined by Lady Soames,
was arranged by Celia and South
African member Nicholas Schofield. It
combines traditional African touring

(game parks, animals, Victoria Falls, a
luxury overnight steam train, the Mount
Nelson Hotel in Capetown) and special-
ized Churchill events, including visits to
all the places made famous in his books,
London to Ladysmith Via Pretoria and Ian
Hamilton's March.

The tour begins in Capetown on
Monday 26 July and costs $5500/£3400
per person based on double occupancy,
plus airfare. Noteworthy are a complete
tour of the Boer War battlefields includ-
ing the site of the armoured train
ambush, Churchill's prison in Pretoria,
and Durban, where he made a speech
following his epic escape. The finale is a
gala dinner with descendants of the
people whom Churchill met in 1899: the
engine driver, the mine operator, the
Oldham man who hid him, the grand-
son of Jan Smuts, former private secre-
tary Elizabeth Nel, and many more. An
official flight from London (returning
from Pretoria) can be booked for
£450/$750 per person, or you may join
the party in Capetown on other flights.
A complete itinerary was mailed with
this issue of Finest Hour; for a copy con-
tact ICS/UK (address on page 2). This
tour is scheduled to follow the Churchill
Conference on 22-25 July.

Recent Events

NEWARK, DELAWARE
OCTOBER 23RD, 1997— Member Thomas M.
Fairchild ably related the story of 1940
to over sixty-five eighth-grade students
at the Independence School here today:
"I sat them at tables each carrying a
placard for a western European country,
reading Churchill's words as Europe
succumbed. As Hitler moved through
Europe (their classroom), I covered each
country placard with an 'Occupied by
the Nazis' sign. After France fell I
switched off the lights and Europe was
dark—except for the 'Britain' placard,
starkly lighted against the dark by a
strategically aimed flashlight. After a
pause I asked them to look closely at the
dimes I had given each of them as they
entered the class.

"A stack of 39 million dimes, each
representing one death caused by WW2,
would reach 31 miles into the sky, as
high as 110 Empire State buildings. I
urged them to remember the souls lost,
and to remember Winston Churchill.
Students were attentive and asked
insightful questions. Several days later,
as I walked with my own children
through the neighborhood for Hal-
loween, a group of teenagers passed me
in the dark and I heard them stop and
say, 'Hey look, it's that Churchill guy.'

"Perhaps they will remember."

WASHINGTON
APRIL 2ND— Williamson Murray, fre-
quent contributor to Military History
Quarterly and a symposiast at The
Churchill Center's 1994 Symposium
"Churchill as Peacemaker," gave a fasci-
nating talk on the newly published
Alanbrooke diaries tonight at the Old
Ebbitt Grill. He also answered many
questions on the complex relationship
between Churchill and "Brookie."

Washington meetings are frequent, var-
ied and always interesting. Contact Ron
Helgemo, 12009 Taliesin Court, Apt 13,
Reston VA 20190, tel. (703) 476-4693.

PHILADELPHIA
APRIL 18TH— Dr. John Mather repeat-
ed his Toronto Conference discussion of
Churchill's health for area members »
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

at No. Ten Downing Street Pub in
Downingtown, outside Philadelphia.

For future meetings contact Richard
Raffauf, 116 Hampshire Road, Reading PA
19608, telephone (610) 777-1653.

BELVOIR CASTLE
LEICESTERSHIRE, MAY 12TH— W i n s t o n S.

Churchill opened the Omdurman Exhi-
bition at Belvoir Castle to mark the
100th Anniversary of the battle. The
exhibit runs through September.

Belvoir (pronounced "bea-ver"),
which established the 17th/21st Lancers
regimental museum in 1964, is the home
of the Duke of Rutland, whose great-
great-great-great-grandfather raised the
21st Dragoons in 1760. That regiment
was restyled the 21st Lancers (Empress
of India's) in 1897. It amalgamated with
the 17th Lancers (Duke of Cambridge's)
in 1922 to become the Queen's Royal
Lancers. The museum has since added
the 16th and 5th Lancers muniments.

Centrepiece of the exhibit is a huge
1899 Adrian Jones oil painting of the
charge at Omdurman, whose sheer size,
says the Duke of Rutland, "makes you
feel you are actually in the charge." A
smaller painting, by G. D. Rowlandson,
graphically depicts the climax of the
charge. A third painting by Bud Brad-
shaw (cover, FH 77) portrays Churchill
on his grey Arab pony. Churchill Stores
has received a new consignment of
prints of this painting; contact Gail
Greenly (address on page 2.)

Other showcases contain letters and
diaries written at the time which give a
remarkable insight into the bloody reali-

BLADON MAY 8TH— The Churchill gravesites have been beautifully restored, and the ground
around them protected from their 20,000 visitors per year, by the Churchill Grave Trust, set up
last year by Sir Winston's family and admirers to fund the £350,000 restoration. Family and
friends gathered at Bladon Churchyard to rededicate the site. Front row, l-r: The Duchess and
Duke of Marlborough, Lady Soames, the Hon. Celia Sandys, Winston S. Churchill, Col. Nigel
Knocker, Mrs. Churchill. Photo courtesy Hello magazine. More photos to follow in EH 100.

ty of hand-to-hand fighting. There is
regimental silver, captured Dervish
swords and spears, a tunic and weapon-
ry of the 21st Lancers. Information pan-
els relate firsthand accounts including
those of Lt. Winston Churchill. A faded
contemporary photo of Churchill, defi-
antly posed hand on hip, shares a show-
case with what for me was one of the
gems of the collection. Bearing in mind
that he was being handsomely paid for
each word he wrote for the Morning Post

Below: the Jones painting, Belvoir Castle

he was dearly ill-inclined to be verbose
in his message to his mother. His tele-
gram, despatched from Nasri at 1835 on
3 September 1898 simply reads: "ALL
RIGHT - WINSTON." DJH

CLEVELAND
SEPTEMBER 22ND— Members held a dinner
tonight for Yvonne Kent, who spoke of
1940 in her address, "Every Man to His
Station." Mrs. Kent is author of a novel
about England during the Blitz entitled,
Don't Say Goodbye. A British war bride,
Yvonne experienced those events first-
hand in her home town of Salisbury.
She moved to Ohio with her husband, a
U.S. Air Force sergeant, in 1946. "Young
people don't know about World War
II," Mrs. Kent says. "It's just not taught;
or it's taught in ways that leave out
what matters. It's important for younger
Americans to hear from those who
experienced the war—everyone can,
because there are eight million veterans
of WW2 still alive in America today."

The next Cleveland meeting is sched-
uled for November 3rd. Contact Alexis at
the office of Michael McMenamin, 1300
Terminal Tower, Cleveland OH 44113, tel.
(216) 781-1212, fax (216) 575-0911. $
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Mary Soames:
"My Parents Talked Politics All the Time7

On the eve of her latest book, Speaking For Themselves,
a collection of her parents7 correspondence, our Patron
remembers what her parents were like up close.
by Ray Connolly

One evening Winston Churchill suggested to Mary,
his youngest daughter, that if she came to the
drawing room before dinner she would see an

Arabian prince. What she saw was Lawrence of Arabia,
then calling himself Aircraftman Shaw, dressed from head
to foot in cream-coloured Arab dress, with a great curved
scimitar at his waist. "Now that was something. He would
arrive at Chartwell on his motorbike, dressed in his Air
Force uniform, when I was about fourteen. My father had
great admiration for him.

"I always had to feed my animals and milk my goats
before I went to school, and on my way back to have
breakfast I would come across him walking on the lawn.
We would have some very courtly conversations, al-
though I don't suppose it can have been very interesting
for him. He had extraordinary blue eyes. I was very un-
happy when he was killed."

To Mary Churchill (who went on to marry Christopher
Soames, her father's parliamentary private secretary, and
is now Lady Soames, Patron of the Churchill Center and
Societies) the walls of Chartwell, the Churchills' country
house in Kent, were very largely the boundaries of her
childhood world. The youngest of the family (Sarah was
eight, Randolph eleven and Diana thirteen when she was
born), she was the one who stayed behind, went to a
nearby day school and rarely went to London.

In some ways her parents were rather distant; certainly
she does not feel that she knew her mother well until they
began going on skiing holidays together when she was

Reprinted by permission, Times Newspapers Ltd., © 1990.

thirteen. "I didn't have a complex about it. I was a very
happy child. I had this wonderful Chartwell childhood. I
knew that mama and papa adored me. Actually I think I
was the most awful spoilt little brat, very precocious, be-
cause I lived almost entirely with grown-ups."

She was born in 1922 on the day her father, against her
mother's wishes, bought Chartwell. She was brought up
largely by her nanny/governess, a cousin of her mother's,
who, she thinks, had the greatest influence on her early
life.

Although Winston Churchill had no deep well of capi-
tal to fall back on, Chartwell employed at least six indoor
servants as well as three or four gardeners. "My mother
always said there should have been more gardeners. Now
that the National Trust has the house there are five. Eat
your heart out, mama."

She was a solitary little girl. Her friends were Doris, the
gardener's daughter ("I saw her the other day, actually")
and Olive, the parlourmaid. Her sister Sarah was her great
heroine. "She was the only one of the children I remember
coming into the nursery. I loved her. Later on I would be
enamoured of all the wonderful young men she would
bring down to play tennis.

"I was in awe of Diana and Randolph, who were away
at boarding school. They were beyond my ken. The first
vision I have of Diana was of her practising her curtsy,
with a dust sheet around her shoulders, in the drawing
room of 11 Downing Street before she was presented."

When her parents were at home, talk of politics gov-
erned the house and the children were never excluded.
"People talked politics all the time. Torrents of it, every
day of my life. In my childlike view of things there were
goodies and baddies. Stanley Baldwin and Neville Cham-
berlain were the baddies." That was later on. As a little
girl she remembers more leisured times, her father end-
lessly working with a retired bricklayer from the village.
Churchill loved bricklaying. Mary never helped for long.
"Have you ever tried handing bricks to someone building
a wall? It's a damn boring way to pass an afternoon."

She would sit and watch him paint, too, but that was
equally boring. "He was very unconceited about his paint-
ings. I can't remember more than one or two being hung

FINEST HOUR 99/14



at Chartwell. When he'd finished a painting he would
bring it in to show us and I would think, 'oh, how clever'
but I had no idea how clever it really was."

In her earlier book, Winston Churchill, His Life As A
Painter, Lady Soames redresses her early lack of apprecia-
tion by tracing her father's work as a painter. "I took it all
very much for granted, as children do. Now, writing this
book, I suddenly realised what an amazing flood tide his
life took in the Thirties. Out of office, but politicking, writ-
ing, journalisting and painting to the full — at the zenith
of his powers. But as a child I didn't think it remarkable. I
suppose I imagined everybody's fathers did all those
things."

The weekdays were ebbtide socially at Chartwell when
the centre of activity moved to the London home, leaving
her to get on with her homework and animals. But at the
weekends and in the parliamentary recesses, the house
would be constantly filled with guests.

"If there was an extra special lunch we would push two
tables together and there would be sixteen or eighteen, but
usually it was just eight or ten of us at a round table. There
would be my parents, Professor Lindemann [professor of
experimental philosophy at Oxford and Churchill's friend
for forty years], Eddie Marsh [another old friend], Bob
Boothby, perhaps, the Duff Coopers came quite often,
Max Beaverbrook, Lord Camrose — oh, all sorts of people,
with nearly always a foundation of family." On one occa-
sion Albert Einstein came to stay, but much more memo-
rable was Charlie Chaplin. City Lights was the first film
she had ever seen.

School at the Manor House, Limpsfield, was quite diffi-
cult at first, as she gravitated naturally towards adults and
was something of a goody-goody. "A quaint, tiresome
child really. And a prig." On top of that, her father's views
were not popular among many of the parents of her
schoolfriends. "I found that puzzling."

As the Thirties went on she became more involved in
her "father's great campaign," and the books he was writ-
ing. "Often, when we were just family for luncheon, my
father would bring a chapter of one of his books in proof
form and read it to my mother."

Only once does she remember questioning her father's
vision, when at the age of about thirteen a Quaker mis-
tress at school, who was a pacifist, suggested she read
Vera Britain's Testament of Youth. It affected her deeply.

As the threat from Hitler grew the ideal of pacifism re-
ceded. "Sometimes people would come to Chartwell, Ger-
mans, at great risk to themselves, and my mother would
say it was not necessary to know their names. I felt out of
touch with my contemporaries because they had no com-
prehension of what was going on in Germany.

"I remember getting very upset at school after Munich,
when we said prayers for Mr. Chamberlain. I had a terri-

ble outburst, saying it would be better if we prayed for the
Czech nation that we had betrayed."

Academically, she thinks she was a plodder who flab-
bergasted the entire family by doing well in her school
certificate. She had a week of euphoria. Then, at seven-
teen, she left school on the day war was declared. She also
left Chartwell.

By now her father's public image was changing to that
of saviour of the nation. At first she went to live at Admi-
ralty House and did Red Cross work, then worked as a
billeting officer in the Women's Voluntary Service. When
she heard that her father had been appointed prime minis-
ter, she cried. Her first sitting room was in 10 Downing
Street, where she would invite schoolfriends to tea. When
she was eighteen she joined the Auxiliary Territorial Ser-
vice.

The change in life could hardly have been more com-
plete. After basic training at Aldermaston, she was posted
to a huge camp in Oswestry for anti-aircraft battery train-
ing, forty to fifty in a barracks, bunks three tiers deep.

She loved it, was two years in the ranks and rose to the
position of sergeant. "My parents were so proud of me.
Then I came down in the world to become an officer cadet
— the lowest form of life in the British army."

For five years she served with ATS, going with her bat-
tery through Belgium and eventually to Hamburg. "It was
a tremendous experience. Yes, I was frightened some-
times. I don't like bangs, but I wanted to be a part of
things. The only difficult times were when one went to a
new unit and people were suspicious. But after a time one
found one's friends.

"To be truthful, as a child I had not really been aware of
great social differences. Obviously I must have realised
some things, I wasn't half-baked, but it didn't impinge
upon my life. I didn't see great contrasts. So it was only
when I went into the army that I fully realised the differ-
ences. But then the army was also a great leveller, particu-
larly because we were all in uniform.

"At one point half of my battery was made up of
tremendous toughies from Liverpool. They were wonder-
ful, with appalling language. I took to it. My own lan-
guage is appalling to this day."

Mary Soames was demobilised in 1945. In 1947 she
married Christopher Soames. Now widowed, she has five
children and seven grandchildren. "I decided early on that
I wasn't going to leave my children as much as my mother
left hers. I remember her coming to see us one day when
the children were playing in the garden and she said,
rather wistfully I thought, T see you have great fun with
your children. I think I missed that.'

"My whole life has been as a daughter and a mother
and a wife. I'm not whingeing about that. Not at all. Actu-
ally I'm extraordinarily proud of it." $
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Personality ol the Oemfairy (5)

&>tr<aiiger 1 t a n Fiction
PATTERNS IN CHURCHILL'S CHARMED LIFE • BY MANFRED WEIDHORN

It would not be far fetched to call Winston
Churchill a genius. He not only lived an un-
commonly rich life but also left a large intel-

lectual legacy. From his brilliant words and
deeds, much may be gleaned about history,
statecraft, diplomacy, war prevention, military
strategy, peacemaking, social justice, the democ-
ratic process, oratory, painting, the range of the © KARSH, OTTAWA

English language, and, not least, the making of
memorable phrases.

What was the secret of his success? Such a question can
never be answered fully, but tentative suggestions are
helpful. Clearly, his numerous achievements were the
products of a rare accord between nature and nurture.
"Nature" refers to the diverse talents he was born with,
and "nurture" refers to the circumstances into which he
was born: circumstances which turned him into a highly
ambitious person compelled to use those very talents.

Without becoming too Freudian, one can say that the
remoteness of his parents from the young Winston left a
void in his sensitive soul; he had to fill that void with ac-
tivities which would teach them that he was worthy of at-
tention after all. The distance maintained by his father
Lord Randolph, a brilliant but erratic politician, was espe-
cially painful: the latter feared his son would become a
"social wastrel" and died just as Winston was beginning
to relate to him man to man. Churchill spent the rest of his
life proving to the ghost of his father that the son was not
a prodigal but a prodigy.

As a fledgling politician, he would "lift again the tat-
tered flag [of his father]...found lying on a stricken field"1

of political battle—and carry it much farther than Ran-
dolph could ever foresee for his son, or dream of doing
himself. In the process, Churchill would justify not only
himself but also his father's aborted career. "I have
striven," Churchill wrote late in life, "to vindicate his mem-

Announced in FH 97 with three initial articles, "Personality of the
Century" is an ongoing series of op-ed pieces designed to qualify
Churchill for Time magazine's designation by the end of the century.
Selected articles will be targeted to op-ed sections of major newspapers
and compiled for presentation next year to the editors of Time. Send
your contribution to the editor. Dr. Weidhorn is Guterman Professor of
English Literature at Yeshiva University and a member of The
Churchill Center academic advisory board.

ory.2 Churchill's moving short story, "The
Dream," is a late record of that complex relation-
ship, as well as, implicitly, a report to his dead
father on the theme of "mission accomplished."
This driven man could never cease proving him-
self.

But nature and nurture do not suffice. Suc-
cess requires that they be joined, and their con-
vergence is due to a third ingredient—luck, i.e.,

being in the right place at the right time. Clement Attlee
said of him, "Winston was supremely lucky, and one of
the most charming things about him is that he never
ceased saying so."

Churchill's greatness is the result not just of the compul-
sive application of his massive intellect to sixty years of
problem solving, but also of a series of events which pro-
jected him into a unique career of having many national
problems to solve. "Luck" means, then, the innumerable
things that happened to him which initially had little to do
with his talents or his striving. In other words, we are awed
by the phenomenon called Churchill in part because his life
is filled with incidents that, were they narrated in a novel,
would beget dismissive remarks about poetic license.

Such a tale is not, up to a point, unprecedented. Most of
the giants of history, good and evil, led lives which sug-
gest that they won the lottery for rising above mediocrity
and oblivion, and therefore led lives in which one can
trace the finger of fate. Subtle thinkers like Dr. Johnson
and Gustave Flaubert have, moreover, asserted that there
is a novel in every human being; even the humblest life
can be dramatized with the proper story-telling approach,
skills and style. Life itself, if duly studied, is so rich that, as
William Blake put it, one can see a world in a grain of
sand. But the Churchill story often reads like an improba-
ble melodrama, even when set beside that of the other his-
torical giants.

Imagine, then, a novel about a fictional character called
Winston S. Churchill. It will of course be long: what used
to be called a Victorian triple decker. For the first melodra-
matic or factitious detail that strikes the reader is the
longevity and continuity of the career. Churchill is just
about the only person to have played a major role in two
world wars. Other individuals similarly involved served
in one of the two wars in a lesser role (Roosevelt, John
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Simon) or a disgraceful role (Petain).
Nor is that all. The beginning of each war—exactly a

quarter century apart—even finds Churchill at the same
desk, as the head of the Navy. It is rather like a stage di-
rection in a play: "Act II: same setting, twenty-five years
later!" A bit far fetched, wouldn't one say?

Churchill's participation in the two wars results in an
unusual repetition of events and situations. Take the de-
feat of the Lloyd George Government in 1922. One of
Churchill's early biographers, "Ephesian" (Bechhofer
Roberts) justly remarks (in 1928):

A General Election followed. The Coalition had
carried England through a period of unparalleled
stress. No single Party and no other political combi-
nation could possibly have achieved the same re-
sults. Yet this very success of its record united its op-
ponents against it. Its merits were forgotten, its
faults exaggerated. In Churchill's case not merely
was dissatisfaction with the Coalition and the gen-
eral irritation of an exhausted people visited upon
his head, but the old fables about his responsibility
at Antwerp and the Dardanelles were brought out
again.3

Substitute the words "General Strike" for "Antwerp
and the Dardanelles" and the entire paragraph could be
applied to the defeat of the Churchill Government in 1945.

Or take Churchill's defeat in the race for a seat in Par-
liament in 1923 and "Ephesian's" comments on it:

But if the issue of the Leicester contest looked unlucky,
it was perhaps really lucky. By his defeat he was saved
from any part in the petty Liberal intrigues which ended
by Mr. Asquith's aiding the Socialist Party.4

This language is remarkably close to that used both by
Churchill himself and by historians about the disguised
blessing of his being kept out of government in the 1930s,
and of his thereby remaining free of the compromises and
derelictions of the Baldwin and Chamberlain administra-
tions.

Finally, consider in that biography this passage on
Anglo-American cooperation in World War I:

Nothing indeed ever pleased him [Churchill]
more than the trust the American Government
placed in him after the United States entered the
War. Whether or not they recognized his blood-rela-
tionship with them, the Americans gave him an un-
precedented free hand. Their praise delighted him5

Again, if the words were applied to World War II—at
least as Churchill presents it in his memoirs—not a sylla-
ble would have to be changed.

Mention of Churchill's war memoirs reminds us that
the uniqueness of his active life is matched by his unique

feat of writing voluminously about each war. Especially
noteworthy—indeed historically rare—is writing compre-
hensively about the view from a leadership position in the
cockpit of power in a major world war. Lloyd George did
that as well, but his memoirs gather dust while Churchill's
constitute one of the best selling books of all time. And
who else so wrote, besides Lloyd George? Not Roosevelt,
nor Stalin, Hitler, Napoleon, Louis XIV, Genghis Khan,
Tamerlane. World historical figures just don't do that sort
of thing.

No less unlikely is the Churchill-Lloyd George connec-
tion itself. After beginning his Parliamentary career, and
soon finding himself out of place among Conservatives,
Churchill switched to the Liberals. Within a few years he
became, in conjunction with Lloyd George, a leader and
philosopher of the movement known as the New Liberal-
ism and devoted to state intervention on behalf of the less
fortunate.

Contemplate for a moment this curious pair—the one a
complete insider and the other a complete outsider, the
grandson of an English Duke, working in tandem with a
Welshman from a poverty-stricken family. Like some
"gold-dust twins" in American football—running, kick-
ing, passing—they plan, orate, and legislate for the sake of
what John Kenneth Galbraith in another connection called
"comforting the afflicted and afflicting the comfortable."
Hard was it in those days for members of the aristocracy,
the landed gentry, the manufacturing interests, the rich,
and the smug to open the daily newspaper without winc-
ing. The reign of terror by the terrible twins lasted only a
short while, as history goes, but during that period they
were the cynosure of the British political world.

At this point in the story, the novelist injects himself
briefly into the narrative with a prolepsis, a glance ahead:
Who could tell that this period of youthful efflorescence
and rebelliousness was not the climax of their careers—as it
would have been for most politicians—but a mere prelude?
Who could foresee that two world wars were to enter their
lives and that each would take his turn in dynamically lead-
ing Britain to a successful conclusion! It is as if each, having
done his political apprentice work in domestic matters, was
now ready for the big time, for foreign policy, diplomacy,
and, above all, for the challenge of war, real war, not the
metaphorical war of normal peacetime politics. The two
warriors who stood out in their cabinet level fight against

1. Winston Churchill, Mr. Brodrick's Army (London: Arthur
Humphreys, 1903; rpt Sacramento: The Churchilliana Co., 1977),
p. 16.

2. Martin Gilbert, Churchill: A Life (New York: Henry Holt,
1991), p. 908.

3. Ephesian (Bechhofer Roberts), Winston Churchill, 3rd ed.
(London: Newnes, 1936), p. 266.

4. Ephesian, p. 276.
5. Ephesian, pp. 302-03.
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poverty and injustice went on to become leaders separately
in the fight against German aggression and imperialism.
Little did they know, when together immersed in the strug-
gle with the House of Lords, that they would some day in-
dividually struggle with the far more titanic threat of the
German warlords. First it was the turn of the older man,
then of the younger one. After shining jointly, they shone
separately, and bold would he be of soul who could ascer-
tain how much, in those golden seminal days of 1909-11,
they gained from each other insights which were to help
them prosper in the greater and solitary struggle.

"Come now," we say to the novelist, "you are pushing
things a little. Your tale depends too much on fantasy and
coincidence, and not on a curious double plot. Life isn't
quite as neat as that."

The novelist impassively looks us in the eye and says
that he has up his sleeve another interesting twist in
the plot: a roller-coaster career. This aspect is, once

more, not peculiar to Churchill. Think of Ronald Reagan,
first washed up as an actor and then, narrowly missing
out on the Republican presidential nomination in 1976 at
the age of 65, apparently washed up as a politician as well.

Think especially of Richard Nixon,6 who was only a
short time a congressman and, by virtue of his role in the
Alger Hiss case, quickly became senator and quickly Vice
President. His meteoric career was suddenly stopped by
the sharp staccato blows of fate: a painful loss by a
whisker (and by probable voter fraud in Chicago and
Texas) to John Kennedy in the presidential race of 1960
and to Pat Brown in the California gubernatorial election
of 1962. "You won't have Nixon to kick around anymore,"
he said to reporters, with the bluntness that only someone
surely retired from politics can muster.

But time passes, things change, and suddenly he is on
the rise again. Not only does he win the presidency in
1968, but in 1972 he is reelected by one of the greatest
landslides in modern times. Yet a few months later he is
politically besieged, and a year after that he is the only
president ever to resign in order to avoid impeachment.
What a fall there was!

But these examples are child's play compared to
Churchill's case. They span only a couple of decades and a
few catastrophes and successes. For a real political roller-
coaster ride spanning a half century and involving numer-
ous rises and falls, come aboard the Winston Churchill
Special!

Before even entering Parliament, Churchill was already a
phenomenon. He had hit the ground running. Coming off
his frontier war books and his Boer War adventures and
dispatches, he was at a mere twenty six a world-renowned
war hero and a much sought-after speaker. He proceeded
to build on that. Overcoming a defeat in his first run for

Parliament, he started in 1901 a long string of legislative
and executive successes. Alienation from the Tories in 1904,
while awkward for a while, soon worked to his advantage,
as he was happily embraced by a Liberal Party with careers
open to talent. Joining the Liberals just in time to partici-
pate in their long period of domination,7 he held various
government posts, rose in influence and reputation, became
co-warrior with Lloyd George, and served as informal advi-
sor and friend to Prime Minister Asquith. All this was
capped with what he long afterwards called his "golden
age,"8: four years as the civilian chief of Britain's most im-
portant military weapon, the Navy. In this prominent post
he was able to champion one of the few major strategic ini-
tiatives of World War I, the Gallipoli expedition.

Alas that initiative resulted in catastrophe and dis-
missal. Churchill's world was in ruins; he touched bottom
in political disrepute and personal dejection. "I am fin-
ished,"9 he lamented, and his wife Clementine "thought
that he would die of grief."10

Slowly did he pick himself up. After two years in the
wilderness, he made his comeback. In five subsequent tu-
multuous years near the seat of power, he served in im-
portant cabinet posts. He grappled with major issues of
waging war and making peace. He tried to strangle Bol-
shevism in the cradle. He negotiated peace treaties and
border settlements in Ireland and the Middle East. Like
some Napoleonic figure, he invented Arab countries by
drawing lines on a map and placing their kings on
thrones.

But in the perilous post-World War I whirlpool, he lost
his hold. The Liberals fragmented, Labour rose, the Con-
servatives distrusted him still. Lo, in 1922 he was abruptly
"without an office, without a seat, without a party, and
without an appendix."11 He had hit another low point—
not as low as in 1915, to be sure, but certainly with con-
tracted horizons. He was, in fact, for the first time in
twenty-two years, out of Parliament. This shocked him
into speechlessness. "He thought," noted an observer, "his
world had come to an end."12 In attempting a comeback,
he was defeated two more times, and naturally his friends
likewise "feared that his political career was at aft end."13

The result was another two years in the wilderness.
Then he was on the upswing again. He was back in poli-
tics, back in the Parliament, back in the Conservative
Party, back in the cabinet, and, most surprising, Chancel-

6. The analogy was also drawn by Richard Langworth in
Finest Hour 83 (1994), p. 4.

7. Ephesian, p. 137.
8. Gilbert, p. 309.
9. Gilbert, p. 319.
10. Gilbert, p. 321.
11. Gilbert, p. 454.
12. Gilbert, p. 457.
13. Ephesian, p. 276.
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lor of the Exchequer in a Tory government. No small
comeback, this was indeed another meteoric rise. The post
of Chancellor is one of the most important in the cabinet, a
way station to the premiership. As the position his father
once had held at the pinnacle of his truncated career, it
was a source of deep personal satisfaction for the son.
Once again Churchill raised his father's tattered flag of
Tory Democracy, i.e., moderate conservatism. For the
third time now, Churchill was riding high. Here was yet
another five-year stint of advising the Prime Minister and
being at the center of decision-making. Churchill could be
forgiven if he now harbored ambitious thoughts, just as
he might have in the early and late 1910s.

The Tories were, however, defeated in 1929 and
Churchill started a long descent which at various times
seemed to be permanent. First he was only out of govern-
ment, and held on to power by means of a seat in the
Shadow Cabinet. Then, becoming once more estranged
from the Tories, he resigned that seat. He was now in the
wilderness for a third time. This was no two-year stint as
in 1915-17 or 1922-24 but a dreary, drawn-out phase last-
ing nearly a decade. Like someone falling from the heights
and bouncing painfully on a hard surface, he touched bot-
tom several times. He was alienated from the Conserva-
tives (not to speak of the liberal politicians and intellectu-
als) over India, over the Abdication, over Germany. He
himself spoke in the early 1930s as if his career was proba-
bly over. And why not? He could look back on three
decades—long as political careers go—filled with high po-
sitions and massive accomplishments. He may not have
won the first prizes nor the golden rings but the consola-
tion prize of having lived a rich political life would do.

Again the novelist intervenes to remark that little
does Churchill know that the best is yet to be; the
half-submerged sun on the horizon is not setting,

as it seems, but rising. The long hoped for and long post-
poned climax is at hand. And what a climax it is to be!

During the later 1930s, popular opinion shifted in his
direction. With war coming in 1939, Churchill was back in
government. Then, amid a terrible political crisis at home
and a worse crisis abroad in May 1940—talk of the long
reach of novelistic coincidence!—he reached at long last
the top of the greasy pole. Then came yet another tumul-
tuous five years of action and energy: his greatest by far.

But in 1945, the magnificence of the achievement was
matched by the precipitousness of the fall. The shocking
election returns administered yet another crushing set-
back, emotionally as draining as the one thirty years ear-
lier. In 1915, he had left things in an inconclusive, even
perilous state, while in 1945 he could take pride in having
won a war with heroic striving. Yet because joy in victory
was almost eclipsed by the anxiety over the nascent Cold

War, 1945 seemed to him at least as bad as 1915. While re-
jection and defeat always hurt, apparent ingratitude rubs
the salt in, and the blessings, if any, are effectively dis-
guised. "A cloud of black doom" settled on the leader
who had "wanted to do the peace too." As a "bitter" man,
he lived through the "longest week" of his life.14

Thus came yet a fourth stint in a wilderness of sorts. It
was, of course, nowhere near as serious as his earlier ex-
iles from the center of decision-making, for he remained in
Parliament, continued as Leader of the Conservative
Party, and led the Loyal Opposition. But absence from the
now familiar levers of power was for Churchill the equiv-
alent of being in the wilderness. In 1947, worried over
Britain's economic woes, he thought that his anxiety over
the Battle of the Atlantic in 1941 was comparatively slight.
"Never in his life," says his official biographer, "had he
felt such despair."15

Eventually there was yet one more comeback, as he be-
came Prime Minister again. This ministry was but a
shadow of the first one, as the circumstances were less
dramatic, the workload lighter, his dominance less com-
pelling, and the accomplishments less cosmic. But the
novelist has yet one more serious twist in store. Churchill
held on to power, despite ill health and a shrinking atten-
tion span in order to erase his reputation as a warmonger
and to round off his career by preventing World War III
and by making the greatest peace of all, one that would
end the cold war. "It is the last prize I seek to win."16

It was not to be. Churchill repeatedly attempted to
arrange a summit meeting or, at least, a visit to Moscow
by him alone, in order to bring about a reconciliation be-
tween the USA and the USSR.17 But he was rebuffed by
American recalcitrance, Soviet suspiciousness, his own
cabinet's veto, and the ravages of time. After fifty-five
years in Parliament, he made a quiet and soft final land-
ing, in frustration rather than triumph.

clome now, dear Novelist, has anyone else in mo-
dern democratic politics had so long a career at or
near the top, so many ups and downs, so many

two year periods of isolation and five year periods of
achievement at the highest reaches of government, so many
and so thorough crashes as the ones in 1915,1922,1945, and
1955? The Reagan or Nixon story is credible, but your tale
lacks verisimilitude. One has to go all the way back to
Queen Elizabeth I, perhaps, or to Louis XTV; or at least to
Gladstone in more recent times. But the very comparison
undermines itself. What a stage Churchill played on! How

14. Gilbert, pp. 856-58.
15. Gilbert, p. 878.
16. Gilbert, p. 897.
17. Gilbert, pp. 908,910,934,938.
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slight Elizabeth's or Gladstone's problems seem next to
Churchill's. When did they ever grapple with wars that
spanned the globe and saw the death of some 85,000,000
people? You're overdoing it, Mr. Novelist. The career of
this fictional character is just too long, too repetitious, too
dramatic to be believable!"

Undeterred by the reader's complaints, the Novelist
proposes one more far-fetched theme: the role of
predestination in Churchill's career. On this mat-

ter, the historical record is uneven. While a goodly num-
ber of the makers of history have felt themselves to be
elected souls, others have not. As Shakespeare put it,
"Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some
have greatness thrust upon 'em."

Martin Luther King Jr., for instance, matured slowly.
First he led a successful boycott against segregated seating
on buses in one Alabama city. Then it dawned on him that
local problems could not be solved without the dissolu-

tion, by means of Ghandian non-violence, of the nation-
wide pattern of segregation in all areas of life. That insight
in turn enabled him to see how a connection existed be-
tween institutional racism and persistent poverty. Finally
he saw those phenomena as part of the larger problem of
false national priorities and misdirected energies, and he
joined the anti-Vietnam War movement. Whether he was
right in these assessments is not the issue here. What is
clear is that he came by his prominence one step at a time;
he was not born or raised to lead a crusade against
poverty and war.

It is likewise difficult to regard Hitler, especially in his
years of obscurity, drift, and even homelessness, as imag-
ining or having others imagine about him—a great career
ahead of him. Bill Clinton may have dreamed very early
of becoming president; Truman and Reagan probably did
not. Nor, on a different plane, was Oskar Schindler a likely
candidate for heroism. In fact, for such serendipitous indi-
viduals, an unclear vision might have been an advantage,
for as Cromwell memorably put it, "A man never rises to
greater heights than when he does not know where he is
going." Those without a clear goal manage to succeed be-
cause they have the flexibility and improvisational skills
that Machiavelli thought to be crucial, that chess players
cannot function without, and that Iago in Shakespeare or
the slaves in Latin comedy exemplify.

uite different is that other class of great men,
| those who have sensed even in their young years
that they were special. In literature, for instance,

DanteTMilton, Wordsworth, and Keats—to name a few—
have left on record early intimations of literary success. So
was it in the political sphere with Churchill. The fallacy
here is, of course, that many other individuals have sensed
they were destined for greatness but never made it. Their
error is not on record precisely because they remained ob-
scure. The law of averages dictates that some of these
dreamers succeed. Churchill was one of them. Hence he is
the hero of our hypothetical non-realistic novel.

As a young man, Churchill put the world on notice with
his memorably declared resolve to be an achiever by either
"notability or notoriety." Perhaps because of his ducal
blood, his famous ancestor Marlborough, and his promi-
nent father, he was conditioned to think big. At any rate,
not only did he harbor the idea that he would someday
lead his country, but a lot of other people thought so too.
As early as 1898, the journalist G. W. Steevens predicted
that only the sky would be the limit for this "youngest man
in Europe" who "has the twentieth century in his marrow"
and who has already at 22 "gone through so many
phases."18 Two years later, in his first lecture tour in Amer-
ica, Churchill was introduced by his enthusiastic manager
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